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CHAPTER XXXVIIL
LADY BAUL'S SUGGESTION,

ADY BAB had a word to say to
her nephew, and she was waiting
downstairs in the dining-room

somewhat®*impatiently to say it. |

When, therefore, she heard him hastily
descending the staircase after parting
with Nora, she opened the room door and
Mekoned him to come to her.

"Put when she saw his face she half re-
pented that she had done this. There
was written on it such bitter, bitter pain,
such utter despair, that she drew a little
back ; but Biddulph followed her into the
room and closed the door behind him.

“I wanted to have a little talk with
you,” began Lady Barbara. “So you've
seen the poor girl upetairs, have you?”

“I have seen her to say good-bye,” ans- |

wered Biddulph, gloomily.

“Then you are going away! That is
right; it is about this I wished to see you.
When do you go?”

“To-night."”

Lady Barbara nodded her Lead approv-
Ingly twice.

“Does she know ?”" she asked.

“Not that it is the parting that I mean
it to be. !
to her—~when—when she knows that she
and I must meet no more 7"

“0f course I ghall be kind to her!
8 bad business, James,”

“Why speak of it?” heanswered darkly.
“To me it is worse than death—a living
death.”

“And it is such an extraordinary thing,
gaid Lady Bab, beginning to walk up and
down the room in her energetic way., “I
suppose—I scarcely like to say this—but |
suppose you have no doult in your o
mind, James, that the sister is living
whom youn married twelve years ago ?”

Biddulph lifted his eyes in surprise to
his aunt’s face,

“T have no doubt,” he said.

“still, that old doctor of vours said that
there was no visible difference between
them buot the difference of life and death.
And to women of their stamp lies count
for nothing, vyou know,”

Biddulph did not speak for a moment;
then he zaid slowly—

“Aunt Barbara, she said a few words to
me that only she could know—there is
no doubt.”

“That settles the matter, of course, then;
and you are right to go away. The poor
girl apstairs has an idea that you could go
on seeing each other—that you are to be

eat friends; but all that is nonsense,
though I do not tell her so, She i a five
character, and I can’t help being sorry for
you, James, though of course— "

“Please do not discuss wy folly, funt
Barbara; I have paid a very bitter price
for it. And-—and let me think,” he hesi-
tated a moment, “that when I am far
away she will have a constant friend in
you?"

Lady Bab did not speak for an instant |
fﬂr .'lll' was 4 woman “'tlﬁ l’ix:llil‘ lew pro- :

feesions ; then she suid, still with her eyes
(in which there was some pity) fixed on
her nephew's face—

“I shall do what I can, James, but time
will be her best friend.”

*“Yes:" and then he put his eold hand
into his aunt's gad left her, and Lady
Bab looked afterhim with an impatient
sigh.

“There’'s good in him,” she thonght,
“but he's made poor nse of it, and of the
rifts that God gave him; and the worst of
3t is that the bitter fruits of his folly fall
on the poor girl. Well, 1 had best go and
look after her, I suppose.”

But when Lady Barbara ascended the
staircase and entered the drawing-room,
where she expected to find Nora, she was
not there. She had gone to her own room
and locked the door, and was kneeling by
the bed praying, with clasped hands, for
the man with whom ad just parted.
In the bitterest hour this still is left to us;

she

though the black clouds gather, and the |

gtorm breaks over our stricken heads, all

is not darkness if we but find strength to

lift our eyes beyond the blinding mists

that surround our mortal ken,
- .

- - L .

mAnd when Nora met Lady Barbara at
dinner her face was very calm. Lady
Barbara had been prepared for some signa
of grief or emotion, but Nora showed
none. Lady Bab noticed her voice was
very low, but this was all; and when they
returned together to the drawing room
Nora at once quietly proposed that they
should leave Scotland.

“lf you do not mind, Lady Barbara,”
she said, “I think I shounld like togo
South now.”

“Mind, my dear! How can you sup-
pose that a woman of my age can have
any pleasare in staying on in such a cli-
mate as this in mid-winter? Not that the
climate of London is not detestable in
winter also; but still, I am more used to
it. Of course we can go whenever you

lease."”

“] should like to go at once, then; and
T've been thinking I should like to ask
Minnie Fraser to spend some months with
me, as soon as I settie in town.”

“An excellent idea. She is pretty, that
little Minnie, and won't, therefore, be a
dead weight on your hands. And I sup-

you'll want an old woman to look af.
mou. and take you out into society oc-
casionally 7"’ added Lady Bab, somewhat
grimly.

“Oh, dear, no,"” answered Nora, smiling.
“] fe=l quite old now, and shall make an
excellent chaperone for Minnie,"”

“] was going to say,” continued Lady
Bab, “that I bope, for goodness’ sake, vou
won't invite that Cousin Margaret of yours
also. Rather than you should do this, I
shall take you out, whenever propriety

uires it, myself, though I own,asa
rule, I do not care to be bothered by
rie.”

“We ahall be no bother to you, though
I hope we shall often see you, Lady Bar-
bara,” said Nora, smiling still.

“That is all .’r’i'ght. then. When do you

¢ Lo go i
prgmu it of the day after to-morrow;

and I shall write and ask my eousin Jock
Fraser to come over to see me and bring
Minnie, and ask Mra. Jock's leave for her
to stay with me in town.”

“Why notask her to go with vou now?"

“She might require some littie prepars-
tion, you know,” hasitated Nora.

“She could get dress and everything she
wants much cleaper in Londob than any-
where else. [ propose, my dear, that we
take her with us. It will be brighter for

to have this rl with you from
R 57> &8 g g i

And after thinking a moment or two,
Sors decided that this was very good

Aunt Barbara, will you be kind |

It's |

:.'-.'.,11' own |

ad- |

[fl'mt fourd “oid Alezander,’

vice. She therefore, before the evening
was over, wrote to Mrs., Jock Fraser, to
ask if Minnie might be allowed to go to
town with Lady Bab and herself, to pay a
long visit.

Lady Barbara has promised to act chaperone
whenever we shall require one,” (she added. )
$0 1 do hope Minnie will coe to me. Will
you, Jock and Minnie have lunch with us bere
to-morrow, aud then we can decide all our
plans, as we propose to start very soon.

Yours affectionately,
LEOXORA STEWART,

Nora sent this note over to Airdlinn,
and told the bearer to wait for an answer,
Alick Fraser had been dining with his
brother and sister-in-law, and Mra. Jock
and the two brothers were still sitting at
the table when it was brought in, though
pretty Minnie had retired.

Mrs. Jock read it, and them looked at
her husband.

“It is from Nera Stewart,” she said,
“and she wishes Minnie to go to London
with her and Lady Barbara Biddulph, the
end of this week, and she asks Minnie for
a long visit.”

fresh face as he listened to these words,
and a look of pleasure into his brown
eves,

“It's & very good idea, I think,” he said
at once, in his decided way.

“I] think Minnie would like to go, and

| perhaps her company would help to cheer

Nora,”" said Mrs, Jock.
“Miss Nora won't need cheering long

Jeanie,” remarked Alick, *“or 1 shall be |

much mistaken. D'ye know that Bid-
dulph is going to shut up Dunbaan and
lrave the county to-night—and a good rid-
dance too!"

“I heard he was going,”
quietly.

“Let Minnie go, by all means,” con-
tinned Alick. “And as the child will
want some fuds and t’in:-r}', 1 Bl ppPOse,
Jeanie, I'll give vou a cheque for filty
pounds to smarten her up a bit, though,
for that matter, she's a pretty face of her
own and doesn’t want much dress,”

“You are really very kind, Alick,’
Mrs. Jock, gratefully.

“Don’t mention it, my dear. So you had
Gendoyne ecalling here yesterday, Jock
said T’

“Yes, Minnie saw him; but 1 didn't,”
answered Mrs. Jock, with a sigh.

“Humph! Well, settle about her going
to town with Miss Nora to-morrew. I am
glad Nora Stewart is showing such good
sense, and not making a fool of herself, a5
| some girls would have dona; though such
a disgusting piece of business was certain-
ly enongh to sicken any woman.”

“It's a terrible business,” gaid Mrs.
Jock, with a little shiver,

“U'm told,” went on Alick, “that old
Alexander, though he’s very r}-'rsn about
it, managed to get Biddulph's wife away,
and paid her a heavy sum to go., DBid-
dalph himself would notsee h r, s0 he
gsent [ lexander. However, the couatry-

said Jock

r

F;]iLl

Mr. Biddulph will dare show his face here
again in a hurry.” .

Alick Fraser could not, indeed, conceal
his elation at the terrible
which had befallen the man who had
crossed his own plans in life. He had lis-
tened to all the gossip he could hear on
the subject with unfeigned pleasure and
satisfaction. He bad even sent for the
doetor, for some fancied ailment or other
" 'aa he called
him, very reticont,

“It's an unco’ bad business, Mr, Alick;

and least gaid is soonest mended, when
there's na pude to tell,” was all he ¢could
draw from the doctor's lips,

“Well, Miss Nora Stewart is well rid of
him,” Aleck had said triumphantly,

“It's bard to tell,” replied the doctor;
and then he changed the subject, and

Alick felt that he could not very well pur- |

sae it under the cirenmstances,

And this invitation to Minnie now
caused him fresh satisfaction. He would
hear how Nora was going on, through his
brother's wife, when ghe was absent, and
he would run up to town occasionally to
see “‘the girls,” he mentally decided, as he
crossed the loch from Airdlinn and re-
turned to his stately home.

When he entered the room where he
usually sat, he found a packet lying on
_ihﬂ table, addressed to himseli, and a note
in Nora Stewart’s handwriting. He
hastily opened the note and read the fol-
lowing lines, with no little excitement:

DeEan Mu. Fraser,—I return by the bearer
of this note the magnificent marriage presont
which you so kindly and generously gave me,
as my marrisge is unsvoidably bLrokea oill
With kind regurds,

I remain yours sincerely,
LEONORA STEWART,

Alick Fraser read these words again
and again, and then he smiled and pro-
ceoded to open the packet and look once
more at his sapphire necklace.

It was really a splendid gift, and he felt
proud of himseli for having made it.
Then he fastened it up again and re-
directed it to Misa Nora Stewart, at Ross-
more, and sal down to indite a letter to
her, which Nora found awaiting her (and
the necklace) when she went downstairs
on the following morning.

DEAR M138 NORA (she read in Alick’s clear
handwriting ), Please honor me by accepting a
gift which was given as « small token of my
regard for you and admiration for your ehar-
acter, which no eircumstances can change. |
was at Airdlinn last night when your kind in-
vitation for Minnie urrived, which she was de-
lighted to acceptt  If you are not ashamed
be scen with ‘s country cousin,” I shall rau up
to town sometimes, when she is with you, and
escort you young ladies to the theaters, or any
other pluces of amusement you wish to go to;
and, with kind regards,

I remain, very sincerely yours,
ALICK FRASER,

Nora thought it was kind of Alick Fraser
to send the necklace back, and stood look-
ing at the shining stones for a few mo-
ments, and then sighed deeply. 8She was
recalling the day they were first given to
her, and Bidduiph's face as he stood by
her side and admired the gorgeous gems.
How happyshe had been! DBut 'tis & brief
possession to most of us, drifting down the
stream of life, the rocks and shoals of
which we cannot see ahead, this perfect
joy. Nora's had been but short-lived, but,
while it lasted, all the coming shadows
were hidden from her view,

CHAPTER XXXIX
A HAUNTING DOUBT.

Jock Fraser, his wife and Minnie all
lunched the same day with Nora at Ross-
more. Minnie had been delighted to re-
ceive the invitation to go to town with
Nora, and her fond father and mother
were pleased with her plea nre. She, in-
deed, looked like & different girl, so much
brighter and happier than she had done
of late, when she entered Nora's drawing-
room and kissed Nora, whispering, “Than
you so much' as she did so.

They all met with just a little embar-
rassment, neither, Jock nor bis wife hay-
ing seen Nora since the "ﬁ:‘l‘l ending of
her engngement. But y Barbara
could talk well when it pleased her to do
sn, and she entered into an animated con-
versation now with Jock Fraser, regard-
ing some ancient highland customs, and
soon the whole party felt more at ease,
Then, when lunch was over, M. Jock
wlid her band through Nora's arm, and
indicated to her that she had a few words
to say she wished to speak in private.

Nora led her to her own room up stairs,

A flush came over Alick Fraser’s clear, |

side's rid of him at last, for I don't think |

humiliation |

o |

turned round and tenderly kissed her
check,

“Thank yon, dear, so much,” she said,
“for asking Minnie.”

“But it will be a great pleasure to me to
bave her,” answered Nora, with some
emotion, for she knew Mrs. Jock must

naturally be thinking ot other things than |

Minnie's visit.

“And there is something I want to say,
Nora, about my bov,” continued Mrs.
Jock, clasping Nora's hand, while tears
rushed into ner blue eyes. “Day and
night I think of him, von know,” she
went on; “and I want you to send him
this twenty pounds, dear, that I have
saved out of the housckeeping. Don't
tell Uncle Alick this, though Alick has
been very kind lately—since our great
grief—but this is just a little present from
his mother.”

“Very well, dear Jeannie,” said Nora,
whose eves also grew a little dim. In
truth, it was impossible for any one whose
heart wus not cold to look unmoved now
at the faces of Jack Fraser and his wife,
There was always ashadow in Jock's kind
eves, and care and anxiety expressed on
every line of Mrs. Fraser's once jovial
features. One thought, indeed, was ever
present in  her mind—her son’s danger—
and sad days and sleepless nights soon
write their story.

“And I have brought a letter for you to
send to him, Nora. I dare not post them
here, of cour=e; but when vou get to town
I can write oiten to him, can’t [? I shall
send them under cover to you, not Min-
nie, on account of the name; and God
bless you, my dear, for being kind to
him!"

“Of course I shall do anything for him
that [ ecan.”

“And, Nora, I want to sav also,” said

' Mrs. Jock, with alittle hesitation, *“how—

how much I have felt for you during this
droadful—"

“Please, Jeanie, do not mention it,” in-
terrnpted Nora, quietly but firmly, though
a sudden flush passed over her pale face,
*1 wish it nover to be mention-d to me at
all—and will you tell Minnie this—let it
be as if it had never been ?”

“She is a brave girl,” Jock Fraser told
his wife, when Mrs. Jock repeated this
conversation to her husband on their way
hull.(.".

“And yetIcan tell by ber face how
deeply it has cut into her heart,” an-
swered Mrs., Jock, *“Alick thinks she
will soon get over this; but she won't,”

“She is behaving splendidly, at all
events; and | like that old dame, and piI:.-
Biddulph from the bottom of my heart.”

But Mrs, Jock, with the unreasonable-
ness of & loving woman, could never quite
forgive Biddulp, since indircetly through
him all this misery had fatlen on her be-
loved son. She had been secretly jealons

’

| of, and had grudged him his happiness

with Nora, when no shadow seemed to
lie between their lives, And now, though
she grieved for Nora's pain, it must be ad-
mitted she did not regret her engagement
was broken off,

“He is a good-looking, clever man, she

| said to Jock; but, to my mind, the whole

thing is too absolvtely revolting. A man

| has no right to marry a woman and for-

gake her, as Mr. Biddulph confessedly did.
If he had been a true, oreven an ordinary
husband, our boy would not have been in
exzile now." .

“You are a prejudicedwoman; Jennie!"”
answered Jock, with a smile; but the next
moment he sighed and turned his head
away. He, too, knew that Fiddulph had
cost them all very dear; how dear, the
poor laird never talked of, even to his
wife,

In the meantime, the unhappy man
whose misiortunes had become strangely
mixed with those of the family at Aird-

linn, was passing throungh one of those

| dark phases of life when we ask ourselves

in bitterness, Why were we born?
Biddulph conld not bow to the rod, nor
accept the terrible punishment which his
own early fault had brought down upon
his head. He saw lLis life blasted, he be-
lieved unjustly, and their was anger as
well as grief in his heart. And strange,
though he bad expressed no doubt at the
time, that suggestion of Lady Barbara's

i that there might still be some uncertainty

about the identity of his wile recurred
again and again to his mind. It came
like the whispering of an evil spirit tempt-
ing him, The woman had said a few
words in his ear that nome but Natalie
could know, self-argned Biddulph, “But,”
suggested the mockiog voice that would
not be gainsaid, *to such women nothing
is sacred ; these twin  sisters might have
no secrets,”

He tried to force himself not to enter-
tain this idea, but tried in vain. It camae
again and again, clothed in different
words, but the essence was the same. It
unsettied him, and made him yet more
impatient of what he deemed an unjust
fate. And he was in this condition of
mind when he received a note from his
aunt, Lady Barbara, to tell him that Nora,
Minnie Stewart and herseli were to arrive
in town on an evening she named.

Lady Barbara had thought it proper to
write this so that Biddulph might leave
England before he had any chance of see-
ing Noraagain. But he he did not do
this. He went to Kingscross station at
the time when the train from the North
was expected to arrive, on the night Lady

i Barbara had mentioned, and he lingered

there until it came in.

And he saw Nora again. Shrinking
back in the shadow, he watched her pale
face, which, though wearied looking, had
a certain serenity of expression which his
now never wore, And he saw her smile,
too, and put her arm through Minuie
Fraser's, while Palmer and Alfred were
claiming the luggage, and his aunt was
personally inspecting the safety of her
own.

He stood there, looking at the woman
nearest to his heart, cut off from her by a
tio of which there was still a doubl. That
familiar spirit of his told him this very
distinctly in the busvy station, and urged
that a man i8 a fool to throw away his
life’'s happiness on a guibble of honor.

He made a step forward. Should he
speak to her, feel her little hand in his
for one brief moment? Again Nora
smiled, and Biddulph resisted the tempta-
tion.

“Why disturb her peace, he thought
bali bitterly; ““why fill her heart with the
burning. unsatisfied questions that are
distracting mine?”

But later during the same evening, ha
called on Lady Barbara, who lived in cne
of the small streets leading out of Park
Lane. He found that lady sitting in her
little drawing-room, and when his name
was announced she looked sharply up, for
she was reclining very comfortably in an
easy-chair by the fire, with her feet resting
on the fender.

“So you are not gone 7’ she said, holding
out her hand.

“Not yet; but I am on the eve of go-
ing,” answered Biddulph.

“Well, we all got safely back to town a
uonrle of hours ago.”

“I know; I saw you arrive.”

“Ah!” and Lady Barbara fixed her
keen grey eyes on her nephew's face,
“James Biddulph,” she continued a mo-
ment later, “you are better away, do_you

| and when they got there Mrs, Jock ’ know; and you are looking remarkablyi

il.”
“Nora does not look ill 2
“No,” answered Lady Bab, nodding her |
head ; “that girl has a wonderful amount |
of—what shall I ecall it—faith? Some-

| thing that makes the things of this world

seem of secondary importance.”

“T wish I had.” said Bitl*lt‘llph. darkly.
“To me these things become daily-more |
dim—more ‘anknown and unknowable." "

“Many people fvel thus when things go
wrong Wil‘l them.”

“But why should my life be cursed 7"
answered Biddulph, with quick passion.
“What have 1 done that everyvthing
should be made bitter to me ?"

“And what have any of us done that
our lives should be made quite pleasant to
us? I don’t want to preach, but have you
deserved this?"” 4

Biddulph made no answer; he began
(an old habit of his) to walk slowly up and
down the room, and Lady Barbara's eyes
followed him with some pity.

“Aunt Barbara,” he said presently,
“will you write to me when I am away?”

“Yes, of course I shall, if you wish me
to do 8o.”

“And tell me how everything goes on 7"

“You mean everything about Miss Nora
Stewart, I suppose 7"’

“Yes—tell me if she seems happy—if—
I am forgotten.”

“I would not; vet, for her sake, I think
it would be well.”

“There is one man I am certain means
to propose to ber.”

“Who is that? asked Biddulph,
sharply,

“Mr. Fraser, of Inismore; a rich man,
I'm told.”

“Alick Fraser—impossible!"” said Bid-
dulph, angrily,

“Quite possible, I assure yon. He was
at the station to see ns off this morning,
and as that pretty little niece of his s
with Nora Stewart, he will, of course,
make her the excuse to run up to town
constantly; in fact, 1 heard something of
this.”

“If T thought—"" began Biddulph, and
then he pansed. What right had he, he
told himself bitterly, to interfere with
Nora's life, or stand between her and any
other man? Not that he believed for one
moment that she would marry Alick
Fraser, though he had noticed that Alick
admired her, and believed the antagonism
he had shown toward himsell had sprung
from Lhis cause.

“Will you see Nora to-morrow?"" pres-
ently eaid Biddulph, resuming his slow
walk up and down the room.

“Yes; wesettled I had to go thers to
lunch to-morrow.”

“Then I want yon to tell her the reason
I am leaving England is that I have not
strength to stay—will vou tell her this to-
morrow after 1 am gone?"”

“And are vou really going to-morrow ?
Does your father know this?"

“Yes, | dined with him yesterday; he
thinks I am on my way to Liverpool now,
which I shall be in a few hours, and there
I shall start for New York.”

“Well, I think vou are wise, James,”

He did not speak for a moment, and
then he held out his hand.

“Good-bye, then, Aunt Barbara; I shall
write to you when [ rearh New York.”

They shook hands and parted, and after
"si-ialu]ph leit her, he drove to South
Kensington, alighting rasr the street
where Nora's house was  situated. He'
knew the number, and stood there out-
side, watching the lights in the windows,
and thinking of the fuir woman within,
his heart racked by the contending emo
tions which struggled in his breast.

It was starlight, and suddenly, Bid-
dulph looking upwards at the wondrous
sight which dwaris all others, a wave of
purer thoughts swept through his mind,
He remembered lingering hand-in-hand
with Nora on such a night as this, and
how they had talked of hopes and aspira-
tions not bounded by mortal span. Would
he drag her down even if he could, he
now asked bhimsel., And what was best
in his nature answered no, He turned
awny with something like a blessing on
his lips, and returned to his hotel, and
when he reached it he sat down to write
to Nora to bid her farewell.

My dear, dear Nora, he began, when this let-
ter resches your hands, 1 shall have left town
and started for America, where I propose io
make a lengthened tour. Dear Nora, you
know why I do this? You, in your sweet trust
proposed that we should resume ourold friend-
ghip, and forget alike our days of grief and
joy, and, on my part at least, of passionats
despair, But, Nora, 1 cannot do this, My
nature is not as yours, and my strength is hut
weskness, My aunt tells me that your strong
faith has bridged over for you the terrible grict
which has literally struck me to the earth. 1
I should but disturb your peace, my dear one
by the sight of my restiess misery. 1| am betier
away. But will you write to me sometimes,
and tell me all about your daily life? These
letters will be my consolation in my long exile.
And believe that I shall remain always,

Faithfully yours, James BiobuLps,

He did not post this letter, intending to
do so after he reached l.i'«'("l';-'.\()l on the
fl'nllu\\'it':j: -!H_\'. ;\mi }u- did lhi.-i; .\nr.‘l. in
the meantime, listening during the whole
of the next moraing with a beating heart
and Hushed cheeks te every ring that came
to the house door-beil.

She felt so sure that Biddulph would
not delay in ealling to see her; and when
he came not during the early hears of the
morning, she decided that bhe meant to
come to lunch with his aunt, Lady Bar-
bara.

But lady Bab arrived alone at two
o'clock, looking very erect and grim. She
kissed Nora, and patted Minnie Fraser's
faircheek with one of her buny fingurs,
regarding them both at the same time
critically.

“You girls look very well alter your
{Jr;:_‘urum-'," she said; “but my poor old

nes have a hundred aches, of course.”

E1l]

*“|s James coming to lunch nsked
Nora, with a suaden blush.

“Not that I koow of,"” replied Lady
Bab, who did not think that this was
quite the time to break her news to Nora,
and also reflected that she might as well
have her lunch first.

To lunch acmrdinfly they went, and
Lady Bab's shrewd eves noticed how
Nora was listening and watching for a
visitor that Lady Bab knew would not
come. But she said nothing about her
nephew James until the meal was over,
and the three ladies had returned to the
drawing-room.

Then she said to Nora she should like to
see over the house, and Nora accordinly
led her upstairs,

“let us go into your room fora few
ggum and bave a chat,” suggested Lady

Thus they went together into Nora's
bedroom, and presently Lady Bab, after
one or two remarks, said in her abrupt

WaY—
“Well, I bad a visit from James Bid-
dulph last night.”

“l have heen er])(-cling him all day,”
aoswered Nora, with a pretty blush ; “but
he will be coming later, I suppose.”

“He is not coming, my dear.”

“Not cowming?’ repeated Non‘, with a
swift change of countenance. “Has he
left town, then ?"

“Yes; he thought it right to go. and he
wasright.”

“Wag this,” began Nora with faltering

tongue, and again flushing deeply, “ be-

—

cange I am here? He need not have
been afraid.”

“He likes vou too well to stay—that is
the truth, Nora: he is afraid of himself.”

Nora did not speak; she was greatly

| agitated and could scarcely conceal her

emotion,

“He has gone to America for a time,”
said Lady Darbara, considerately. “When
he comes back the first bitterness of this
unhappy atfair will be over. My dear,
he was wise {o go.”

Still Nora did not speak; she was be-
ginning to understand now what Bidduniph
had meant when he had asked to kiss her
“for the last time,” when they parted at
Rossmore.,

“He looks changed and ill.” continued
Lady Barbara, who was woman enough to
know that Nora would rather hear this
than that, under the circumstances he
scemed well and happy.
will do him good.
the heart.”

“And—he left no letter, no message *"

“Yes, be sent a message, and he no
doubt will write to yon. 1 was to tell you
he was going away because bhe had not
strength to stay.”

“I—I think he might have told me
this,” said Nora, with some pride. “Shall
we go downstairs again now, Lady Bar-
bara? I think Minuie will feel’dull if we
stay here.”

But later in the day when she received
Biddulph's letter, all her pride and her
little fecling of anger melted away. She
could not wistake the tone of the words
he had penned with such asore and ach-
ing heart. He loved her too well, then,
to forget the “brief days of joy"” and “pas-
sionuaie despair” that she had been pre-
pured to ignore, to bury with the sweet
dreams and dead hopes which then had
ended.

She kissed his letter again and again,
and laid it against her breast as if it were
some living thing. Sweet words! that
told her he was thinking of her then, and
would think of her when he was far
away. This love of theirs at least was
strong and deep and true, und, like gold,
would bear the cruel ernecible of absence
and time. Nora stood there thinking of
Biddulph, socing him with that strange
mental vision of ours which beholds feat-
ures that are not present—the glance, the
smile, that memory re pictures on our
brain. She knew his face s0o well—the
grey eyes that softened when he looked
at her, that grew tender when he listened
to her words,

All this has cut him to

“My dear,” she said softly, “I know |
you will not forget me; my soul is too |

near akin to yours for us to change.”
(7o be continued next week.)

AN APOLOGY DEMANDED.

A Greenback Orgnn Calls Upon Ben Har-
rison to Retract.
[Orand Ledger (Mich,) Graphie.]

June 21 last the Chicago Tribune—one of
the most influential organs of the republican
party in the country—gave figures which
showed that (to quote from the Tribune) “if the
republieans could huve gained the sapport of

the greenbackers in 1884 they would have ear |

ried every Northern state, including New
York, Indiuna, and Conneoticut, and would
have made New ‘Tt'r!ﬂ_v ecloge.”

“The greenbackers,” savs the Tribune, “weore
nearly all republicans and differed with the re-
publican party only on the question of the is-
suanee of legal tender currency in times of
pence ps well ps war.” For the ideas of the
greenbackers on money, Harrison, auvs the
lribune, “denounced them as ‘fools and luna-
tes' and recommended that they should be
committed to the ‘insane nsylums.”™

“Fortunately,” says the 'ribune, “that ques-
tion was passed upon by the federal supreme
court and the position of the greenbackers was
was sustained by tho solid vote of the eight re-
publican justices, Field, demoerat, alone voting
in the negutive. The doctrine which the green-
back party wns organized to advoeate and de-
fend is now sustnined and vindicated in the
court of last resort. In one of the most
important and exha-‘ive opinions ever
rendered by the reme vourt the
judges declared that war or peace the
question of issning legalitender currency was
one to be determined by the people’s represen-
tatives in congress, and not to be passed upon
or questioned by the conris.,” So the green-
baelors ure not fools and lunatics, Benjamin
[Harrizon was mistaken, lle did them an ine
justice, Nor has he, so faras is known,
.'.‘l!mlt'agi'r:l?d.

I'he (Fraphic hereby does call the attention of |

Gen. Harrison to the faet that in stismatizing
the greenbackers as “fools and lunatics™” he
wronged them. We ask Gen. Harrison to apoi-
ogize to the greenbackers of the United States.
Will he? If he does not, can he expoct or will
he waut their support?

SAM JONES ON THE SITUATION.

The Pleturesque Preacher Says Cleveland
Is Golng to Get There,
[Chautauqua, N, Y., Special to thoe Republie.)

Sam Jones lectured here in the amphitheatre
to an audience of nearly 5,000 people. He was
as sepsational as ever but he never created a
bigger sensation than he did on this ocecaxion,

when he predieted the re-election of Presi- |

dent Cleveland, He said: "I will lecture
on how to get there. When we get there
socially we have not got very far. 1 like a
live man. 1 like anything that s alive. 1 like
cournge. We need grit and courage, If I had
a prayer for the United States 1 shonld pray:
‘Oh, Lord, give us every four years a president
who is brave, 4 man who hasa backbone like a
gircas pole.? We have got to begin at the top
annd work down to reform, Most any preacher
can jump on & few rummics, but when he
Lump_w on A president or governor Or mayor,
¢ will need grit or he has got 1o git.

“A man or a chicken without sand in his giz-
gard is o fuilure, Uod Almighty will not let a
prescher be 99 per cent. a man and 1
per cent. 8 preacher. A preacher ought to be
the bravest man in the community, I am
not a democrat or a republican or a third
L“"n y man. | am one of these ‘one in a hill’

ind of fellows. 1 believe in prohibition, and
[ will tell you what will bappen. In Novem-
ber the democrats are going to re-elect their
man., But in four years we will have an
issue—prohibition or whisky, heaveu or hell.
I am a Southerner, and I tell you you can
never have anything but a solid Sonth by shak.
ing a bloody shirt at them. Butif you getan
issue you will break the solid South. The dif-
ference between the democrats and republicans
is that the democrats come right out and say
‘we favor whisky."! The republicans don’t say
50, but they do, just the same.”

The Value of Longevity.

[Dr. Fellx L. Oswald in the August Fornm.]

Can there be a doubt that Burns and Keats
foresaw the issue of their struggle agaiust big-
otry, or that Cervantes, in the gloom of s
misery, could read the signs of the dawn pre.
saging & sunburst of pcmtrmmoun fame? Spin-
oea and Schiller died at the threshold of their
gonl; Puascal, Harvey, Macaulay, Buckle and
Bichat left their inimitable works half finished ;
Raphael, Mozart and Byron died atthe vtrmf
a summit which, perhaps, no other foot shall
ever approach. Who knows hoy often, since
the dawn of modern science, the chill of death
bhas palsied a hand that had all but lifted the
veil of Isis temple? Or in how many thousand
lives time alone would have solved all discords
into harmonies? An increase of longevity
would, indeed, solve the most vexing riddles of
existence; it would furnish the peculiar in-
dorsement of Mr, Mallock’s comclasion, It
would give the vieissitudes of fortune a chance
to ussert their equalizing tendencies; it wounld
supply 8 missing ﬁink in the arguments of that
natural religion that trusts the equipoise of
,lguatinc in the apparent caprices of human fate.

he prioe of longevity would redeems the mort
gage of our earthly paradise,

What Free Hides Has Done,
[Kansas City Times.)]
Hides were put on the free list and by a re-

blican congress, The consequence was a
rapid development of the leather manufactur-

ing industry to the benefit of the whole coun-

PORTER FINALLY REFUSED

ANDTHE CONVENTION CHOSE HOVEY.

A Convention Begoing a Man fto Aceept o
Nomination He Dido't Want—

The Candidates nnd
Their Records.

GOVERNOR,
GEN. ALVIN P. HOVEY of Posey eounty
LIETTENANT-GOVERNOR,
REV. IRA J. CHASE of Hendricks,
SECRETARY OF STATE,

“The change |

CHARLES P. GRIFFIN of Lake,
AUDITOR OF STATE,
BRUCE CARR of Orange,
TREASURER OF STATE,

JULIUS A. LEMCKE of Vanderburgh.,

| SUPERINTEXDENT OF PUBLIC IXSTRULTION,
L. M. LAFOLLETTE of Boone
JUDGES OF THE SUPREME COURT,

First District—S. D. COFFEY of Clay.

Second District—JOHN G. BERKSHIRE |

of Jennings.
Yourth District — WALTTER
Whitley.

REPORTER OF THE SUPREME COURT,
JOHN L. GRIFFITHS of Marion

THE PLATPORM,

With grateful pride the republicans of Todi
ana indorse and ratify the cotion of the national
convention held at Chicago in June last. Al
firming allegiunece to the principles and policy
of the republican party, we pledge to the von
inees for president and vice-presi 1ited
and sucecessinl support. The clectoral ¥
of Indiana will be given for Harrison and Mor-
ton.

In commending Benjumin Harrison to the
people of the United States, we repeat the
words in which the state prescoted him as w
candidate for nomination: “A republican
without equivocation, always in the fore front
of every conlest, da-\'ntpd to !,hr' ]-r{'!-"l‘,‘T--n. of
the purty with which bhe has been identitie
since its organization, prominent and zealous
in all its campaigns, wise and trusted in ity
councils, serving with honorable distinetion in
the military and civil service of the govern-
\ ment, of great abilities, iong and distinguished
| publie lite, of high character and unblemished
reputation.”

,i:he national platform expresses the faith of
the party upon national questions for the re-
publicans of Indiana. We de¢lare:

Crimes aguinst an equal ballot and equel
representation are destructive of free govern-
meot. The iniquitions and unfair ap portion-
ment for congressional and legislative pur-
poses, made at the behest of the liquor league

0ies

GEN.
! of Tndiana, followed by eonspiracy and forgery
upon the election returns of 1556, in Marion
county, for which a number of prominent
democratic leaders were indicted and trieq,
two of whom are now suflering the deserved
penalty of lhril: acts, demand the rebuke of
every patriotic citizen,

ALVIN P. HOVEY.

The gerrymander, by
which more than half of the people of the
state are shorn of their just rights, must be re-
pealed and constitutional appoertionments
made, whereby Lhe votes of members of all
political parties shall be given equal foroe and
effect, equal political rights to be the only basis
of a truly demoeratic and republican form of
government. _

The action of the demoerats in the last gen-
eral assembly was revolutionary and eriminal,
The will of the people expressod in u peaceshle
and lawful election, advised and participated
in by the democratic party, was set at defiancee,
and the coustitution and laws as expounded by
the supreme court of the United States dis-
regarded and nullified. Publie and private
rights were subverted and destroyved, and the
capitol of the state disgraced by vielence und
brutality, The alleged election of a U, 8, sena-
tor was accomplished by frand and foreed by
high-handed usurpation of power, the over-

{ throw of constitutional and legal forms, the
setting aside of the results of u popular elec-
tion and the theft of the prerogutives of duly

| elected and and qualified members of the legis.
lature. That stolen senatorship is part of the
demoeratic administration at Washington, now
in power by virtue of public crimes and the
nullification of constitution nud laws,

The serions revelations of corruptions, stoun-
drelism aud outrage in the conduct of the penal
and benevolent institutions of the sluie, wade
before investignting committees of the last log
islature, and confessed by the actiou of a demo-
eratie governor and democratic legislators, en-
force the demand of an enlightened publie senti-
ment that these great and sacred trusts be for-
ever removed from partisan control.  We fuvor
placing ull publie iustitutions under a wisely-
conceived and bhonestly administered civil ser-
vice law.

Labor is the foundation of the state. It must
be free, well paid and intelligent to remain
honorable, prosperous aand digniied. 1o th
interests of labor we favor the establishiment
and permanent maintenance of a bureau of
labor statistics. We favor the puassage
and striet enforcement of laws whi h
will absolutely wevent the  eompel-
tivm of illl}!ﬂrll‘.l"] servile, convict or
contract  labor of all  kinds with
free labor; prohibit the employment of young
children in factories and mines; guaranice to
workingmen the most favorable eonditions (or
their serviee, especially proper safeguards Jor
life and comfiort in mines aud factories, on rail.

cure which the dutics and powers of Lhe state
mine inspector should be Ml!.-nniw-ri and pro.
vision made whereby only skilled and cowm.
petent men can be placed in positions where
they may be in control of the Lives and sofety
others; enforce the certain und frequent pay-
ment of wages; abridge the hours of lubor
wherever practicable, and provide for the sub-
mission to just and impartial erbitration, un-
der regulations that will make the arbitration
effective, all controversies between working-
men and their employers. The right of wage-
workers to organize for the legitimate pro-
motion of their mutual good caunot be ques-

tioned.

the only sure defense for the rights of the peo-
le. Itis the highest dutyof the State aad
ome governments to administer all laws for
the protection of life and property. and the ab.
dication of this function to private and per.
sonal agencies is dangerous to the publie
ace, and subversive of proper respeet for
egal authority.
We favor such legislation as will secure to
every head of a family in Indiana a comforta.

ble homestead, in addition to the personal
roperty now exemptled {rom execution by the

aw,

the constitutional amendment adopted by so
large a majority for that purpose, and a law
for the equitable compensation of publie ofli-
cinls should be gromptly enacted. The meth-
ods of county an

economized and simplified.

The amendments to the state constitution
making the terms of county officers four years,
and shikh out the word “white” from section
1, article a6l

|

OLDS of |

. .-f!l---'.r_.'.! elui ni ol

1 970,41 discount

| operntion o
| political f

b:' impoveriswad T { o 18¢ Of

mate tresy e
' the dem oeratic stale sdr

A just and equal enforcement of the law is |

Fees and salaries should be equsalized under |

township businesa should be |

ways and in all hazardous oecupations; to se- |

{ bave grasped

a part of the rezalar militin force for the de-
fense of the state, shonld be renewed.

Railway and ather public corporations should
be subjected to contrel through the legislative
power that ereated them - theirundue influnence
in legislation and in courts, and the imposition
of unned upon the ].rrruplf.
thirough ase of stock or capis
tal, should be summ lv prevented,

The f(ree, nnsectariag lie school system
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tional provision for ¢ common school education
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Democeatie filtbustering in the natronal honve
of representatives prevented the return the
trensnry the state of Indinna the sawm of
SN 875158, the justice of which claim agninst
the general governwent has been officially
scknowledeed aud its repayment provided lor.
Like hostile dewocratic action has also pre-
vented the return of our state treasury of $608,+
and interest on war loan bonds,
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CHARLES J. GRIFFIX,
governor. Goaded on by the absolute cer-

inty of defeat without the aid of his
name on the ticket, the party managers
¢ with desperation of
drowning men at the hope of securing
fromn him & reconsideration of his purposes
not to be a candidate. Catching at this
straw of hope the machine postponed tha

T
wllg

| eonvention to a date so late as to incur the

dirapproval of the vast majority of the
party in the endeavor to secure from Mr,
Porter a recantation of his withdrawsl,
But all the artfully laid plans went amiss,
and the republican party goes into the
race deprived of the aid of that name on
the ticket, which many have declared wat
necessary to success, The conduct of the

| Porter boom has been peculiar. While

in his every public utterunce hae
bas declared himself not a candie
date, those gupposed to be in his cone
fidence have gtoutly maintsined that
Gov. Porter would yet be a ecandidate,
Another element wlvnich has becn endeavs
oring to secure the nomination of the exs
governor has heen the following of Gen.,
Harrison which has urged that Porter
must be the nominee to order to secure te

Mr. Harrison the vote of his own state

#0 that colored men way become | This latter eleent bas of late been the




