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AMONG  THE  -PARSEES.

THE REY. DR, TALMAGE SPENDS
TWO WEEKS AT BOMBAY.

His Talks with Nbted Fire Worship-
ers—investigntion of Parsee Catech-
isma—A Visit to a Tower of Sllencew
Heathen Matrimonial Kites.

—_——

BROOKLYN, Dec. 23.—The Rev., Dr.
Talmage, continuing his series of round
the world sermons through the press
today for his subject ““The Fire
Worshipers,” tha text eelected being
Matthew fi, 1, “There came wise men from
the East to Jerusalem.”

These wise were the Parsees, or
the so-called fire worshipers, and I found
their descendants in India last October.
Their heathenism !5 more tolerable than
any of the false religlons and has
more alleviations, and while In this Tound
the world serfes 1 have already shown you
the worst forms of heathenism today ¥
ehow you the least offensive.

The 1 if the Parsess was Zoroaster

He was poet and phllosopher
as well as religionist. His
thrived first in Persia, but
under Mohammedan persecution they re-
Indla, met them, and
In addition to what 1 saw of them at their
headquarters in Bombay, India, 1 had two
weeks of assoclation with one of the most
learned and genial
board from Bombay to Brindisl,
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Q.—What constitut2 good thoughts, good
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A.—Honesty, charity and trathfulness
constitute the former, and dishonesty, want
of charity and falsehood constitute the lat-
ter

And now, the better to show you these
Parsees, 1 tell you of two things 1 =zaw
within a short time in Bombay. It was an
afternoon of contrast.

We started for Malabar
the wealthy classes have thelr embowered
homes and the Parsees thelr sirangs
ple of the dead. As we rode along the wa-
ter's edge the sun was descending the gky,
and a disciple of Zoroaster, a Parsee, was
in lowly posture, and with reversntial
gaze looking Into the gky. He would have
besn sald to have been worshiping the sun,
as a. Parsees are sald to worship the fire.
But the inteligent Parace does not worship
the fire. He ooks upon the sun as the
emblem of warmth and light of the
Creator. & baze of light,
whether mountain hight or
in the sky. more easily bring to
mind the glory of God—at least, 20 the
Parsees tell me. Indeed they are the
peasantest heathn I have met. They
treat thelr wives as equals, while the Hin-
doos and Buddhists treat them as cattle,
athough the cattie and sheep and swine
are better off than most of the women of
Indla. .

This Parsee on the roadside on our way
to Malabar hill was the only one of that
religion I had ever seen engaged In wor-
ship. Who knows but that bevond the
light of the sun on which he gazes he may
catch a glimpse of the God who is light
and “in whom there 8 no darkness at
all?*
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Where the Dead Lie.

We passed on up through gates into the
garden that surrounds the place where the
Puarsees dispose of their dead. This garden
was given by Jamshidji Jijibhal and iIs
beautiful with flowers of all hue and foli-
age of all siyles of veln and notch. and
stature. There I8 on all sides great opu-
lence of fern and cypress. The garden is
10 feet about the level of the sea. Not
far from the entrance 8 a building where
the mourners of the funeral procession go
in to y. A light s here kept burning
year in and year out. We ascend the gar-
den by some eight stone steps. The body
of a deceased aged woman was belng car-
ried in toward the chief *“tower of si-
lence,” There are five of these towers.
Seversl of them have not besn used for a
long while. Four persons, whose business
it is to do this, carry In the corpse. They
are followed by two men with long beards.
The tower of silence to which they come
cost $150.600 and Is 25 feet high and 278
feet around and without a roof. The four
carriers of the dead and the two bearded
men come io the door of the tower, enter
and leave the dead, There are three rows
of places for the dead—the outsr row for
the men, the middle row for the women,
thd Inside row for the children. The life-
Jess bodles are left exposed as far down as
the waist. As soon as the employes retire
from the tower of silence the wvultures,
now one, now  two, nNOW many, swoo
upon the lifeless form. Thees vultures ﬂﬁ
the alr with thelr discordant voices. We
saw them in long rows on the top of the
whitewashed wall of the tower of silence,
In & few minutes they have taken the last

of thelr people on ship-

i wWorms

{ beaide that of the gro
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them that day, and some flew away as
though surfeited. They somelimes carry
away with them parts of a body, and it Is
no unusual thing for the gentlemen Iin
their country seats to have dropped into
their doorways a bone from the tower of
silence.

In the center of this tower 5 a well,
into which the bones are thrown afler
they are bleached. The hot sun and the
rainy season and charcoal do their work
of disintegration and disinfection, and then
there are slulces that carry into the sea
what remains of the dead. The wealihy

people of Malabar hill have made strenu-
ous efforts to have these strange [owers
removed as a nuisance, but they remain
and will no doubt for ages remain.

Reverence for the Elements of Natare

I talked with & learned Parsee about
these mortuary customs, He sald: *“I1
suppose you consider them very peculiar,
bul the fact is we Parsees reverence the
elements of nature and cannot consent to
defile them. We reverence the fire, and
therefore will not ask it to burn our dead,
We reverence the water and do not ask it
to submerge our dead. We reverence the
earth and will no: ask It to bury our dead.
and so we let the vultures take them
away.”" He confirmed me In the theory
that the Parsees act on the prineciple that
the dead are unclezn. No one must touch
such a body. The carriers of this “tomb
of sllence' must not put thelr hands on
the form of the departed. They wear
gloves lest somehow they should be con-
timinated. When the bones are to be re-
moved from the sldes of the tower and put

in the well at the center, they are touched |

carefully by tongs. Then these peaple be-

gldes have very decided theorles about the ]

democracy of the tomb.
caste among the dead.
boor, the afffuent and
ga through the same “‘tower of silence,
down side by side with ather occupants,
have their bodles dropped Into the same
abyss and be carried out through the same
canal and floal away on the same sei. No
P}"!“flf!--r of Nexc ropolls no ‘i.']]‘]-_‘i;_’j"].: Ol
mauscieum, no pomp of dome obelisk.
Zoroaster's teachings resulted these
“towers of silence." He wrote, “Naked
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mode is awful, and the beaks of hese
are probably no more ¢ than the
»f the body devouring the sacred
human form in cemets Nothing but
the resurrection day ecan undo the awful
work of death, whether it now be put out
of sight by outting r flying wing,
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coup.e, Before the
p.atter of rice. He began to address the
young man and woman We could not
hear a word, but understio
if we had heard. Ever and anon he punc-
tuated his ceremony by a handful of riese,
which he picked up from the platter and
flung now toward the groom and now to-
ward the bride.

The ceremony

went on interminably.
We wanted

to hear the conclusion, but

the |
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a |

mourning to laughter! From gathering
shadows to gleaming lights! From obse-
quies to wedding! PBut how much of all
our lves iz made up of such opposites! 1
have carried in the same pocket and read
from them in the same hour the liturgy of
the dead and the ceremony of espousals,
And so the tear meels the smile, and the
dove meets the vulture,

The Glorious Gospel of Cheist,

Thus I have set before you the best of

all the religions of the heathen world, and
I have done =0 In order that you might
come to higher appreciation of the glo-
rious religion which has put iis benedic-
tlon over us and over Christendom.
Compare the absurdities and mummerles
of heathen marriage with the plain *1
will!" of Christian marriage, the hands
joined in plecdge *“til. death do you part."
Compare the doctrine that the dead may
not be touched with as sacred and tender
and loving a kiss as |s ever given, the last
kiss of lips that never again will speak to
us., Compare the narrow bridge Chinvat,
over which the departing Parsee sou. must
tremblingly cross, to the wide open gate
of heaven, through which the departing
Christian =ou. may triumphantly enter.
Compare the twenly-one books of the Zend
Avesta of the Parses, which even the
scholars of the sarth despair of understand-
ing, with our bible, 50 much of it as s nec-
eéssary for our salvation in language
pain that “a wayfaring man, though a
fool, need not err therein.' Compare the
“tower of slence,” with Its wvultures, at
Bombay, with the Greenwood of Brook.yn,
with its sculptured angels of resurrection,
and bow yoursaives in thanksgiving and
prayer as you rea’lge that {f at tha battles
of Marathon and Salamis Persia had tri-
umphed over ingtead of Greece
triumphing over Persia, Parsesism, which
was the national religion of Persia, might
have covered the earth, and you and I, in-
stead of sitting in the noonday light of our
Christlas have b

80

Greace

glorious My might
groping in the depressing shadows of Par-
secism, a religlon as inferior to thatl which
; inspiration in lif: and our hope
death as Zoroaster of Perzia was inferior
to our radiant and superhuman Christ,
whom be honor and gory and dominion
victory and song, worid without end
Amen!
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MAKING HIM FEEL AT HOME.

How Many Crimes Are Committed in
the Nnme of Hospltality.

mistakes made in thls
world with e best intentiona! How often
we condole with each oher when we-should
rejoice! How frequently a man
friend to take a drink, *'just
under the impression that he

How many

are
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more,’"
is doing him
anxious
get home to his family! There I8 no» mis
take s0 hard to correct that which

made with the best motives possible,
the Philadelphia Press

The other day Buggins invited Muggins
out 1o dinner, Muggin® I5 rather shy, but
he managed (o up encugh courazg
to accept. Mrs. Buggins and :he thr
Miss=z Buggins held a councll

“What is Mr. Muggins fond of 7"
Mrs., Buggins,

“I'm blessed If T know "™

“Find out today If you
edlie.. So Bugeins went to a
advice.
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night."
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ou won't refuse.” S Muggins
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another. His sh QVEerpowear:
and he it without a murmur
swillbwed that, too. The eagle eve o
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aquailed,

“Poor Mr. Muggins,'
thetically, “*have they
Never mind; I'll take care
a cup if coffee.'”

How could he . He never
discovered how he emptied tahat cup
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Jes' ‘Fore Christmmas,
1.
me Willlam,

Father calls sister calls me
Wil
Mother calls me

me Bill! :
Mighty glad I ain’t a girl—ruther b> a boy
ut them sashes, curls an' things that's
worn by Fauntleroy!
o chawnk green appresa
min' in the lake—
to take the castor-ile
belly-ache!
Most all the time the hull

ain't no flles on me :
But jes’ before Christmas I'm as good as 1

kin be!

II.

Got a yaller dog named Sport—sick 'Im on

the cat;
thing she

where she
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llers ©
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an’ go swim-
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Hate they give

year roun'

knows she doesn't know

is at!

Fust

Got a clipper-sled, an’ when us boys goes

i Jusg as well as |

were told that the ceremony would g0 on i

for a long while—indeed that
not conclude until 2 o'clock in
ing, and this was only between 7 and 8
o'clock in the evenlng. There would be a
recess after awhile in the ceremony, but it
would be taken up again in earnest at
12:30. We enjoyed what we had seen, but
felt incapacitated for six more hours of
wedding ceremony. Silently wishing the
couple a happy iife in each other's com-
panship, we pressed our way through the
throng of congratulatory Parsees. All of
them seemed bright and appreciative of the
occasion. The streets outside jovously
sympathized with the transactions inside.
Women in Indian.

We rode on toward our hotel wishing
that marriage in all India might be as
much honored as in the ceremony we had
that evening witnessed at the Parsee wed-

it would

the morn- | to
riu bi'-

ding. The Hindoo women are not so mar- |

ried. They are simply cursed into the
conjugal relation, Many of the girls are
married at geven and tpn years of age, and
some of them are grandmothers at thirty.
They can never go forth Into the sunlight
with their faces uncovered. They must stay

at home. Alli styles of maltreatment are

theirs. If they bgcome Christians, they be-
comeé outcasts. A missionary told me in
India of a Hindoo woman who became a
Christian. She had nine children. Her
husband was over seventy years of age,
and yet at her Christlan baptism he told
her 1o go, and she went out homeless, As
long as woman is down India will be down.
No nation was ever elevated except
through the elevation of woman. Parsee
marriage s an improvement on Hindoo
marriage, but Christian marriage is an im-
provement on Parsee marriage.

A fellow traveler in Indla told me he
had been writ] to his home In England
trying to get a law passed that no white
woman could be legally married -in India
untll she had been there six months, Ad-
mirable law would that be! If a white
woman zaw what married life with a
Hindoo s, she would néever undertake [t
Off with the thick and ugly vell from
woman's face! Off with the crushing
burdens from her shoulders! Nothing hut
the of Jesus Christ will ever make
life in India what it ought to be,

But what an afternoon of contrast in
Bombay we experienced! From the tem-

of silence to the temple «f hilarity!
the vultures to the doves! From

cart an' we all

the grocery man |s

“Oh, you nevel

brother

Is good

'Long comes the grocery
when
up his hoss;
An'
before Christmas I'm as good as |
be a md
As wuz ¢t up by the cannib’ls that lives in
iz vile!
Or read the life uv Daniel Boone, or else
cowboys
enough f'r me—

put to slide
hook a ride!
But, sometimes,
worrited and cross,
He reaches at me with his whip, and larrups
then I laff and holler:
teched me!"
But i:h
in bel
III1.
Gran'ma says she hopes that when I git
in
a missionerer like her oldes
Tan
Ceylon’'s isle, ]
Where every prospeck pleases an' only man
But gran'ma she had never been to see a
Wild West show,
1 guess she'd know
That Buffalo Blll an’
Excep’ jes' 'fore Christmas, when I'm good
a8 kin bei
IV.
Then ol' Sport hé hangs around, so sollum
ltke an’ still— .
His eyes the'f seem a-rg.ayin:
matter, little Bill?
The cat she 8 8 down off her perch, a-
wonderin® what's become
Uy them two enemies uv hern that ust ter

make things hum!
But 1 am so pelite and stick so earnestlike
says to father:

to biz,
That
Willle 1s!"

mother
roved our
But father, havin' been a boy hisself, sus-
picions me,
When jes’ ‘fore Christmas I'm as good as
1 kin be!
V.

For Christmas, with it lots an' lota of
candles, cakes and toys,

Wuz made, they say, {'r proper kids, and
not 'r naughty boys!

80 wash yer face, and bresh yer halr, an'
mind yer p's and q's,

An' don't bust out yer pantaloons, an*
don't wear out yer shoes;

Say yessum to the ladies, an' yessir to the

men,

An' when they's eompafhy don't pass yer
late 'r ple again: :

But thinkin’ uv the things you'd like to see
upon that tree,

Jew' 'Mm Christmas be as good as you kin

—Eugene Field in December Ladies’ Home.
Journal

“What's er

“How Iim-

Not Satisfactory,

Contributor—"“Pretly poem, isn't it7"

Magazine FEditor—''Yes, very; but
can't publish '

Contributor—"Why not?"

Magazine Editor—'“Why, anybody ean
tell at the firat reading precisely what It
means."—8Somerville Journal.

See Page 5.

Bubscribers to The Weekly Sentinel
would do well to read our great offer on
page 5. Be sure you read it. /
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LESSON XIII, FOURTH QUARTER, IN-
TERNATIONAL SERIES, DEC. 30,

A Comprehensive Review of the Les-
sons of the Fourth Quarter—Golden
Text, Heb. xill, S—Commeniary by
the Rev, D. M Stearns,

Lesson I—Jesus at Nozareth (Luke iv,
16-30). Golden text, Heb. xii, “See
that ye refuse not Him that speaketh.” As
we see Jesus reading from the prophecy of
Isajah In the synagogue in His own town
and proclaiming that those words were
fulfilled in Him we remember His words
to the two with whom He walked to Em-
maus and believe Him surely to have been
the one of whom Moses and the prophets
did write. OQur hearts would say_ with
Nathaniel: ““Thou art the Smm of God.
Thou art the King of Israel.”

Lessgn I1I—The Draft of Fizshes (Luke
v, 1-11). Golden text, Mark 1, 17. “Come
ye after me, and 1 will make you to be-
come fishers of men.” Ses Him feeding
hungry souls with the bread of life which
never perisheth, and in a
giving the weary toiles of that which
isheth such an abundance as they had not
dreamed of, and for wihch they had toiled
all night in vain, i ] Tyes
sommand, “Folli
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Lesson XI—The
Math. x, 5-16):
7. “As ye go,
lom of heaven

for the 4

Twelve Sent Forth
Gaolden Text, Math, x
preach, saying, the king-
iz at hand." The one thing
of Christ to give =epecial
heed to is obezdience, in Isa. i,
19, tn bhe “willing and obedient.” He whe
sends forth makes himself responsible for
mur food and raiment are to have
y care about that. We have only to go in
His .name and 2]l the good news, proving
by our lives that it has indesd been and is
good news to us,
Lesson XII-The Prince
Christmas lesson), 1I=a,
Text. Isa, ix, 7, "Of
government and peace -
pnd.” This iz the kingdom long foretold
which in the last lesson the apostles
preached to the Jews as at hand, the king-
dom which shall have Jesus for its king,
sitting on David's throne at Jerusfalem, from
whence He shall reign as king over all the
parth. Israel and Judah shall dwell zafely
in their own land, a holy people, and all
nations shall be blessed through them (Jer.
ili, 17: xxiii, 5, 6; 1sa. Ix, 1-3). The prac-
tical part for us is to let Jesus now have
the government of all our affairs, and in
gquietness of mind live to make Him known.
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there shall be no
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He Was Shocked.

It s truly a-maizing thing, this European
indifference ta corn, The people eat some
such queer things over there that
wou'd think that corn would seem a
mighty blessing. In the course of two
‘ong journeys over various parts of Europs

ane

we have never but once found the cereal, |

and that was a! a hotel almost entirely
patronized by Americans, and kept by a
man who had lved in America, in Pars,
We were (alking of corn o an Engllsh-
man this summer. Said he: "And do you
really eat It in the states?" ““Why, yes"”
“We on.y feed It to anima’s."” "“Well, yvou
treat your animals better than yourselves.'
He paused for a minute. Than: “Tell
me,” zald he, “in what way do you eat
it “On the ear——"" ““The ear! Oh,
faney. How strange!” And he looked
quite shocked.—Reochester Post-Express.

Doubtless with Good Reason.

Uppen A. Cumming—'"The fact s, sair,
woraen need more exercise, T'm golog to
give my wife a Ch present of a
foot ball.” 1

Teius Y, Knott="T'm not. My wife does
enough kicking already.'"—Chicago Tribe
uné,

BUY A WATGH NOW!

CIAL PRICES.

WARRANTED § YEARS,
Ameriea Flag Rolled
warrant~l by the manuf *r o wear for
excelent wateh that will glve
nnd wear as warranted: fitted

Wateh Companvy Works,
n New ersey, Good time-
retall price,

Plate case,

LN

gular

LT

No.
WARRANTED 21 YEARS.

Fahvs's Monarch, li-karat Gold Filled
case, made of two heavy piates of li-karat
Solld Gold over 4 sheel o fine hard metal
snd Specially Warranted to wear I1 years,
[«"1:t.-.1' complete with Eigin, Waltham or
Hampden movement, jeweled in rubles, ex.

nsion balance, sifety pinion and dJdust

Regular retall priee, §0,00,
. pur price, gents’ size
BlER.csesnsrisnanses

-
he

ladles’

ing address:
NAME ...vvvn-.
POSTOFFICE
COUNTY .....

STATE ........

.

| money.
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INDIANA STATE SENTINEL:

Please send one

‘Order by nu
ber only and send |

o |

cash with order.

Don’

ces below.

If you want a Watch for the holidays, select that Watch now. Wae
offer great values in a magnificent selection of very fine Watches.
We can sell to our readers watches for just one-half the price that
they would cost at any jewelry store.

t fail to read OUR SPE-

The cuts below represent Joseph Fahys's celebrated Montauk, Mon-
arch and James Boss's world-renowned Cases. *
Cases will be furnished either plain (engine-turned) or beautifully en-
graved, as the subscriber prefers.
Note carefully the descriptions and pri

No. 3.

DEUBER SILVERINE.
Full

bright,

eV ey

polished
color for-
silVer.
of sil-
mire

them

open-face,
keep (is
than snlid
of parts
r and nickel, and wears better than
siiv and wili not tarnish, We fit
i Waltham

welght
=1
bhetter

composition

J-ounce
guarante
{ wear

I8 a

with Hampden, Elgin or WOTKS,
rith jeweled balance and every late im-
provement. Guaranteed good timekeepers
and serviceable and reliable watch for liltle
Regular retall price,

No, 3, our price, gents' size

No. 10,
WARRANTED 25 YEARS
14 i\-‘i!v.‘i.. .- 5:-‘ . H '-‘ I...

Hghes Cii 8¢

led watch, the
manufactured
gunrantéad N nade of 14 karat '.‘r\_l]d
er a fin isitlon and warranted by
The Deube ach Case Company (o weal
VERL s,
Fitted complete with Hampden, Waltham
Elgin Works, full Jjeweiad, excellent
Regular retall price, #0
Eents’ slze
Eixs, .

s
-

7ahYs %

“MORTAUK
\

WARRANTED 1§ YEARS

WARRANTED 2 YEARS,

Dusber Gold Filled ease
Hunting f-{h:r;n'.--j has solid
Gold Joints, Bow and Crown and is war-
ranted by Special Signed Guarantee t
wear for 20 years. Certainly the best value
for the money ev offered, fitted with
either of the well known makes of Ameri-
can Watches, viz: Hampden, Elgin or
Waltham, with jeweled exXpansion bal-
ances, safety pinions and dust bands. Reg-
ular i1 price, 3&5.00

~ ogur price, gents" =size............. 84
ladies'

Guaranteed
l:.'.).':q‘_ i ¥

. .

watch No...

weo AILLin nd having no

wzes do c wWenr L pockets. We

them with the renowned Elgin, Waltham

pendant setting works, with
ment. !f{"

Hampden |
improver gular retall

every latest
grice, $20.00

0. 6, our price,

ieeeee...310 90
WARRANTED QUALITY 4 KARAT,

Guarantesd to wear 20 Years,
World renowned &
Solid Gol tch case, made of 14
ine stiffening metal,
gpecial certificate to

gents’ size

vmes B

14 karat,

jeweled
al. In
Regulator
) made by
anton, Ohio,

s¢ an elegant,
b fAne jlewels
Fatent

Regul
-

. 8 o
N 1l, on

| No. 12,

QUALITY 14 KARAT GOLD,
Warrantad 20 years
The Best “THE DUBBER.” Full Bass'na
fancy aved 14 Karat Gold case, war.
ranted gpecial oflicial puarantes to
wear for 20 yeart ality of Guld guare
anteed ] made over a
fine comp the favorite shaps

I iproved mode! El.
v th Eigin Natlonal
Regular retail price

size....ccc..... I8 DO
15 7 i5 %

ice, ladies’

.... to the follow-

Inclosed find draft (or money order) for $.........c.ue

The watch will reach you within a week after you send the order.

Remember that these watches are guaranteed to be precisely as they are represented.
¢an assure our readers that every watch will give complete and entire satis action,
both useiul and ornamental, a thing ol beauty and a joy forever,

THE INDIANA STATE SENTINEL, Indianapolis, Ind

We
It will be




