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MOBRE EXPANSION,
' United BStates to Acquire the Danish
West Indles.

Nxw York, Jan. 18.—Captain W. V.
Christmas, of Copenhagen, who has
been at the Hotel Manhattan fora few
days, has gone to Washington. He is
one of the accredited agents of the
Danish government in the pending
megotiations lookinggto a sale to the
United States of the islands of St.
Thomas, St. John and St. Croix, known
a8 the Danish West Indies. Captain
Christmas said he believed the nego-
#ations in progress would soon reach
& satisfactory termination. The price
firat demanded was $13,000,000, then it
was reduced to $7,500,000, but now the
Danish government is willing to accept
$4,000,000, which sum will about enable
the authorities of Denmark to pay the
woolonial indebtedness.

‘‘Denmark,” said Captain Christmas,
“cannot afford to be on bad terms with
the United States. Several European

wers want the Danish West Indies,

ut King Christian prefers they should
be the property of the United States.
In the event of the construetion of the
Nicaraguan or Panama canal the
slands will be of special value to the
people as a coaling station

ginted with the islands,

adfothor  Admiral

5 many

wvill prove

ted States

gon as matters reach

tage I shall disappear, and
megotiations will be eoncluded by Con-
stantins Brun, the Danish minister at
Washington. Henry White, a member
of the American legation at London,
regnogt trips to Copenhagen on

_.-~" this matter, and the affair is about

eloged,”
:

EXCITEMENT IN GERMANY,

Government Is Interpellated on BSelzure
Question.

BERLIN, Jan. 18.—In the reichstag
an interpellation signed by Herr Moel-
ler, national liberal, and all the mem-
bers of the reichstag, except the social
democrats and independents, was in-
troduced. It was as follows:

‘*What steps have the federal gov-
ernment taken in regard to the seiz-
ure of German ships by agents of the
English government?”

In view of the excited state of public
epinion concerning the seizures, the
interpellation will probably be speed-
ily answered. The Hamburg Nach-
richten advises German reprisals
ngainst Great Britain and expresses its
belief that a coalition of neutral pow-
ers would be feasible. It goes so far
as to suggest that Germany should
head sucha coalition. It is asserted
by a high authority that if England
much longer delays the satisfaction
+~ Which Germany demands, the emperor
~ would participate in a eoalition move-
ment to compel her to respect the cong

mercial rights of neutrals at seg
——— Rt Y

iveg U His Position In the Army an
> Will Re-enter Congress.

FLORENCE, Ala., Jan. 18.—The first
absolute news of the intended course
of General Joe Wheeler came in a pri-
vate letter to Hon. William J. Wood, a
personal friend of the general. The
letter, which is dated Manila, Decem-
ber 2, says:

“I saw in papers from the United
Btates that the commissioner of the
land office was again recommending
that our mimeral lands :be sold under
the act of March 3, 18903, and I wrote to
him urging that this be not done until
we get our school lands out of it. I

t to leave in a few days for the
United States and will devote myself
to getting the bill through, which I
think I can do now. I could not have
left here while the campaign was on
without being subjected to severe crit-
fcism. I have resigned my position in
the army.”

BULY.ER MAKES ADVANCE.

Occuples thas Hills Beyond Pelgloter's
Dritt.

LoxpoN, Jan. 18.—General Buller
eompletely surprised the Boers and oc-
_eupied the hills beyond Pelgieter's
drift, fifteen miles west of Colenso, on
January 10. This intelligence is con-
tained in a Times dispatch, dated yes-
terday. He followed up the movement
by shellihg the Boer trenches.

AGAINST ROBERTS.

Special Committes Against His Holding
Beat in Congress.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 18.—The special
eommittee of the house to investigate
the case of Brigham II. Roberts of
Utah, has reached a conclusion. On
the pelygamous status of Roberts the
eommittee is nunanimous in the affirm-
ative. On the question of procedure
to be adopted the coumittee is divided.
A majority, consisting of all members
except Littlefield, of Maine, and Dear-

'mond, of Missouri, favored exclusion
at the outset. Littlefield and Dearmond
will make a minority report favorable
to seating Roberts on his prima facie
rightsand then expelling him.

Bombardment at Mafeking.

PRETORIA, Jan. 13.—As a result of
the bombardment of Mafeking yester-
day the British fort at Eastward was

- . demolished and the British retired.

One Boer was wouuded.

Mason's Pure Food BIll

WAsmiNaTON, Jan. 17.—Among the
‘bills introduced in the senate is one by
Mason to prevent the adulteration of
foods and drugs. It creates a bureau
of chemistry in the agricultural de-
partment and provides for food inspec-
tion by that department.

A sermon that was destined to be
undelivered was prepared by Rev. Noah
Rogers, of Holsington, Kansas. He
sat up very late while writing it. The
next morning his wife found him dead
fn bed. The sermon Tay on a table,
and it bore the suggestive title: *‘Pre-
pare to Meet Thy God.”

A thrifty Maine fisherman d wcllls
Tak-
ing advantage of the different bounty
laws of the two siates, he cuts off the
noses of seals and collects $1 each on
them in Maine; then he takes the tails
to Massachusetts and gets another
bounty there. His wife then works
jelna into gloves and hats.

THE NEWS IN I0WA

MUSCATINE & NORTHERN ROAD.

New Road to Be Bullt from Muscatine
to Independence.

Des MoINES, Jan. 19.—The extensive
railroad building the past year does
not seem to injure the prospect for an
increased number of miles of new track
in 1900. The latest in railroad con-
struction is the building of the Mus-
catine, Tipton & Northern. The line
will be built between Muscatine and
Independence, via Tipton and Ana-
mosa. The project has been talked of
for several months, but late events
give the story color of truth, It is
thought that the management of this
new line will be slightly related to the
Chicago & Northwestern. While the
roads may be operated separately yet
it is understood they will have on ‘‘un-
derstanding” as to ‘‘freight connect-
ions.” The old grade between Musca-
tine and Tipton will be utilized, with
the exception of a few miles. Engin-
eer T. B. Tobie has completed the
survey between the two latter towns
and if the weather perm’ts the corps
will continue-the work to Independence.
The road will touch but very few
towns between Anamosa and the ter-
mination of the new line. The country
which is to be tapped is very fertile
and it is expected that many new
towns will spring np. The towns that
the new road will touch are Muscatine,
Tipton, Olin, Newport, Anamosa,
Prairiesburg, Cogen and Independence.

CONSTITUTIONAL.,

Inheritance Taxes Upheld In the Supreme
Court of Iowa.

Drs MoINES, Jan. 22.—An important
decision has been handed down in the
supreme court in the case of John V.
Ferry et. al., appellees, vs. 8. C. Camp-
bell, executor, etc. and John Ferriott,
treasurer of state, annellants, The
gourt holds that inheritange taxes are
constitutional and that the amenda-
tory act passed by the Twenty-seventh
general assembly in 1808 provides
the notice required, and remedies the
defectsof the original article, which it
declares unconstitutional. The case
appealed from the Pottawattamie dis-
trict, A. B. Thornell, judge. Itwas.a
suit in equity to enjoin defendants
from collecting an inheritance tax up-
on the property of the estate of Frank
C. Stewart. The court held that “‘in
view of the subsequent legislation,
the judgment of the trial court should
be reversed and the cause remanded
for further proceedings.”

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

—_——

Caucus Held to Determine Text of BIill
for New Schools.

DEs Moixes, Jan, 20.—The caucus of
legislative members interested in the
establishment of new normal schools
in Iowa, indicated to the lobbyists for
location of the 1
much in evidence about the legislative

alls, that it would be much to their

schools, who are

Ncing i 'y W 11 home and |
king if they would all go B¢ AR the road has been let.

awalt the decision of the legislatureon
thedf™lin question. as to whether anv

hools at all should be established.

his was not done
manner. The me- g simply indi-
cated to lotagmiagOy the terms of a
resolution, the lobbyists quickly grasp-
ing the situation that there was dan-
ger of the main proposition being de-
feated if the fight on location was al-
lowed to assume any larger propors
tions at present. A committee was
appointed by the caucus to draft a bill
for the establishment of the schools
and report at another caucus.

IOWA ENGINEERSN TALK ROADS.

Favor the Lewis Bill Recently Introdueed
in the State Senate.

DE8 MoINes, Jan. 21.—Without tak-
ing any action, endorsing any partic-
ular measure or adopting any resolu-
tions, the Iowa Engineers’ Society
concluded its sessions, after discussing
and showing a decided preference for
the Lewis good rcads bill, recently in-
troduced in the state senate. This
bill provides for county and state sys-
tems of taxation apd rocad building,
and the employment by the state exe-
cutive council of an engineer to super-
intend the making of good roads. The
bill was not formally considered, but
it was discassed at great length.
Officers were elected by the society for
the ensuing year as fol.ows: President,
Anson Marston, Ames; vice-president,
Lowell H. Stone, Des Moi:es; secretary-
treasurer, Seth Dean, Glenwood.

Barlington Rallway Improvements.

BurLINGTON, Jan. 21.—Articles of
incorporation for the Murray & Cres-
ton Railroad Company have been filed
for record in Burlington, the author-
ized capital stock of the corporation
being $2,000,000. The incorporators
are: C. P. Squires, W. N. McIarland,
Wm. Carson, W. W. Baldwin and C.
M. Levey, all stockholders and officers
of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
railroad. The incorporation is to
cover the new tracks to be built by the
Burlington road, between Murray and
Creston, changing the present single
track to a double track. The capital
stock represents the amount of money
to be spent in improvements by the
Burlington system in addition to those
already made.

Insurance Companies Must Pay.

DUBUQUE, Jan. 21.—The Clinton case
of Langan vs. several insurance coms-
panies, which refused to pay him for
losses sustained by fire, was decided by
Judge Shiras in favor of plaintiff for
the full amount of his policies, $20,000.
The companies involved are the Aetna,
Spring Garden, Palatine and Alliance.
The case will be appealed to the su-
preme court.

Bank Robber Sentenced.

Sac Crry, Jan, 21.—V. D. Sansom,
who, a short time ago, compelled at
point of a revovler, Lhe assistant cash-
ier of a Sac Cily bank to hand over
more than §500, was sentenced by
Judge F. 1I. Helsell, of Sioux Rapids,
to two years in the peniientiary. The
defense sought in vain to prove that
Sansom was insane,

Smalipox at Redfleld.

ApEL, Jan, 23.—Smallpox has ap-
peared at Redfield, cleven miles west
of Adel. |

{

AT MITOHELLVILLE,

Leglalative Committee Eundorses Doard
of Control Recommendations.

Drs Moinxs, Jan. 21.—About thirty-
five members of the legislature, com-
prised of the house committee on in-
dustrial schools and members most in-
tercsted in a change in the industrial
school conditions, visited the institu-
tion at Mitchellville. The school was
thoroughly investigated and after sup-
per a conference was held with the
leading citizens of the town at the
hotel, where an exchange of views
took place. As a result of the visit,
the members of the committee came
back with the idea that they will make
numcrous recommendationsfor changes
in the institution, endorsing largely
those made by the board of control.
At the conference the fact was brought
out that the citizens of the town are’
incensed at the reports sent out about
the institution and believe that they
have been grossly misrepresented.
Members of the committee expressed
the opinion that such was the case, and
that the citizens of the town are to be
credited with every laudable effort in
placing the school on a proper footing.

BHAW DECLINES.

IIe WIill Not Be a Candldate for the
Vice-Presldency.

Drs MoiNes, Jan. 23.—It is stated
decisively by Governor Shaw’s friends
at the state house that the governor
will not be a candidate for the vice-
presidency of the United States. They
are free to say thatin conferences with
them Governor Shaw has asserted he
would not permit his name to go
before the national convention as a
candidate for that oflfice. As thestate-
ments made by the state officials are
directly anthorized by the governor,
the statement of his position may be
regarded as final,

A Woolen MIIl Quits.

CrLINTON, Jan, 21,—The company op-
erating the woolen mills at Maquoketa
has decided to close the same and offer
the machicery for sale. The mill is
an old institution and has long been
noted forits excellent work. Improv-
ed machinery of the later and larger
mills has left it without a profit for
several years, and the stockholders
have decided to quit.

DBREVITIES,

Memories of the murder in Sioux
City of the Rev. George C. Haddock, on
August 3, 1886, have been revived re-
cently by news from Oklahoma that
Henry Peters, one of the men indicted
for the crime was not burned in the
furnace of a brewery, as had been sup-
posed all these years, but is living in
that territory. After the murder it
was believed that because of his
knowledge of who were the murderers
of Haddock, Peters was put out of the
way.

Lee A. Curtis, civil engineer, says a
Jate dispatch, reports that the survey
of the new Duluth & New Orleans

railroad has just been completed. 1t
is also reported that the contract for
the beginning of the construction of
The line of the
road. as marked out in the preliminary
survey, runs north from Des Moines
to Osage, passing throngh Cambridge,
Nevada, McCallsburg, Hubbard, lowa
Falls, Hampton, and two mileseast of
of Nora Springs.

Nate Linneger and Roy Sigafus,
two lads from Savanna, while rabbit
hunting, a few days ago, discovered
the remains of a man on Pulford
isl: n 1, near Savanna. The body was
in a rude box, the end of which pro-
truded from the earth, near the Iowa
shore. The decomposed remains were
wrapped in an old carpet. The mat-
ter was reported to the police, but the
officers have failed to identify the
body. Only a few months ago another
skeleton was found in that locality
which was not identified.

Judge Prouty, of the criminal divi-
sion of the district court of Polk coun-
ty, wants to reach the person or
persons, who, it is alleged. offcred a
bribe to a member of the Pollkk county
board of supervisors, in consideration
of securing a contract for making the
plans and for the erection of a new
court house. When the grand jury
made its report, Judge Prouty detained
the members for a few moments and
especially charged them to make in-
quiry into the matter and to return an
indictment if they find the published
statements sufliciently well grounded.

The Pottawattamie county grand
jury returned true bills against 8. P.
James, of Sonth Omaha, a ‘‘divine
herler,” and Mrs. P. B. Yates, of Tabor,
Iowa. on the charge of being crimi-
nally responsible for the death of the
latter's daughter, Ethel Yates, which
occurred in Council Bluffs January 5.
The post-mortem examination held on
the body of Miss Yates showed that
death was the result of appendicitis.
A physician who had been in attenl-
ance upon the case was dismissed and
the girl was treated by faith cure. A
deputy sheriff went to Tabor to arrest
Mrs. Yates,

Des Moines dispatch: JTowa plaster
manufacturers, who own and operate
the seven stutco mills at Fort Dodge,
have just succeeded, after considerable
effort, in securing concessions from
the supervising architects of the
United States treasury department,
which they believe will prove of great
benefit to them. For a number of
years the supervising architect has re-
fused to specify Iowa plaster in sub-
mitting his plans to contractors for
bids. He has favored adamant and
other hard plasters to the exclusion of
the brown coat stucco process. Re-
peated efforts have been made to se-
cure a change by interesting Iowa
members of congress but these have
failed. Recently T. I'. DBreene, repre-
senting one of the larger compauies,
went to Washington with samples and
endorsements of the well known brown
stucco process and succeeded in getting
several audiences with the supervising
architect. Ile showed him what had
been done with the stucco plaster, and
pointed out its advantages, with the
result that he secured a promise of
the specification of Iowa plaster on an
equal footing with other plasters in
all lettings of public work in the fu-
ture. Bince that time it has been spec-
ified ina number of buildings, with
the result that considerable new. busi-

ness has been obtained.

NEWS IN GENERAL

RELIEF OF LADYSMITH.

Dundonald Reported to Have Entered
‘With 1,600 Men.

DURBAN, Natal, Jan. 23.—The state-
ment comes from an excellent source
\n Pietermaritzburg that Lord Dun-
donald has entered Ladysmith with
1,600 men. This is not confirmed from
any other quarter, but it is known
that Lord Dundonald’s flying eolumn
has been acting well to the left of the
line of advance, :

Monday’s Fighting.

LONDON, Jan, 23.—The Daily Chron-
icle has reccived the following, dated
Spearmun’s camp, January 22, 4:15
p. m.:

‘‘General Warren continues pushing,
though he is necessarily making very
slow progress, as the Boers are numer-
ous and strongly entrenched. Our in-
fantry are working over parallel
ridges, while Lord Dundonald’s caval-
ry is lying well out on the left flank
and awaiting developments. The
Boers contest every inch of the ground.
This morning General Warren’s artil-
lery opened fire, but the Boers did not
veply and our fire became less hot.”

BRITISII WOUNDED.

Nearly Three Hundred Wounded In Stit-
urday's Battle.

LoNDON, Jan. 22.—The war office
posted a dispatch from General Buller,
dated January 21, 10 a. m., in which
he gave the following list of wounded
in the action near Ventor's Spruit
Saturday: Colonel B. Hamilton, staff
officer; Major C. McGregor, staff offi-
cer; Major F. English, Second Dublin
Fusiliers; Captain C. D. Vaughan,
First Border Rifles; Captain R. B.
Blunt, Second Lancashire Fusiliers;
Captain C. A. Hensley, Second Dublin
Fusiliers (since denad;) Second Lieuten-
ant Murier, First Border Rifles; Second
Lieutenant P. D. Stewart, Second
Gordons; Second Lieutenant M, G.
Crofton, Second Lancashire Fusiliers;
Second Lieutenant A. H. Keirry. First
York and Lancashires; two hundred
and seventy-nine noncommissioned
officers and men.

GREAT BATTLE IS NOW ON.

Fighting 1s Reported South and East of
Ladysmith,

LoxnoN, Jan. 19.—A special dispatch
from Durban, dated Wednesday, says:

‘‘Advices from Potgieter’s drift,
dated yesterday (Tuesday), say that
Sir Charles Warren has arvived within
seventeen miles of Ladysmith, and
that British wounded are arriving at
Mooi river field hospital by every train
from the front, indicating that there
has already been severe fighting.
Neither report has yet been con-
firmed.”

The Daily Chronicle’s military ex-
pert sees a curious analogy between
General Buller’s situation pow and on
the eve of Magersfontein. Now, ‘as
then, the Boers are making a stand
with their backs to investing lines
within a few miles. As Lord Methuen,
after erossing Modder river, had to at-
tack the Spyfontein and Magersfontein
hills, o General Buller, after passing
the Tugela. faces invisible intrench-
ments in a rough country.

GET A PACK TRAIN.

Americans Abandon Twenty-two Horses
to the Enemy.

MANILA, Jan, 23.—The escort of 50
men of Company C, Thirtieth infantry,
Lieut. Ralston commanding, which
was ambushed near Lipa, as already
cabled, consisted of 50 convalescents
from the hospital, who were going to
rejoin the regiment. The insurgents
hid in the bushes along the road and
opened fire upon the pack train from
three sides. The Americans, in addi-
tion to theircasualties, were compelled
to abandon the train which consisted of
22 horses. The latter, with their packs,
all fell into the hands of the insurg-
ents, who pursued the retreating
escort for threc miles, until the Amer
icans were re-inforced.

SITUATION OUTSIDE OF NATAL,

All Forces Are Resting on ']hc\lr Arms
While Buller Fights.
LoxNDoN, Jan. 23.—The British in the
districts in South Africa continue in-
active. Lord Methuen’s thirteen
thousand men remain behind their
works. General French’s four thous-
and at Rensberg, were aroused Sunday
by a general alarm that the Boers
were attacking, but it turned out that
there was no basis for this. General
Gatacre is quiescent at Colesburg. At
Ladysmith the deaths from enteric
fever and dysentery average ten aday.
Some fears are expressed that the gar-
rison may be so worn by privation and
disease as to be unable to do much in
*he way of helping General Buller.

THE TOWN OF TAAL IS TAKEN,

Insurgents Lost Ten Klilled and Two
Cannon Captured.

MANILA, Jan, 23.—Two companies
of the TForty-sixth infantry, under
Major Johnson, and three companies of
the Thirty-eighth infantry. command-
ed by Major Muir, defeated 800 insur-
gents at Taal, province of Batangas,
Saturday, taking the town. The
United States gunboat Marietta also
shelled the place. The insurgents had
four cannon, two of which were cap-
tured. Two Americans were wounded
and ten insurgent dead were found on
the field. .

Asks for New Armament,

Stockuorar, Jan. 23.—In the Swedish
budget, which balances nearly 150,-
000,000 kroners, and which is the larg-
est on record, King Oscar asks for for-
ty-six new batteries of artillery by the
end of 1003, One hundred thousand
new Mausers are to be manufactured,
and 50,000,000 cartridges, to te instore
within four years. A credit is asked
for a trial mobilization of the army
reserves. Another important item in
the budget is the railway appropria-
tion of 20,000,000 kroners, one-fourth
of which is to be applied in the pur-
chase of new roling stock.

Another German 'Vessel Released,
Berniy, Jan. 23.—+A dispatch receiv-
ed here from Durban says the German
bark Marie, loade{] with  sulphur,
which was capturedjearly In January
by the British crpiser Fearless and
taken to Port Elizapeth, has been un-

-oondmonullv releasi :
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CONGRESS.

BENATE. .

‘Washington. Jan. 16.—Pet s resolution
of inquiry and Lodge's substitute for it were
laid on the table and Hoar's general resolution
of inquiry was taken up. An effort of Pettigrew
to uneng it 80 as to oal! for the president's in-
structions to the Paris peace commisioners led
to a long debate. After the senate had oon-
sidered the matter behind closed doors the
amendment was rejected by o vote of 41 to 20
MoLaurin of South Carolina spoke on au amend-
ment which he had offered to the currency bill

HOUBE.

The urgent defiolency approprintion bill was
taken up {n the house ay under an agree-
ment which limited the general debate to today
Addresses were made by Cannon, McRae, Loud,
Livingston, Gl’lkﬁﬂ. Barney, Butler, Landid,
Robinson, Davis, Richardson and Hopkius.

BENATE.

‘Washington, Jan. 17.—An agreement has been
reached to take the final vote cn the pending
bill fixing gold as the standard of value in the
United States on Februnry 16, The drag-net
resolution of Inquiry regarding the conduct of
the Philippine war was adopted. - It was intro-
duced by Hoar, of Massachusetts, and practi-
cally was adopted as a general substitute for
resolutions of similur but less extended charae-
ter offered by Pettigrew nnd Lodge. Beyond a
vigorous speech by Pettigrew the resolution
aroused no debate, as it {s within the discretion
of the president to send or not to send any of
the information requested. The resolution of-
fered by Hale, of Maine, as to the seizure of
flour by the British authorities was adopted,
but only after a spirited debate and after the
resolution had becn materially amended.

HOUSE.

During consideration of the sundry civil n
propriation bill Sulzer attacked Guge for his
transactions in the sole of the New York cus-
tom house. Sibley defended the secretary and
these two speeches resulted In o debate which
Justed almost three hours. The bill passed
wiih only one unimportant ameudment.

SENATE.

Washington, Jan. 18.—Wellington, rep., of
Maryland, nddressed the senate, taking as his
text the resolution he introduced last Tuesday,
declaring that the United States should not
take permanent possession of the archipelago,
but after subduing whe insurrection—which he
sincerely dup\orcd—shonld confer upon the Iil-
ipinos the right to govern themselves, affording
them such protection as they might need. Tel-
ler resumed his speoch on the finaneial bill, in
the course of which he arraigned Secretary
Gage for his negotiations with the National
City Bank of New York. Allen offered a reso-
lution asking if any one had been ncoredited to
this government from the Transvaal, if he was
officially accepted and if not, why not. It went
over under objection. Ross offered a resolution
reciting that the provisions of the constitution,
unaided by an act of congress, do not extend
over Porto Rico and the Philippines, and that a
separate department of the government was de-
manded to take charge of all the outlying de-
pendencies.

HOUSE.

The house passed the senate bill to extend the

wers of the direotor of the census, after strik-
Dng out the committee amendment to authorize
the director to contract for extra printing with
private contractors,

SENATE.
- Washington, Jan. 10.—A speech, sensational
in {ts interest and international in its lmport-
ance, was delivered in the senate by Hale, of
Maine. The occasion of the utterance was the
simple question whether a resolution introduced
by Allen calling for Information as to the recog-
nition by this country of diplomatic representa-
tion of the Transvaal republic should be direct-
ed to the president or to the seoretary of state.
Hale made the question the text of an impas-
sioned specch, in which he declared that nine-
tenths of the American people sympathized
with the Boers in their gallant struggle for 1ib-
erty against one of the greatest powers in the
world. He denfed that the American })eoplc
were *'In sympathy with Great Britain in the
South African war to stamp out the liberty of-a
people,” and when Mr. Balfour, in the house of
commons, made such a statement, *he should
be met with some disclaimer from this side of
the Atlantic,” Hale spoke with unusual force,
decislivemess and earnestness, even for him, and
his passionate eloquence claimed the closest at-
tention of every auditor. The resolution,
which previous to Hale's speech had caused o
sharp colloguy between Allen and Spooner, was
tinally passed as amended.
HOUSE.

The pension appropriation bill, carrying #145,-
245,250, was Yus.\cd by the house to-day. It was
made the vehicle of an attuck upon the commis-
sloner of pensions by Curtis, rep., of Kansas,
who was ably seconded by Lentz and Norton
of Ohio and Roberts of Indiana and other
uorthern democrats, All inveighed against lack
of liberality in the administration of the pension
laws. The commissioner was ably defended by
o score of members from both sides of the house,

HOUSE.

‘Washington, Jan. 20.—Reports of the special
committee of investigation in the case of Brig-
ham H. Roberts, of Utah, were presented to the
house to-duy. The mu{orlty report, signed by
Chairman Taylor and six cf his associates, 18 a
voluminous document and is accompanied by a
rummaory of the law and facts. It gives the de-
tails of the hearings, the ample opportunities
afforded to Mr. Roberts to present his case, his
refusal to testify and the unanimous finding of
facts, heretofore published, that Roberts is
(ruilty of living in polygamy. A minority report
favors swearing Koberts in us a member and
then expelling him

BENATE.

‘Washington, Jan. 22.—Platt of New York in-
‘roduced a joint resolution authorizing the
president to invite Great Britain to join in the
promotion of an internationul commission to
examine and report on the diversion of the wa-
ters that are the boundaries «of the two coun-
tries referred to. A resolution of Rawlins of
Utah for an inquiry futo the extent of polygamy
racticed. and what, if any stress, {s necessary

or its prevention, in the United States and
places over which they have jurisdiction, was
passed. Pritchardspoke in advocacy of his res-
olution relating to the proposed amendment to
the constitution of North Carolina. which, if
adopted, he claimed, wonld disfranchise a Inrge
class of voters of the state, white as well as
black. He was followed by Turner of Washing-
ton on the l’hillplﬂne question, opposing the
policy of the administration.

_HOUSE.

The house, after transaction of business of
minor importance, took up the District of Co-
lumbia business, which ocoupied the time uy
to adjournment. >

THE LEGISLATURE.
BENATE.

ves Moines, Jan. 22—Among the bills intro-
duced today were the following: By Lister, to
Erohﬂ)lt boxing exhibitions or glove contests;

y Healy, to provide for the repeal of the anti-
fusion law; by Emmert. to suppress tubercu-
losis; by Hubbard. to require boards of super-
visors to buy huﬁpllc« by competitive bids; two
unimportant bills were passed. .

HOUSE.

Among the bills introduced were the follow-
Ing: By Wilson, providing for the collection of
taxes on property withheld from assessment;
by Thunen, to prohibit the letting by contract
of convict labor; by Miller, to provide for the
teaching of the elements of music in all the
public schools of Iown; by Barrett, to create a
state labor comimission to take the place of the
labor commissioner. The bill permitting the
trustees of the State Agricultural College to
loan the endowment fund at such rate of inter-
est us should by them be deemed proper, was
passed. Carter, of Sloux, introduced a resolu-
tion extending sympathy to the Boers uand
wishing them suceess in their war with Eng-
land. Kerr, of Grundy, seconded the motion.
The resolution wus tabled by a vote of 57 to 22,

FOREIGN NATIONS ENTER PROTEST.

Object (> the Fortification of the Nicara~-
gua Canal by the United States.

CuicAao, Jan. 19.—A special to the
Times-Herald from Washington says:
‘‘Both Great Britain and Germany have
formally served notice that they will
protest against fortification of the Nic-
aragua canal if that waterway be con-
structed by the American government.
These notices have been filed during
the past three days orally by Ambass-
adors Pauncefote and Von {Iollenbcn.
They will be followed later, if neces-
sary, by formal, or written protests.
It is believed both France and Russia,
and perhaps other maritime powers
will join in the protest if the United
States persists in constructing the
:anal upon the basis of the bill re-
ported from the bouse committee on
interstate and foreign commeree last
Friday and agreed to with some
amendments by the senate committee
on inter-oceanic canal.”

BRITISH LOSS WAS «88 MEN,

Revlsed List of Casualities Duaring the
Attack Upon Ladysmith,

LoNpoN, Jan. 23.—A third supple-
mentary list of the British casualties
in the attack upon Ladysmith on Jan-
uary 6 has been published by the war
office. It shows twenty-eight non-
commissioned officers and men killed
and five dangerously wounded. This
brings the total of casualitics in that
engagement to 488.

Portugal WIill Not Sell,

LisBox, Jan. 18.—In the chamber of
deputies, the minister of foreign af-
fairs, Veigo Beirao, repeated lis recent
statement with réference to the Anglo-
German agreement, and added  that
Portugal would neither sell,
leaseanv «i-tion 2f her colo

_cede nor |

LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS,

BENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 16—After the prayer the
regular order of business wae called by the leu-
enant-governor and o motion prevailed that
the senate proceed to vote on the selection of o
United States senator, The 3 republicans
voted for Gear and the 12 democrats voted for
Fred White. Bills were introduced as follows:
'f'o provide a plan of compulsory education; to

orize school districts to accept charitable
beéquests; regulating pay of miners; to fix hour
o1 closing polls.
HOUSE,

The house session was almost wholly taken
up by the senatorial election. The vote re-
sulted: Gear 78, White 19, absent 4. No other
business of importance was transacted.

RENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 17.—Memorial services were
held in the scnate in honor of the Iate ex-Gov-
ernor Cyrus C. Carpenter. (Governor Shaw and
ex-Governor Larrabee were present and speke
briefly of Mr. Carpenter’s life und work. Sena-
tors Bolter and Healy also briefly eulogized the
dead statesman. Bills were introduced as fol-
lows: Prowiding for n license fee of #10 for every
person who desires to hunt in the state of Iowa;
})rovmlng for the appropriation desired by the

own State College of Agriculture; providing
for the taxation of mortgages and other reanl
estate liens: providing far compulsory educn-
tion;.providing for the taxation of u\loymz)h
companies on the principle of the Cheshire
amendment. A resolution passed providing for
theelection of state.binder and printer at today's
joint session, 34 to 10.

HOUSE.

Speaker Bowen announced the standing com-
mittees of the house. The senate resolution
Erovidlng for the election of state printer and

inder at to-day's joint sessjon was defeated, 50
to 40.  Bills were Introduced as follows: To
amend the law in regard to cutting weeds on
public highways; to prohibit the leasing and
contracting of penitentiary convicts; to amend
the law in relation to the time of closing the
polls at elections; authorizing the appointment
of & monument commission to orcot granito
monuments on the battletields of Shiloh, Chick-
amauga and Lookout Moursain and to provide
for the payment of necessary expenses of same;
relating to the rate of interest to be charged in
loaning the endowment fund of the State Agri-
cultural College; to convert the industrial home
for the blind at Knoxville into a state normal
school.

JOIRT SBESSION.

There was o sharp miht over the question of
the election of state printer and binder at the
joint session and s resolution providing for such
election was laid on the table by a viva voce
vote. Senantor Gear's election was confirmed
by the joint convention agd in presence of the
convention his certifieate’of election was made
out and signed by the president of the senate
and speaker of the house

SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 18.—Resolutions were adopt-
ed on the death of Senator Malloy, o member of
the last assembly, These bills were introduced:
By Titus, prohibiting lotting of convict labor
by contract and providing for its utilization
otherwise; by Titus, to establish a state library
commission; by Melntyre, to provide for the
cutting of weeds on public roads; by Hobart,
to make use of blusphemous or obscene language
a misdemeanor instead of an indictable offense;
by McArthur, to establish parole system for in-
mates of Iowa penitentiaries; by Porter to de-
tine place of bringing action against any incor-
poration, company or person operating or main-
taining a conl mine; by Lister, to amend laws
relating to loans of the permanent scheol fund;
by Mellen, to approprinte $16,500 for teachers
and #,000 for contingent, both annually, for tho
Stat¢ Normal School at Cedar Falls: also

21,800 for biennial period and #100,000 for
buildings; by Perrin, to appropriate #5,000 for
finishing und furnishing the new state histori-
cal building; by Penrose to provide that county
authorities may withhold taxes or other money
due the county from claims presented to the
county.

HOUSE.

A resolution by Dunham Instructing the
Yrimlnu committee to provide the house with

nformation as to rates charged by the suate

rinter and state binder passcfl. Another reso-

ution, by Clark, of Dallas, was uadopted. It pro-
vides that the chalr appoint a committee of
three to call on the board of control and secure
all the information possible a8 to the cost of
printing and bindlog, and the saving, if any,
made by the board in letting the work to the
lowest bidder; the said committee to report

within ten days. Hawk, of Jasper, introduced o
joint resolution providing for an amendment to
the state constitution for the use of voting
machines, and another instructing our represen-
tatives in congress to work for an amendment
to the federal constitution to clect United States
senators by direct vote o fthe people. Bl per-
mitting independent school districts to sccept
bequests passed.  Bills were introduced as fol-
lows: By Veneman, to make appropriations for
Iowa State College; by Wise, to provide for the
State Normal school at Cedar Falls; by Santee,
in relation to increasing the governor's salary;
by Dows. to appropriate 1,440 for the supremo
court contingent fund; by Clark, of Hamilton,
to provide for the furnishing of jthe state his-
wr[lcnl building: by Kirkwood, to transfer Ear-
rison county from the Fourth to the Kifteenth
judicial district and provide additional judge for
the latter; by Koontz, relative to larger appro-
priations for the State University; by Buchan-
an, for the establishment of three additional
normal schools: by Clark, of Hamilton, to amend
the section of the code relating to the Russian
thistle; by Furry, relative to the rate of interest
on permanent school fund loaned by county
auditors.

SENATE.

Das Moines, Jan, 19.—Senator Hubbard intro-
duced a bill providing for an appropriation of
$10,000 for the erection of & monument to the
memory of Sargeant Charles Floyd, who was o
member of the Lewis and Clark expedition, and
who was the first American soldier to die in the
Louisiana purchase after it came into the pos-
session of the United States. The grave is sit-
uated on a high bluff a few miles below Sioux
City. Hubbard also introduced a bill providing
that no person shall be permitted to disnoge of
o stock of goods in bulk without first notifying
his creditors  Other bills were introduced as
follows: By Cheshire, that telephone companies
shall be assessed on whot is termed the unit
mileage plan; also rmother bill providing for
similar method of taration for express com-
panies; by Hayward, providing for an appro-

rintion of 86,100 for the Soldiers' Grphans’
iome st Davenport; by Hubbard. providing for
the sule and purchase of water works; by Wil-
son to provide for the protection of game, fowls
ond birds; by Ball, to appropriate §,000 for
the State Historical soclety; by Allyn, to pro-
vide for the improvement of streets and the
construction of sewers: by Lewis, to do away
with the payment of attorney fees to lawyers
appoin by the court to defend indigent eorim-
inals. Upon recommendation of the committee
on appropriations the senate passed a bill al
lowing the supreme judges £1,440, which they
paid a bajliff who served in the supreme court

HOUSE.

An invitation was received from the Polk
county hoard of surervisom asking the members
of the house to visit the county asylum for tho
insane and the invitation was accepted.  Clark
of Dallas, Wilson of Washington, and Blake of
Webster were appointed o committee to ascer-
tain the prices paid for printing by board of con-
trol. Senate bill appropriuting $1,400 for su-
preme court contingent fund passed. Bills
were introduced as follows: By Thucnen, mak-
ing an appropriation of 0,100 for the Soldlers’
()l’})hllﬂh' Home at Davenport; by Way, nml)ro-
priating $1,800 for the publication and distribu-
tion of 20,000 raflrond commissioners’ maps; by
Harbut, to provide for the collection of personal
taxes; by Venneman, to levy o tax for necessary
buildings for the State Agricultural College; by
Jones, in relation to the marking of ballots; by
Boyson, relating to the time in which mortgages
must be canceled; by Theophilus, to establish a
state barbers’ examining board; by Koontz, to
appropriate §2,000 for the state historical society:
by Buchanan, in relation to library tax in cities
of the first class

BENATE.

Des Molnes, Jon. 20.—The Titus amendmrent,

roviding for biennial elections, passed with on-
y one dissenting vote. Lambert, of Jackson,
who had a like measure up in the house two
years ago, introduced & bill in the senate to-day
grovldlnz that the offices of state printer and

inder shall be abolished and the printing sud
bindlnr let by competetive bids to offices where
the union scalé of wages are id, unless such
oftices pool the prices. The bill to allow the
trustees of the state agricultural colege to use
the discretion in the amount of interest paid on
endowment fund loans at that school. The sen-
ate ulso passed Ball's bill providing that the
state university may use ground originally ap-
propriated for building an obseryatory.

HOUBE.

The house held a brief and unimportant ses-
sjon. Bills were introduced as follows: By
Carr, providing for the improvement of the
river front within the corporate limits of Des
}Hnlncs; by Myers, requiring landlords to record
eases.

GOUES TO DISTANT ISLANDS,

American Military Expedition Salls From
Manlla.

MANiLA, Jan. 19.—Colonel Kobbe,
with the Forty-eighth infantry, sailed
on board the transport Hancock yes-
terday with gunboats escorting. The
objective of the force is probably the
important islands of Samar and Leyte,
which the insurgentshold. The Amer-
ican blockade and the levies cf the
Tagal ariny have caused great suffer-
ing among the people and hundreds of

<

BEFSOD

e in an almost starving con- |

Drs MoiNES, Jan. 22, 1900,

The legislative committee of "
Jowa League of Municipalities ‘met
here, and among other actions ag
upon a bill revising the special assess-
ment laws of the state to meet the
United States supreme court decision'
in: the case of Norwood vs. Baker, 'The
bill provides that the difference 'be-
tween the contract price for cig
improvements and the benefit recei
by abutting property shall be ¢
from a fund created by a special
levy.

”

It is understood that Chairman Dotwyas, ™™
of the house appropriations committee,
is opposed to the general assembly
appropriating all the funds that the
state has in sight.  Speaking on_this
line, Mr. Dows said: *‘If the general
assembly has a million dollars to spend
it should save at least $100,000 of ‘that
amount. There is liable to be adefiait
in the state treasury at any time,
caused by the failure of the tax levy to
yield as liarge returns as expected.
There are always more bills to be met
than expected, and it seems to me that
it will not be wise to expend all the
money in sight. I believe in being
conservative in making appropriations,
even if the state is in excellent “condi-
tion financially.”

At the recent meeting of the state
fair director a proposal was presented
to do away with soldier’s day during
the fair this year. It has been cus-
tomary to set aside one day of .each
fair season on which old soldiersshould
be admitted free. Some complications
have arisen in handling the railvoad
and other classes of tickets that have
made the feature embarrassing, and it
WAas proposed to entirely do away with
the feature. The suggestion led to a
lively disenssion, which resulted in
the determination to make no change.

The excitement incident to the ap-
pearance of the smallpox at Youngs-
town has materially subsided since it
has become known that measures have
been taken by the mayor and health
oflicers to prevent those exposed from
coming to the city or people from the
city from going to the mines. Mayor
MacVicar has nineteen special officera
guarding the eastern corporation line"
night and day to stop people from com-
ing in from Four Mile township. The
patients down with the disease are re-
ported to be getting along nicely,
The mmalady does not seem to be of a
virulent type, but seems-to yield read-
ily to treatment.

There is much gossip concerning
Governor Shaw’s appointment of a suc-~
cessor for Governor Larrabee on the
board of control. The names of Frank
C. Hoyt, of Mt. Pleasant; J. G. Hutch-
inson, of Ottumwa; State Treasurer
John Herriot; ex-Senator Chantry of
Mills county; A. L. Davison, secretary.
of the executive council, and formerly.
pressed for a place on the board, and
others have been mentioned in con-
nection with the appointment.

The offi f the adjutant general of
the stule Das been notified tiusb-a | °
bill has been introduced in the eon--
gress of the United States providing
for the reimbursement of those who'
suffered property loss on account of
the soldiers of the Spanish war. = The.
bill is general in its terms, and in-
cludes those who felt damages =a$
the state fair grounds during the exis-
tence of Camp MecKinley.

The American Malting Company, of
New York City, succeeds the American
Spirits Manufacturing Company in the:
ownership of the old distillery prop-
erty in Deés Moines. The distillery has.
been used for a counple of years past for
the purpose of making malt, and it is
generally unaerstood that the Ameri-
ean Malting Company has acquired the
possession of it and will continue its
operation for such use until it is pos
sible Yo convert it again into a distil-
lery under the laws of the state.

Ex-Governor William Larrabee cx-
pects to retire from the board of con-
trol and on February 24 to sail from
New York for Europe and the Mediter-
ranean countries with a party of'
friends. They will land first at Gib-
raltar, going to Egypt and the Hol
Land, visit Italy, Austria, Switzerland,
ete., and conclude their visit by seeing
the world's fair at Paris. Just when
Mr. Larrabee will retire from the
board of control is not known, Hede-
clinés to state the exact time, but says.
that he feels that the work is now well
established and that his associates on
the board are fully competent to ca:
it out; This will hasten the selection
of Mr. Larrabee's successor.

The Farmers' Tribune has' prepared |
and published a tax bill that has for:
its object the repeal of section 1311 of °
the present law, which permits the
holders of moneys and credits to de-
duct all their debts before turning in
their property for taxation, a privi-
lege given to holders of no other lkind
of preperty. The bill also provides -
that all notes and mortgages  shall be
stamped by the assessor, showing that
they have been listed for taxation,
thus compelling all holders of thiz kind
of property to pay taxes upon it ac-
cording to law. The Tribune will
publish this law, asking the farmers -
to sign and send it to them and if it
meets the approval of enough of them. = =
to justify the effort, it svill'be pre-

sented to the legislature forenactment AL

into law.

DEATH OF JOHN RUSKIN., &

Long Life of Famous Author and Art
Critic Ended. e e

LoxNpox, Jan, 22.—John Ruskin dled:
Saturday afternoon of influenza, 2

81. Ruskin had been for several year
in a state of mental decline and had
lived alwost alone in his retreat.
Prior to his collapse his long life had
‘been one of unceasing altruistic aet~-
ivity. e was not only the greatest
writeron art but the ‘‘pride of English
literature.” Ruskin's essentially ef-
fective work in this world was his con
stant battle against wrong and his
constant efforts to establish, to uphold
and to extend the right. John Ruskin
was bora in 1819, the year of Queen
Victorina birth, the year of the birth
of Cha~ss Kingsley, James Russel
Lowell 82d Walt Whitman. :

€arrles Kruger's Terms,
LoxDoN, Jan. 23.—A special dispateh
from Naples says that Mr. Macrtm is
reported to be the bearer of a letter ta
President McKinley from Presiden

Kruger, in which the latter: pmyosébmﬁ

PO



