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TERRIBLE DEFEAT FOR THE
BRITISH AT SPION KOP.

Oead Left on the Battlefield Said to
Have Nombered 1,500—Buller
Retires to the Tugela.

Borr HrAD LaAAeer, Ladysmith,
Jan. 25.—The British dead left on the
battlefield yestorday, Wednesday,
mnumbered 1,500.

LoxpoN, Jan. 20.—General Buller's
dispatch to the war office states that
Spion Kop wasabandoned on account
of a lack of water and inability to
bring the artillery there and a heavy
Boer fire. Buller gives no list of cas-
ualties. His whole force has retired
south of the Tugela river with the ev-
ident intention of reaching Ladysmith
by another route.

The week has opened with the ut-
most gloom for the British and the re-
action is all the stronger because of
the high hopes that were reposed in
General Buller's turning movement
and of his announcement that there
would be no turning back. At the
very moment when Dr. Leyds is being
~received asan honored guestin the high-
est circles on the continent, Great Brit-
ain has to face the worst disaster in
a campaign thus far disastrous. Open
talk is heard of the absolute necessity
of abandoning Ladysmith to its fate.
If Boer reports are to be credited, the
abandonment of Spion Kop was due to
the inability of the British to resist the
Boer attack, the Boers carrying the
first trenches and taking 150 prisoners.

As 1t required a month for Buller to
recover from his earlier defeat at
Colenso, it is not thought he can pull
his disheartened army together now in
time to do anything for Ladysmith.
London waits anxiously for the Boers
tomove. They seem to be fighting on
" ~a very definite plan, and it is thought

they may attack DBuller or assault

Ladysmith.

Following is the text of General
Buller's dispatch, dated Spearman’s
Camp, Jan, 27, 6:10 p. m.

“On the night of Jan. 23 Warren at-
tacked Spion Kop but found it very
difficult to hold as its perimeter was
too large and water was found very de-
ficient.

“The crests were held all that day
against successive attacks and a heavy
ighell fire. Our men fought with great
igallantry.

“General Woodgate, who w
command at the summit, havi

wounded, the of! W

24 to abandon the position 1 di

before dawn Jan. 25.
ren’scamp at 5a. m. on Jan. and
decided that a second attack on Spion
Kop would be useless and that the en-
emy's crest was too strong to allow me
to force. Accordingly I decided to
withdraw the force to the south of the
Tugela.”

LoNDoON, Jan. 20.—The situation at
other points is unchanged.

HEAD LAAGER, Ladysmith, Jan. 25,
via Lorenzo Marquez, Jan. 26.—It is
reported here that as a result of Long
Tom’s practice on Monday Dr. Jameson
was wounded in the leg.

NEw YoRE, Jan. 29.—There is com-
ment in Ladysmith on the discrepancy
between the Boer account of the re-
capture of Spion Kop and that sent by
Buller. The latter says not a word
about the Boers scaling the hill and
attacking the British trenches and
capturing 150 men who had hoisted
the white flag, as at Majuba Hill. In-
stead he spoke of the maintenance of
the ‘‘best traditions of the British
army.” There is not much doubt that
the Boer account is correct. It 18 by
no means boastful. It is believed that
the war office has further dispatches
which it is withholding. For days
nothing has been heard from Lord
Dundonald and his mounted brigade
and it is rumored he has been cut of?
on the upper Tugela. London mili-
tary critics have given up the hope of
saving Ladysmith, which is undoubt-
edly short of food and ammunition.
The garrison went on short ratioms
December 2d.

LoreENzo MARQuUrz, Delagoa Bay,
Jan. 29.—It is reported on good Trans-
vaal authority that Mafeking was re-
lieved last Tuesday.
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VAN METER WINS, '
The Kentuoky Legislature Controled DBy
Domocrats,

FRAXEFORT, Ky., Jan. 27.—The case
of Van Meater (democrat) against Berry
(republican) for the latter’s seat in the
house, was decided in favor of Van
Meter by avote of 51 to 45. The re-
publicaus and democrats admit that
this an accurate forecast of the vote in
the Goebel-Taylor gubernatorial con-
test.

Te Elect Roberts’ Successor.
SArLT LAKE, Utah, Jan. 20.—Governor
Wells has issued a proclamation call-
ing an election to be held on April 2
nexpmr the purpose of electing a rep-
resencative in the Fifty-sixth congress

to fill the vacancy now existing.

Germany and France Jubilant.
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27,—Advices from
France and Germany show that the
people are jubilant over the defeat of
fthe British at Spion kop, which is re-
garded as a signal set back for the
{Englishmen.

A drove of 1,077 turkeys was recently
driven eight mies along iha Ashland
turnpike leading to Columbia, Mo.. ar1
thus paraded through the streels of the
town. It was an unsual sigat, 1nd at-
tracted numerous spectators.

A strange cure for rheumatism—the
whale bath—has been successfully test-
ed in Eden, New €outh Wales. A de'd
whale had drifted ashore there, and it
gave opporiunity to try the remedy.
The treatment was very peculiar. The
patient, divested of his clothes, repcat-
edly remalsed as long as possible in
the interior of .a dead whale. It is

Bl remarkable cures
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THE NEWS IN I0WA

THE IOWA FALLS RAILROAD.

Looks Now As Though It Will Be Bullt
This Year,

DEs Moings, Jan. 28.—A meeting of
the executive board of the Des Moines,
[owa Falls & Northern road was held
in Iowa Kalls at which it was reported
that President Ellsworth has tele-
graphed that he completed arrange-
ments for financing the road and that
funds will be at the disposal of the
tompany this season for the construe-
tion of the road from Des Moines to
lowa Falls. The board decided to
make another survey and engineers
will be placed in the fleld at once to
run & second line to Iowa Falls, the
first survey mnot proving satisfactory.
The first survey passes through Cam-
bridge, on the Milwaukee; Nevada, on
the Northwestern; McCallsburg, on
the Jowa Central, and Hubbard, on
the Northwestern. Itis intended that
the second line shall pass east of Hub-
bard, nnd threugh the towns of Zear-
ing, Colo and Maxwell. It is thought
that on this route easier grades and
lighter work will be encountered and
there will be no increase in the mile-
age. Speculation continues as to the
backing this company has. In some
quarters it is regarded as an Illinois
Central line, but generally this is not
believed and the impression prevails,
because of Ellsworth’s connection with
the project, that it isa Burlington, Ce-
dar Rapids & Northern project. Ells-
worth is a director of the latter road
and one of the incorporators of the
company that built its Iowa Falls di-
vision. He is the senior member of
Ellsworth & Jones, brokers of Boston
and New York, commanding ‘a great
deal of capital and for a number of
years has been one of the most success-
ful promoters In Jowa. His connec-
tion with the road and the fact that
considerable mone§ and care are being
expended in securing a survey, lends
to the impression that there is good
reason to believe the road will be
built.

—_— \
MUST PAY ON ALL. )

Estates Amounting to Over $1,000 Bub-
ject to Tax.

Drs MoIxes, Jan. 26.—In the case of
John Herriott, state treasurer, appel-
lant, ve. Seldon Bacon, executor of es-
tate of Sarah F. Ransom, from the
Johnson county district court, the
opinion of the lower court has been
reversed by the supreme court., The
estate paid an inheritance tax on all
bequests to collateral heirs less $1,000,
and the treasurer brought action to
recover the tax on the $1,000 deducted.
His view is sustained by the supreme
court, which holds that ‘‘the intention
of the legislature must have been to
exempl all estates of less value than
§1,000, and when exceeding in value
such sum all property passing to col-
lateral heirs should be subject to the
inheritance tax.”

COL. ROOD NAMED.

Gov. Bh Anpoints Hin as Larrabee's
Suc* the Board of Control.
Drs MOINES, Jan. 27.—The appoint-

ment of Colonel H. H. Rood, of Mount
Vernon, to be chairman of the state
board ef control to succeed ex-Governor
William Larrabee, was sent to the
senate yesterday., It was received in
executive session and according to thé
provisions of the board of control law,
put upon the statute books two years
ago, was referred to a committee of
five, which s expected to report upon
it early next week. The committee
consists of Blanchard, Finch and
Trewin, republicans, and Young and
Lambert, democrats. It is still the
general belief that the appointment
will not be confirmed by the senate.

WEBB BYERS IS SEATED.

Contest Committee Decldes He Is Elected
by » Margin of Eleven.

Des MoiNes, Jan. 27.—The Byers-
Batty contest was ended by the
seating of Webb Byers, the present
incumbent from Shelby county. This
was the result of the withdrawal of
Geo. Batty, the contestant. The major-
ity discovered by the committee proved
to be eleven, when the final count by
the attorneys had been made, and Mr.
Batty withdrew. In laying out the
ballots over which there was dispute,
these ballots were paired by the attor-
neys, and it was found that Byers
would still have a majority of eleven
votes. It was useless, therefore, for
Mr. Batty to continue the fight and he
withdrew.

. SUICIDE.

Charles Bumgardner, of Indianola, Blew
Out His Brains.

INDIANOLA, Jan. 27.—Charles Bum-
gardner, an employe in the flouring
mill, committed suicide’ by shooting
bimself with a 38-calibre revolver.
Bumgardner came home at noon and
ate a very light dinner, after which he
went into a bed room, took the revol-
ver from a bureau drawer, and step-
ping in front of a looking glass, put
the muzzle to his right temple and
blew out his brains. The dead man
was about thirty-five years of age, is
married and has three small children.
Despondency and insanity are attri-
buted as the cause of the rash deed.

After the Tax Dodgers.
AcrLEY, Jan. 26.—Four separate
petitions have been filed in the office
of the clerk of the district court, claim-
ing of certain persons over $38,000 on
omitted taxes. The petitions state in
brief that the defendants are indebted
to Franklin county in the sums given
below, upen property, moneys and
securities that had been fraudulently
withheld, overlooked or omitted, or
from other cause not listed for taxa-
tion, which property is subject to tax-
ation and has not been taxed for the
period of five years last past. 1

Smallpox at Ayersville,
DAVENPORT, Jan. 27.—Cad Ayers, a
student at Dixon, Ill., has gone to his
home at Ayersville, Iowa, sick with
smallpox. Fourteen people at the
hotel at Bennett, near Davenport, are
quarantihed. Thé protracted meet-

ings, Eersvi have been stoppe
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NO LEGAL SALOONS.

Th2re Are None Operating in Des
Molunes at Present.

Drs MoiNks, Jan. 30.—There is not
a legal saloon in the city of Des Moines,
and there are few of them in the state
of Iowa. This is the effect of a decis-
ion handbd down by the supreme court.
The statements of consent, secured
prior to the publication of the new
code and upon which the saloons of
this city have been operating ever
since the new code went into effect,
are held to be insufficient, and new
ones must be secured before any local
mulet saloon may operate legally. The
opinion which carries this effect with
it is a most sweeping one and is a body
blow at Des Momes saloons. It is
written by Judge Waterman, but is
the unanimous holding ofthe supreme
bench. Itis the decision which has
been anticipated by both saloon men
and the prohibitiondsts of the city ever
since the Janunary term of court opened.
The saloonkeeper who is made an ex-
ample of is Lorenz Ill, on whom an
application for an order was made to
show why he should not be punished
for violating an injunction against his
maintenance of a liquor nuisance, Ill
resisted the restraining ovder on the
ground that he had complied with sec-
tion 17, chapter 62, of the laws of the
Twenty-fifth general assembly, which
require the filing of a statement of
consent signed by a majority of the
voters at the last election, and he was
therefore legally engaged in the liquor
business. The plaintiff in the case, O.
C. West, set up a demurrer, declaring
that the acts of the Twenty-fifth gen-
eral assembly were repealed when the
new code went into effect, and under
the provisions of the mnew code Ill's
statement of consent was insufficient
because not canvassed by the board of
supervisors. This demurrer was over
ruled by Judge Bishop, and the case
was appealed. The supreme court re-
verses the decision of Judge Bishop
and holds that a new statement of con-
sent is necessary.

AN IOWA HOLD-T'®™,

Highwayman Attempts to Roh Two Men
Nenr Peterson.

PETERSON, Jan. 26.—Charles Gropen-
then and Alfred Peterson when driving
up the hill south of Peterson were as-
sailed by a highwayman, who, failing
to find any money or valuables on their
persons, ordered them to “'git,” and to
do so quickly. They went off in a
hurry and at once organized a posse,
who surrounded the robber and de-
manded his surrender. Finding escape
impossible, he shot himself through
the heart, dying almost instantly.
From papers found on his person it
was ‘atcertained that his name was
Chris Nelson, but his place of residence
is unknown, he being a total stranger
in the vicinity.

Divine Healer James Surrenders,
OmABA, Jan. 30.—Divine Healer
James, indicted for mansiaughter by
the grand jury of Pottawattamie coun-
ty, for complicity in the death of Eth-
el Yates, at Council Bluffs early in
January, surrsndered to the authori-

ties and will be placed in jail. His at-
torney has gone to Lincoln
to argue against the granting of

requisition papers by the governor.
Mrs. Yates, mother of the girl, who
was indicted at the same time, is out
on jail

Alleged Dynamiter Arrested.

WATERLOO, Jan. 28.—Jerome W.
Hoot, who is wanted here on a charge
of sending an infernal machine to his
wife has been arrested in New Orleans
and Sheriff Law has started for that
city to bring him back. He was ar-
rested at his boarding house, where he
was living under the name of Jerome
Howard. When arrested he acknow-
leged his identity and said he would
return to Iowa without requisition
papers.

Miner Klilled at Muchakinock.

OBKALOOBA, Jan. 27.—John Evans
died at Muchakinock of injuries re-
ceived in mine No. 8 of the Consolida-
tion Coal Company. Evans waskicked
off the cars, where he was driving, and
his body was rolled under the cars and
‘terribly crushed and cut. He was the
'youngest son of David Evans, who is
one of the oldest and best known
miners in the state.

Dubaque Water Company Accepts,

DusuqQuk, Jan. 28.—The Dubuque
water company has decided to accept
the city’s proposition of £545,000 for
their plant. The deal is subject to
popular vote next election, in April.
The water company is well satisied
with the deal and would be glad to
have it go through.

BREVITIES,
Chris Nissen, 50 years of age, of
Clinton, was fatally injured and

has since died. A limb of a tree fell,
crushing his skull. He neverregained
consciousness.

It is learned that the company op-
erating the woolen mills at Maquoketa
has decided to close the same and offer
the machicery for sale. The mill is
an old institution and has long been
noted for its excellent work. Improv-
ed machinery of the later and larger
mills has left it without a profit for
several years, and the stockholders
have decided to quit.

A body foind a few days ago
along the Milwaukee road, at the end
of the bridge near Sabula, was iden-
tified as the remains of J. T. Smith, of
Clarksville. The top of his head was
crushed. The theory is that he was
murdered by some criminal he was
pursuing, as he was a member of the
American Detective Association. The
matter is being investigated by the
eoroner.

Paderewski, the great pianist, will
give one of his grand concerts at Des
Moines, Tuesday evening, Feb. 13,
Price §1,82and 83. Seatsonsaleat Kirk-
wood House pharmacy, Monday, Jan.
29, at 10a. m. Numbers givenoutat9a.
m. Choice seats can be reserved now
by sending J. 8. Copnelly, Des Moines,
[a., the amount $nd number of seats
wanted, who will gelect the best seats
and send them Py returnmail. Re-

j 3 for the concert Feb.

NEWS IN GENERAL

~RUSSIA I8 EXPECTING WAR.

Firmly Belleved That Japan Is Making
Ready for Attack.

St. PETERSBURG, Jan. 29.—From an
authentic source it is learned that in
diplomatic and governmental circles
here it.is considered assured that
Japan is ready for a war with Russia,
and that the policy and efforts of Jap-
anese statesmen are directed along the
line of an alliance for offensive pur-
poses between Japan, Great Britain
and China. Japan is plainly anxious
to resist and paralyze Russia's success-
ful invansion and predominant in-
fluence in eastern Asia, and as a pre-
liminary to the desired conflict sug-
gests to China the establishment of a
military academy at Peking, where
Japanese officials shall instruct the
Chinese in the art of war. This pro-
posal, it is believed, will be accepted,
despite the opposition of Russia,France
and Germany. TheJapanese arsenals
are at their busiest—that is matter of
Russian military information. The
army and fleet system of coast defenses
has been developed and improved and
recent inspections have shown that
they are satisfactory to the mikado's
war office. That Japan will obtain a
certain portion of Korean territory
has already been decided, but it will
be done quietly s0"as to avoid prema-
ture trouble with Russia. Japan
knows that Russia is not going to make
the first move toward war, and Japan,
before war actually is precipitated, is
doing its best by way of preparation.
Russia is ready for any war in Asia or
elsewhere. She now calmly awaits
Great Britain’s downfall.

WILL WAIT AWHILE.

Operations Will Be Suspended TIill Rob-
erts Gives the Word.

LoNDpox, Jan. 30.—History pauses for
a time in South Africa. It is one of
those unsatisfactory pauses that are
nearly as trying to British nerves as a
sequence of reverses and apparently it
will terminate only when Lord Rob-
erts gives the word for the forward
movement into the Free State, which,
according to the most cheerful view,
he will be unable to do fora fortnight.
Whether he will permit General Buller
to make another attempt to relieve
Ladysmith is quite outside the knowl-
edge even of those closely connected
with the war office. With the troops
due to arrivé'next month, he may think
himself strong enough to try twolarge
operations. Combining the forces un-
der Generals Methuen, French and
Gatacre and adding to them the arriv-
ing troops, Lord Roberts would have
70.000 for the invasion of the Free
State, with 40,000 to 50,000 guarding
communications and 40,000 trying to
rescye Ladysmith. The public burns
with impatience that something should
be done, but there is nothing to do but
to wait ont.h_eprpirgﬂgns.

WILEANSON’S REVIEW,

Thinks Assault on Ladysmith May Now
Be Looked For.

LoxNDowN, Jan. 30.—Mr. Spencer Wil-
kinson in the Morning Post says: ‘‘De-
feat is bitter. But it is right to face
it and to take reasonable means to
turn it into victory. It is wrong to
try to conceal it from ourselves. The
initiative is now again with the Boer
commander, and the question is, what
will he donext? He will either act
against Ladysmith or against General
Buller. In the latter case pursuit
would be useless, for when the British
force is once across the river again, it
would be impracticable, as a small
rear guard could prevent pursuit.
Much more probable would be an at-
tack on Chievely before the return of
the main body. Either that or a fresh
assault on Ladysmith may be recorded
in a day or two.”

PLAGUE IN HAWAIL

Latest Report Shows Twenty-nine Deaths
—Many Chinese.

VANcouver, B. C., Jan. 27.—News
from Honolulu, per steamer Miowera,
says: ‘The total number of deaths up
to the time the Miowera sailed for this
port was 29 out of 39 cases. Two were
whites and another was a half caste.
Six.other whites who caught the dis-
ease were beleived to be convalescent.
The total death listisasfollows: Two
whites. one half caste, ten Hawaiians,
three Japanese and thirteen Chinese,
The Red Cross society, formed by some
¢f the most prominent ladies in Hono-
luly, is suid to have done the most
effective work, and locai physicians
and clergymen have continually gone
among the sick and dying, submitting
to voluntary isolation to minister to

the physical and spiritual needs of the
stricken ones.”

No Transvaal Agent Recognized.

WasniNGTON, Jan. 27.—The president
has sent a response to the senate reso-
lution requesting information concern-
ing a representative of the South Afri-
can republic. He simply transmitted
a report of Secretary Hay, who says:
“In October last General James R.
O'Beirne, a distinguished citizen of
New York, visited the department of
state, intimating that he was the
accredited representative of the South
African republic. He was courteously
received and informed that it was not
the practice of the department of state
to recognize a citizen of the United
States as the representative of a for-
eign power. No government and no
representative of any government ob-
jected or protested against the official
recognition by the government of the
United States of General O'Beirne, or
any one else, as the representative of
the South African republic.”

Russia's Self-Defense Plea.

ST. PETERSBURG, Jan. 20,—The Her-
ald publishes a pointed article discus-
sing the recent experimental transfer
of Russian troops to Kuskh, and savs
pluinly: ‘*Russia is obliged to take pre-
cautionary measures, owing to the dis-
turbance of the balance of power in
consequence of recent events. It is
unjust, therefore to blame Russia if
she is making preparations regarding
the long strip between Persia and
Afghanistan.”

May Surrender Delagon Bay,
f,0NDON. Jan, 30.—The Lisbon corre-
spondent of the Standard says: *I
hear that the/indemnity to be awarded
Great Dritain in the Delagoa bay arbi-
tration will b so large that Portugal
will be obligedl to make over the. rail-
ARl the fort of Lorenzo Marquez

rg
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CONGRESS.

BENATRE. A

‘Washington. Jan. 23.—Reports of the comr “t-
teo on privileges and clections in the case of
Quay, who claims @ seat {n the senatd on the
appointment of the governor of Pcnnglyguni;,
were presented in the senate to-day. e ma-
jority report opposes the seating of Quay, while
o minority report favors his being seated. Pet-
tigrew of South Dakota, offered a resolution
calling for the report of Gen. Bates relative to
the treaty with the sultan of Sulu and whether
the sultan and his ofMclals were under the civll
service. It went over. Caflery presented threo
resolueions calling for the correspondence
with Great Britaln on the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty, with Colombia relative to the Panama
canal and  with the new Panaman
canal company of France. They were adopted.

Allen's resolution asking for information con-
cerning the sale of the old New York custom
house a5 adopted. Turner, of Washington,
concluded his speech on the Philippine question
which was begun yesbgrdn'y‘.

HOUS

U
The case of Brigham H. Roberts, the Mormon
representative from Utah, came up before the
house tcday. Taylor of Ohio made anargument
for the majority report. Littlefleld of Maline

spoke for the minority report, and then Rob-

erts spoke in his own defense., All of the

speakers were vigorously applauded. There
WaS & great outburst of applause in the galler- |

ies when Mr. Roberts concluded. Many of the
Indle;c in the galleries were especlally demon-
strative.

SENATE.

‘Washington, Jan. 24.—Hale reported from the
nr ropriations committee the urgent deficlency
b ]Y. Allen offered a resolution for information
relative to the administration of the customs
in Porto Rico, Cuba and the Philippines. Pet-
tigrew offered a resolution declaring that the
United States could not recognize the right of
any notion to declare contraband and seize food
products as such; that such seizure would be
on unfriendly act. Pettigrow npoke‘;n support
of his resolution calling on the president for the
report of Gen. Bateg concerning the treaty
with the sultan of Sulu. Senator Spooner
asked i{f he meant to hold the president re-
l?onslhlu for the slavery clause in the treoty.
Pettigrew said he did. The resolution was
adopted.

HOUSE.

The second day's debatse in the house upon
the Roberts cuse was less dramatic than that of
yesterday. The galleries were almost as crowd-
ed, but the lenders were less demonstrative.
Speeches were made by Landis, Powers, Miers,
Snodgrass, Wilson, ey and Crumpacker.
The day's debate strengthened the majority
resolutions.

’ SENATR.

‘Washington, Jan. 25.—As a result of a speech
by Money of Mississippl on the race question
Chandler charged the southern senators with
reopening the whole southern question after it
was supposed to-be dead. In answer to charges
by Teller and Allen, Allison denied that the
sennte financial bill permitted the withdrawal
of the greenbacks, the silver certificates and the
silver dollars. He sald no seoretary of the
treasury would find it possible to do so. The
urgent defioiency bill was passed. Among bills
introduced was one by Clay, to repeal the war
revenue stamp tax.

HOUSE.

The case of Brigham H. Roberts was decided
by the adoption of a reselution to exclude him,
by a vote of 208 to 50. The exact language of
the resolution is s follows: *That under the
fucts and circumstances of the case, Brigham
H. Roborts, representative-elect from the state
of Utah, ought not to have or hold a seat in the
house of representatives, and that the seat to
which he was elected is hereby declared
vacant.”” The amendment to expel Roberts
without seating him, offered by Lacey, was
ruled out on a point of order, and Lhe house
only voted upon the resolution of .the majority
and minority of the committee. The latter—to
:gx}‘a rud then expel Roberts—wis defeated—81

HOUSE.

WASHINGTORN, Jan, 26.—The greater portion
of the session of the house tuday was devoted
to eulogies upon the life and death of Vice
President Hobart.  The tributes paid to his
memory we:e not the usual Ser{unczory eulo-
gies, but breathed the love nnd admiration and
res) ect in which he was universally beld. Dol
liver of Jowa delivered the principal address.

SENATE.

‘Washington, Jan. 2J.—Mason arose today
soon after tlie senate convened, to a question cf
privilege, and sharply attacked the British
government and the British vice consul at New
Crleans because of an interview in which the
vice consul had assailed Mason for the position
he had taken in behalf of the Transvaal Kepub-
lic in its war with Gieat Britain. Moson at-
tacked not only the consul, but the policy of
Great Biitain In levying war against an inferiox
nation.

HOUSE.

The bill for the reorgonization and {mprove-
ment of the weather bureau. which includes
provision for pensioning disabled and aged em-
ployes of the service, received a black eye in the
louse to-day. The bill was sidetracked on o
test vote of 57 to 78. 'The mpononts of the
measure believe the action Lo-day lkills it.

LADYSMITH SEEMS DOOMED,

Duller Will Probably Abandon the Town
to 1ts Fate.

LoxXDoN, Jan, 30.—Open talk is heard
of the absolute necessity of abandon-
ing Ladysmith to its fate, while Lord
Roberts reverts to the original plan of
an advance over the Orange river upon
Bloemfontein. To Ladysmith the dis-
appointment must be very bitter. A
dispatch from the Boer laager near the
town, dated January 24, describes the
garrison as ‘‘very evidently preparing
a desperate coup in order to effect a
junction with General Luller's advanc-
ing army.” It may be regarded as a
certainty that, in the confident hope
of early relief, Sir George White has
lately been issuing extra rations, and
this fact has given rise to an exagger-
ated idea as to the length of time the
provisions would last. Even should it
be decided to send General Buller rein-
forcements and to attempt to reach
Ladysmith by a movement through the
still more difficult country to theeast,
it is extremely doubtful whether the
garrison could hold out long enough,
as such a movement would occupy at
least a month. General Buller's oper-
ation has cost 912 men, so far, officially
reported, within ten days. :

RUSSIA HAS HER EYES OPEN.

Is Watching Events in China—Comments
of Newspapers.

St. PETERSBURG, Jan. 30.—Newspa-
pers here are paying considerable at-
tention to the events in China. The
Novosti expresses the opinion that the
dynasty will last for a long time to
come, but adds China will never be
able to be restored to her former con-
dition, that ‘‘unavoidable work of par-
tition will be accomplished peacefully,
though perhaps in the distant future.”
The Rossija asserts it is not necessary
for Russia to take a hand in the coup
d'etat, and adds: ‘‘A Russo-Japanese
alliance is inevitable. It is only a
question of time. Meanwhile it is im-
portant that the control of the naval
and military forces of China does not
fall into the hands of the Americans,
British or Germans.” The paper con-
cludes: ‘‘We must keep on the alert
and see how the new situation affects
the interests of western Europe above
all those of England.”

Conditions at Ladysmlith,
LaApysyiTy, Jan. 21.—The garrison
is watching General Buller’s guns
shelling the Boers. Their fire can be
seen at this distance and appears to be
very effective. The movements of the
Boers show that they are evidently de-

termined to stubbornly oppose the ad-
vance of the relief column. They
show no signs of removing their guns
and have mounted -new ones and are
continually strengthening their forti-
fications. Our fortifications have been
greatly strengthened since January
6th, and Ladysmith is now practically
impregnable. Owing to the dry
weather, fever has diminished and the
number of convalescents returning
irom Intombi Camp exceeds that of
patients being sent there, Supplies
are spinning out splendidly, all troops
having sufficient wholesome food. The
heat is terrific, the thermometer regis-
tering 107 degrees in the shade.”

: Lawton Fuud. :
WasHINGTON, Jan, 36.—The Lawton
' te amounts to over $97,000

THE LEGISLATURE

BENATE.

Des Molnes, Jan. 23.—The senate recelved an
invitation from the supervisors of Polk county
to visit the county asylum for the {ncurable in-
sane. Porter's bill requiring that mine owners
be prevented from keeping more than Lthree
wcc“m of o miner's pay ot » time, wos passed.
Bill reducing rate of inter¢st on permanent
school fuud from 6 to 5% Per cent was reported
favorably. Bill providing that confidential
clerks and stenographers of lawyers and doctors
shall not be compelled to divulge professional
secrets passed. {lls were ingroduced as fol-
lows: 1y Healy, granting school corporations

wer to recelve and care for beguests; by

rewin, requiring that all fines derived from
violations of the liguor law be id into the
county general fund; by Arthaud, stipulating
that threshing engines shall cross bridges at
their own hazard; by Melntire, making train
robbery and train wrecking punishable by death
or imprisonment at hard labor for life

HOUBE.

Clark, of Dallas, for the special committee to
obtain from the board of control & report on
printing and bindiny, submitted a report. The
committee learned from the board of control
that the latter hod asked the state printer and
binder to bid cn work in but two instances;
that they had declined, claiming that they were
entitled to the work under the statute and
therefore did not eare to enter into competition
with other printers. The committee learned
frcm the board that the figures named in the
two bids made by the state printer and binder
were greatly in excess of figures nomed by other
printers for the same work. The board of con-
trol’s statement showed a conslderable saving
to the state by the adoption of the competitive
bid system. . The committee submitted the re-
port without comment or recommenduation, and
on motion of Prentis it was referred to the com-
mittoe on printing. The senate bill, permitting
the trustees of the state agricultural college to
loan the endowment fund at any rate of interest
deemed advisable, was passed.  Among bills in-
troduced were the following: By Dows, for the
establishment of a state library commission; by
Payne, requiring county treasurers to make un-
nual reports to the board of rupervisors; by
Barrett. making a radical reduction in charges
of telephone companies.

SERATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 24.—The senate voted to

rint 2,000 copies of the board of control report.
?!llls were introduced ns follows: By Emmert,
striking out a clause in the code which gives the
Welsbach lamp a monopoly in all tests of oil
made in the state; by Griswold, providing for
clearing the records of cancelled mortguges; by
Cheshire, granting school directors permission
to divide districts into as many precincts as they
may deem necessary; by Hazelwon, the caucus
normal school bill; by Mofit, providing a heavy
fine for the offense of smuggling whisky and
morphine to convicts; also providing punish-
ment for use of blasphemous langunge around
state institutions; by Hazelton, - extending to
cities of second class authority to levy special
#ax for fire departments; by Monit, approprint-
{ng 82,000 for purpose of locating graves of lowa
soldiers at Vicksburg.

HOUSE.

Bill for improvement of river front at Des
Moines passed, as did also the bill Y{ermin!ng
cities of 2,000 population to elect park commis-
sioners. keport of committee on banks and
banking, recommending ‘for passage the bill
providing that savings bunks may receive de-

stock instead of ten uas under the present law.
Bills were introduced us follows: By Claike, to
abclish the offices of state printer and binder
and provide for a contract system: by Byers,
the caucus normal school bill; by Warren, to
rohibit the marriage of divorced perscns with-
rn one year in case of personal service of ap-
pearance by defendant, or two years in case of
service by publication: by Eaton, providing
for the appointment of Fuhllc exnminers and
for o uniform system of keeping the books of
county treasurers; by Santee, raising the sal-
aries of county recorders. .
SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 25.—No business of impert-
ance was tronsucted.  Bills were introduced as
follows: By Fitzpatrick, prohibiting wholesale
liquor dealers from other states from sending
solicitors into Iowa to make a house to house
canvass for orders; by Hazelton, providing that
paving tax shall not be assessed for a greater
amount than the property is benefited and legnl-
izing a special tax of not more than five mills
from which the difference bgtwéen the actual
benefit derived by ‘property and the cost of the
paving shall be paid; by McArthur, permitting
the executive council to print extracts from the
code; by Young, providing that bodies of pau-
pers shall be turned over to medical schools if
the relatives are willing; by Hazelton, provid-
ing for the prosecution of barbers who violate
the Sunday law; by Griswold, providing that
g(:rsons signing petitions of candidates for office

e required to sign amdavits that they will sup-
port the candidate.

HOUSE.

A message was reccived from the governor
announcing the death of Edward Townsend,
one of the regents of the state normal school
Bill permitting cities of first class having less
than 25,000 population, to levy tax for library
purposes, was passed. Bills were introduced
as follows: By Sokal, to prohibit the selling or
giving of morphine or whisky to any of the in-
mates of the state institutions; by Stuckslaker,
to provide the erection of markers and monu-
ments at Shiloh; by Towne, relating to the sale
of iLtoxicating liguors; by Jones, relating to
the jnspection of petroleum; by Sokal, in relu-
tion to distribution of text books in districts
adopting a uniform series.

SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 26.—The appointment of Col.
H. H. Rood w succeed ex-Governor Lurrabee on
the board of control was announced. Trewin
introduced a bill which is intended to do away
with drawing ?nrl.y lines in the printing of
tickets for municipal elections. The bill pro-
vides that the names of all candidates shall be
printed in ulrhabeucnl order and that in no wa:
shall the political faith of the candidate be indi-
oated on the ticket.  Other bills were Introduced
as follows: By Bishop, relating to marking and
counting ballots; by Hobart, making an appro-
erntlon for the Cherokee hospital for Insane;

y Alexander, doing away with the one per cent
tax levied on Iowa insurance companies by the
last general assembly. Adjourned till Monday.

HOUSE.

Bill to allow savings banks to receivedeposits
to the amount of 20 times their capital stock in-
stead of 10, caured a spirited delate, and was
made a special order for next Wednesday.
Bill permitiing boards of supeivisors in ocoun-
ties ¢ f 80,000 to tix salaries of recorders, passed.
Sauer's bill making owners of steamboats liable
the snme s hotel keepers, passcd.  Bills were
introduced ax follows: By Dows, exempting
Jowa insurance companies from one per cent
tox; by McAleer, for the establishment of a
school for the deaf in the eastern pnrt of the
state: by Eaton, for the consolidation of the
state «Jibrary and historical department; by
Dunham, to regulate the sale and require the
redemption of passenger tickets by cowmon
carriers.

SENATE.

Des Moines, Jan. 20.-—No business importance
was travsacted. Finch introduced a bill pro-
viding that diplomas from institutions having a
course equal to that of the state normal school
shall be given the same consideration. Town-
send introduced a bill relating to the form,
marking and counting of ballots. He anlso in-
troduced a resolution expressing sympathy for
the Boers.

HOUBE.

Bill providing for the election of United
States senators by direct vote of the people was
reccmmended for passage. A number of bills
of minor importance were introduced. No bus-
iness of importance was transac

SENATORIAL BEURqAN]ZATION.

Caucus Held at Which New Officers Are
Chosen.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25.—The republi-

can caucus of the senate decided def-r

initely upon the reorganization of the

inated Hon. Charles Bennett, of New
York, for secretary to succeed Hon.
William R. Cox, and Hon. Daniel M,
Ramsdell, of Indiana, for sergeant-at-
arms, to succeed Col. R. J. Bright. J.
8. Clarkson, of Jowa, was a candidate
for secretary, and tied Bennett on the
first ballot. Alonzo Stewart, of Iowa,
was a candidate for sergeant-at-arms
and received 20 votes to 24 for
Ramsdell.

To Concentrate Forces.

LoxpoN, Jan. 20.—There are signs of
mmportant movements developing . in
north Cape Colony. Gen. French has
succeeded in getting in touch with
Gatacre, possibly presaging a combi-
nation of their columns and the com-
mencement of a concentration of forces
which is believed to be the ground-
work of Roberts's plan of campaign.

Heavy Loss Among Officers.
LoxDoN, 80,—General Buller
ceports cas ies among officers at
Spion Kop. here were twehty-two

posits to 20 times the amount cf their capital |

elective officers of that body and nom-

Drs Moinks, Jan. 30, 1900,
The caucus committee to prepare s
normal school measure has cumpleted
its work, drafting a bill to provide for

three additional schools, The meas-
ure will be introduced, probably in
both houses, as soon as possible. It
provides that one school shall bé es-
tablished in 1001, one in 1902'and one
1003. ‘T'he schools shall be in charge
of boards of trustees. The locations .
shall be determined by joint ballot in.
the legislature one week after the pas-
sage of the act. A majority of all
votes cast will be necessary to fix lo-
cations, the first town receiving the
necessary majority being the location
for the institution founded in 19015the
next town receiving a majority shall
be the seat of the school established in
1902, and the third town to receive &
majorty shall be the seat of the school
established in 1903. After the tenth
ballot the places having the smallest
number of votes may be dropped from
the list. A site of not less than forty
ucres, not less than thiee-fourths of a
mile nor more than two miles from
the business portion of the town must
ve proffered free, with $25,000 bond for
the performance of the contract.

The result of a poll of the honsa b
Stalleop, of Sac, makes the futiive 100
black for the normal schools bill.  Mr,
Stallcop has been quietly looking' the
matter up for days, and he declares
positively the three normal schools bill
is beaten in the house. 3
A bill for a woman reformatory 'at
Anamosa has been introduced’ in the
house by Representative Stewart, of
Polk. It has the sanction of the board
of control and of the organizations
such as the W. C. T. U. which have
been opposing the methods of "the
girls’ reform school at Mitchellville.
The bill is a long one, specifying in
detail points regarding the organiza-
tion and management of the propased
institution. “The reformatory shall be
in two divisionis, a reformatory and a
penal section. Both shall be under
the management of a woman superin-
tendent to be appointed by the board
of control with a salary fixed at $1,000
per year. The departments are to be’
kept in separate buildings, the reform-
atory to occupy the entire bilildins
now used as the female department o
the penitentiary and the penal depart-
ment that portion of the criminal 'in-
sane building now wused by female
convicts. The reformatory division is
for the care of such women over 16
years of age as may hereafter be con-
victed of crimes other than murder or
of snch girls over 14 yearsof age as the
board of control mav see fit totransfer
from the girls’ industrial school’ at
Mitchellville. The penal department
is for the safe keeping girls and
women over 16 who have been convict-
ed of the crime of murder ‘or are for
other réasons not eligiblg to th
reformatory division. A
The secretary of state says the. fed
he received during the month of
uary from the filing of articles o
corporation exceed those of any
vious month in the history of the of
They have at present reached
€8,000 mark. This fund has b
swelled by a large fee of $3,017 paid
the C. B. & Q. road in filing articles
incorporation covering the doub
tracking it is soon to do. * The articl;
include those of the company whi
will build the double track from Mu
ray, Clarke county, to Creston, and th
other from FKairfield to Ottumwa.  Th
first has a stock of $2,000,000 and thé
second $1,000,000.
The state board of control appeared
before a joint meeting of the ways
and means committee of the senate and
house on the evening of the 24th and
told its story. The members discussed
every problem presented with ease,
showing a remarkable fund of inform-
ation, an intimate knowledge of what
is being done along similar lines in
other states; familiarity with every de-
tail of conduct of institutions, and ex-
hibited a record, in answer, of having
bought 75 per cent of the supplies in
Jowa, and yet never buying from an
Towan if another bid was lower, ' ‘The
session was held in the senate chamber,

Members of the Shiloh battlefield
commission, appointed by Governor
Jackson in'1896 to mark the ground a%
the Dbattlefleld occupied by Iowa
troops, appeared before the senate
committee on appropriations and asked
for an appropriation of §65,000 to ereg
a monument to Iowa soldiers and to
pay the expenses of demarkation of the
ground. Commissioners Godfrey, Hus-
ton, Hays, Rood and Munroe made
speeches favoring the plan proposed.

A great deal of interest is develop-
ing over the election of trustees for
the three 'state educational institu-
tions. It is probable that the joint
convention for the election of these
officers will be held during the mnext
two weeks. The list of trustees whose
terms expire includes four regents of
the State University, four trustees of
the State Agricultural College and
two trustees of the State Normal
School to be chosen. The regents of
the Agricultural College are chosen
from congressional districts.  The nor-
mal school trustees are chosen from
the state at large. All hold effice for
six years.

OPEN DOOt ASSURED.

Agreement Regarding China Has Been
Reduced to Definite Notes.
WAsHINGTON, Jan. 25,—The success
of the negotiations instituted by Sec-
retary Hay with a view of insuring the
‘‘open door” for American trade in
China, may now be regarded as assur-
ed. The last phase of the negotiati
was the reduction of the trra.ng‘ol’neh
reached informally to the ‘sha'pe,_o'_! 3

This work has been going on for some
weeks, with the result that every one

department the written agreement,

United State to welcome our overtures,

negotiation without waiting for ad.
vances from the United States. s The
non-receipt of their formal undertak
ingsis believed to be due to a dela

e

%

‘killed,  ninetgen w'pdod{!mﬂ L ajx

th ils, for intin ]
pmalin, 4 :R“?mt\oa:‘bt"‘

what are known as definite notes ..

of the powers that participated in the
negotiations has returned to the state -

with the exception of Japan andItaly. .‘f
There is not the slightest doubt in'

these .cases, for Japan was one of the |
first of the nations approached by the

while Italy voluntarily entered the

.,s-\-‘




