
The Leon Reporter 
O. K. HDLL, Publisher. 

LEON IOWA. 

THURSDAY, MAY 16,1901. 

Christian Klucker, a Swiss guide in. 
tfle Rocky mountains, has a record of 
2,000 mountain ascents without an ac
cident to himself or his party 
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This Buffalo is the same sanguine 

little city that was bragging a few 
months ago that its fair should be 
ready when the opening day arrived. 

It is too soon to tell whether the 
/eduction in the size of the page which 
several metropolitan daily newspapers 
are making is merely an advertising 
experiment, or the beginning of an 
Important permanent change. The 
daily newspapers are much too large; 
they absorb so much time as to leave 
little for more serious reading. 

Sweden and Norway both boast sev
eral homes for unmarried women. One 
of these was endowed more than 200 
years ago by a man who left the bulk 
of his fortune to his spinster descend
ants. The home is managed by sal
aried trustees, and the unmarried 
•woman who can prove kinship to th& 
founder is entitled to a home there. 

In the new mint in Philadelphia the 
United States will have the finest, cost
liest, and most complete money-mak
ing establishment of its kind in the 
world. The granite structure was com
menced two years ago and will cost 
about ?2,000,0o0, inducting the me
chanical equipment, costing ?200,000. 
There will be 24 coining presses in the 
new mint. 

A physician who has recently re
turned from Persia says that the na
tives still believe that human tears 
are a remedy for certain chronic dis
eases. At every funeral the bottling 
of mourners' tears is one of the chief 
features of the ceremony. Each of the 
mourners is presented with a spongs 
with which to mop his face and eyes, 
and after the burial these sponges are 
presented to the priest, who squeezes 
the tears into bottles, which he keeps. 

The Forestry Department of the St. 
.Louis fair intends to have an exhibi
tion that will be an object lesson to 
all who see it of the practical side of 
wood working in all its phases and 
branches. It will show the woods of 
the country and the uses to which 
they are adapted; it will endeavor to 
show where they grow, at what pries 
the standing timber can be bought, 
the size of the tract, accessibility, and 
everything that a prospective pur
chaser would want to know. 

Prince Alphonse, the nephew of the 
Princte Regent of Bavaria, is the man 
of the hour in Bavaria. He has re
ceived the "Blue Letter," which means 
he has been officially degraded. Hi 
was not se^vra enough to please tlj 
military, and the mistake he made 

_to manifest too, muc] 
the horse; 

the last maneuvers^ on reaching a SJeep 
and stony descent, Prince Alphonse or
dered the men to dismount, so that the 
horses might be spared. It is claimed 
the order completely upset the plan of 
action. Popular feeling is intense 
against the authorities who' have 
brought about the prince's dismissal. 
It is believed to be the first time a 
Bavarian prince has received the 'Blue 
Letter." . ••••• 

The sumptuous chapel built to com
memorate the many victims of the ter
rible fire which took place a few years 
ago at the Charity Bazaar in Paris is 
now finished, and is generally consid
ered to be exceptionally artistic and 
appropriate. It contains, however, a 
very curious optical illusion. The dome 
is painted by Maignan, and represents 
the Virgin surrounded by angels car
rying the implements of the Passion, 
with the victims of the awful catas
trophe rising from their graves at her 
feet. Seen from the right-hand side, 
the Virgin and angels alone appear, 
but if the spectator goes to the left he 
sees only the unfortunate victims as
cending to glory, the Madonna and her 
celestial host, by an ingenious arrange
ment of the light, being no longer 
visible. 
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WhHe a crew of stone laborers were 
working an excavation through the 
Forman clift, two miles east of New
port, R. I., for the bed of the Tennessee 
and North Carolina railroad,they found 
a human female skeleton 19 inches in 
height, in a perfect state of preserva 
tion. The only anomaly was the teeth, 
which were 200 in number and had no 
sockers, but were developed from and 
grew upon the jaw bone with no ad
jacent valvular process. The bones 
were hermetically sealed and sent to 
the Smithsonian Institution. The slcel 
eton was found in solid rock ten feet 
from the face and eight feet from the 
top of clift, in a cavity two feet by 15 
inches. About the cavity was no 
opening crevice or aperture for the 
skeleton to entef since the formation 
of the clift, more than 2,000 years ago 

Since the day when Jesua Christ came 
here to suffer poverty and painful 
death, lived a life of absolute devo
tion to the poor and to the weak. No 
man, of course, has emulated the ex
ample which Christ set when he lived 
with the poor, worked for the poor, 
spoke for them, prayed for them and 
died for them. But no man succeeds 
at all in a big way unless in his na
ture the dominant factor is sympathy 
for the other little human beings^ fas
tened to this globe as he is, and shar
ing with him its hopes and troubles 
and vicissitudes. 

__ ^The most primitive hunter as well 
ll| a8 the most remarkable marksman in 

Pennsylvania is Frederick Thomas, a 
; hermit who lives on the Gettysburg 

battlefield. He shoots birds and rab-
/ bits with a bow and arrow. So ex

pert has he become that he seldom 
miopia a shot He subsists almost en
tirely upon game killed in this man-

' ner. His first home was a hole in the 
ground and a small cave hut. Three 
years ago, entirely unsssisted; Thomas 
succeeded in building himsejf a one-
story cabin" of-logs. He is a/widower. 
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There was no politics in the Adams 
county republican convention held at 
Corning for the selection of dele
gates to the state convention. The 
enthusiastic support given the candi
dacy of Judge Towner for the nomi
nation for judge of the supreme court 
Jrevented the discussion of candidates 
for other offices. 
1 There is much excitement in Floris, 
on account of the mysterious disap
pearance of A. S. Kendrick, a well 
to do and highly respected citizen, 
who on the first of May drew $900 
from the.bank and has not since been 
seen. He stated he intended to buy a 
farm. His wife and friends fear foul 
play. He is quite well off. The dis
appearance of a young woman who 
has lived at Kendrick's house for a 
long time has started a story of 
elopement, but no proof of this is 
at hand. 

The persons who are fighting for 
Sunday closing of saloons in Dubuque 
have gained a point. The Young 
People's Christian Temperance union 
in writing, called Judge Mathews' at
tention to the fact that the 123 sa
loons of Dubuque are violating the 
mulct law by keeping1 open all day 
Sunday. Judge Mathews therefore 
instructed the grand jury that it was 
their duty to investigate the alleged 
violations and if they found the 
charges to be true to call the viola
tors to task. 

The republicans of Woodbury 
jounty in convention at Sioux City 
chose thirty-six delegates to the 
etate convention at Cedar Rapids, in
structing the delegation to case its 
vote for A. B. Cummins for governor. 
The delegation is headed by Craig 
L. Wright, who was mentioned as a 
possible candidate for the office of 
justice of the supreme court. Al
though there has been rumors that 
the anti-Cummins men would put up a 
strong fight against the plan to in
struct the delegation, the Cummins 
men were so decidedly in the ma
jority that practically no effort was 
made to interfere with their pro
gram. 

Authentic information has been re
ceived by relatives in Keokuk that 
the marriage of Miss Carrie Rand to 
Prof. George D. Herron was perform
ed some weeks ago, and that they 
are now man and wife. The news 
comes from Miss Rand and her 
mother, Mrs. E. D. Rand, and though 
relatives of the fanMIy will not dis
cuss the matter, the information 
comes from such a direct source that 
there is considered to be no possi
bility for mistake. According to the 
tetter from Mrs. Rand, her daughter, 
Carrie, was married to Mr. Herrotn 
within a few days after the divorce 
liad been granted to the former iNfrs. 
Herron by the Algona court. The 
ceremony was performed in New 
York. 

The friends of George McMahon, 
the farmer who mysteriously disap
peared from near Fort Dodge about 
three weeks ago, have received a let
ter from a medium in Minneapolis, 
Btating that McMahon was killed by a 
jieckyoke on the same night of his 

pearance. The medium offers to 
JnMahon's body, provided $500 

jn one of the banks of Fort 
be paid to her if success-

MiSfc McMahon has done this, and 
lays she ^willing to give $1,000 to lo
cate her husband. Mr. McMahon's 
friends have determined not to give 
up the search, and if the medium 
fails to find the body they will prob
ably place the matter in the hands 
bf the Pinkerton agency. They say 
they will maintain the search, even 
If it lasts for years. 

Armour & Co. will be pit eking hogs, 
cattle and sheep in Sioux City within 
thirty days. They have closed a deal 
for the purchase of the plant of the 
Sioux City Provision company, until 
recently owned and operated by the 
International Packing company of 
Chicago. Negotiations for the sale 
have been on ever since the Interna
tional was forced to wind up its af
fairs. The transfer means much to 
Sioux City and will give it another big 
packer besides Cudahy and add to the 
value of its market to the northwest 
ern section. The Sioux City Provision 
company's plant has been' operated 
only to kill hogs, although it has fa
cilities for cattle killing, also. It will 
probably be worked to its full capa
city of 3,250 hogs, 500 cattle and 500 
teheep daily. It is stated that the 
Sioux City Provision company may 
open up the old Booge plant as a pork 
packing establishment. 

The work of putting the Agar pack 
ing house of Des Moines in shape for 
opening has been nearly completed 
The cattle killing department is ready 
lo put in operation and the run-ways 
sonnecting the Vincent stock yards 
with the house have been completed 
It is thought that the pork packing 
department can be put in shape in 
about ten days, but because of the 
unsatisfactory condition of the hog 
market, which has caused most of the 
houses to run on short time, there 
Is no disposition to hurry this work. 
The probabilities are that within the 
hext week or ten days the house will 
be started up on a small kill in both 
departments and kept in operation 
for a few days on a small number of 
hogs and cattle to prove that the ma 
chinery, the chill rooms, etc., are in 
Working order. Then if it is found 
everything is satisfactory, the local 
market will be. opened and the oper
ation of the house continued up to 
^he supply of stock offered. 
'• A hydrophobia scare created con
siderable alarm in Oelwein. It was 
supposed that several cattle and hogs 
were bitten by a rabid dog, and they 
were condemned. No other cases 
have developed. 
| Mr. Ismaei of Oelwein complained 
to the city police that one Mr. High-
tower had been robbed, delivering 
$1.85, claiming that as his part of 
the steal, and accusing Mr. Seawor
thy of theft. At a preliminary hear
ing the evidence warranted the court 
to hold Seaworthy under $800 bonds 
to appear at trial in the district 
court. 
• The jury in the case of Jackson 
and Stoval, alleged Manilla, Iowa 
express robbers, round them not 
guilty. The men were released from 
jail. 

Lee Fox, a ten-year-old boy of 
Riceville, has confessed to the burn
ing of several barns and two dwell
ing1 houses. For several weeks fires 
have occurred there in rapid suc
cession and young Fox was suspected 
but no evidence could be obtained 
which would hold him. When con
fronted with the charge of burning1 

of the last barn of M. Monholan, he I 
confessed. He will be sentenced to 
the reform school. I 

• The Butler county republican con 
vention adopted resolutions favorable 
to the (jandidacy of Senator Harri-
man for governor. 

Wisconsin university defeated Iowa 
in a debate on the "Construction of 
the Nicaraguan Canal" at Madison. 
Wisconsin favored the canal. 

At Ames a few days ago Drake won 
the triangular meet from Grinnell 
and Ames with comparative ease'. The 
winning score was fifty-four points. 
Grinnell added forty-three and Ames 
thirty-eight. 

E. C. Young, a bralceman on the 
Algona branch, was run over and in
stantly killed at Hampton while 
making up a freight train, his foot 
being caught) on a guard rail. He was 
a single man 30 years old. 

M. I. Bishop was killed two miles 
east of Stanton. He attenjpted to 
board an eastbound freight train that 
was going twenty-five miles an hour, 
when he was thrown under the 
wheels and frightfully mangled. He 
was 18 years old and his parents re
side in Stanton. 

Burglars toroke into the Fair store 
at Lone Tree, bound and gagged the 
night watchman, and stole $300 worth 
of clothing and $50 worth of jewelry. 
They stole a handcar and escaped, 
afterwards throwing the car into 
the Iowa river at Iowa City, where 
it was found. 

The trustees committee on faculty 
of Iowa college has accepted the res
ignations of Prof. R. G. Cole, head of 
the musical department; Mrs. C. G. 
Cole, of the piano department; Miss 
Hall, of the same department; Miss 
Grace Henderson, preceptress of .the 
academy, and Miss Haines, instructor 
of the academy. Prof. Cole will spend 
the coming year in Europe. 

The Bee Hive department store in 
Burlington, managed by the Weber-
Smith company, lias assigned, with 
assets of $9,000; liabilities, $5,000. 
The cause of the failure is given as 
poor collections and the backward 
spring. Twenty-one Chicago firms are 
involved in sums ranging from $10 to 
$400, the latter being Selz, Schwab & 
Company. There are fifteen Ohio 
firms involved, and others scattered 
all over the east and southeast. 

A young man giving the name of C. 
B. Hmes was arrested at Waterloo by 
United States Deputy Marshal Healey 
and taken to Cedar Rapids to answer 
a charge of attempting to evade the 
revenue laws. He was working in 
Waterloo and nearby country for a 
fraternal insurance order. He mailed 
a check for $14 to a man in Cedar 
Rapids, but before doing so failed to 
place thereon a 2-cent revenue stamp. 
The man turned the check over to the 
federal authorities. It will probably 
cost him a handsome fine. 

Davenport has another clam-pearl 
story, and this one is vouched for as 
truth. This time it is Jack Bailey of 
LeClaire, who is reputed to be the 
lucky man, and $1,000 'is given as the 
purchase price of his find. Bailey is 
a well known riverman, who has been 
"clamming" for a couple of years 
past. 1-Ie was working a clambank 
near Gordon's Ferry, ten miles below 
Dubuque, and in passing the elam 
shells from one kettle to another, 
searching the meaty residue for slugs 
and pearls, he found a clam with 
something hard imbedded in the 
meaty portion and a moment later 
extricated a pearl as large as~a pea. 
The next day one of the members of 
Howe Bros., jewelers of Clinton, paid 
$1,000 for the pearl, which Was out of 
a Mississippi river clam. 

A suit for $10,000 adds a new chap
ter to the Finn-Muroy sensation that 
developed in Hardin county several 
weeks ago, (resulting in the disruption 
of the Finn home at Radcliffe, and 
the commitment of Mrs. Finn to the 
state asylum at Independence. Speak
ing of the new case, the Enterprise 
says: "As a result of the recent 
trouble in the Finn case at Radcliffe 
papers have been filed by Mr. Finn 
with Clerk Meader asking $10,000 of 
A. Muroy as damages for the aliena
tion of plaintiff's wife's affections, 
also asking a temporary order enjoin
ing any communication with Mrs. 
Finn, who is now in the asylum at In
dependence. The petition also asks 
that the said temporary injunction be 
made permanent on final hearing. 
Sheriff Mitterer served papers on Mu
roy at Hubbard Friday." Muroy is a 
Mexican music teacher and is making 
Iowa Falls his headquarters, where h< 
is giving lessons. 

John Fairgraves, the Valley June, 
tion saloonkeeper, has taken a shot 
at the Iowa statutes governing con
tempt proceedings for violation of 
liquor injunctions. He has filed an 
amendment to his motion for a dis
charge of the case against him in the 
Polk county court on the grounds 
that the statute under which the pro
ceedings were brought is unconstitu
tional and therefore void. Fairgraves 
holds that inasmuch as the courts are 
created by the constitution of the 
state, the power and jurisdiction in
herent in the courts is wholly de
rived from the constitution, existing 
for the purpose of protecting the ju
diciary. It is further held that the 
legislature has no power over sub
jects of contempt coming under a ju
dicial branch of the government save 
that it makes reasonable regulations 
concerning procedure in cases of con
tempt; that the act is an invasion by 
one of the co-ordinate branches of the 
government and of exclusive province 
and jurisdiction of another branch. 
The statute is attacked from another 
point on the grounds that it attempts 
to authorize an injunction where none 
could issue at common law, to forbid 
acts which the law denounces and 
punishes as crimes, in order to pun 
ish the repetition thereof as a con. 
tempt of court. It is claimed this 
method deprives the accused of a 
chance to prove his innocence by a 
jury trial. 

Burglars entered the convent of the 
Saered Heart at Cedar Falls and stole 
$26 and all the valuable deeds and 
documents belonging to the Sisters 
of Mercy. There is no clue To the 
robbers. 

James Matthews, 76 years old, re-
siding in the southwest corner of 
Burr Oak township, Winneshiek 
county, committed suicide by hang
ing. Mr. Matthews had a quarrel 
with his wife and after dinner went 
to the barn. When he failed to re
turn in a reasonable time search was 
made for him and his lifeless body 
was .found hanging to a tree some 
distance from the house. 

A corps of engineers in the employ 
of the Illinois Central is now work
ing on a survey for a new line of that 
road to extend from Cedac Rapids 
south through Western, Chippen, Ka-
lona and Washington, and thence to 
Coppock, where it will connect with 
the Iowa Central, now controlled by 
the Illinois Central interests. When 
this line is built it will give Washing
ton two more roads besides the Mil
waukee cut-off and means much for 
the city. When thus constructed, 
Washington will be connected with 
the outside world by the Rock Island, 
Milwaukee, .^rlington & Northwest
ern, tMWiis Central and the Iowa 
Cen^^^H ' ' 'Ml 

MANY REDUCED TO RUIN 
Appalling Result of War in North

ern Pacific Stocks. 
New York, May 10.—Bitter stress 

developed in Wall street by the sec
ond hour of trading on the fjtock ex
change yesterday. The violence of 
the commotion had spent much of its 
force, at least for the time being, 
when the chairman's gavel fell an
nouncing the close of the day's pro
ceedings. The casualties were great 
and the field of battle was strewn 
with the wounded and may be with 
the dying. But of actual fatalities 
none was recorded of importance 
during the day. During the height 
of the panic rumors of insolvencies 
were ^handed about more quickly 
than they could be reported. But 
no confirmations could be had of the 
intimations of financial wreck. Those 
against whom the rumors pointed 
refused even to show any sign of dis
tress, and professed themselves ready 
to meet all obligations. Notwith
standing these assurances, the fact 
was too obvious from the crash of 
values on the exchange, that credits 
and borrowing power were shrink
ing at a too prodigious rate, not to 
leave the mind of the whole finan
cial world in a condition of intense 
strain. But the indications at the 
close of the day were strong that 
the principal damage had been 
wrought upon the speculative class, 
or upon holders of securities on mar
gin for whatever purpose. 

The shrinkage of collateral made 
it necessary for the banks in many 
:ases to exact an additional collater
al during the 'day, and this added 
much to the distress for a time. But 
in the late dealings the principal 
banks in the financial district agreed 
to form a pool and raise a fund to 
loan the money rate down to 6 per 
cent on the stock exchange. The 
bid for money had been run up to 60 
per ccnA and was threatening to keep 
alive the panic. The dozen banks 
quickly came to an agreement to 
raise $16,000,000, with implied willing
ness to raise the sum if necessary. 
There were heavy loans placed also 
by individual banks, ranging in some 
cases to $25,000,000 and $30,000,000. 
Through the early part of the day 
bankers exacted the market rate for 
loans. But with the growing need to 
suppress the panic they offered the 
rate down to 6 per cent. 

The real stress of the occasion came 
upon the men who were shut up in 
either their private offices or those 
of brokers who were struggling and 
even fighting on the floor of the ex
change. 

In the brokers' offices sat many 
•nen who were reduced to absolute 
ruin as a result of fifteen minutes' 
proceedings on the stock exchange. 
Some of these have been made opu
lent within a few weeks past as a 
result of the unparalleled rise of 
prices. With the true gambling spirit 
they have replaced all their winnings 
in new ventures on each successful 
turn. Yesterday's drop, therefore, 
wiped them all out. In many cases 
one could see the gamblers' fortitude 
with which the chances of gain were 
accepted. But the glittering attrac
tion of this market has brought into 
it a constantly increasing assortment 
of more staid and experienced spec
ulators; men and women who have 
brought long standing hoards from 
secret, places and from savings bank 
deposits with, the determination to 
make one successful stroke and then 
retire with the proceeds. 

The extent of ,the decline during 
the day was as great; in some cases 
as has taken weeks to attain on the 
advance. The figures alone suffice to 
indicate the proportions of the drop. 
In Delaware & Hudson the extreme 
decline was 59 points, Manhattan 
3S%, Rock Island 35%, Union Pacific 
38, Atchison 34%, Atchison preferred 
32, Southern Pacific 29%, United 
States Steel preferred 26y2, while a 
range of 5 to 30 points would cover 
the collapse in nearly every active 
stock on the stock exchange. 

LOUISIANA'S OIL FEVEK. 

Believed That the Texas Flow Extends 
Over Into That State. 

New Orleans, May 14.—New Orleans 
capital is largely investing in oil 
lands in Louisiana, as well as Texas. 
Hardly a day passes that some new 
company is not organized here, hail
ing from this city or Beaumont. Oil 
in abundance all through this section 
and the news of the recent striking 
of oil at 830 feet at Vinton, La., has 
added impetus to the movement. Vin
ton is on a line with the Beaumont 
gushers, and from its nearness to 
Orange, Texas, with the Sabine river 
as the dividing line, has had the ef
fect of enthusing everybody in that 
radius. Orange, Texas, is organizing 
companies, and, in fact, at every little 
town where there are any prospects, 
companies spring up in a night and 
capital for development purposes 
pours in. Bankers in that city report 
that $1,500,000 already has been with
drawn from the banks for the pur
pose of sinking wells. 

The oil field is undoubtedly an ex
tensile one, reaching as far east as 
Lafayette, La. Nearly all the new 
strikes show a high pressure. 

Minister Is Guilty of Rioting:. 
Topeka, Kan., May 13.—Rev. F. W. 

Emerson, pastor of the principal 
Christian church here, and Dr. M. 
R. Mitchell, a well known physician, 
have been found guilty of precipi
tating a riot. The two were mem
bers of a mob that broke into a sa
loon in North Topeka at the time 
the Nation agitation was at its 
height. ........ 

The Old Boat is Hetter. J 

London, May 14.—The Shamrock I 
beat the Shamrock II by five minutes 
over a twenty mile course. 

La Folletto Flays Legislature. 
Madison, Wis., May 13.—"A mock-

jry of platform pledges and judicious 
legislation alike" is the way Gover
nor LaFollette sums up his opinion 
oof the Hagemeister primary elec
tion bill, which he has vetoed. The 
governor's veto message was read at 
the opening of the senate by Chief 
Clerk Houser. At the conclusion of 
the reading an effort was made to 
pass the bill over the veto. The stal
warts held together and came with
in two votes of accomplishing this 
by the necessary two-thirds ma
jority, the vote being 18 to 11. 

Seventeen years agq, a man in Bos
ton county, Kansas, was bitten by a 
snake. For a remedy he took a horn 
of whisky three times a day. He is 
so convinced that the remedy is ef
fectual that he still continues his tri-
daily dose. 

A lamentable qccident befell 
Charles Shivley while pruning a tree 
at Madison, W. Va. He was severing 
a tough branch when the knife slip, 
ped and struck him in the right eye, 
cutting the ball in two. Instinctively 
he placed his hand over the blinded 
eye, and in so doing jabbed the point 
of the knife into the other eye, cut
ting: the ball of it so that t>l\e sight 
was completely destroyed, 

RUSSIA STATES HE It POSITION. 

Mas Nvver Entertained Any Hostile lie-
signs on China. 

New York, May 14.—According t«, 
a special from Washington to the 
Herald, Russia's efforts to facilitate 
the negotiations respecting China anu 
to hasten the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from the Celestial empire are 
the subject of an official note, a.copy 
of which has just been received in 
Washington. It contains the first 
complete official statement of the 
course of the Russian governmen* 
that has been made. 

The satement of Russia's policy 
was made simultaneously with her 
official declaration that while main
taining the present temporary situa
tion in Manchuria, in order to pre
serve peace, the imperial government 
is content to calmly await events. It 
declare virtually that Russia has 
kept steadily in view the fact that in 
sending her troops into China no hos
tile intent was entertained toward 
China; on the contrary their presence 
was for the purpose of rendering ef
fective aid to the government of 
China in its struggle against the in 
surgents. 

The note is a lengthy view of diplo-
matic developments, beginning with 
the steps taken by the powers to 
seek an understanding of the alarm
ing occurrences in China last year. 

LOST IN A RIVER WRECK 
Between Twenty-five and Fifty 

Passengers Drowned. 
Carbondale, 111., May 14.—The City 

of Paducah, a Mississippi river pack
et, was sunk near Brunkhorst Land
ing, four miles north, about . 12 
o'clock Sunday night. Between twen-
ty-five and fifty people were drown
ed, only seven escaping with their 
lives. The City of Paducah left St. 
Louis Sunday morning on a down
ward trip and stopped at most land
ings and loaded on freight, most of 
which was corn. This fact attracted 
attention from a few of the passen
gers, but no serious consideratior 
was given to the matter. 

Between 11 and 12 o'clock Miss 
Fannie Block, who in company with 
her parents, Rev. and Mrs. Block, 
was going from St. Louis to Evans-
ville, Ind., was aroused from sleep 
by a sudden jar. She asked her 
mother if her berth had been broken 
and no sooner had the words passed 
her lips than water rushed into their 
npartments and they were compelled 
to act quickly to save their lives. 
With four others they escaped to the 
Illinois shore by holding on the drift
wood and swimming. The seven 
saved are Jews. Rev. Block is a 
Jewish rabbi. The seven survivors of 
the catastrophe made their way down 
the river. They escaped in their 
night clothes and arrived here with 
wet blankets about them. Among 
the drowned were about twenty-five 
negroes. The top of the boat can 
be seen. 

TRIED TO SELL OFFICIAL PAl'KES 

Trusted Employo of tlio War Department 
bunimar.ly Dismissed. 

Washington, May 12.—An attempt 
to sell confidential communications 
between the attorney general and the 
secretary of war in the Neeley case 
has been unearthed by Chief Wilkie 
of the secret service. Information 
had been obtained from Judge John 
Lindsey, counsel for Neeley, in New 
York, who had received a letter 
signed John B. Dickenson, offering 
him copies of the correspondence. 
Judge Lindsey turned the matter 
over to the attorney general. The 
latter called in Chief Wilkie and 
placed the matter in his hands. An 
officer was sent to the general de
livery of the postoffice, and when a 
man presented himself and asked for 
mail for John B. Dickenson, he was 
followed. He went direct to the in
sular division of the war department. 

Shortly afterward a conference be
tween the secretary of war, Solicitor 
General Richards, of the department 
of justice, Colonel Edwards, chief of 
the insular bureau, and Chief Wilkie 
was held, and it was discovered that 
the man representing himself as John 
B. Dickenson was William Davis Wil
liams, the stenographer of Colonel 
Edwards, a position which he has 
held for a year past. He formerly 
was private secretary to Congress
man Brumm, of Pennsylvania. Wil
liams volunteered to turn the corre
spondence that he had endeavored to 
sell to Judge Lindsay over to the au
thorities. As the sale had not been 
completed, no charge was made 
against Williams, but he was summa
rily dismissed by the secretary of 
war. Williams came here from Min-
ersville, Pa. 

The papers which Williams desired 
to sell to Mr. Lindsay consisted of the 
draft of an opinion of the attorney 
general upon questions submitted by 
Mr. Lindsay relative to requisition 
testimony in the Neely 'case. The 
opinion was prepared by an assistant 
attorney familiar with the Neely 
case. The opinion was prepared by 
an asssistant attorney familiar with 
the ^ Neely case, and was 
submitted to Secretary Root 
for consideration and observation. 
There also was a letter from 
Secretary Root to the attorney gen
eral. These papers Williams offered 
for sale for $200. 

Kitchener Reports. 
London, May 13.—Lord Kitchener 

reports to the war office as follows: 
"Since May 5, 28 Boers have been 

killed, six wounded and 130 taken 
prisoners, and 183 have surrendered. 
Nine ^thousand rounds of ammuni
tion, 210 wagons, 1,500 horses and 
large quantities of grain and stock 
have been captured." ' 

Some people seem to have a grudge 
against all mankind. 

Turkey's Reply Not Liked. 
Constantinople, May 11.—The Ger

man, Austrian, French and British 
ambassadors promptly sent back the 
porte's reply to their representations 
on the subject of Turkish seizure of 
the foreign mails, owing to the offen
sive allegations that the foreign post-
offices facilitated smuggling. Pend
ing a settlement of the question em
bassy couriers are taking the Euro
pean mails to and from the Bulgar
ian frontier. • 

Men are deathly afraid of women; 
railroads are deathly afraid ,of legis
latures. *<* -

The czar of Russia is more1 afraid 
of poison and bullets than of indiges-
tion; yet, to assist in keeping himself 
in good physical condition, he has 
twenty-seven physicians, chosen from 
the medical celebrities of the coun
try. 

A stubborn horse, belonging to Ed
ward Bailey of New Utrecht, N. Y., 
aroused the ire of its master because 
of its unwillingness to draw a well-
loaded farm wagon along a heavy 
road. Bailey gave expression to his 
anger by kicking the animal in the 
stomach. A little later, while Bailey 
was adjusting the harness, the horse 
retoli&tgd by kicking him so savage
ly that the man's nip was fracture' 

PRESIDENT ON A JOURNEY 
Los Angeles, Cal., May 9.—Yester

day the president and his party had 
their first taste of the hospitality of 
California. The introduction to the 
land of sunshine, fruit and - flowers 
was like a dream of paradise after 
three days spent in the alkali deserts 
of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. 
Governor Gage and the California 
congressional delegation met the 
president at Redlands and welcomed 
him to the state. Through an ave
nue lined with palms and Venetian 
masts the president was driven over 
beds of roses, beneath a triumphal 
arch of flowers and fruit to the Casa 
Loma hotel, on the balcony of which 
the exercises took place. A drive 
through the orange groves and parks 
followed. All along the route of the 
drive ladies showered the president 
and Mrs. McKinley with flowers, and 
through, the streets they bombarded 
him from the windows with confetti 
until the air was a perfect maze of 
color. From Redlands down to Los 
Angeles it was one c.ontinuous ova
tion. Every station was crowded with 
children with wreaths of flowers in 
their hands, and with cheering men 
and women." Minute stops were made 
at Colton, Ontario and Pomona, and 
at 2:30 o'clock the train drew into 
Los Angeles. Great preparations had 
been made for the arrival of the 
party in Los Angeles and the recep
tion was a splendid one. Last night 
the president and Mrs. McKinley 
stayed at the home of Gen. Harrison 
Gray Otis. 

Los Angeles, Cal., May 10.—From a 
broad, blue canopied pavilion, sur
rounded by the members of his cabi
net, the governor of Ohio and nota
bles from many states, President Mc
Kinley" yesterday reviewed the floral 
parade of the Los Angeles carnival 
The streets of the city .were literally 
jammed with people. Pasadena, San
ta Monica and other neighboring 
towns in southern California were al
most entirely depopulated. The 
scene on Broadway, where the re
viewing stand was located, resembled 
Pennsylvania avenue in Washington 
on the day of the inauguration pa
rade. Mrs. McKinley did not witness 
the show, but she drove along Broad
way and received the plaudits of the 
multitude just before the procession 
appeared. The president rode at the 
head of the parade in an open car
riage drawn by six spirited milk-
white horses. 

San Luis Opispo, Cal., May 11.—The 
route of the president's train north-
way from Los Angeles yesterday lay 
through the Santa Clara valley, where 
it ran for hours along the edge of 
cliffs overhanging the Pacific ocean. 
At every stopping place today there 
was a flower show rivaling in beauty 
the floral parade which the president 
witnessed at Los Angeles. At Ven
tura and Santa Barbara the president 
was simply overwhelmed with flow
ers. The carriages in which he rode 
were lined with them and the streets 
over which he passed were paved with 
them. As the president approaches 
his destination at San Francisco the 
programs at the different stops are 
more enjoyable and less fatiguing. 
A drive through the city was in each 
case the principal feature at the 
places where he stopped today. The 
president was much interested in the 
old Spanish missions, filled with his
toric relics, which he visited both at 
Ventura and Santa Barbara. San 
Luis Opispo, the last stop of the day, 
was reached at 7 o'clock last even
ing. The party will spend today and 
Sunday at Del Monte. 

San Francisco, May 13.—When near 
New Orleans a felon began to develop 
on one of Mrs. McKinley's fingers. 
It was lanced a couple of times by 
the attending physician, the -opera
tion being quite painful. This trou
ble, added to the fact that the over
land journey had greatly exhaust' 
Mrs. McKinley necessitated removing 
her' to San Francisco, where she 
could secure absolute quiet. 

San Francisco, May 14.—At 10 
o'clock last night Secretary Cortel-
you gave the following bulletin to 
the Associated Press regarding the 
condition of Mrs. McKinley. 

"The physicians in attendance re
port that their patient has passed a 
more comfortable day than for sev
eral days past." 

President McKinley expects to 
carry out the full program prepared 
for his entertainment at San Fran
cisco, but he will probably be obliged 
to omit from his itinerary some of 
the smaller places where he was ex
pected to visit. Definite plans for 
the remainder of the trip cannot be 
announced until tomorrow. 

President McKinley returned late 
yesterday, afternoon' from San Jose 
to the bedside of his wife at the Scott 
residence, where he will remain to
day. 

DEWET HUNTING THIS BRITISH. 

Boer Leader, With 8,000 Men, Said to 
Have Invaded the Transvaal. 

London, May 14.—General De Wet, 
.tccording to a dispatch to the Daily 
Mail from Pretoria,, has resumed op
erations, and is reported to have 
crossed into the Transvaal with 2,000 
men. _ At a banqufet of the Cornish 
association General Pole-Carew said: 

"At the beginning of the war had 
the Boers fully realized their strength 
and our unpreparedness we would 
have been driven into Durban jjnd 
Cape Town, and we would Have pre
sented the spectacle of reconquering 
South Africa from the sea coast." 

Turkey BIu*t lleid. 
Paris, May 14.—The correspondent 

aere of the Associated Press learns on 
trustworthy authority that unless the 
sultan of Turkey yields on the ques
tion of interference with the foreign 
postoffices the powers will present an 
ultimatum in a few days backed by a 
naval demonstration. The powers, 
including Germany, are acting in per 
feet unison in this matter. 

Kitchener Blames No One. 
New York. May 9.—Lord Kitchen

er's. long dispatch, dated March 8, 
describing in detail his futile endeav
ors to catch De Wet, apportions 
neither blame nor praise to any com 
manding officer of the British troops 
in the operations, says the Tribune's 
London correspondent. A careful pe 
rusal of the dispatch does not im 
press one with the idea that hostili
ties in South Africa are rapidly near-
ing a conclusion. 

Umbrellas were unknown in this 
country until a few years before the 
revolutionary war. " 

A French alienist has discovered 
that 166 out of every 100,01)0 soldiers 
and sailors become hopeless lunatics. 
Among mechanics the average is but 
66 per 100,000. 

A magic belt, which the inventor 
declared would cure any disease from 
a bunion to a cancer was tested by a 
lady in New York city, a sufferer 
from an internal malady. The inven
tor compelled her to deposit $300 as 
security jEor the return of the belt, 
which was worth not more than 
thirty cents. She wore the circlet for 
a month without deriving any bene-
•°.t.from.it. When she went in search 

the inventor he had skipped to Chi-
O. y 

AT THE STATE CAPITAL 
Des Moines, May 14, 1901. 

State Superintendent R. C. Barrett . 
has secured an opinion from Assist--. 
ant Attorney General VanVleck as 
to what constitutes a special teacher 
in music. Tlie'opinipn will be of in -
interest to every teacher employed in 
the public schools of Iowa, inasmuch • 
as -the law requiring teachers to sat
isfy county superintendents as to 
their ability to teach music goes into, 
effect July i. Necessity for the rul-' 
ing of the attorney general comes up 
through a provision which makes ex
ceptions of teachers in districts 
where-special'teachers of music are 
employed, as is the case in nearly 
all the city schools. In mfiny cases 
special teachers are termed super- • 
visors of music, and these visit the \ 
various schools in the district semi-
weekly, weekly, fortnightly or every 
three weeks. In the interim the... 
teachers have charge of the music • 
and the question arose as to the : 
meaning Of the new law and whether -, 
it is necessary for these teachers to 
pass the examination. Mr. VanVleck 
holds that the supervisors are special 
teachers and that the regular teach- •. 
ers are not obliged to teach music. 
This ruling coincides with the law -
providing that certificates of teachers 
shall not grade lower because the 
teachers are unable to sing. 

The controversy over the question 
it furnishing the army post with 
water has been settled. The Des 
Moines Water company, through its 
local attorney, has agreed to extend 
its mains from the south corporation 
limits to the post, a distance, of oney 

and a half miles. The compahy^had 
already been ordered by the city 
council to extend its mains from ' 
their present terminus on South 
Ninth street to the city limits, and 

.the action of the company now re
moves all doubt but that the greatest % 
conuition imposed upon the- city by * 
tl.e secretary of war—the deinagd 
for city water—will be complied witli. " 
Steps will be taken immediately to 
comply with the other four condi
tions, and it is again believed pre
liminary work on the post, calling 
for the expenditure of the $200,000 
appropriated by the last congress 
for that, purpose, will begin this sum
mer. Persons interested in the work-
of securing the post are jubilant over 
the water company's action, as the. 
unpleasant controversy is ended and 
all danger of losing 'the post alto
gether past. . ̂  

An order has been issued from the 
jflice of the adjutant general in re
gard to the school of instruction in 
small arms practice for this year.j 
It will open at the state range, neai; 
Cedar Rapids, June 10, and will conj 
tinue for five days. Col. Thomas FJ 
Cook of Algona, general inspector 
small arms practice, will be 
charge. A detail of three men fro'jj 
each company will be sent to the j 
range and instructions will be given 
in firing the Springfield and the 
Krag-Jorgenson rifles. 

is said that the fire insurance 
companies doing business in Iowa , 
have decider' tn go into politics for 
the purpose of securing the repeal 
of what they believe to be unfavbra- i 
ble legislati }'i and the enactment 
of favorable legislation. A meeting 
of representatives of seven large com
panies, some Iowa and other foreign, • 
was held at the Savery hut'eTT at 
which a preliminary plan of campaign 
was adopted. The state was divided 
into districts and a special agent as
signed to each. Between now and 
election the companies will go into 
every county in the state and en
deavor to convince the prospective 
members of the legislature, through 
the citizens of the various districts, 
that extensive changes are needed in 
Iowa fire insurance laws. Most of 
the work will be done by means of 
the local solicitors, who will be asked 
to participate in the campaign. Ir^ J 
every community the companies .'in
tend to make a clean, frank fight 
for what they believe they are enti
tled to. They intend to organize, 
among other things, a bureau for the 
dissemination of information, which 
will inform the public what the com
panies want, why they want it., and 
what they believe the effects will be 
if their requests are complied with 

i 
M 

or refused. 
V-i 

The governor has named the fol
lowing gentlemen to represent Iowa 
at the national conference on taxa
tion to be held at Buffalo, May 23 and 
24: John Herriott, Stuart; John 
Cownie, Des Moines; W. I. Babb, Mt. 
Pleasant; W. W. Witmer, Des Moines; 
W. W. Baldwin, Burlington; George 
D. Perkins, Sioux' City; N. M. Pusey, 
Council Bluffs; R. L. Chase, Des 
Moines. < -

REMAIN IN FORUIDDKN CITY. 

American Forces Ignore Objections of th« 
Foreign I'owers. 

Peking, May 19.—The Americans 
have evacuated the districts under 
their control, with the exception of 
the forbidden city, which they will 
continue to occupy in spite of foreign 
objections until orders to the con
trary are received from Washington. 
As ib may be impossible to turn over 
the American districts to the Chi
nese, who .certainly would not be al
lowed to keep them independently, 
General Chalfee, in order to prevent 
chaos, notified Count von Waldersee 
a week ago that he would evacuate 
those portions adjoining the British 
whicn were assigned to them and the 
remainder portions assigned to the ... 
Germans. vv: 

Turks Show Great Brutality.' " 
Sofia, Bulgaria, May 14.—It is re

ported from Tikvesh, a vilayet of Sa-
lonica, that the Turkish police in that 
district are acting with great brutal
ity toward the unfortunate inhabi
tants. Many Bulgarian residents in 
the Tikvesh district have been arrest- . ., 
ed and cruelly tortured. 

M. J. S. Guechoff, Bulgarian diplo-1' -1 

matic agent at Constantinople, has 
made strong representations to the 
porte with regard to these charges, 
and has also drawn the attention of 
the foreign diplomatic corps in Con-, 
stantinople to the matter, for thej 
purpose of having an end put to bu 
atrocious proceedings. 

Princess Louise of-Bavaria, wife o»-> 
the heir presumptive, has formed a 
league for the curtailment of the 
skirts of women's walking dresses. 
The leading sc*:i?ty women of. Mun
ich have joined 'the league.and are 
working strongly for dres3 reform. 

This year the Duke and Duchess of 
Cornwall will see three winters, but 
no summers. They will have first a 
spring,' then an autumn, then a win
ter, a few days of another spring, 
and then autumn again. Their win
ter—especially that part between. 
Fremantle and Natal—will be excejj • 
tionally severe, though the visit too 
Mauritius keeps thein north of th!e 
ordinary route. 


