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Washington, Jan. 7.—Senate.—The 
first notes of the contest between the 

^Nicaragua and Panama routes for the 
Isthmian canal were heard in the sen
ate today. Morgan offered and se

cured the adoption of a resolution 
' which indicates his purpose to have 
iithe committee on interoceanic canals 
^inquire into the relations alleged to 
sexist between the transcontinental 
•'railroad companies of the United 
^States and Canada and the Panama 
/Canal company. In explanation of the 
resolution Morgan declared that the 

. alleged relations were a "wicked mon
opoly" which already had cost the 

people of the Pacific coast millions 
iiof dollars. The relations involve the 
- control by the Panama Canal com
pany of the Panama Railroad company 

• and the agreement existing between 
'..'.certain railroads of thf United States 
;and the Pacific Mail Steamship com
pany. 

House.—Th6 debate on the Nicara
gua canal bill in the house was opened 
in lively fashion today by Hepburn, 
chairman of the interstate and for
eign commerce commission, which re
ported the bill. For two hours he held 

•the floor, replying to a volley of ques-
lions concerning llie recent offer of 
the Panama Canal company to sell its 
property and franchises to the United 
States for $40,000,000. The interest 
in the debate centered most entirely 
in the new phase of the subject. 

/ Hepburn maintained that the alleged 
•new offer of the Panama company 
was a part of the.plan of delay. All 
his utterances along that line were 
liberally applaudea. He pointed out 
-what he claimed was the suspicious 
circumstances that the Panama com
pany held out for $109,000,000 until it 
was decided before the holiday recess 
to consider the Nicaragua bill, and 
then suddenly dropped the price to 
$40,000,000. Morris of Minnesota gave 
notice that at the proper time he would 
offer an amendment to authorize the 
president, if he could secure the prop
erty and rights of the Panama com
pany for $40,000,000, if concessions 
could be procured from Colombia, and 
if the Walker commission so recom
mended, to purchase and proceed to 
complete the Panama canal. The 
other speakers today were Davis of 
Florida, Richardson of Alabama, Mann 
of Illinois and Adams of Pennslyvania. 

Washington, Jan. 8.—Senate.—Dur
ing consideration by the senate today 
of private pension legislation some 
important statements were made by 
Gallinger, chairman of the committee 
on pensions, in respect to regulations 
adopted by the committee to govern 
it in consideration of private pension 
bills. He announced that none but 
absolutely meritorious cases would be 
presented to the senate for its consid
eration, and that the closest scrutiny 
would be given by the committee to 

• every bill introduced. He said that 
:.-iio pension exceeding $50 a month 

would be recommended by the com
mittee for the widow of a general 
officer, and that pensions for the wid
ows of other officers would be scaled 
down proportionately. 

House.—The debate on the Nicara-
guan canal bill in the house today 
developed sentiment in favor of giv
ing consideration to the recent offer 
oi the Panama company to sell its 
franchise and property for $40,000,-
000, this sentiment taking the form of 
advocating the Morris amendment to 
empower the president to select the 
latter route if the canal commission 
upon considering the company's offer 
recommends it, and the required con
cessions can be obtained from Colom
bia. Of sixteen members who spoke 
today nine favored the Morris amend
ment. It was agreed that general de
bate should close tomorrow at 2 
o'clock, after which the bill will be 
open to amendment under the live-
minute rule. The final vote probably 
will be taken tomorrow. The speak
ers today were Shackleford of Mis
souri, Parker of New Jersey, Lover-
ing of Massachusetts, Morris of Min
nesota, Burton of Ohio, Hill of Con

necticut, Bromwell of Ohio. Gillett of 
Masachusetts and Littlefield of 
Maine, in favor of the Morris amend
ment; and Messrs. Burgess of Texas, 
Bell of Colorado, Cooney of Missouri. 
Cummings of New York, Wilson of 
Tennessee and Lacey of Iowa, for the 
bill in its present form. 

Washington, Jan. 9.—Senate.—The 
open session of the senate was de
voted to routine business. After an 
executive session the senate, at 1:50, 
adjourned until Monday.. The senate 
in executive session confirmed the 
nomination of Leslie M. Shaw, to be 
secretary of the treasury, and of Hon. 
C. Payne, to be postmaster general. 

House.—The Hepburn Nicaragua 
canal bill passed the house by prac
tically an unanimous vote. Only two 
members out of 310 voted against it. 
Messrs. Fletcher (rep.) of Minnesota 
and Lassiter (dem.) of Virginia were 
the two voting in the negative. The 
opposition to committing the govern
ment to the Nicaragua route attempted 
to secure amendments to lodge with 
the president tne discretionary power 
to purchase and complete the Panama 
canal, if it could be purchased for 
$40,000,000. The test came on the 
first vote, when the advocates of sn 
alternative route polled 102 votes 
a~ainst 170. At each succeeding vote 
their strength dwindled until Mr. Can
non of Illinois, under whose leadership 
the fight was made, was unable to get 
the ayes and noes on a motion to re
commit. All other amendments failed 
and the bill passed exactly as it came 
from the committee. None of the 
votes except that on the final passage 
of the bill was a record vote. The 
debate which preceded the taking of 
the final vote was made memorable 
by a clash between Hepburn, author 
of the bill, and Cannon, chairman of 
the appropriation committee. On sev
eral previous occasions they have 
measured swords over canal 
legislation. Two years ago a similar 
bill was passed by a vote of 224 to 36 

Shaw Is Nominated. 
- Washington, Jan. 9.—The president 
yesterday sent the following nomina
tions to the senate: Leslie M. Shaw 
of Iowa, secretary of the treasury; 
Henry C. Payne of Wisconsin, post
master general; John R. A. Crossland, 
Missouri, minister resident and conn 
eul general to libera. 

OYER THE STATE 
An investigation at Creston, con

ducted by a committee of experts ap
pointed by the board of supervisors, 
into the books of Charles Emerson, 
ex-county superintendent of schools, 
resulted in a report from the experts 
that there was a shortage of nearly 
$300. This charge was made during 
the last campaign, when Emerson was 
a candidate for the legislature from 
this county, and was strenuously de
nied. 

One of the four major generals from 
.owa during the rebellion was Gen
eral Francis J. Herron, who died re
cently in New York, who was also 
captain of the original Governor's 
Gray that went out from Dubuque. 
General Herron was one of the most 
honored officers of the war. He com
manded at Wilson's Creek, was elect
ed colonel of the Ninth Iowa and com
manded at Pea Ridge, he also fought 
at Prairie Grove, after marching his 
command 114 miles in three days. 
He served with Grant at Vicksburg 
and commanded the Thirteenth Army 
corps. He received the surrender of 
the Trans-Mississippi army of 60,000 
men. After the war he became a resi
dent of New York. 

Tom Walters, who was released 
from the county jail at Atlantic a few 
days ago, after serving a thirty day 
sentence for being drunk, was at once 
rearrested by Marshal Root, of Cum
berland, upon the charge of assault 
with intent to commit murder. While 
Walters was enjoying the spree for 
which he paid with thirty days of 
his labor, it seems he went home, 
\vhere he at once began making kindl
ing wood of the furniture. His wife 
ventured to remonstrate with him, 
when he got out a shotgun and said 
he would kill her. A terrible time was 
had, and a hole through which a man 
could easily push his feet was to be 
seen in the door where the load, in
tended for the body of the woman, 
struck. Mrs. Walters made her es
cape to the home of a neighbor, and 
It is to answer the assault upon her 
that he is now again in the toils. 

Another big damage case has just 
seen started in the district court at 
Atlantic against the Chicago, Rock 

i Island & Pacific railroad. The basis 
of this action is an accident sustained 
by Arthur, a minor son ot G. F. Dierks, 
of Marne, on the evening of October 
25, 1901, by reason of a heavy sack 
of mail being thrown from train No. 4 
passing through Marne at from forty 
and fifty miles an hour. The boy 
was standing fully 22 feet from the 
track, and the discharged mail sack 
struck him, and he was thrown 20 
feet by the blow, falling on the side
walk with such force as to render him 
unconscious for some time afterward. 
By reason of this accident, the peti
tion states, the plaintiff has sustained 
several injuries, suffering a severe 
shock to his nervous system and con
cussion of the brain, and asks a judg
ment of $3,000 and costs against the 
defendant company. 

In the case of the state vs. Chester 
fyler, colored, on trial in the Jasper 
county district court, charged with 
the murder of Dr. B. M. Failor of 
Newton last September, the jury re
turned a verdict of guilty and placed 
the penalty at life imprisonment. This 
ends one of the most important crim
inal cases in the history of the county. 
On the night of September 11, 1901. 
Dr. B. M. Failor made a professional 
call near the C. R. I. & p. depot in 
Newton, and on his way home, about 
10:45 p. m., he was knocked in the 
head with a club and robbed of his 
watch and money, near the northwest 
corner of the Jasper & Sons lumber 
yard. Many clues were run down 
and many arrests made, and finally 
Tyler was apprehended, and Dr. Fail-
er's watch was found in the possession 
of Tyler's sweetheart, who resides, 
in the vicinity of Klondike cdal mines, 
near Des Moines. There was no ques
tion about the identity of the watch 
for it had Dr. Failor's name engraved 
in it. This evidence, together with, 
the fact that Tyler was seen in New
ton oil the eventful night about the 
time the deed was committed, left 
no doubt of his guilt in the minds of 
the jury. 

At West Union a few days ago 
.-lomer M. Neff, county surveyor and 
former county clerk of Fayette county 
shot and killed Miss Rose Kalb to 
whom for several years he has been 
paying attention and wounded Km-
mel Sullivan, his rival, and then killed 
himself. The deed was committed !n 
the room of Miss Falb at the Commw-
cial hotel. Sullivan and the girl wera 
visiting when, suddenly Neff appeared 
in the doorway, firing five shots in 
rapid succession. Pour of the shots 
took effect, two entered the girl's 
head and one penetrated the right. 
breast. Sullivan was struck in th< 
face, the bullet glancing. He will re
cover. Then Neff turned off the lighf 
and went across the park to his room, 
whore he deliberately locked the door, 
removed the empty shells from hi* 
revolver, reloaded it, turned off the 
light and shot himself in the temple. 
Death was instantaneous. Neff has 
lived in West Union the greater part 
of his life. He was about 45 years 
old. He has borne an excellent repu
tation although considered somewhat 
eccentric. For some time he has 
owned and operated in company with 
his brother the local electric light 
plant. There is little question that 
he was prompted to the deed by in
sane jealousy. The girl had seemed 
In the past to encourage his suit, but 
had wearied of waiting for him to 
get ready to marry her. Sullivan is 
a member of a local farm machinery 
firm. 

The two story brick building occu
pied by the Holstein Savings bank at 
Holstein, was gutted by fire. When 
discovered the fire had made consid
erable headway, having spread 
throughout the greater portion of the 
upper story. It was only due to the 
efforts of the hose company that the 
fire was prevented from spreading 
to the adjoining buildings, and the 
damcge was limited to the bank build
ing only. The second story was oc
cupied by R. H. Smith's law office 
and Dr. Williams' dental parlors. It 
was in the latter that the fire was 
first discovered. The cause is un
known. 

Osborn Diegnan, who was one of 
tne participants in the sinking of the 
Merrimac at Santiago, has been dis
charged from tne Ukiah Hospital for 
the Insane and ordered to duty on the 
steamship Independence at Mare 
Island navy yard. 

Sadie M. Erickson, of Massena, has 
just won her damage, suit against 
Cass county by a trial of the cause 
in the district court at Audubon. On 
May 28 last Mrs. Erickson met with 
quite a painful accident, sustaining a 
broken ankle and severe" minor - in
juries, as the result of a defective ap
proach to a bridge on a public high
way in Victoria township. In her pe
tition the plaintiff set up the claim 
that she was permanently injured and 
that the unsafe approach which caus
ed the accident was due to the ne
glect of the county officials, and there
fore demanded damage in the sum of 

'$10,225. The case took up three days' 
time in the hearing and the jury re-
quired ten hours to reach a eomprom 
ise, settlement finally being arrange^ 
'n a verdict for the plaintiff for $2,000 
The county attorney says that he has 
been instructed by the board of sup' 
ervisors to prepare to appeal the case 
lo the supreme court. 

A Des Moines gentleman knowr) 
throughout the state who has traveled 
widely in the north and northwest 
has made a very large collection of 
articles of Indian manufacture. It 
consists of leather and bead work, 
tools andf implements, articles in 
stone and flint, pottery, pipes, toma
hawks, hatchets, etc., sufficient to fill 
a large case. These he proffers to 
the historical department, conditioned 
only upon its careful preservation by 
itself, and not to be mixed with other 
articles, a very reasonable stipulation. 
Mr. Aldricfi is >r> hopes of being able 
to make such preparation - for this In
dian collection as will secure it to 
the department. Proffers of this kind 
are frequently coming to the depart
ment and there is a constant demand 
for the enlargement of the museum 
space. These articles have great eth
nological and archaeological interest, 
and possess a value which will not 
only be permanent but increase in 
the future as they become more and 
more difficult to obtain. 

There seems to be a growing feel
ing among the members of the legis
lature that in spite of all the agita
tion the congressional districts of the 
state will not be changed this session 
of the legislature. Members of the 
senate seem more averse to a change 
than do members of the house. In 
the northwestern part of the state the 
sentiment is general but the north
western part of the state alone can do 
nothing. It is large in extent, but 
small in representation in both the 
house and senate. Therefore the 
chances are that while an effort will 
be made, little will be accomplished. 
Some of the members of both houses 
who have been active in making maps 
have i been heard to express them
selves as opposed to any radical 
change in the districts this year. It 
seems likely that if a bill should pass 
the house it would be killed in the 
senate. All of the present members 
of congress are against redistricting 
and their influence will have consid
erable' effect on any plan that may bf 
proposed. 

With three blows of his fist Frank 
B. Ferguson, a carpenter, almost in
stantly killed Leonard Shelgren of 
Cherokee during a quarrel at a Sioux 
City boarding house. The blows broke 
Shelgren's nose and caused concus
sion of the brain, from which he died 
forty-five minutes later. Ferguson and 
Shelgren quarreled over the latter's 
3-year-old child which was being 
cared for in the boarding house. Shel
gren, who is a widower, handled the 
child so roughly that Ferguson took it 
from him and placed it in anothei 
room. On his return Shelgren showed 
fight, and made a vicious lunge at 
Ferguson, who then dealt the fatal 
blows in return. He himself notified 
the police of the affair, not knowing 
his victim was likely to die. It was 
discovered later that Ferguson served 
two terms in the penitentiary, the 
last time for ten years for robbery of 
a rich farmer near Oto. During hic-
first term at Anamosa prison, he was 
concerned in an insurrection anions 
the prisoners. 

The members of the board of re
gents of the State University, wisty 
to impress upon the legislature this 
fyear the necessity of a gradual in
crease in the appropriations for thq 
university rather than appropriating 
large lump sums. "We expect to ask 
that our medical building be replaced," 
said Harvey Ingham, of Algona, mem
ber of the board of regents. "We 
think that the state ought to arrange 
for the prompt replacing of ail build
ings destroyed by fire, as long as it 
carries its own insurance. The Iowa 
University is a great institution, but 
it does not compare with the insti
tutions of surrounding states. Their 
income is two or three times what 
ours is, as a rule, and hence the dif
ference in their standing. Yet Ipwa 
University is placed in the same class 
with them, which shows that our 
instruction and general reputation 
entitles us to this position. In order 
to maintain our present standing we 
must make improvements. State in
stitutions around us have an annual 
income of from $300,000 to $500,000, 
while that of Iowa has only $150,000: 
The number of .our students is con
stantly on the increase. It takes 
more money in proportion to run a 
school of 2,000 students than it does 
one of 500. An increase in the num
ber of students means further sub
divisions of the work, and every sub
division greatly increases the expense 
o. maintaining the institution. This, 
year we expect to impress upon the 
legislature the necessity of gradually 
increasing the appropriation for the 
running expenses of the university," 

W. A. Maclntyre of the Iowa Retail 
Hardware Dealers' association an
nounces that the annual meeting will 
be held in Des Moines, February 18, 
19 and 20. 

William Smith and Morris Shea 
were bound over to the Polk county 
grand jury by Justice Duncan to an
swer for the murder of Charles John
son of East Des Moines, who was 
killed in a saloon browl on Christ
mas eve. John Coyle and Jim Lally 
were acquitted by the magistrate of 
any participation in the affair \,*ich 
ended in murder and they were dis
missed, their bonds being released and 
they exonerated_from any complicity 
in the case. , \ I * d*- X*F J 

THOMAS IS IN CUSTODY 1 NO RESPONSE TO CALL. 

CHARGED WITH THE MURDER OF 
MABEL SCHOFIELD., 

Thomas Purchased Poison on the Day 
Before She Died—Other 

Incriminating Evidence. 
Des Moines, Jan. 13.—Charles Thom-

"5as of 1016 Woodland avenue, has been 
arrested on the charge of murder, on 
a warrant sworn out by C. A. Crawford 
(in the court of Justice Tris. He is 
accused of having murdered Mable 
iSchofield on or about October 21, 1899, 
by the use of poisonous drugs, towit: 
jchloroform, chloral and knockout 
drops. Judge W. A. Spurrier has been 
retained to prosecute and it was he 
who drew the information and upon 
Whose advice the warrant was issued. 
Thomas was arraigned and asked for 
time to prepare for preliminary hear
ing. The case was set down for pre
liminary hearing February 17. Justice 
(Tris told the defendant he would be 
admitted to bail in the sum of $6,000, 
but in default Thomas was locked up 
in the county jail to await the hearing. 

The evidence upon which the war
rant was issued, as recited by Judge 
Spurrier, strongly supports the theory 
of murder which was advanced at the 
time of the finding of the body of 
'Mabel Schofield in the Des Moines 
'river east of the public bath house. 
In short, Judge Spurrier's is the only 
tangible recital of facts and circum
stances that has been given since 
October 21, 1899, in support of the 
theory of murder. 

Thomas, wljo is accused of the mur
der, is the son of Jasper N. and Mar
garet E. Thomas of 1016 Woodland 
avenue, with whom Mabel Schofield 
made her home while in Des Moines. 
It was from this house that she started 
with her mother to go to the Chicago 
Great Western depot the day she dis
appeared, and it was at the depot 
tnat she was last seen alive. On that 
day Mr. Thomas was absent from the 
house working at his trade and Mrs. 
Thomas, who is a nurse, was not at 

SLATES GO THROUGH. 

Republican Caucus Results in Election 
of Officials Agreed Upon. 

Des Moines, Jan. 13.—The republi
can caucus of the lower house was 
called to order at the state house Sat
urday afternoon. Payne of Appanoose 
<vas chosen as chairman, William Lar-
rabee, Jr., of Fayette, secretary, and 
Nagle of VanBuren, assistant secre
tary. The slate as agreed upon was 
then presented for the election of of
ficers of the house. It was carried 
without opposition and is as fSllows: 

Speaker—W. L. Eaton, Osage. 
Chief clerk—Rush Benedict, Harlan. 
First assistant—John C. Crockett, 

Eldora. 
Second assistant—John A. Cook, 

Hampton. 
Engrossing clerk—Mollie Heist, 

Corydon. 
Enrolling clerk—Ella Wheeler, Ma

son City. 
Journal clerks—Ford Howell, Des 

Moines; Harry Grffln, Maquoketa. 
File clerk—C. F. Schell, Hancock 

county. 
Bill clerk—Bessie Conger, Washing

ton. 
Assistant postmistress—Hester Run-

yon, Odeboit. 
Sergeant-at-arms—C. W. Reynolds, 

Grundy Center. 
Chief doorkeeper—J. B. Lewis, 

Spencer. 
Assistant doorkeepers—John De 

Boos, Sibley; T. W. Hazelton, Winne
shiek county; Michael Fitzpatrick, Wil
liamsburg; R. P. Harris, Polk; Robert 
Blizzard, Jaspe#; J. A. Wilson, Buena 
Vista; W. S. Page, Clayton; J. O. Lias, 
O'Brien; F. C. Fitz, Guthrie. 

Janitors—N. Middleton, Hamilton; 
C. F. Wright, Scott; Ed. Ross, Sioux 
City; R. N. Hyde, Polk. 

Pages—Samuel E. Moore, Davis; 
Earl W. Riley, Decatur; Wilmot J. 
Long, Des Moines; Harry Sokol, Jack
son; Larlcin Crawford, Des Moines; 
Clarence Miller, Ames; Bert H. Wins-
low, Des Moines. 

A house caucus committee to serve 
during the entire session was then 
selected as follows: . Jenks of Potta
watomie, Merservy of Webster, Eng
lish of Polk, Coburn of Cherokee and 
Calderwood of Scott. 

In the senate caucus the following 
nominations were made and the candi
dates selected: 

Secretary—G. A. Newman of Cedar 
tails. 

First assistant—S. D. Alexander of 
Madison. 

Second assistant—H. C. LOunsbeirry, 
.of Marshalltown. 

Engrossing clerk—Lois M. Rigby of 
Devenport. 

Enrolling clerk—Ella Christie of 
Oskaloosa. 

Bill clerk—Kate Shelby of Boone. 
File clerk, W. E. Griswold of Inde

pendence. 
Journal clerks—Cecil Dixon of Fort 

Dodge and John Gonnolly of Des 
Moines. 

Sergeant-at-arms—E. C. Collins of 
Garner. 

Chief doorkeeper—J. H. Serene of 
Lansing. 

Postmistress—Edith Leffingwell of 
Glidden. 

Affair of No Consequence. 
Washington, Jan. 14.—Secretary 

Long received the following cablegram 
from Commander Edward D. Barry of 
the gunboat Vicksburg, in answer to 
the department's inquiry regarding 
the recently reported clash at Niu 
Chwang between sailors of the Vicks-
biirg and Russian soldiers: 

"Ying Yang (no date).—Secretary 
Navy, Washington: Nothing serious: 
crew orderly. " 

(Signed.) "Barry.M 

When a plain woman marries well 
how the women sniff! 

Charles Thomas, under arrest and 
Retained in the county jail at Des 
Molhes, to await a preliminary hear
ing on the charge of murdering Mabe'l 
Scofield, will plead an alibi. It is said 
Thomas has established what appears 
to be a complete alibi as to his where
abouts up to 12:30 of October 21, 1898, 
the day upon which it is charged he 
murdered Mabel Scofield. Beyond that 
time members of his family and a 
relative, a cousin, will testify to his 
whereabouts, but the fact that they 
are relatives weakens his alibi. Up 
to 12:30, however, his alibi is proven 
by witnesses who have no interest in 
the case.. 

Englishmen Universally Decline to 
Volunteer. 

London, Jan. 13.—The British war 
office is confronted with a most ser
ious circumstance of affairs. Its call 
for volunteers to relieve the regimeuts 
at the front, has so far. met with abso
lutely no response, and has served to 
intensify the widespread indignation 
existing among all volunteer regi
ments. 

In the first place, volunteers answer
ing the call could only receive a shil
ling a day, while the yeomanry, in 
which many volunteers have already 
enlisted, receive five shillings a day. 
The only solution for the deadlock 
appears to be for the war office to 
introduce conscription or withdraw the 
new regulations. They have stir
red up strife to an extent which 
has not existed for many a year 
between the government officials 
and the voluntary arm of the 
service, and, according to many high 
officers, wUl bankrupt a majority of 
the regiments. 

According to the new rules, every 
regiment must go into camp for one 
week each year, and the government 
grant will be reduced in proportion to 
the number of absentees from tho 
camp. The volunteer commanders say 
it is impossible to get more than 40 
per cent of the men together(the same 
week, so different are the occupa
tions of the volunteers. In addition the 
war office refuses to recognize drills 
which are not attended by a percent
age of men, which it has hitherto 
been found quite impossible to attain, 
and imposes battalion drill of such 
strength that there is no drill hall or 
parade ground in London large 
enough to enable the battalions to 
maneuver. 

Among those who condemn the new 
regulations is Colonel Balfour, a broth
er of the cabinet minister, A. J. Bal
four, who commands the London Scot
tish. The matter will be brought to 
the attention of parliament, and if the 
order of the secretary, Mr. Broderick, 
is not amended, the volunteer force, 
so the colonel of one of the strongest 
London regiments says, will dwindle 
to nothing. In the meanwhile the war 
office is still awaiting anxiously for an 
answer to its call for additional troops 
for service in South Africa. 

ANGLO-GERMAN AGITATION. 

Remarkable Article Published by the 
London Times. 

London, Jan. 14.—A remarkable ar
ticle appears in yesterday's Times, 
under the caption of "Literature of 
German Anglophobia," recounting the 
character of the anti-British cartoons 
which have appeared in the German 
newspapers which, the Times says, 
"in coarseness, obscenity and venom 
are without a parallel in modern 
times." The wisdom of the publica
tion of the article at this juncture is 
much questioned. The Star Says: 
"The Times today of all days begins a 
series of articles on the offensive Ger
man caricatures. Every newspaper 
has long been aware of these cari
catures, but the responsible journals 
have not advertised these insults, 
simply because no good could be done 
by setting the British and German 
peoples by the ears. The Times, ought 
to hesitate before it deliberately flogs 
the passion of the people. Are our 
publicists dead? Cannot they see the 
abyss towards which they are hound' 
ing this long suffering nation?" 

The Times' article, which is two 
columns long, says: "These papers 
are not guttersheets, but are sold 
everywhere at the stations, even at 
Potsdam station, where the emperor 
is constantly traveling. He was final
ly obliged to personally order their 
removal. Never are these papers an
onymous. One of the most infamous 
of all, entitled 'The Boer War,' bears 
on the title pages the names of per
sons distinguished in the literary and 
artistic world of Germany. From a 
purely technical standpoint the paper 
is an art production; but it is difficult 
to find words to convey a notion of 
the filth which its cultured artists and 
writers ventures to lay before its cul
tured German readers. British sol
diers are represented as robbing the 
dead; Mr. Chamberlain's state coach 
is depicted as a cart laden with the 
skeletons, and King Edward is shown 
dead drunk in his bed room, receiving 
the news of Cronje's surrender. But 
the crowning piece is a cartoon en
titled 'Hero Worship.' The then Prin
cess of Wales, with Queen Victoria, 
the Prince of Wales and the young 
princess by her side, is decorating a 
youthful soldier. The legend under
neath reads, textually: 'An English 
princess decorating the youngest sol
dier in the British army with the Vic
toria cross, because, although only 13, 
he has already outraged eight Boer 
women.' This obscenity, sold in re
spectable shops, was eagerly bought 
by the public and lies on fashionable 
drawing room tables." 

MASON ON RECIPROCITY. 

Offers Resolution Declaring It to Br 
the True Policy. 

Washington, Jan. 14.—Mr. Mason 
introduced in the senate the following 
resolution: 

"Resolved, That the doctrine of re
ciprocity as stated in the act of 1890 
known as the McKinley bill, and act 
of 1897, known as the Dingley bill, is 
tne true doctrine, and in the interest 
of the prosperity of the United States, 
and that the treaties pending In the 
senate should receive consideration 
and action at the present session ol 
congress. 

"Resolved, further, That the United 
States should give to the Island of 
Cuba a broad reciprocal trade, which 
will be of advantage to the commerce 
of this country and the discharge ol 
our duty toward the people of that 
island." 

Col. Henry Watterson, the veteran 
journalist, editor of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal, is one of the hardest 
working men in the newspaper pro
fession. Though well advanced in 
years, he gets to his office every morn
ing at 7 o'clock, which necessitate? 
very early rising, as he lives twenty 
miles from Louisville and drives to 
his office, behiqd a spirited pair o' 
Kentucky mares. 

The Shah of Persia is said to have 
once told the Duchess of Westminster 
that the fame of her beauty had 
reached Teheran. "Ah," said she to 
some one who sto6d by. "he takes me 
for Westminser Abbey." w - ^ 

NOTES FROM THE CAPITA! 
Des Moines. Jan. 14. 1002. 1 

It Is said the slack water canal 
scheme will be allowed to rest for a 
time. Owing to the opposition of the 
railroads that do business in Iowa tho 
scheme to make the Des Moines river 
a slack water canal has not b6en push
ed as rapidly as first intended, 
though the projectors have not lost 
hope. It is said that the railroads 
were preparing to send a strong lob
by- to Washington to fight any bill 
that proposed making the river into 
a water way for the transportation ot 
freight. Tne Commercial Exchange 
through committees had endorsed the 
scheme, but ii is understood that out
side parties havfe advised letting the 
subject drop for a few months at 
least. 

Superintendent Barrett has just sent 
out a circular to the county superin
tendents in which he considered a 
number of important educational mat
ters. He asks the co-operation of the 
county superintendents in the work of 
the department superintendents. He 
notes the tact that his recent biennial 
report shows a decrease In school at
tendance and urges that this falling 
off and the remedies therfore be con
sidered. The library work is com
mended. County superintendents are 
asked to promote this work so far as 
is in their power. Advice is given on 
examinations, and, it is said, lists of 
the examination questions for Feb
ruary, March, April, July, August, 
September and October will be sent 
to superintendents for the purpose of 
harmonizing the conduct of examina
tions throughout the state. Visitations 
of schools is urged and many other 
matters are touched upon. 

A decisions rendered in Judge 
Holmes' court is of much interest to 
tax collectors and tax payers. It is 
in regard to the constitutionality of 
chapter 50, of the acts of the Twenty-
eigth General Assembly, relative to the 
manner of collecting taxes on property 
not previously listed or assessed, as, 
for instance, where through oversight 
no record had been made of a certain 
property, by reason of such oversight, 
taxes had not been collected upon the 
property. Under the decision, the as
sessor may. upon finding that such an 
error has been made, go back as far 
as five years and levy such assess
ment as is equitable for each year of 
that time. ; <. k -hp-v 

•. » . . 

Attorney General Mullan has re
ceived a letter from F. E. Rittman, 
auditor for the war department in the 
federal treasury department, in which 
it was stated that the claims filed by 
the state of Iowa for interest on its 
war bonds and war warrants would be 
disposed of by the court of claims. It 
has been expected by Mr. Mullan for 
some time that these claims would not 
be settled in the treasury department 
directly, but that they would be refer
red to the court of claims for adjudica
tion. More especially has this been 
the case since the appointment of 
Governor Shaw as secretary of the 
treasury, as it was anticipated that 
the governor would not deem it best 
to permit the department of which he 
is to be the head to ptfss^|5~.claitns 
from his own state, it se^ * 
ever, the course to be folio 
dicated plainly in the sta 
that the law supposes that th 
shall be adjusted by the 
claims. 

I 
The Continental Biscuit 

whose officers decided sevei 
ago to establish a mammot 
in Des Moines from which 
its Iowa trade, has closed a 
F. M. Hubbell, Son & Co. 
and will commence work of 
tion at once. ,, 

The city of Des Moines, ac 
the present plans of the loc 
tee on arrangements, will 
with natural corp badges 
State G. A. R. encampme 
here May 21, 22 and 23, the 
on yesterday. It is the i 
grow badges of the differ 
corps of the rebellion wi 
plants set out in the park 
river front, in the yards c 
homes and wherever oppov 
fers. 

The statement of the co 
.he state and savings banks 
ti.e close of business Decern 
been isseud from the office o 
of State Merriman. It shows 
Increase in the business traa 
the banks. The statement 
tne last one issued showJc' 
:ion at the close of business September 
80 of last year. At that time there 
were 495 state and savings banks in 
Iowa. At the close of business De
cember 10 there were 501 banks trans
acting business, 281 savings banks an& 
'.20 state banks. The amount of money 
on deposit in ttie state and savings 
banks September 30, 1901, was $120,-
466,645.42. At the close of business 
December 10 the amount on deposit 
was $121,852,942.76, an increase of 
nearly a million and a half of dollars. 

Speaker Eaton has announced house 
chairmanships as follows: Ways and 
means, Temple of Clarke; judiciary, 
Clarke of Dallas; appropriations, 
Hughes of Iowa;- railroads and com
merce, Wise cf Black Hawk; municipal 
corporations, Carter of Sioux; con
gressional districts, Furry of Hardin. 

- T ne Lincoln hussars of this city will 
shortly hand in their equipment to 
the adjutant general, as recommended 
by Col. J. A. Olmsted, the inspector 
general, in his report. The hussars 
are practically a defunct organization, 
and, according to Col. Olmsted's re
port, could not legally use the state's 
equipment. 

Special Session Called,/ 
St. Paul, Minn., Jan. 13.—Governor 

Van Sant has issued a formal call for 
an extraordinary session of the state 
legislature, to assemble Tuesday, Feb
ruary 4. The call sets forth that the 
tax commission appointed at the last 
session to revise and codify the laws 
relative to taxation has completed its 
work, and its report is now ready for 
submission. The session is therfore 
called upon to consider this report, and 
enact such tax laws as may be deemed 
best. 

-•A*, *•„ .< i **" f , V .It* <i\ iV 

Vienna has a school for waiters, 
with a three years' course. Among 
t.-e subjects is French. 
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