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ATTRACTING SHOPPERS

are Bringing Holiday Shoppers
to Leon to do Their Buying.

This is the closing week for doing
Christmas shopping and the enter-
prising merchants of Leon have
been enjoying a phenomenal trade
this year, which surpasses that of
any previous years. The L.eon mer-
chants believe in getting into the
game early and commence their ad-
vertising for the holiday trade the
first week in December. They are
liberal advertisers too, which coupl-
ed with the fact that they carry the
best stocks to be found in any city
in southern lowa, draws trade in
this line for many miles around.
Last Saturday evening a prominent
merchant of Leon told us that he
was surprised that day to notice how
many strange customers he waited
on, fully one half of his customers
being entire strangers to him, and
he has been in business in Leon for
many years and is one of the best
acquainted men in Decatur county.
He attributed the outside trade to
the advertising and the fact that
the merchants of Leon make it a
rule to have on sale the goods ex-
actly as advertised, which is not al-
ways the case, some merchants be-
lieving they can advertise goods
which they do not carry in stock to
draw trade, only to disappoint their
customers but it does not pay
them in the long run. In a number
of cases where special bargains have
been advertised our merchants have
sold out their entire stock but they
immediately re-ordered and had the
goods come by express so that they
eould supply their customers. While
the Leon merchants have enjoyed a
phenomenal trade their stocks are
still unbroken and many Christmas
shoppers will yet find a large and
varied assortment of goods suitable
for Christmas gifts. It is expected
that the next six days will witness
a great rush to Leon by holiday
shoppers.

Special at tae ldle Hour,

The popular Idle Hour theatre has
gecured a special big attraction for
‘'hursday evening of this week,
when they will show Selig’s greatest
masterpiece, “The Coming of Colum-
bus,” and in order to accomodate all
they will give three shows, at 7:30,
8:30 and 9:30 o’'clock, but the ad-
mission wtll remain the same as
usual, 10 cents to any part of the
house. ‘“‘The Coming of Columbus”
is shown in three reels and stands
paramount, supreme and unap-
proachable among moving picture
productions. It is a masterpiece of
masterpieces. The production cost
$50,000 to produce, and it took
three years to make it, 350 people
being used in the cast. It shows all
the movements of Columbus, the old
ships leaving Spain and arriving in
America. The ships used in the pro-
duction are the Santa Maria, Nina
and Pinta, which were reproduced
for the great World's Fair at Chi-
cago. If you want to see the great-
est moving picture you ever saw in
your life don’t miss going to the 1dle
Hour on Thursday of this week.

Pemocratic Editors for Postmasters,

Most of the democratic editors
who attended the Southern lowa
HEditorial Association last week were
open and avowed candidates for
postoffices and other federal posi-
tions. And why not? Whenever
anything is to be done in politics of
whom do people think first? Why of
the ' newspapers, of course! And
when victory comes, who thinks
first of the offices? Why, usually
some politician, equally of course!
A certain size of politician of every
party always thinks the newspaper
men have enough to do in gaining
the battle and are too exhausted to
enjoy any of the fruits of victory.
However, this time the democratic
‘newspapers are a unit in the idea
that they are going to help cut the
pie or they will know the reason
why. Intelligence is becoming more
generally diffused, even among
newspaper men.—Knoxville Express.

Marriage Licenses.

i« Jasper E. Shields, Grand River..
Abble Jones, Kellerton 1
Earl Hayden,Lineville

Mnna Latta, Lineville

Oliver B. Negley, Decatur

Bthel Kier, Decatur

»red William Tenney, Decatur. ..
Leona Anna Vanauken, Decatur..
‘Harley Fitch, Davis City

“Julia May Horney, Leon

Hayden—Latta.

Mr. Earl Hayden and Miss Anna
Latta, both from near Lineville,
“were married by Justice A. R. War-

- ford at his office in this city Monday.
The happy young couple will go to
housekeeping on a farm near Line-
‘ville; and their friends extend con-

Ripple Caused by Ledgerwood's Re-
mark,

A rippie of interest was caused in
the State Agricultural society meet-
ing yesterday afternoon, says the
Register and Leader of last Thurs-
day, when John Ledgerwood, former
Tenth district member of the board,
moved that C. E. Cameron be elect-
ed president of the board for life.
The motion was a pretty left-hand-
ed compliment at the inside political
ring which runs the society’'s affairs
and was not made by Mr. Ledger-
wood with any idea that it would
call forth attention. Mr. Cameron
was re-elected, as were all the other
members of the board. The even
numbered districts chose members
this year. The following are the
directors re-elected: Second dis-
trict, Charles W. Phillips; Fourth
district, E. J. Curtin, Decorah; Sixth
district, T. C. Legoe, What Cheer;
Eighth district, Frank E. Sheldon,
Mt. Ayr; Tenth district, J. P. Mul-
len, Fonda.

Handling Much Poultry.

These are busy times down at the
big poultry plant of the Clarinda
Poultry, Butter & Egg Co. in this
city, as they are dressing and ship-
ping an immense amount of poultry
for the - holiday trade. Manager
Penniwell received an order a few
days ago to buy and ship 60,000
pounds of dressed turkeys in addi-
tion to their regular business in this
line, and he has buyers scouring the
country to secure them. On the
Cainsville branch the railroad com-~
pany has been running an extra bag._
gage car between Leon and Cains-
ville to handle the enormous ship-
ments of poultry being made, and
large shipments are also being re-
ceived from points all along the
other lines of railroads. The com-
pany has an extra big force of pick-

o

ers at work rushing out the poulfry:
Went to Rochester, Minn., for Ope

eration. o

Mr. Joe McLain, of near Davis
City, passed through Leon Tuesday
afternoon on his way to Rochester,
Minn., where he goes with the expec-
tation of having an operation per-
formed for cancer of the stomach.
He was accompanied by his father
and Dr. J. W. Wailes. The many
friends of Mr. McLain sincerely hope
that he may find relief from his ail-
ment and be restored to good health
again.

Mrs. Harry Vogt entertained a
number of ladies at a breakiast last
Thursday morning in honor of Mrs.
W. W. Warner, of Salt Lake City,
Utah, who is visiting with her num-
erous friends in this city. X
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! 'l'ry Crisco at Caster's Or

WILL BACK HIS RECORD

James H. Alldredge Offers to Re-
peav His Corn Huskino Feat on
a Wager of $1,000.

In last week'’s Reporter appeared
a letter irom D. M. McCann, of Dun-
bar, lowa, questioning the great
record of Jas. H. Alldredge, of Leon,
who recently husked 282 bushels of
corn within ten hours. Mr. All-
dredge has issued the following
challenge to any one who doubts
his ability to husk the corn on which
he holds the world’'s record:
Leon, lowa, Dec. 16, 1912,
Editor Reporter—I notice an
article in last week's Reporter
headed “*»id He Do It?" from a rail-
road agent at Dunbar, Iowa. Now,
1 am not anxious to husk corn this
way, for it is too much like a man
making a piece of machinery out of
himself, but if any man or men has
$1,000 to put up in either bank at
Leon, lowa, or in any bank in the
state of lowa, which is to be placed
to my credit in case 1 turn the trick,
I sure think I can show them, If
1 don't he won't be out much. I
am to be permitted to pick the corn
to be husked in, and the ground to
husk over, and set the time and pick
the day. The corn is to be weighed
at 70 pounds to the bushel. I sure
husked it once, and what I did once
I think I can do again, 282 bushels
and 15 pounds in ten hours. I am
ready t¢ thew any man in this way.
Yours truly,
James H. AllQredge.

F.ngine House Caught Fir\e.

The fire engine house came near
being destroyed by fire last Friday
evening about 9 o’clock.’ That af-
ternoon a,tramp applied to the city
authorities for food and lodging,
and after being given his supper at
a restaurant ‘Mayor Foxworthy had
Lim taken to the fire engine house
to spend the night as the fellow ob-
jected to sleeping in the jail. He
built up a big hot fire in the stove,
which melted the top of the stove
off and it set fire to the frame build-
ing. The fire alarm was given, but
it took only a few minutes to ex-
tinguish the blaze with the chemical
extinguishers, it not being necessary
to use the fire hose,

To Our Canadian Readers.

The Reporter charges $2.00 a
year for the paper when sent to
subscribers in Canada, being com-
pelled to charge 50 cents extra..on
acvount of having to pay-additiomal
postage charged by  the ‘Canadiag

recackt

government for carrying to
vapers wailed ia the United

L

Buys More Land.

W. H. Colter, the big farmer and
stock raiser of Decatur City, was in
Leon last Saturday and called at
The Reporter office to push his Re-
porter ahead another year and also
to pay for the paper the coming
year which he ordered sent to his
two brothers-in-law, who reside in
Scotland. Mr. Colter incidentally
told us he had just sold 70 acres of
land in Bloomington township, to S.
W. Robbins, of Decatur City, but as
he did not want to decrease his land
holdings in this county he turnei
around and bought 160 acres in De-
catur township from Millsap Bros.
Mr. Colter is one of the largest
land holders in Decatur county, own-
ing something over 1700 acres, and
has 1155 acres in one body lying
southwest of Decatur City. And the
best part of it is that he is an en-
thusiastic good roads booster, and
the famous ‘‘Colter Trail,”” which
runs through this big tract of land
is one of the finest pieces of road to
be found in Decatur county. Mr.
Colter is not afraid to work his men
and teams in keeping up the road
either, and it is always found drag-
ged in good shape.

Appreciates Our 23 Years Ago Col-
umn.

The Reporter has received many
words of praise for the column of
items which we run each week tak-
en from our files of a quarter of a
century ago, and we frequently re-
ceive letters similar to the following
from a former well known resident
of Leon.

Glenwood, Iowa, Dec. 12, 1912/

Editor Reporter—Just a moment
at this busy time, but I have got to
stop long enough to tell you how I
appreciate your column “Twenty-
Five Years Ago.” It has been espec-
ially so to me the past few weeks.
If it strikes others as it does me
they will have had their valued re-
ceived in one issue for enough to
pay for a quarter of a century sub-
scription to The Reporter. 1 en-
close $1.50 to extend my subscrip-
tion another year.

Very truly,
L. S. Robinson.

Moving Picture Play Written by De-
catur County Boy.

One of the best moving picture
films ever shown in Leon was that
of “The New Physician'” produced
at the Idle Hour theatre in this city
Monday evening, and local interest
was added from the fact that th
scenario, or story, of the pl
written by Mack Willis, son o
master J. M. Willis, of F
The picture was 'made by
Co., and it is in"great

M'counfyr ot

was.

l Davis City Wants Waterworks..

Davis City wants a system of
waterworks and the city council has
called a special election to be held
on January 2, 1913, for the purpose
of voting on the proposition to is-
sue bonds in the sum of $6,500 for
the purpose of installing a water-
works system. The proposition
should carry. Davis City has suffer-
ed severely in the past few years
by heavy losses from fire, and the
business interests and all property
owners are the losers. A good sys-
tem of waterworks would have sav-
ed thousands of dollars worth of
property. Unless the town is to
continue to go back they must have
come public improvements, and one
of the best things in this line is a
system of waterworks. The propo-
sition should c¢arry by a rousing
majority.

Ralph McGinnis One of the Greatest.

In last Sunday's Register and
Leader was a resume of the career
of the State University foot ball
team of lowa City, and the merits
of the players were discussed. The
writer had the following good words
for Ralph McGinnis, of this city:

Coach Hawley was confronted
with a fullback problem the first
part of the season, Kirk was in-
jured, so he placed McGinnis, a half-
back of a year ago, on the vacant
position. Here the sturdy Leon boy
developed into a whirlwind and not
an opposing team was found that
could stop his mad dashes when a
few yards were needed for Iowa to
retain the ball. “With fifteen
pounds more weight McGinnis could
not be stopped by any line in the
world,” said a well known football
official.

Her Clothing Caught Fire.

Mrs Henry Martindale, who lives
in south Leon, had a very narrow es-
cape from being burned to- death
one day last week. While at work
in her kitchen her dress caught fire
from a gasoline stove. She grabbed
a rug from the floor and tried to ex-
tinguish the flames, but seeing that
she could not succeed, she wrapped
the rug around her and ran to a
neighbor’'s house, screaming for
help, and with their assistance the
burning clothes were extinguished.
Practically all of her clothing was
burned, but she escaped with some
very slight burns, '

Bought - Good Cattle.

. B..P. Miles, cattle buyer for John
Morzell- & Co., of Ottumwa, was
&, ~week and picked up sever-
08 tra good cattle,
! at top prices from
~Hi ~and Rue

TWENTYFIVE YEARS AGO
Items Taken fr_om Files of The

Reporter Published a Quarter
of a Century Ago.

| Mrs. E. W. Curry departed for
| Memphis, Tenn., to spend the holi-
days withsher daughter, Grace, and
to visit with relatives and friends in
that city.

Eugene Hebener came home from
Drake University at Des Moines in
response to a telegram announcing
the rapid decline of his sister, Miss
(Garrie Hebener, who was very low
with tuberculosis.

Miss Edith Young is home from
college for the holidays. She is one
of “‘our girls” and while we welcome
her bright face it makes us a little
Jonesome to think there is one of the
“trundle-bed crowd’” who is too far
i away to come home for Christmas.

S. W. Hurst left for a pleasure
I trip to California.

Ira Hamilton who had been in the
west for several years was home for
‘Yh" holidays.
] Mr. Millard
i Jessie ‘Forey
| Newell.

Will
{ young
to Des
course,

James Shaw, of DeKalb, was in
l.eon last week and assures us there
is no doubt that he has struck a
good vein of coal on his farm near
DeKalb. It was found at a depth of
106 feet below the surface and it
is thought to be about 44 inches in
tnickness. If this discovery is of the
chazacter represented, and of this
we have no doubt, it is a great big
thing for Mr. Shaw and Decatur
county.

The three vear old daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Lindsey died
after a painful and lingering illness.

Charles Kelley, a son of Robert
Kelley, of Eden township, being
borne down with unrequited love,
sought surcease from sorrow by re-
sorting to the festive revolver,
shooting himself in the breast, but
the injury was not fatal. Drs. A,
Hamilton and J. B. Horner probed
for the ball which was lodged under
the shoulder blade, but it was
thought best not to remove it and
the young man was getting along
nicely.

They had an exciting time down
at Davis City, trying to capture
some corn thieves. For soihe time
McCully & Sylvester had reason to
believe that their corn crib in .the
slaughter yard north of town, was
being visited nightly by parties to
the proprietors unknown. Ase Bur-
rell, armed with a double-barrelled
shotgun secreted himself near the
cribs and awaited the approach of
the visitors. Between 9 and 10
o’clock two men approached and be-
gan filling their sacks about half
full, when he approached them and
told them to throw up their hands.
At this they started to run; one go-
ing north and the other east. Bur-
rell fired first at the one going north
who responded with exclamations of
fright. Seeing that the one running
east was trying to get away with his
sack and contents Burrell then fired
on him which had the effect of mak-
ing him drop his sack and pursue
his flight unimpeded and with in-
creased gait. He ran east along the
main road. The reports of the gun
had aroused neighbors along tae
road, who suspecting the cause car.e
out to the roadside. Preseutly
along came the fleeing thief, jump-
ing and blowing like a good fellow.
First James Boldman called on him
to halt, but probably thinking he
was doing as good road work as he
was capable of, it was useless to
stop and talk with the road super-
visor. Next John Hamilton and
George Gravatt cried halt! put
without effect. John Merritt had ap-
peared with a double-barrelled shot-
gun and when the man came oppo-
site his place he ordered him to
halt. Not being obeyed he
fired, and again ordered him to
halt, but having run  the gauntlet
safely thus far, the thief pursued the
even tenor of his way. John emp+
tied his second barrel and joined in
. the pursuit. There are four houses
close together along the road and
the thief had now come opposite the
fourth where James Burrell lives,
but if he hoped ‘“Jeems’” was asleep
he hoped in vain, for ‘“‘Jeems' was
laying for him with his dogs. The
chase now became interesting. There
were in pursuit eleven men, two or
three of whom were armed, and had
three dogs. They pressed him gal-
lantly, taking care, we apprehend,
not to get too close, but lost him in
the darkness. The next morning a
third sack was found on the opposite
side ot the crib, showing that there
had been three of the thieves. The
owners of the sacks c¢an have the.
same by calling at McCully & Syl-
vester’s shop and identifying their
,:dmném. - So far they are unclaim-

Miss
Rev.

0
were

Stookey and
married by

MeCaull, one of the bright
men of Garden Grove, went
Moines to take a college




