¢ on which the fire started was used

>

ad

" 6,000 head of live chickens.

L)

5 ’mnly bura.

" 'the plant making their own light, On

29
Adyktes the pressure being good, but
“gwing to the inflammable construc-
jtion of the building,
* frame except the basement walls, the-
. ““uames spread rapidly and soon the

e
>

" only about 1,200 got out, the balance
“ being burned, together with

~ 3,000 head of dressed chick
‘“cases of eggs, a large quantity of

. al times they succeeded in saving ghe

*‘building with ondly
the roof.. The contents of the house

.
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SWIFT’S PLANT BURNED

‘Leon’s Big Poultry “Plant Burned
Saterday Afternoon the Loss
. Being $80,000 to $100,000.

/ 7 )

For the second time the big poul-
tryoplant of Swift & Co. in this city
was totally destroyed by fire, last Sat-
urday aftérnoon, with a loss estimat-
ed by manager J. P. Barrett of from
$80,000.to $100,000 on the buildin
and contents. On the morning oﬁ
February 25, 1904, the first plant
erected here by Swift & Co., was de-
stroyed, the loss at that time being
about $25,000, and when they rebuilt
the plant they greatly enlargea  it,
adding a creamery department. ;

The fire last Saturday afternoon
was discovered a few minutes before
4 o'clock by ray Shultz, baggageman
at the Burlington depot, who ran
across the tracks to Swift & Co.’s of-
fice and gave the alarm. The fire
started in the storage room «n the

fourth floor of the building, and
when discovered the flames were
bursting through the roof. The fincr

for storing lumber -and in manuiac-
turing boxes and egg cases, and no
one was working on that floor last
Saturday. When employees ran up-
stairs it was found that the entirc
floor on the west side was a mass of
flames and that the building was
doomed. The fire probably started
from defective electric light wiring,

last Thursday a fire was discovered
on the same floor, caused from the

present at these houses. A number
of the foremen were also transferred
to the other branch houses.

Much speculation is being indulg-
ed in as to whether Swift & Co. will
rebuild the plant in this city, but ey~
erybody is hoping that they will, as
it ‘'was the biggest employment of
labor in Leon, the pay roll for labor
alone being more than
year, an average of about $800 a

ness, something like three million
dollars a- year. . Last spring plans
were preparedsfor a big new building
Just uprth‘of the one burned, the new
buildifig to be three or four stories

high, and constructed of concrete

not to make the improvement until
next ‘year. They will probably erect
a fire proof structure on the site of
the burned plant, as we understand
they have abandoned building "any
more frame plants. Nothing could
be learned here in regard to the in-

$40,000 a!

week. The plant here did a big busi- |

and steel, but the directors decided,

\

one having crawled under the buil SR s i
ing and set the fire, but-it had n b F i :
. made much headway when discovers
ed and a few buckets of water ex-
tinguished it. Had it*burned the ofl
tanks and storage house would have
burned, as well as Bowsher’'s impl
ment warehouse and other storage )
buildings. ° 53 R
Mayor Farquhar placed speclal po= SIS
lice on duty Saturday night {o watc
for susdpeéts, but nothing was dis-

. ]

A STATE-WIDE DECISION .

3

A VOTE FOR CONMOLLY FOR
SENATOR IS R VOTE OF

APPROVAL OF

covered. Should the guilty parties i
be located they will be severely dealt

with. A detail of firemen remained ‘
on duty at the fire house all night
Saturday, ready for any emergency. |

HIGH POINT FARMER SUIOIDEj i

Grant Dorsey, Well Known Hi
Point Farmer, Hung Himself
Last Friday.

The second suicide in Decatur
county within a week occurred at the
farm of Grant Dorsey, a well known

THRTS TRUE !
) SHALL YOTE

surance on the burned plant, as it is ' farmer living in High Point.township
all carried by the Chicago offices of last Friday morning, when Mr. Dor-
Swift & Co., but the loss is probably sey took his life by hanging himself.

pretty well covered by insurance.

When the alarm was given assist-
ant manager Frank Coleman, who
was in Swift & Co.’s plant at Creston
when it burned about a year ago,
hastily gathered the books and rec- |
ords together and placed them in the
two safes in the office. After the,
fire was over the contents of the big!
safe, 'containing the most valuable |
records was found to be intact, gx-|
cept that the backs of the big books
were charred, but the books and pa- |
pers in the smaller safe were burned ,
to charred paper.

The most serious Leon

loss to

¥lEWS OF THE

BURNING PLANT.

I

Photo ‘by-Cherrington.

electric light wires but fortunately
was discovered:by two of the employ-
ees, and thé 'box in which the fire
was burning was: dumped into a
water barrel. :The matter was re-
ported to the Chicago ‘office, and on
Saturday morning orders were re-
‘geived to have:the entire building re-
iwired, but they came just too late.

The fire department were prompt-
on the job with seéveral streams of

it all Dbeing:

‘entire building was burning and fill-
od with smoke. In the building when
‘the fire started there were Aabot;t

n ef-

fort was made to release them, but

about
ens, many

butter and other manufactured pro-
ducts.

The fire was a flerce one and at-
tracted a large crowd of people to
the scene. A large quantity of am-
monia was i the bullding, it being
used in connection with/the cold stor-
age and ice plant, and everybody
was warned to keep away from the
building on account of the danger
trom these tanks exploding, and
when they did finally explode with
a terrific noise everybody got back
farther, but no one was injured, al-
though some of tlﬁ fire boys were
.dangerously close, fighting heroically
to save the residence of Charles
Gable, just south of the plant, and
_although the roof was on fire sever-

slight damage to

‘were all carried across the street as
.éverybody thought the house would
Manager J. P. Bdrrett and his of-
‘fice force were busy right after the
! ‘business . matters - in
“8nd ocupled-as temporary of-
the ladies’ retiring room in the
-~ ‘Orders ‘were - ived. - the

5 'W trmfcm&rgnq ob1

h :

6 ‘week ]
the presen
| th

tion. - A quantity of oil;soaked
m} taken ngx:m" Sk

right now is the throwing out of em-
ployment of a large number of men
and women, just as the busy season
and winter is coming on. The work-,
ing force was being increased, and in
a few weeks they would be employ-
ing from 160 to 200 persons.

During the fire the territory for
several blocks around was covered
with the chickens which were turned
loose, and most of them were recov-
ered, alt‘hgng‘?,' here were probably
more persops.in Leon who had chick-
. enforvdinner Sunday than for many
‘vears. - A few ‘parties captured quite
a lot of the escaped chickens, and in
some instances it was necessary to
call an officer to gain possession of
the chickens, .

Four Fires Within Eighteen Hours.

The Leon fire: department certain-
ly had their hands full of work last
Saturday and Sunday, as there were
four fires within eighteen hours. The

from the time the alarm was turned
in a few minutes before 4 o’clock at

the burning ruins of the big plant.
Saturday night about 10:30 o’clock a

south Main street, the third house
north' of the depot, was evidently set
on fire, the fire starting in a closet
where a lot of papers had been piled
up. The firemen however soon had
it under control although the inter-
for of the house:and the roof was
considerably damaged. Shortly af-
ter midnight the old two.story house
in southeast Leon owned by Ancil
Barry, which had been partially
burned three times in the past couple
of years, was found to be on fire. The
house was occupied by J. A. Kerr,
whose goods were stored in it, but
he slept in a small shanty just south
of the house. The firemen and neigh-
bors carried the household goods out,
but the building was so badly dam-.
aged that it is beyond repair. Sunday
moraning about 10 o’clock the fourth
‘fire, without question the work of an
incendiary, was discovered, a gran-
ary owned by Talbot & Co., Just west

boxing of

a freight
fire ne-

boys had been on duty Saturday .
the Swift & Co. plant, keeping down

vacant house owned by Jap Celser on '

of the Standard Oil 'Co.’s tank sta-|

For some time Mr. Dorsey has been
in very poor health, and this fact is

| the only theory advanced for his tak-

ing *his life.

He arose early last Friday morn-
ing and went to the buggy shed near
the house and hung himself with a
small rope. His family missed him
about 4-o’clock, and one of his sons
found him hanging in the shed, so it
is not kpown just how long he had
been dead. Dr. Lyons, of Garden
Grove, was at once notified and hur-
ried to the Dorsey farm, Mr. Dorsey’s
body being still hanging to the raf-
ters of the shed when he arrived. He

|cut the body down and notified cor-

oner Layton, giving him the facts in
the case and the coroner decided it
was not necessary to hold an inquest.

The deceased was about fifty years
of age, and leaves a wife and eight
children. He was a good farmer,
quite well to do, and his death is
deeply regretted.

Funeral services were held at the
home on Sunday, interment being in
the High Point cemetery.

Died From Injuries Received at In-
sane Hospital at Clarinda,

Elzie Rex, the young farmer of
Center township, who was beforc the
insane commission last Wednesday
and ordered taken to the state hos-
pital at Clarinda for treatment died

at the hospital on Friday, and there !

are very peculiar circumstances con-
nected with his death, and a thor-
ough investigation is being made, it

|being, claimed he died from injuries
+tinflicted by an insane patient at’the
‘hiospital.

) Mr. Rex. ‘'wgs, . in. .gdood
health, except that his'mind kad bz2i?
affected for a fow weeks the result
of worry over a land trade.. Deputy

sheriff Bob Craig took him to Clar-

inda ‘Wednesday afternoon. His body |,

was shipped to Garden Grove, arriv-
ing there on Sunday, and a letter
from the officials at Clarinda gave
natural causes as thc cause of his
death. An examiration of his body
revealed a big bruised place over one
eye, and finger marks on his throat,
and there was algo a’cut-on his lip.
Funeral services were hgld at Pales-
tine church on Tuesday; and then his
body was not interred but was taken
back to Garden Grove, and shipped
from there to Clarinda accompanied.

by his brothers and otHer, friends,,

who took a number of witnesses with’

them, and they will inSigt. that a
coroner's inquest be held and the
case thoroughly ihvestigated. It is
reported that Mr. Rex was placed in
a big ward with a number of other
insane patients and that one of the
insane patients attacked him and in-
flicted injuries which caused his

death,

New Postmasters ‘Appointed in Deca-
tur County.

Official announcement * has been

made of the appointment of six post- !
masters in Decatur county:the past ,roperty.

week, four democrats and two repub-
licans, the appointments  following
the civil service examinations he

some time ago, and the mew, post-|gattjeq.
masters will take their offices as soon |
as their bonds are”approved. The gattled.

following is a list’of the’ &ppoint-

ments: Lol Default and judgment on note.
Weldon—Mrs.. Ora Mitchell, re-| g vyarga judn?r. vs. C. O. Roland

publican. AL "B a7 B ; dgment f
Grand-River—Miss Helerk M. GHt BIs 0 oo Tdsment for

fin, democrat. S. Varga admr. vs. C. O. Roland.

Davis City—Burris - M. Howell,
democrat.

Woodland—Mrs. Minnie Wool-ip yarga appointed guardian at litem
man, republican. > for minor defendants. S
Pleasanton—Earl Moore, demo- | .“s¢*Nilsson vs. Ida and H. O. Boor.

crat. y

Van Wert—Mrs. Maggie Edwards,*

democrat.
Reporter Will be Late Next Week.

The Reporter goes to press regu-
larly each Wednesday just after
ngon, but next week we will be a
day late, as it is impossible to secure
any accurate election returns in time
to go to press at the usual time on
Wednesday and the paper will go to
press some time Thursday instead of
Wednesday, so don’t be:@disappointed
if you fail to get your Reporter
Thursday morning. We prefer to wait
and give the full returns of the elec-
tion.

'Horn entertained & number of
rlends at th v :
“aftérnoon

7

PROBATE.
Marriage Licenses. ‘Estate of T. S. Erfiley, final report
; \dphair, | .31 |approved.
e e Mo (00 0% | Guardfanship _of ~Samantha J
'King Landphair, Pleasanton.. ...21 | Woodard, V. R. McGinnis appointed
Katie Robb, Saline, Mo..........20 |guardian ad litem, sale ordered.
Lert McConnell, Grand River....26 | [Hstate of M. V. B. Fowler, will
Nan Hanner, Decatur........ . '9¢ |probated, J. W. Fowler and Fred
'A. D. Willis, Davis City. . ':2‘:‘10? appointed executors without
MATy . TAUN Do Bstate of Niels Jansen, will pro-
Mrs. F. N. Hansell and Mrs. C. Ay , James J. Jolinson appointed

lady

Lgn and T. J. Griffin, and they haye
I'at this term of court, Mrs. J. P, Bar-

‘Report of sale and deed to C. M. Mc-

PRES.WILSON!

\ f YOTE AGAINST
rog CONNOLLY ! Q@ﬁ%@u:f IS A e
YOTE RGAINST

@m”ﬂ‘llllu" 0
\
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT

lColrtlconvened Monday Evening and
Adjourned Tuesday Evening Un-
tititheiDay After Election.

The October term of the district
‘court convened Monday evening on
the arrival of Judge Maxwell from
Creston, but adjourned on Tuesday
evening until Wednesday morning,
Nov. 4th,

The grand jury drawn for service
at this term of court is composed of
Chas. F. Gqode, foreman, M. S. Hul-
linger, W. S. Throckmorton, Harry
Weldon, A. C. Dunham, H. L. McClar-

considerable business to investigate
rett was appointed clérk of the grand
Jury and Frank Rhoades grand jury
bailiff. W. H. Bobbitt was appointed
court bailiff.

Nothing was ddne in regard to the
trial of the case of State vs. Earl
Riley, it being passed over until
court convenes next Wednesday, If
it is triéd at this term there will not
be. .meany other cases tried at this
term of caurt.

THé folipwing cases were disposed
of béfore. court*adjourned Tuesday
eveningix
“ 7" CRIMINAL..

State vs. Harry Wright, dismissed
on motion of county attorney.

Staté vs.’ Arthur Campbell and
Birdie“Bennett, dismissed on motion
of county attorney.

2 LAW AND EQUITY,

. Puw-H.-Xoung vs. C. E. Young-et al.

Guire approved
. 'Mary J. Bennett vs. Anna Dancer
et al. . Report of sale and deed to
Mary J. Bennett approved.

George Hamilton vs. Bessie Hamil-
ton, decree of divorce granted.

W. .A. Ramsey, vs. George Hale et
al, Decree quieting title.

H. R. Layton vs. John W. Barrett.
Default and judgment for amount of
note and order for sale of attached

' R. B. Stone
Settled.
John Rumley vs. Farmers Ins. Co.

vs. Farmers Igs. Co.

Garfield McDowell vs. T. J.‘Hlll.

l S. Varga admr. vs. Ernest Elston.

Judgment on note in two cases.
M. Shippy vs. Grace Weable et al.

Transferred: to Clarke county for

triak

America Cornett vs. Clark Lewis
et al. Judgment on note.

Blanch Negus vs. Daniel H. Negus.
' wecree of divorce granted.

Estes & Covington vs. O. P.- Jami-
gon. Judgment on note.
. J. Switzer vs. H. D. DeKalb. Con-
fession of judgment confirmed.

State vs. Lewis Rew, charged with
inebriacy, continued on promise of
defendant to refrain from use of in-
toxicating liquors, subject to being
called up at any time the defendant
fails to keep his promise.

State vs. J. 8. Traxler, same order
as in State vs.:Lewis Rew.

executor without bond.
} of Robert McC

A~

executor with bond of $500.

Estate of F. M. Walker, special ad-
ministrator authorized to sell person-
al property at public sale.

Estate of Grant T. Dorsey, Mary 1.
Dorsey appointed administratrix with
bond of $2,500.

Guardianship of Sarah M. Akes.
C. L. AKkes tenders resignation as
guardian and Hester A. Akes appoint-
ed guardian with bond of $1,500.

Guardianship of Alice Brann.
Amos P. Olsen appointed guardian
ad litem, Stephen Varga permanent
guardian with bond of $400.

i’oll!k-al Advertisement.

H. L. Northrup, whose announce-
ment appeared in this paper for mem-
ber of the board of supervisors to
gucceed himself is a product of Deca-
tur ‘county, having been raised in the
town of Gardem Grove, was born in
1876 and hag been a resident of this
county all'his life. His parents were
pioneer settlers of Decatur county.
His father, the late A. C. Northrup
served three years in the war of the
rebellion, having enlisted in Co. L.,
3rd Iowa Cavalry. .

TWENTYFIVE YEARS AGO

Items Taken from the Files of The
Reporter. Published a Quarter
“ofa Century Ago.-

Ed Daugherty traded for the:Sam
McCroskey, stock of goods .at Decatur
City, and Had plactdJ-R. Conrey in
charge of the sfpre: 7 1 -

Hamlin’s Wizard (Oil:Co.: was play-
ing a week’s.¢hgagement-at the opéra
house. AR R s B % ; :

Miss Grace Curyy returned from a
visit with friends in Chicago.

Corn was selling 4t 18- cents a

bushel and beef
hundred. AR O o &

Mrs. Zoa Cherry, of Afton, wad.vis-/
iting with ler parents, Mr. and Mrs.
C, W. Beck. P L1 114

Wm. Detrick departed for Galvegs:
ton, Texas, to visit hig two daughters
living there. AR

Mrs. Marion F. Stookey and dapgh-
ter Dot wdre visiting with her sister,
Miss Cora Brooks, in Omaha, Neb.

Gattle were $2:00 a

Mrs. Bessie Detrick ‘Brannan, of’

Harvey, as he is familiarly known
is a self made mdn. He was educat-
ed in the Garden Grove schools. He'
is a thorough business man, consclen-i
tious, honest and honorable. By his|
clean business ability and industrious '
methods, he has accumulated two'
fine farms in Decatur county. He is
also interested in the mercantile]
business with his brother.

He is a stock buyer and his deal-
ings with the public have gained for
him a reputation that money will not
buy, for honesty, truthfulness and a
square deal. Mr. Northrup’s experi-
ence of the past two years as a mem-
ber of the board makes him a valu-
able man for the place and he ought
to be, and no doubt will be, return-
ed. The indications are that he will
have the undivided support of all the
voters of this part of the county, re-
gardless of politics.—Garden Grove
Express.

To the Voters of Decatur County.

1 wish to make the following state-
ment and ask that you read it care-
fully, that my position may be fully
understood by the voters of Decatur
county. 1f elected to the office of
county treasurer 1 will enter the of-
fice without any strings on me what-
ever. I will con nict the office to the
best of my ability, always guarding
the best interests of the people, with-
out prefdrence or fear ot persecution
or hope of reward. However, I have
heard that there have been some re-
ports circulated to the contrary for
campaign gush. I assure you that all
business$ connected with the treasur-
er’'s office will be conducted on a just
and equitable basis.

hespectfully,
J. W. Wasson,
Democratic candidate’ for county
treasurer.

Laundry—I have taken the agency
for Weem'’s laundry. Leave your
packages at my barber shop. C. E.
Henderson. 3

m . >

Kansas City, was visiting’at the home “
of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Det- '

rick in this city. .

Miss Helen Young returned
a five
Center
loosa.

s from ‘-

ville, Bloomfield and- OQQ'-,

al friends heré who are glad to-wael--
come her back, for she is . dne af':
Leon’'s best and most accomplished
young ladies. xS

Chas, E. Chastain left Monday for
Centerville, where he will spend a
few days and then go to Roachdale,
Indiana, and after spending some
time there will go to Owingsville,
Kentucky, to visit relatives and
friends, His son Ernest went with
him and they will return next spring.

Geo. P. Campbell Honored.

Geo. P. Campbell, the well known
Davis City Odd Fellow, was signally
honored at Burlington last week at
the Grand Encampment, being elect-
ed as Grand Patriarch of the Grand
Encampment, the highest office in
the order. Mr. Campbell has been
a member for many years and is one
of the leading Odd Fellows of Iowa.
His election to this high office i#one
of great honor both to him and Deca-
tur county.

Death of an Old Decatur County
Resident. 7 N

J. W. Spargur, who for many years
resided at Davis City, died at his
home in Oklahoma City, Okidhoma,
on Sunday, Oct. 17th. The decexsed :
was the stepfather of Charles Pénis-
ten of this city. e .

Mules For Sale. .

I have twenty-four head of good
mules for sale. Will sell themi by
the span or all in a bunch; and will
make good terms. C. M. Akes, e

WOULD DECATUR COUNTY VOTE A TAX OF $20,:

000 TO $50,000 FOR A ?4_3:; IN LEON?

’ oy
T A%

: Woﬁld Degatur oonnty‘ voﬁi:‘t.’{t.u of $20,000 to $50,-
000 to enlarge the Court House grounds in Leon and con-

vert them into a beautiful park? 'Let those who favor
such a proposition raise their right hands. 2
If not, why should we vote & tax on the property of

this county: for this amount

>

to make an 83 acre park at

Des Moines? A vote for Governor Clarke is an endorse-

months visit ‘with friends' st " ¥
. &

Miss Maymé Pénniwell, who ‘has. .’
been at BakKer 'City, Oregon, for tha ..
past year, returned home last Mon<" «.i%
day. She has & host' of warm person- & ;o
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