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READJUSTMENT OP ROUTES. 

i r 
!• ^ h r 
\ 

••r 

t * 

% , 

-

•* 

% 
y 

|f / 
II ': #j 

a 
fl JS 
I 

1 

l-i 
If 

;; J 
I 

-it® 

I 

f 
•SP 

s f 

j 

dives Service to Three Thousand Ad
ditional Families—Communication 

from Postofflce Department. 

Noting the acclaim of dissatisfac
tion with the readjustment of the ru
ral routes, and the industry with 
which the local republican politicians 
are at work fostering discontent 
among those whose discontent might 
be turned into ballot grist at the elec 
tion will next fall, and having a deep 
seated feeling that there ig nothing in 
the administration of the postofflce de
partment that is intendent to willful
ly hurt any citizen and taxpayer nor 
even inconvenience them unless by so 
doing more citizens can be convenienc 
ed than inconvenienced, the editor of 
the Centerville Journal addressed a 
letter to the Postmaster General and 
asked for such data on the mail route 
matter that would be of interest to 
those citizens who may have been af
fected by the mail route changes. A 
prompt reply was received from the 
Fourth Assistant Postmaster Gener 1 
containing considerable data, all of 
which could not be published at one 
time. Among the data, however, 
which was enclosed was the copy of 
a letter which was written recently to 
a citizen of Iowa and which bears 
upon the readjustment of the Iowa 
routes. We trust that all of those 
readers of the Reporter who are inter
ested in the rural routes will read 
the following letter from the Fourth 
Assistant Postmaster General, and 
note carefully the fact that in the re
adjustment 3,000 families in the state 
of Iowa are now receiving rural mail 
delivery who before were obtaining 
no rural service at all, and the fur
ther fact that is set forth in the clos
ing paragraph of the letter, which 
bears ou the statement contained in 
a recent editorial in the Centerville 
Journal to the effect that the local 
postmasters made reports on the 
routes, before the changes were 
made. In this county the local post
master in the town having the most 
to do with the mail service of the 
county happened to be a republican 
at the time the change was recom
mended. Following is tne letter from 
the Fourth Assistant Postmaster Gen
eral: 

December 24, 1915. 
My Dear Sir: 

I have delayed a reply to your com
munication of the 11th instant until I 
was in a position to furnish you with 
data that will, no doubt, be-very in
teresting to the farmers of Iowa. 

This data is forwarded herewith, 
and I am also sending you under sep
arate cover 100 copies of a pamphlet 
containing speeches made by me be
fore the convention of the National 
Association of Postmasters of the first 
and second classes, in this city, and 
before the State Association of Post
masters, at Saginaw, Michigan, in 
which will be found the reasons which 
necessitated a proper readjustment of 
the collection and delivery service on 
rural routes. 

You will notice from the enclosed 
tabulated record of service rendered 
by certain rural carriers in the state 
-of Iowa, that in nearly every instance 
the individual carriers performed less 
than four hours of actual service 
-daily during more than three-fourths 
of the year, and that in numerous in
stances the carriers performed less 
cnan four hours of service throughout 
the entire year, and in many cases 
but two and one-half or three hours 
-of daily work was performed. This 
declaration only refers to the car
riers who travel more than twenty 
miles per day and who receive in ex
cess of $1080 per annum. Should 
their compensation be calculated at a 
rate per hour, they would In many 
cases be paid as high as |2 an hour, 
and I do not believe that any such re-
. turn is expected, or received, by the 
citizens of Iowa who are engaged in 
rurfcl or mercantile pursuits. 

This bureau does not resent the fact 
that an individual employee is paid 
unusual compensation, but there are 
thousands of other postal employees 
In the state of Iowa, including clerks 
in post offices, city letter carriers, and 
rail-vay postal clerks, who perform 
ei.fcht hours of work daily, and we 
contend that there is an unfair dis
crimination in any method of com
pensation that permits one man to re
ceive the same salary for two hours' 
work that another man receives for 
eight hours' of similar labor. Even in 
the rural delivery service there are 
hundreds of carriers in Iowa who 
work eight hours daily on poor roads, 
collecting and distributing from five 

to ten, and even twenty times as 
much mail as the carriers tabulated 
in this list and who are paid exactly 
the same, or less, compensation. The 
department submits that herein is an
other unfair discrimination, as the 
law does not provide for the proper 
payment of the individual who per
forms the more arduous labor. 

Now, the readjustment of the ser
vice in Iowa has provided mail facil
ities to more than 3,000 additional 
heads of families, or approximately 
15,000 individuals, who have hereto
fore been denied all mail collection 
and delivery; while 4,000 heads of 
families have been required to move 
their mail boxes short distances, and 
thus suffer certain inconveniences. To 
ail these latter I am prepared to de
clare that, given time, the depart
ment will make every proper effort 
to extend collection and delivery ser
vice to them whenever it is advisable 
or possible to do so. Our first duty is 
to the man who has no delivery at 
all, and I am firmly convinced that 
that individual appreciates our effort, 
and that he will give it proper recog
nition upon the first opportunity that 
presents itself. 

As set forth in my statements to 
the presidential pqptmasters at Sagi
naw, Michigan, the service in the 
state of Iowa has now been cleansed 
of all its useless and unnecessary 
travel, and is at present in such a 
condition as will warrant immediate 
and substantial upbuilding. To this 
end the department intends to send 
representatives into every corner of 
tne state, not only to ascertain wheth
er the people suffer unusual and un
necessary inconvenience, but to indi
cate where mail facilities can be pro
vided to those who are now without 
the same. 

I am pleased to state that, as a re
sult of my visit to Michigan, we have 
received from patrons and postmas
ters many suggestions for the estab
lishment of new routes and the ex
tension of existing service, and action 
has already been taken that undoubt
edly meets with the approval of our 
correspondents. 

One senator forwarded a sketch of 
a proposed route, pointing out with 
small lead pencil dots the location of 
the patrons who would be served, and 
showing on the sketch the location'of 
the proposed route as it pertained to 
other routes or postoffices in its 
vicinity. Instead of delay, and the 
necessity of investigation and inquiry 
as to the boxes that had been provid
ed, and all other forms of red tape, 
the route will be placed in operation 
within the next fifteen days. This 
is a practical application of our state
ment to the effect that it is no longer 
necessary for 100 petitioners to set 
forth their desire for mail facilities; 
that it is no longer necessary to send 
an inspector to ascertain substantial 
facts; that it is no longer necessary 
to inquire of local representatives 
about the willingness of patrons to 
purchase mail receptacles. We pro
vide the service and work out the de 
tails afterwards. 

I believe that the rural patrons in 
Iowa will understand and be pleased 
to note this tremendous change for 
the better in the extension of mail 
facilities to them, and it is all due to 
the elimination of special privilege to 
a few who have enjoyed a more than 
adequate supply, while thousands of 
others have been denied reasonable 
mail facilities. I also wish to assert 
chat when every man employed in 
the collection and delivery of mail to 
rural patrons shall be paid a fair 
day's pay for a fair day's work, giv
ing an increase over present com
pensation to the carriers who works 
hard for long hours each day, and not 
allowing another employee to be ov
erpaid *who enjoys a ride over a 
route in two or three hours daily, 
that we can still further reduce the 
cost of operation and thereby provide 
the means, not only for the extension 
of mail to all possible patrons, but 
to assist in the improvement of the 
highways over which such mail is 
transported. 

It may be stated that it is impos
sible to perform satisfactory service 
on long routes, over bad roads, but 
w/e are careful to note the hours of 
service rendered by the employees on 
such routes, and it is generally a fact 
that the apparently substantial ob
jection that appears because of the 
length of route disappears when the 
patron is informed of the hours of 
service rendered by the employee 
thereon during nine, ten or eleven 
months in the year, and that the diffi
culty of road travel interferes to a 
small extent in the tour of duty for 
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March bring weather 
conditions very trying 
to most people. 

Colds, coughs, 
sore throat, tonsilitis, 
catarrh, bronchitis, 
pneumonia, are all 
prevalent. 

These are all catarrhal conditions. All 
dependent upon the same cause, climatic 
changes. Sloppy weather underfoot. High 
winds, chilling blasts, changing from day to day. 
Thermometer dancing a jig. Barometer follow* 
ing suit. 

All of the acute catarrhal conditions above 
referred to, call for 

PE-RU-NA 
They call loudly, too. If Peruna is neglected 

these catarrhal conditions are liable to become 
chronic. One bottle of Peruna used at the 
right time will save months, even years, of 
suffering and sickness. 
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THE PERUNA COMPANY 
•'< Columbus, . . Ohio 
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one month in the year only. 
1 trust thq.t this information will be 

what is desired, but in order that I 
may not fail to make statements upon 
each specific inquiry, I have to say, 
in reply to your first question, that 
the department has information rela
tive to the condition of the roads in 
Iowa at all seasons of the year. 

li reply to your second question: 
We do not consider ourselves infal
lible, and readjustments of the rural 
delivery service will be promptly 
made, especially where substantial 
cause therefor may be shown. 

As to your third question: The de
partment has not been, and is not, in 
any 'vise interested in the effect that 
its action may have upon elections. 
Politics has absolutely no place in 
the performance of postal duties. It is 
primarily a great business enter
prise and should be, and is, conduct
ed on tho principle that we produce 
the maximum return for the mini-" 
mum expenditure of the people's 
money. 

As to your fourth question, I sub
mit the enclosed tabulated state
ment. 

In reply to your fifth question: The 
department used twenty inspectors 
and eighteen of its most experienced 
clerical employees in the revision of 
tliis •jC 1 t i^e, not only in Iowa, but all 
over the country; also thousands of 
reports from local inspectors have 
been received from time to time, dur
ing the past twenty years, from which 
complete and accurate data was se
cured upon many illustrations of the 
unfair distribution of rural mail fa
cilities. Some of these inspectors and 
employees were assigned to duty in 
the state of Iowa for years, and are 
entirely familiar with local condi
tions in that state. 

No new service was established on 
any highway where a report from the 
local postmaster was not at hand 
relative to the road conditions, and 
other details concerning the charac
ter of service that could be rendered. 

Permit me to thank you for your 
inquiry, and I sincerely trust that the 
information contained herein may be 
of value to you and to the people of 
the state of Iowa. 

Yours very truly, 
JAS. L. BLAKSLEE, 

Fourth Assistant Postmaster General. 
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Mrs. James Boldman. 

A beautiful life, beautiful christian 
character, beautiful influence, has 
gone to rest, not dead, no not dead, 
just a separation. 

Catherine Masters Hankins Bold-
man was born near Portsmouth, 
Ohio, Nov. 19, 1844, and passed away 
at Davis City, Iowa, Wednesday, Jan. 
26, 1916, at 5:30 a. m., aged 72 
years, 2 months and 7 days. 

She was married to Hamilton 
Hankins, June 8, 1862," at her fath
er's house in Ohio, where she was 
born. 

To this union were born 12 chil
dren, ten of whom survive her. The 
eldest died at Moore's Station, Cali
fornia, Oct. 29, 1882, Josie Feb. 29, 
1884, at Wakefield, Ohio. 

Mrs. Hankins was married to 
James Boldman, Nov. 6, 1902, in 
Ohio, after which they moved to Da
vis City, where they have since made 
their home. 

She leaves to mourn her loss, hus
band, five daughters, five sons, six 
grand-children and a host of relatives 
and friends. ' 

In her childhood she united with 
the Methodist cuurch and was bap
tized. She lived a faithful consistent 
christian life. 

She knew Him in Whom she had 
believed and was persuaded that He 
was able to keep that which she had 
committed unto Him against that day. 
She was a most kind and affectionate 
mother. She had been in poor health 
for some time, but when able was 
always ready to do something for 
others. She was given the best of 
care. Everything that loving hands 
and kind friends could ao for her was 
done. 

Her sweet modest christian char
acter was an inspiration to those 
with whom she mingled. She could 
have said with Paul, "I have fought 
a good fight. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteous
ness, the Lord, the Righteous Judge 
shall give me at that dfty." 

All that remains of this beautiful 
body will be taken by her children 
to their home in Springfield, Illinois, 
and lie there until she is placed in a 
mausoleum. 

Funeral services were held at the 
Methodist church at lJavis City Satur
day at 2 o'clock, conducted by Rev. 
Lyle. The pall bearers were John 
Tharp, Earl Scott, Alfred Cummings 
and Curtis Burrell. 

Among the beautiful floral offer
ings sent in by friends and relatives 
was a pillow of the most beautiful de
sign imaginable, given by the chil
dren present, a beautiful wreath from 
the two children in Ohio, who were 
unable to come, beautiful flowers 
from the Elk lodge, of which her son 
Louis is a member and floral remem
brances from her many friends in Da
vis City. 

The body was taken back to the 
house after the funeral and kept 
there until taken to the train at 8 
o'clock, when it was shipped to 
Springfield. 

The children who were present are 
T. J. Hankins, Springfield, 111., M. L. 
Hankins, Chicago, 111., C. M. Hankins, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, Louis Hankins, 
Lincoln, Neb., Mrs. Katherine DeClas-
pel, Tulsa, Okla., Mrs. Maude Smith, 
Cordovia, Neb., and three grandchil
dren, Elizabeth and Jack DeClaspel 
and Violette Smith. 

The children who were unable to 
be present are Mrs. Rose Langdon, 
San Francisco, Calif., Mrs. Judith 
Bottigheimer, Elwood, Ind., Mrs. Til-
lie Reed, Chillicothe, Ohio, Herschel 
Hankins, Milledgeville, Ohio. 

Rev. Lyle. 

Many Children Have Worms. 

Worms are a common childhood 
ailment. They make children irri
table, nervous, and restless, besides 
robbing the body and mind of proper 
nourishment. Watch your child. Ex
amine the stools and at first signs of 
worms give your child a treatment 
of Kickapoo Worm Killer. They kill 
the worms, act as a laxative and ex
pel the worms and poisonous waste. 
Tone the system and help restore 
your child's health and happy dispo
sition. Only 25c at your' druggist. 1 
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T H I S  M E A N S  
We have sent out statements to many accounts 

past due and now has come the time we must insist 
upon payment as we need the amounts in business and 
we must have these in cash or bankable note by or be
fore March 1st. This sounds plain but is just as we 
feel in the matter as we must have it. Some are small 
but have many of them and it is not any accommoda
tion to us to let this merchandise out and wait a year 
for our money. These are due, folks, and must be at
tended to by or before March 1st. 

F. N. HANSELL 
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Montana Letter. 

Billings, Mont., Jan. 29, 1916. 
Editor Reporter—As you asked us 

if we wouldn't write you a letter 
when we got here I think it about 
time that we were doing so. We are 
having some pretty cold weather 
here, lias been below zero for about 
two weeks, and we are looking for 
still colder weather. It has been 34 
below zero and the weather man says 
we will have 40 below zero before 
many more days. Hope you people 
in Leon and Decatur county are hav
ing nicer weather than this. 

Billings is a town of 25,000 peo
ple. It is considered to be next to 
the largest town in the state of Mon
tana. There are five banks, eight 
3chc>ols which are named for cer
tain presidents of the United States, 
and we have fifty-two saloons, and 
other fine buildings. We are about 
a hundred and fifty miles from the 
Crow Reservation. There is not a 
day that passes that we do not see 
from eight to ten Indians in Billings 
buying and selling their wares to the 
through passengers. Last summer 
the first five days of July was what 
Montana calls the "Frontier's Round
up." There was a parade which con
sisted of old time cow girls and boys, 
the old time stage, old miners with 
their pack mules, settlers with their 
wagons drawn by ox teams. Heading 
the parade rode Manager Harris and 
just behind him rode the queen of 

•the round-up, and her six maids of 
honor, and then came Mr. Aiulhall 
and his son and daughter. His daugh
ter is the girl who could throw a 
steer and tie him in two minutes and 
twenty-one seconds. Throwing steers, 
bull dogging, racing and breaking 
horses were demonstrated at the fair 
grounds during the round-up. 

This fall while the exposition was 
being held Secretary McAdoo and his 
wife passed through Billings. Mr. 
McAdoo gave a speech during train 
stops, which amounted to 20 minutes. 
I heard part of his speech, which I 
enjoyed very much, but I left before 
his speech was over for I wanted to 
shake hands with President Wilson's 
daughter, Mrs. McAdoo. She sure is 
a sweet little woman and Mr. Wilson 
ehould be proud of having such a 
daughter, and I sure felt proud to 
get to shake hands with her. Papa 
also beard a short speech from Mr. 
Bryan, and we also heard one from 
the Governor of Ohio. 

Nc.v J will try and tell you some 
of our history since we came to Bill
ings. Leland has taken a 322 acre 
homestead just about 20 miles from 
oil fields. He is about four miles 
from the town of Warren, and sixty 
from Billings. His homestead has 
been staked for oil by the oil com
pany, but he pulled up the stakes and 
burned them. He is at this writing 
on his homestead and he is also haul
ing oil supplies from Warren to Elk 
Basin for the oil company, getting 
sixty dollars a month and his board. 
Papa is working for the Northern 
Pacific railroad. He inspects all 
freight cars going out of Billings. We 
all like Montana fine for we sure 
have beautiful summer time here 
when it gets nice. Some of our nice 
weather comes in September and Oc
tober. 

Will you please tell us if our sub
scription has expired. Now I will 
try and .write another letter in the 
future if this one goes to press. 

Yours truly, 
Gladys Lutz, 

117 Terry Ave. 

War Upon Pain. 

Pain is a visitor to every home and 
usually it comes quite unexpectedly. 
But you are prepared for every emer
gency if you keep a small bottle of 
"Sloan's Liniment handy. It is the 
greatest pain killer ever discovered. 
Simply laid on the skin—no rubbing 
required—it drives the pain away. 
It is really wonderful. 

Mervin H. Soister, Berkeley, Cal., 
writes: "Last Saturday, after tramp
ing around the Panama Exposition 
with wet feet, I came home with my 
neck so stiff that I couldn't turn. I ap
plied Sloan's Liniment freely and 
went to bed. To my surprise, next 
morning the stiffness had almost dis
appeared, four hours after the second 
application I was good as now." 

March, 1915. At druggists 25c. 1 

If you have any ot our ice cream 
packers at your home Please tele
phone oa and we will call and get 
them. 

Walker's Ice Cream Factory., 

STATEMENT 
of the condition of 

Decatur State Savings Bank 
organized under the laws of Iowa, located at Decatur, County of Decatur, 
at the close of business on the 31st day of January, 1916, made to the 
Auditor of State. 

Assns 
Amount of bills, bonds and other evidence of debt discounted 

or purchased actually owned by this bank $139,989.79 
Gold in vault $ 3 030.00 
Silver in vault 680.67 
Legal tender, national bank notes and subsidary 

coin 1,776.00 
Drafts, checks and other cash items not dishonored 860.18 

Total gold, silver, legal tender, drafts and checks, etc., car
ried out 6,346.85 

Amount subject to be drawn at sight on deposit with solvent 
banks 22,138.27 

Overdrafts 327.98 
Value of real estate 3,960.00 

TOTAL ASSETS $172,762.89 
LIABILITIES 

Amount of capital stock $ 25,000.00 
Amount of deposits subject to check $ 52,076.18 
Amount of demand deposits 2,244.06 
Amount of time deposits 86,708.56 

Total deposits 141,028.80 
Bills payable 5,500.00 
Other profits after deducting expenses. . . . 1,234.09 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $172,762.89 
State of Iowa, Decatur County, ss. 

We, W. H. Lloyd, president, and E. B. Faust, assistant cashier, of 
bank above named do solemnly swear that the foregoing statement is full, 
true and correct, to the best of our knowledge and belief, and that the as
sets therein set forth are bona fide the property of said bank in its corpor
ate capacity, and that no part of the same has been loaned or advanced 
to said bank for the purpose of being exhibited as a portion of its assets. 

W. H. LLOYD, President. 
E. B. FAUST, Asst. Cashier. 

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence by W. H. Lloyd 
and E. B. Faust, this 7th day of February. 1916. 

(SEAL) " S. W. Chamberlin, 
Notary Public in and for Decatur County. 

Attested by M. J. Powers, J. C. Cozad, L. F. Euritt, Directors. 

STATEMENT 
of the condition of 

Pleasanton Savings Bank 
organized under the laws of Iowa, located at Pleasanton, county of Deca
tur, at the close of business on the 31st day of January, 1916, made to 
the Auditor of State. 

ASSETS 
Amount of bills, bonds and other evidence of debt discount-

ed or purchased actually owned by this bank $42,446.26 
Gold in vault ? 
Silver in vault • • - 612.04 
Legal tender, national bank notes and subsidary coin 2,374.00 
Drafts, checks and other cash items not dishonored . 981.57 

Total gold, silver, legal tender* drafts and checks, etc., car
ried out 4,112.61 

Amount subject to be drawn at sight on deposit with solvent 
banks l0'^i U 

Overdrafts 
Expense account in excess of profits 
Value of real estate 
Value of personal property 75U.m> 

TOTAL ASSETS $65,102.34 
LIABILITIES 

Amount of capital stock • • ; • • .. Ho,000,00 
Amount of deposits subject to check n'-ocs 
Amount of time deposits 10,3<8.68 

Total deposits 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $65,102.34 
State of Iowa, Decatur County, ss. 

We C M Coulter, president, and Bert Chew, cashier, of bank above 
named do solemnly swear that the foregoing statement is full, true and 
correct to the best of our knowledge and belief, and that the assets 
therein' set forth are bona fide the property of said bank in its corporate 
capacity, and that no part of the same has been loaned or advanced to said 
bank for the purpose of boms exhibited ao a Presidoot. 

BERT CHEW. Cashier. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence by C. M. Coulter* 

president, and Bert Chew, cashier, this 5th day of February, i^16-
(SEAL) Guy Edwm Davis, 

Notary Public in and for Decatur County. 
Attested by Ralph Judd, A. B. McClaran, Directors. 

C. A. McKERN 
LEON, IOWA 

Live Stock and Real Estate Auctioneer 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Write or Phone for Dates 

Saturday town sales a specialty ; 
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The Reporter Prints Sale Bills Right! 
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