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BAD FIRE AT OSCEOLA 
Harding Block Burned on Thursday 
' Morning and Two Men Killed 

When Walls Fell Out. 
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'v.'. One of the most terrible incidents 
in the history of Osceola occurred 
between 1 and z o'clock last Thurs
day morning, when a most~.destruc-
tive lire destroyed the big Harding 
block at the southeast corner of the 
square, and nightwatch R. L. Eggle-
ston and George Griffin were caught 
and crushed to death when a falling 
wall was wrecked by an explosion, 
and fireman Frank Paschal received 
a broken limb and other serious in 
juries. 

The fire was discovered by Mrs. A 
A. Nowers, who was awakened by 
the light of the blaze and she turned 

>l—^ in the alarm. When first seen the 
\~c flames were coming from the rear of 
^ the Friclc drug store, the basement 
^vv"--• .and rear part of the store being 

> wrapped in flame and smoke. It was 
, *«. - . at this place that the two unfortun-

• ate men lost their lives and Frank 
Paschal and others were injured, the 

¥ , ' accident being the direct result of an 
- explosion in the drug store so ter-

»i ' rific that without warning it literally 
^ y "N, lifted and tossed the rear end of the 

" brick store room upon the men who 
- ... had gathered to fight the fire. It 
^" was all done so quickly and the light 

in the alley was so limited thpt it is 
s •» not known just how it occurred, and 

: in the confusion it was impossible to 
tell how many men were caught un-

;; -der the falling wall. A number of 
v the spectators noted that one man 

; was covered by the falling brick, but 
•s they could not tell who it was and 

fireman Frank Paschall, the 20 year 
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Pas-
schall, was seen partly covered with 
brick and mortar. He was rescued 
at once and taken to Dr. Dean's of-

• fiCe, where it was found he had sus-
tained a broken limb, a wrenched 

w back and bruises on the head, but 
• his injuries while serious will not re-

- suit fatally. Attention was then 
turned to the relief of the other man' 

. and his lifeless body was soon re
covered and identified as George 
Griffin. ' As yet it was not known 
that nightwatch Dick Eggleston wa's 

1 numbefed among the victims, and 
% the flames, driven by a strong north

west wind spread so rapidly and the 
heat became so intense that it was 
almost impossible to make further 
investigation, and it was some time 
after 2 o'clock that the lifeless body 
of Mr. Eggleston was taken from be-

? neatb the fallen wall. Fireman Geo. 
Carlton had a very narrow escape. 
At the time of the explosion he was 
taking a hose nozzle down the back 
stairs to the basement of the drug 

' store and was blown bodily to the 
alley. He was hurt about the head 

! ' and badly bruised, but was jible to. 
be around town the following day. 

Marshal Dick Eggleston was oira 
of the-best known and highly re-

-_i X- £~ ' spected men in Clarke county, and 
I ' had served two terms as sheriff. 

George Griffin was also a highly 
^ respected citizen and leaves a family 

^ /. of seven children ranging from 2 to 
~ 15 years of age. 
'|p' The Harding block was owned by 

p ' Mr. Saxe, an Ottumwa clothing mer
chant, the lower floors being occupied 

-- 117 Ettinger'S dry goods store, the 
Frick drug store and J. M. Cleven-

- "" ger's harness and shoe store. On the 
• 1 , upper floors were the law offices of 

< attorneys O. S. Slaymaker and W. 
D. Hedrick, the dental parlors of 
Dr. Paul and Dr. Porterfield, W. S. 

V Barnard's insurance office and Dr. 
Sells' hospital, in which there were 

\ a number of patients, but all were 
removed safely. 

Owing to the verv high wind and 
rapid spread of the fire, together 

- with the excitement over the loss of 
. life, but very little of \ e contents of 

any of the stores were saved, and the 
* total loss will amount to approxi-

- ^ - mately $170,OoO, with insurance of 
^ only 588,000. 

vThe Harding block owned by Mr. 
Saxe was valued at $50,000, and was 

'^insured for $20,008. 
• The Ettinger dry goods stock was 

. valued.at $60,000, and was insured 
<' 1 : for $38,300. 

Frick s drug store valued at 
, ' $13,000, was insured for $10,000. 
'• J. M. Clevenger's harness and shoe 
" store was valued at $6',000, with in-

' suranee of $3,800. 
McAllaster's paper and paint store 

• adjoining the burned block on the 
• west, did not burn, but the stock was 

" 'damaged $1,500, with insurance of 
$1,200 .  

7 O. M. Slaymake's law office, li-
V i'; brary and fixtures, valued at $15,000 

: was partially covered by insurance. 
W. D. Tedrick's* law office and li

brary was valued at $1,200, with in
surance of $500. 

> V f Dr. Porterfield's dental office was 
,r valued at $2,000, with insurance of 

$400. 
Srjri Dr. Paul's d^ital office was val-

ued at $2,500, with insurance of 
Vl§L $600. 

'"Dr. Sells' hospital, appliances, fix-
'+s .M tures, etc., was valued at $19,000, 
- <•-. with insurance of $7,000. 

W. S. BaTnard's insurance office 
was valqed at $1,500, partially cov-

; & ered by insurance. 
30 Follmer & Booth's barber shop in 

" the basement under Ettinger's store 
estimated loss $1,000, partially cov-
erecL by insurance. 

' We are indebted to editor Abbott, 
it1-' of the Osceola Sentinel, for the facts 

in regard to the terrible calamity. 

' Charlie Chaplin at the Idle Hour Sat-
' urday in Jfew Comedy. 

Charlie Chaplin, the great fun 
' maker, will be at the Idle Hour .next 

Saturday, Dec. 1st, in his new com-
"By the Sea." This picture has 

FARM BUREAU WORK Army V. 31. C. A. Fund in Decatur' 
County Above Quota. 

Decatur county did not slack when I v. 
Arn^-Yt0Maicin A° FuS^^e^tJtai Work Commenced for .Organiiation 

of War Emergency farm Bureau 

THE INCOME TAX. 

amount subscribed in the county be 
ing $6,346.55. Leon subscribed a 
total of $1,195.60, and those in 
charge bf the work are feeling pretty 
good over the result. . 

The following is a list of subscrip
tions by towns and townships: 
Leon High School .. ..$ 50.00 
Leon„teachers 30.00 

Leon grade schools . . . 30.00 
Fourteen $10.00 subscrip- * 

tions by High School 
boys 

3, nevee-been shown in Leon before and. -Jfames Baby After First Soldier Boy 
it is one of his best. This comedy — — - — 

V r, will be shown in addition to the iegu-

£ 

^ I  

J', lar program both afternoon and night 
."-k and the price will be 5 and 10 cents, 
i? plus one* cent war tax. Matinee at 3 

o'clock and first night show at 7:30. 

V- Jury Acquits Kelley of Yillisca Axe 
- * Murders. ' 

The jury in tlie second trial of 
v ReVrCyn (J. J. Kelley, charged with 

. the celebrated axe murders at Vil-
lisca several years ago, returned a 
verdict of "not guilty" Saturday eve-

' ^ ning at Red Oak, the verdict being 
reached on the first ballot. At tne 

- first' trial the jury disagreed, eleven 
> . being for acquittal and one for con-^ 

viction, and the murdetr mystery Is 
' as far from being solvfcd as ever. -

Leon 
Van Wert . . . 
Weldon . . . . 
Pleasanton .. 
LeRoy 
Woodland . . . 
Garden Grove 
Lamoni 
Grand River . . 
High Point . . 
Decatur 
Davis City . . . 
Center 
Eden 
Bioomington . . 

(On hand) . . . 

Total . . 

140.00 
945.00 
400.00 
493.00 
430 .00 

. 300.00 
S5.00 

1 , 0 8 2  . 0 0  
1,107 .70 

219.00 
, .180 ,50 

" 362.50 
. 247.00 

2 . 0 0  
2 0  . 0 0  
GS .00 

in Decatur County. 

153.50 

.$6,340.55 

Aged Hermit Found ' 1 H'ad in Hut. 

Adam Sliuerger, an old man about 
75 years of age, who had resided 
alone for /nany years in a little hut 
about five miles northwest of Deca
tur, was found dead in his bed last 
Saturdav morning, and had evidently 
been dead for three or four days. 
Mrs. A. N. Finkbone. a neighbor^ no
ticed Saturday morning that the 
luorses at the Sheurger place were 
running around as if they were in 
distress, and the Finkbone home be
ing released that-morning from be
ing quarantined, she went over to. 
the hut and looking in th- window 
saw the old man lying on las bed 
dead She gave the alarm and after 
the arrival of neighbors undertaker 
F S. Stewart went out and brought 
the body to his undertaking parlors 
in Leon and prepared it for burial, 
and stated that from appearances he 
had probably died some time Wed
nesday. But very^ little is known 
about'the old maivor his relatives, al-
thougn he had rfesided in this coun-
t-" for many years, being born in Il
linois. He had been suffering from 
heart disease for several years and 
had consulted Leon physicians, and 
this disease was what caused his 
death. A neice and her brother-in-
law. of St. Louis, Mo., arrived Mm-
day afternoon, and he was buried 
Tuesday in the Leon cemetery. 

Trying to Work Ui» More Interest in 
Dairying in Decatur County. 

J. P. Eves, representing the edu
cational department of the Iowa 
State Dairy Association, spent a 
Couple of^days in D«catur county 
last week in the hope of interesting 
the farmers of Decatur county in the 
dairy business, and while here made 
arrangements to ask the Chamber of 
Commerce to take the matter up at 
their next meeting and try and ar
range for a representation of farm
ers to attend a meeting some time in 
•lanuary, at which time a special 
dairy representative wolild come and 
explain the proposition in detail. De
catur countv is admirably fitted to 
make one of the best dairy counties 
in the state, as we have an abun^ 
dance of the finest pasture in tne 
world, and there is no part of f^rm 
business which will pay greater re
turns than that of dairying. 

Kxenintiok lioard Completes Work 
on Lust Call. 

The local board last week made 
their final disposition of the exemp
tion claims of the called men at the 
recent call for forty additional men. 
They had only three cases left to dis
pose of after our report last week, 
and they exempted George W. Cover-
dell of Grand River, and Henry Earl 
Petty of Woodland, and called Earl 
W. Riley of Decatur for service. No 

of Woodland 
... *..ley of Decatu. _ 
orders have been received to ̂ send 
any more men to Camp Dodge, but it 
was reported last week that 1 per 
cent would be called December 1st, 
which would require two men to go 
from Decatur county, and it is rum
ored that the balance of the first call 
would not be callea before February 
on account of a shortage of over
coats, and the government does not 
want the men sent until they have 
plenty of warm clothing for them. 

Bad Auto Accident near Plpasanton. 

Ott Roland had a bad auto acci
dent on the Ocean Wave Trail east 
of Pleasanton last Sundav. While 
coasting down a steep hill he collid
ed with a calf which fan into the 
road and the car went into a ditch, 
overturning and injuring all of the 
occupants. Mr. Roland had his leg 
broken in three places, Mrs. Roland 
was badly bruised and U is feared in
jured internally, and their little son, 
Lennie, escaped with some severe 
bruises. Frank McClain who was 
riding with them had his shoulder in
jured and otherwise bruised. The 
car was considerably damaged. 

Football Game Today. ; > 

The annual Thanksgiving football 
game between the Leon and Lamoni 
High Schools will be played at Leon 
today at 3 p. m. Thq Lamoni team 
did not loom un very strong early in 
the season, but lately they have Been 
going fine. They have developed a 
strong back field. Last Friday th<;y 
defeated the strong Princeton team 
33 to 0. Tttfe Leon-Princeton score 
was 14 to 12. 

to Fall in France. 

A bouncing son was born last week 
to Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Smith, of 
east of Leon, at the home of her par
ents, Mr. and Mrs. . W. C. Gibson, 
near Garden Grove, and the young
ster has been honored bv being nam
ed Merle Hay Gibson, in honor of the 
first Iojsa soldier boy to fall over in 
France. » 

Coi^don Defeats Leon. 

Last Friday the Leon High School 
football team met its first defeat of 
the season on the Corydon grounds, 

.by the score of 6 to 0. The game 
was very close,- our boys missing a 
touchdown hy a very close margin 
on several occasions. 

A canvass of Decatur county is be
ing made by Fred Wooley, assisted 
by a special agent from the exten
sion department of tlie State College 
at Ames, for the purpose of securing 
the required 200'signers among the 
farmers of Decatur county, in which 
case the government will pay for the 
expense of a county agent up to 
$1,800 a year. The government is 
n'ery anxious to have a bureau estab
lished in every county in the United 
States as a war measure. Wayne 
county has already been organized, 
lit making the canvass in Decatur 
county Mr. Wooley and others inter
ested find 'that the real purpose of 
the work is not understooxl by. a good 
many farmers, and farmers have ex
pressed the sentiment that they did 
not want a young college graduate to 
come here to tell them how to farm. 
That is not the idea at all. The 
county agent does not attempt to tell 
you how to farm, but he acts as the 
business agent of the farmers, and 
wherever the plan has been tried out 
it has proven successful, in some of 
the townships it has been easy to se-
sure members, while it is hard work 
in pthers. But those at the head of 
the enterprise are not going to give 
up until they have secured the re-
puired number and organized a farm 
bureau in Decatur county. The fol
lowing letter will explain tlie purpose 
and source of the organization. 
"Read it carefully, and when you are 
asked to become a member do not 
hesitate to sign your iiame:. 
Iowa State College of Agriculture 

and Mechanic Arts. 
Agricultural Extension Dept. 

Ames, Iowa, Nav. 22, 1917. 
To Members of the Extension De

partment: 
According to one of our organizers 

there appears to be a question mark 
in the minds of some of the good peo
ple of Iowa as to whether the Farm 
Bureaus now being organized are a 
part of the government war program 
or whethef the Agricultural Exten
sion Department is just taking ad
vantage of a good opportunity to get 
the work done. 

In order that you may be it} a po
sition to dispel any doubts on this 
point I desire to call your attention to 
the fact that 7 per cent of the money 
spent for extension work in Iowa 
(not counting money raised locally) 
is coming from the federal treasury, 
or in other words, seventy-fjfve cents 
out of every dollar. 

The National Government lias des.-.. 
ignated the Agricultural Extension 
Department as its official representa
tive in the Food Production Camj 
paign in this state. 

The first two sentences of the law-., 
appropriating funds for Emergency. 
Extension work and which governs 
the majority of our funds reads as 
follows: 

"An Act to. provide further for the 
national security and defence by 
stimulating agrionlture and facilitat
ing the distribution of agricultural 
products. 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress 
assembled, 

"That for the purpose of more ef
fectually providing for the national 
security and defense and carrying on 
the war wiTTi Germany by gathering 
authoritative information concerning 
the food supply, by increasing pro
duction, by preventing waste of the 
food supply, by regulating the distri
bution thereof, and by such other 
means and methods as are hereinaf
ter provided, the powers authorities, 
duties, obligations, and prohibitions 
herinafter set forth are conferred 
and prescribed." - f 

Our entire Extension Department 
is now engagedi in carrying out the 
government food production and 
food conservation program which is 
a national defense program and so 
considered by the National Govern
ment. 

I believe the time has come when 
we should place increasing emphasis 
on the fact, that the work we are do
ing is being done in order to win 
our war with Germany. The' people 
that we are, working with, have a 
right to know this and t believe ;t\ 
will further our work to let them 
know it. it will also help to offset 
antagonism and prejudices to our 
work prompted by disloyal people. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) R. K. BLISS, 

Director. 

Kvery Person With Yearly Income 
Over #1,000 to Make Report. 

Every Decatur county individual 
whose annual income ip in excess of 
71,000 must make a written return 
to the United States between Janu
ary 1 and March 1 of 1918, for tlie 
year of 1917, and thereafter a/re
port for each year must be made so 
long as the present Jaw is in effect. 

The new law is applicable to in
comes in 1917 and the first report 
must be made next January and not 
later than March) for the year of 
1917. Failure to make a report 
subjects the offender to the imposi
tion of a maximum fine of $1,000 or 
a smaller amount as the discretion 
of the federal court may direct. • 

All married persons are entitled 
to an exemption of $2,000 and will 
pay taxes on income funds in excess 
of that amount, while single men 
are taxed on sums in excess of $1,000 
but everyone with ah income of 
more than $1,000 must make a re
port. / 

A single man must pay a normal 
tax of 2 per cent on income above 
?1,000. If the income, however, 
runs to high figures he must pay a 
larger per cent, regulated by the 
amount of the ijicome. A married 
man pays a normal tax of 2 per cent 
on income, above $2000, but if said 
income runs to high figures the tax 
grows. 

The one particular thing to re
member is that you must make out 
a statement between Januarv 1 and 
March 1 of next year, showing your 
income for the year 1917 and tax, 
if you owe any must be paid. This 
applies to everv one, farmers as well 
a§ merchants, doctors as well as law
yers, etc. • 
Business College to C«ive Course Here. 

V. H.i Bishop of the United Busi
ness Institutes, lieau office\ Des 
Moines, Iowa, is in Leon this week 
interviewing young men and women 
who are interested in obtaining sten
ographic or commcrcial positions. 
Thousands of young men die enlist
ing, leaving their positions in banks, 
offices, etc., which leaves nearly ev
ery firm short of help. — The U. S. 
government has been advertising for 
stenographers and clerks for months. 
Mr. Bishop is looking for competent 
and bright young women and men, 
under'2} and over 31, to fill these 
placss. Beginners as well as those 
of experience can applv If beginners 
are ambitious and are willing to 
work hard, the association will send 
typewriters and lessons to their 
homes and supervise work until each 
one is ready for a position. A small 
charge will be made for this instruc
tion. The employment and placing 
positions is FREE to P11. The asso
ciation has a list of many positions 
paying beginners as high as $73.00 
io $9t).00 a month with fine oppor
tunities for promotion. Civil ser
vice positions pay $900.00 to 

.•UBOO.OO-per. annum to start, 
^•i^onng women., this is a patriotic 
service as well as an opportunity of a 
life time, recommended by bankers, 
ministers, colleges and business men. 
If you cannot go to the front, enlist 
as a- business worker. There must 
be no slackers now. Circulars and 
full information about the Leon In
stitute will be mailed to all who will 
send name to United Business Insti
tute. Des Moines, Iowa, or address 
V. H. Bishop, Leon, Iowa. 

Center Township Declamatory Con
test. 

The annual declamatory, singing 
and spelling contest, of Center town
ship, was held Friday, November 23. 
All contestants gave their parts well. 

Following are the awards: 
Declamatory— 

First—"Mrfry Carley" by Eliza
beth Muck—Crown school, i 

Second—"Aunt Elnora's Hero,' 
by Irene Snyder—Crown school. 

Third—"Our Babv," by Florence 
Eivins—South White Oak. 
Singing— . . 

First—"Grandfather's Clock, by 
South White Oak school. 

Second—"America First," by 
Crown school." 

Third—"The Choo Choo Car. by 
Sunny Side school. 
Spelling— 

First—Pearl Gittinger, of Sunny 
Side. „ , 

Second—Eva Baker, ot South 
White Oak. 

Third—Lowell Goodman, of South 
White Oak. 

Auto Turned Over With Young Liid 

Friday morning as Miss Lou Sears? 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sears, 
was driving to their home north of 
Leon, a radius rod broke on her car 
when near the home of C. W. Hoff
man, and the car turned turtle, 
throwing her out of the car on the 
hard road. The accident' was wit
nessed by Leo Hoffman who ran_ to 
her assistance, and found her lying 
on the ground in a dazed c9ndition, 
having been very badly bruised and 
shocked by the fall. She was taken 
to her home nearby and given medi
cal atention, oeing confined to her 
bed for several Jlays, lj,ut is now 
able to be around the house. 

Revival Meetings at Brethren Church. 

A series of revival meetings which 
will extend for several weeks, open
ed at the Leon Brethren chruch last 
evening, tinder Evangelist N. W. 
Jennings, the celebrated Virginia 
evangelist, who will be assisted by 
the local pastor, Rev. G. T. Ronk. 
Evangelist Jennings has a reputation 
as one of the most successful evan
gelists in the country, a powerful 

- .speaker, and the series of meetings 
at Leon will no doubt result in great 
good. A cordial invitation to every
one to attend. ; i 

Chicken Drought Over $9.00^. ,' 
— -* • • 

Mrs. Harry Statzell, Mrs. C. M. 
Akes, Mrs. Aaron Goodman. Mrs. 
Fred Marvin and Mrs. Matt Pullen 
entertained a :•..»<»- lady 
friends at a Kensiuiiiou at the li
brary last Thursday afternoon, and 
all enjoyed a fine time. During the. 
afternoon a chicken which was pre
pared but not used, was sold and re
sold at auction, . and the total 
amounts realized from it was some
thing SVer $9.00 which was donated 
to the-Red Cross chapter. 

TWENTYFIVE YEARS AGO AT THE II>Li: HOUIt. 

Clara Kimball Young is the Thanks
giving; Day Attraction, and a. 

Dig Program for tlie Week. Items Taken fron the files of The! ,5i« »'«og.am tw the week. * 
Reporter Published a Quarter | ,-The attraction.today, Thanksgiving 

,  'day,  i s  Clara Kimball Young in theffis^ J i 
ot a Century Ago. greatest picture she has ever made, ^ 

"The Price She Paid." This was re 
Mr. John 

Springs, Kansas 
NJohnson, ' of Baxter' lea?e<} .fo.r exhibition, only recently, 
ts mil mio« it'mnjp and this is the first time it has been 
' rnfnisvniV Mn W?r^ shown In this part of the state. ̂  A Stallsworth, of Cainebville, Mo., were V!!,J)fV, • . ® 

married at the clerk's nfr'ir>c> in this* Special matinee this afternoon at 
o'clock and first night show at 7:30. > 
The admission for botli afternoon ">0 
and night will be 9 cents for children 
and one cent war tax and 13 cents 
and two cents war tax for adults. :0 

The attraction tomorrcl.v, Friday, ;>S|. . 

J. A. Mcintosh Decides to go to a 
Strictly Cash Business. 

Beginning with January 1, 1918, 
we have decided to discontinue run
ning accounts in this store and sell 
for cash only. We feel that the 
times and conditions require this 
change and that it will be mutually 
good for you and ine. We can give 
you so much better advantages in 
this change over the old system and 
if we detid€ to return to the old sys
tem We shall tell you so in the col
umns of this paper. 

Accordingly we are asking that 
all who owe us come in by January 
1, 1918, and pay up the old accounts 
and get square s<f you will feel like 
continuing business at • this place 
during the new year. 

J. A. Mcintosh 
» "The Square Dealer," 

Leon, Iowa. 
Wells Poisoned at Humeston 

The wells of M. A. Scovel anti Mrs. 
A. N. Ricket were poisoned Monday 
night with Paris green. The cause 
of the rash act is not known. 

The poison' was discovered at the 
Scovel home about 9 o'clock Monday 
evening when Mrs. Scovel went to 
the well to get aTrucket of water. 
Russell and Howard Windsor, sons 
of W. H. Windsor, found the Paris 
green on the Ricket pump yesterday 
morning, when they took their cows 
to the well. Mr. Windsor has a pas
ture near the Ricket place and gets 
water for his stock from this well. 
—Humeston New Era. J 
Mrs. Win. VanNostrand Died Tues-

/* day Evening. 
Mrs. Wm. VanNostrand, one of the 

oldest residents of Leon, passed away 
at her-4iome in north Leon Tuesday 
evening about 9 otlock, having been 
falling-for several weeks. Arrange
ments for her funeral had not been 
mad$ at the time The Reporter went 
to press; waiting for the' arrival of 
her son, Henry VanNostrand, of 
Cheyenne, Wyoming and other rela
tives, but will. probably be held on 
Friday. . ; . _ ; " 

married at the clerk's office in tliia» 
city Saturday morning by Rev. W. 
G. Hohanshelt. 

I The suit of Curren Gentry vs. De
catur County, tried at Alt. Ayr last 
, week resulted in a verdict against 
1 Gentry for the costs in the ' case, x«r;il4„ - -. .•••** * 
some $200 or $300. This was tlie r," , 3 ™ * i » illiams 

! suit brought to recover the value of ,^e l0 .• Ma, .'e5 ' ,a ?.»a" ; 
!a horse which was crowded oft' a iVvo/fiv ^ 

bridge west of Leon and killed,! ^ llliams is debeivedly popular * 
while some parties were racing. i with Leon theatre goers «nd a large > -* , » 

The owner of the cold watch , csowd is always out to see hei. This 
which was found with the highway-! 
man recently shot and captured! wn,Dhf r J 1 n 
here, has been found. On the Fri- HaA™ Hn»n? 8 ^ 
day night previous to the Sunday 
when Grant Wakefield was held up 
west of town, two men held up Wal
ter A. Carpenter just north of Ot
tumwa, and took his gold watch and 
a small sum of money. The robbers 
also held up J;wo other men a lew 
miles farther on the same road a 
couple of hours later. Air. Carpen
ter has fully identified the watch, 
the initials W. A. C. which were en
graved on the inside of the case be
ing his own, and is positive that the 
fellow in jail is one of the fellows 
who robbed him. The robber 
claimed here at the time of his ar
rest that liis name was Francis 
Cross and that the initials on the 
watch were those of his father. 
Every statement made by him has 
been proven false, and if he does 
not get a term in the penitentiary 
there will be several officers'waiting 
with warrants from other places for 
him. 

A daughter was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. D E. Gatchell on November 
27th. 

Mr. C. W. Beck and Airs. Ellen 
Edmiston were married on Thanks
giving night by Alayor Marion 
Woodard. , 

Dr. H. R. Layton departed Fri
day for Indian Territory, where he 
will poin a party of hunters and en
joy a two weeks hunt in the moun
tains. We will expect sojne tall old 
game stories when £)r. comes home. 

Frank Garrett came home from 
Kirvin, Kansas, Friday. He has 
been working out there for over" a 
year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Baker return
ed to Des Moines Friday after a 
visit at the home of Mr. and Mrs. F. 
D. Close in this city. 

Mr. Edward Chalmers Fitliian 
and Aliss Cora Anna Brooks were 
married at the home of the bride s 
sister, Mrs. Marion F. Stookey, in 
this city yesterday doon, tha cere
mony being performed by Rev. W. G. 
Hohanshelt. They will make their 
homo in Omaha, Neb., where Air. 
Fitliian is engaged in business. 

Blue Sign, the famous pacer own-' 
ed by J. Hoffhines, arrived* home 
Saturday morning1 direct from Mont
gomery, Alabama, where he won tl\e 
last race of the season. The boys 
got up a little reception for the 
noble anjmal and went to the denot, 
headed bv the band, and escorted 
him up town. Dr. A. Brown acting 
as drum major, handling a twenty 
foot Alabama corn stalk with great 
dexterity, wl>ile C. E. Gardner and 
C. W. Hoffman marched on either 
side, as body guards. After the band 
came Blue Sign and his -room, Mike 
Kirwin, then his owner, J. Hoffhines, 
and draver, G. B. Daugherty. Blue 
Sign started the season with a rec
ord of 2:17%, arid comes 0 home 
witli the world's record of 2:08% 
made on a regulation track. Out of 
twelve races in which he started this 
year he won nine first money and 
one-third, the purses aggregated 
$11,200.  

No Stock Shipments Being Received 
On Itock Island. 

one cent war tax additional. 
House Peters and .Myrtle Stedman 7^ : 

come Monday to the Idle Hour in the; : 

Paramount picture, "As Men Love." r '»": ;; 
This is a very strong production, and ; S ' 
i3 of the type that pleases everyone^ . 
This clever pair are always good and ' J 
the production, "As Men Love" will ^ 
please everyone. It is one of Para- ^ 
mount's best productions. Tlie ad- W t 
mission will be 5 and 10 cents with 
one cent war tax additional. h ; 

Wednesday, December 5th, Earle ' / '> 
Williams,- the handsome Vitagraph ; i 
star, conies to the Idle Hour in "The ^ • 
Hawk," a Vitagraph Blue Ribbon ; 

feature that is taking the country by 
storm. Earle Williams is one of the VKi 
screen's greatest actors and life al- ; 
ways draws a large audience at the - - ; 
Idle Hour where his pictures arev 
s h o w n  e x c l u s i v e l y .  " T h e  H a w k "  i s .  ?  
one of the very best features in which $ 
Air. Williams nas appeared this year. 
The admission will be 5 and 10 cents 
with owe cent war tax additional.* 

Letter From A. B. Owen. 

Willow Springs, AIo., 11-28-17. I 
Editor Reporter—I notice several 

letters ia recent issues of your paper \ 
from different parties living away In 
regard to the slackers of Decatur 
county and I was quite surprise at 

/•Some of the statements made. Yet I 
have noticed from reports you have ^ 
published that Decatur county is 
away in the rear both in furnishing 
soldiers and buying Liberty Bonds. : 
There seems to be such a large per 
cent of those drawn exempted on ac
count ofv dependents 1 did got know . 
that so many were so poor in Deca
tur county. Of course we feel some- . 
what elated over the fact that our 
county, Howell, has the distinction . 
of being one out of three in the << 
state and one out of only twelve in ' . 
the nation to furnish its entire quota 
of volunteers, having furnished two ., • 
companies from the county and 
bought more Liberty Bonds than any 
county of equal population in the 
state and over-subscribed the Y:_Rf~ 
C. A. allotment more than three ' 
times. I sincerely hope Decatur will 
wake up to the situation and yet 
come out of it. 

I enclose $2.00; please credit my ' 
subscription. 

Respectfully yours, 
A. B. Owen. 

McKibben—Wiit.sabaugh. * V 

The marriage of Aliss Harriett 
McKibben and Elbert Harry Watsa- -
baugh was solemnized in the study 
of the First M. E. church in Des 
Moines at 1:30 last Wednesday aft
ernoon. The Rev. Matthews per-
formed the ceremony. They were at
tended by his brother, Roy Watsa- ^ 
baugh and wife, qt' Center Point. 

The briTle is a daughter of Mr. and 
Airs. F. T. AIcKibben, a graduate of ' 
the Humeston High school, and is a. „ > 
young lady who is held in the high- -. ; 
est esteem by all who know her. N ~ 
The bridegroom is a son of Mr. and 
Airs. P. C. Watsabaugh, a graduate 
of Ames, and a young man of splen- . S 
did ability. ' | 

Following the wedding, they visit- *•:, 
ed in Ames and Center Point, return- <• 
ing home Saturday. They will be at a 
home after "March first at Glenhurst * •, 
farm, and they have the best wishes --5 
of many friends.—Humeston New 
Era. . • 

(iospel Team Meeting. •- * | 

The meeting Sunday will be held , 
at the Brethren church at 3 n. m. t 
Brother Frank Garber was chosen i'.i 
as leader of the meeting. Gome out 

*-£ ! 

Station agents along the Rock Is
land railroad last week received or
ders to receive no live stock for ship
ments after midnight on Monday of 
this week, the government having or
dered the Rock Island to stop ship
ment of live Stock from all local 
points so that t)ie stock cars could 
be used in transporting the cattle 
from the drouth stricken districts in 
Texas to places where they could 
get feed. From 150 to 250 counties 
in Texas, it is estimated have ov^r 
2,000,000 head of cattle without j"" |"„p„"what Brother "Garber han^'iF feed, and it. is necessary to move the • see what Biotner oainer nas.^f 
cattle ta other points with the least!101 * ______________ „ V 
possible delay. How long this order . > £; 
will be effective is not known, but it !»•#*•*** ******* -
is estimated that it will be at least * $2.00 AFTER JANUARY 1, 1018 
two weeks. 

Army Trucks Pass Through Leon. 
Owing to tlie excessive in« 

crease in every item connected *1®) 
with the publication of a news* 
paper, the subscription price of * ' 
THE LEON REPORTER will be 

Last Thursday evening three big 
army trucks with machine gun tur
rets, and a supply truck, with thir- • advanced to $2.00 per year, on 
teen men in the party, passed through * and after January J, 1018. We * 
Leon They stated they were en- * have tried in every conceivable * 
route* west from the Atlantic coast^ * way to avoid increasing the ,sul>. * 
their destination being unknowtf, * scription price of Tlrf Reporter, * 
and that they had been five weeks on * but we cannot make ends meet * 
the road, but had made good time, * at the old price of 91.50 per * 
fording creeks and going over some • year. Practically all of the daily * 
bad roads. Another bunch of army * papers have doubled tlieir sub> * 
trucks passed through Leon Monday, * scription price, and while we * 
but the men in charge were under * are making an increase of 50 * 
orders not to give out any informa- * cents per year, this increase will *• 
tlon. 

An Ode to Decatur County* 

I * not come anywhere near meet* 
I * ing the added expenses of the 
j * business, and we do not believe 
* that our readers want or expert 

< * as to lose money in publishing 
* The Reporter. We are going to Reporter. 
* give all subscribers the oppor-
* tunity of renewing at the old rate 
* of 91.50 per year, at any time 

On the clay hills of old Decatur, j 
Where the slacker seems to thrive, 1 
Where manure spreaders are more 

valued •. 
Than our soldier boys' lives, I . _ . 
Where there are more exemptions | * before the first of the new year. 
In proportion to the call, * ?*"> Jon can renew for any .per-
Where they're short on nerve and * iod not exceeding two yean from * 

money JftD* 1918) ID6 PAt0> j j 
And long on gas and gall, 1 * But please remember that the * 
Where U. S. Bonds seem worthless, * 92.00 rate goes into effect on *-> 

* Jan. 1st, and on and after that * 
j * date, the price wfll he 92.00 ty 

1/1 

* everyone." Renew your pape# * 
i * before Jan. 1st, and please don't * 

Where the money's in their sock' 
On the clay hills of Defatur 
Sets the slacker/with his knock. 

f i * ask ns to accept the'old rate of * 
Exempted as Government Employe. £ * 

in the list of exemptions publish^ • gepSJ*®** is worth every eeftof • 
ed last week we stated that Forest * 92.00 a year, compared with the * 
Colet 
jon the 
this wa= nu cuui ,  "•«  w—f-  A  i :  r~".  — _ — 
ed on the ground that he wa»a gov- # jjg — 
ernment employe, a third class post- • tlie old rate. K to *P to 
master, being the postmaster at 
Grand River, and as such was ex- cent* • year, 
ei^pted from the draft 

whether you want- to save the * 
* 50 cents • year. • 
* * * * * * * « » • * » • • «  

lr* - 'rvnv«K_ 

^ r^.v' ^ '• ' ••v " '. C \ 
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