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Prom Pvt. diaries A. Blddison. 

i^i Somewhere in France, ' 
i , , Oct. 9, 1918. 

My Dear Wife: Will write you a 
few lines this evening. Am feeling 
fine and enjoying good health and 
hope this finds you and baby the 
Same. Monday we went on a little 
hike out in the country, had a fine 
time. My, how I wish you could 
see some of the sights here in 
Trance. There are lots of interest­
ing things most every where a fel­
low goes. We came to a place that 
at first looked like the foundation 
of an old ruins but when closer ex­
amination we found it part of a 
ridge in and on which the sides had 
been cut straight with about three 
tunnels running through it, which 
-were used for roads and running off 
the roads were several caves extend­
ing far back in the hills, which 
.were used for the growing of mush-
roons. If I could find some one to 
cook them for me like Aunt Lettie 
could, I sure.would like a meal or 
two of them. We still find a great 
many blackberries growing along the 
roads. From the middle road we 
went down to the valley road and 
up the valley along a high bluff 
wh where we could see lots more caves. 
The valley is very fertile. We saw 
lots of women working in the fields, 
some of them pitching hay on the 
wagons or carts, also saw how a 
great many French women do their 
washing The American women are 
sure lucky. The French woman 
takes her soiled clothes down to the 
creek or some wash Shed; they wash 
in cold water with but little soap, as 
soap is not so very plentiful. They 
don t have any wash boards or wash­
ing machines but rub them on the 
flat side of a large rock pr use a 
scrub brush like The soldiers do. 
They ask me 30 ce.its for a bar of 
soap not as large as a bar of-
Naptha, probably not as good. From 
the middle road one could get a 
great view of the valley. Then I 
wished you and baby could be here 
and we had a Ford and travel 
around awhile- and see the country. 
"France looks just about like I 
thought it would look from what 1 
have read about it in history. 1 
find the French people very interest- i 
ing and I only wish I could talk * 

-French, though each day a fellow 
nt\ A li+tlrv Af it whir 
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our dear home and loved faces 
my presence again." Have fait- — 
the dear Lord dear folks and I am 
sure he will watch over us and if it 
to be why we will - be marching 
home in victory -and peace for man­
kind. Dear mother we sure are get­
ting the very best of treatment here 
in the hospitals. They are just ~~ 
nice as they can be. We are in 
very pretty town away from t 
noise of the battle front. The 
American Red Cross is one of the 
greatest and best organizations 
America ever produced. We sick 
ones were presented with a Red 
Cross package of very useful things. 
I received a writing tablet, * tooth 
brush and paste, box of dates and 
raisins, package of gum, box of 
chocolate, two handkerchiefs, a pen­
cil, etc. Wasn't that lovely though. 
Yes, and they give us tobacco to 
run us. Now 1 would love to be 
with you to spend your birthday and 
anniversary. 1 wiph 1 could send 
you something foi* tliat great day 
when mother and father, joined 
hands in marriage which meant so 
much to you. Just think here it 
has been now close on to thirty 
years when that great day came 
about. I will say bye-bye (au re 
voin) for now, hoping to receive a 
reply very soon. 1 remain with the 
best there is in me with lots of love 
and kisses. Your loving son, 

Dave Ale Harness. 

France, Oct. 14, 1918. 
My Dear Ones at Home, One and 

All: This is Monday evening and 
1 feel oh, so lonesome, so will try 
to do some writing. 1 am getting 
along all o. k. and am still in the 
land of the living. I do hope you 
are all well so that when 1 come 
home we will certainly have a very 
happy reunion, won't we dear folks? 
Gee, the stage of the war looks very, 
very much like peace and we are all 
talking very much about it. We 
even are standing around in bunch­
es asking one another which boat 
we are going to embark on. Does­
n't that sound very good? Believe 
me, we went through some battle. 
It will be the gossip for idle tongues 
to talk over for many a year. 1 do 
not know how the papers read which 
you get over there, but we pet our 
papers over here just a day old as 
they are printed in Paris and reach 
us very quick behind the front. W e 

- . .c.c know what war is now and wo will 
travel appreciate peace. 1 know the Lord 
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was good to me for keeping harm 
from Tny door. I do feel so sorry 

.  for the poor boys who did get wound-
1 ed and also the dead. I pray the 

v ma-iwi- Lord has forgiven them of their 
could talk sins as they had to sacrifice their 
co  •• lives and that willingly. My, you 

should have seen the dear boys wade picks up a little of it which helps 
out a good deal in getting around, 
learning the value ofHhcir money is 
the first tiling for a fellow to dp. 
I am getting that down pretty fair 
already. Last night I went down 
town. We had a good time as one 
could expect to have. Bought sev­
eral things for some of the boys who 
did not yet have their good conduct 
cards, the rest of the boys found the 
place where we got the chocolate. 
The last time we were down when I 
got there they were sold out so 1 
proceeded to scout around and find 
another place which I did without 
much trouble, getting all I wanted 
for myself and the boys. Figs are 
plentiful, also grapes and wine 
•How are all the folks making it. 
What wouldn't 1 give to see my lit­
tle girl and her mother. Things 
sure look mighty promising at the 
present and hope I can be with you 
by this time next year. I guess again, u i=> r~"V "V"""three 
they are still looking for our equip- has not  rained much. 1 got tin ee 
ment, hope it will hurry up and letters from you the othei d. y and 
come so we can get down to some was sure glad to get those lmtui e^. 
wo™k that is interesting to me. I Tell Lena she was some lookei in 
am SDending a good deal of my my clothes. I knew those gray 
time heading so I won't be behind trousers. The pictures ,,wfre

r,a,fi! 
•when we do get started again. Will | good but papa looked _awful daik 
close for tonight, lovingly. 

Pvt. Charles A. Blddison. 
Co. C, 3 corp. Art Park, 

O; and T. C. No. 5 1. A., 
American Exp. Forces. 

biiuuiu utnc -3WU y-v .  r. 
through shell and maclnne-gun hie, 
so wonderful. They have done 
their bit. 1 feel somewhat ot a 
slacker as 1 am a cook, but 1 went 
up with the boys though. They fell 
around about me, one of the worst 
things to contend with was that 
much feared of thing in other words 
—gas. It lias such an awtul effect 
on the system. Give my love to all. 
I am your loving son, 

David B. Mo Harness. 
Co. D, 140th U. S. Infantry. 

American Exp. Forces. 

From Harry Finkbone. 

Somewhere in France. 
Dear Mamma: Hello, mamma, how 

are you and papa and Sis? 1 am 
getting along line and dandy I had 
a spell of la grippe and a bad told 
but got over that and am ieeling fine 

It is awful cloudy today but 

From ffm, 11. Campbell. 

Well, I suppose Mr. Tyler's are out 
there by this time. Say the 'jogs 
done pretty well didn t they. lell 
papa 1 said to have a time on my 
hog money because 1 don t need it, 
ha ha Say 1 had the crystal broke 
on my watch for didn't suppose 
would ever get it fixed and I bought 
another one for 50 francs and got 

:  'my old one fixed up the other da> Oct. 27, 1 91 8. 
Dear Brother, Sister- f"d All: |  my U1" ["thought twb 

Will drop you a few lines tg let you and then J. a ^ many  go  ,  so ld  

S?V r c e l mSnol,°e' It1 sure is a j  the one I  bought tod, 

SSS papâ are bS"' a.? ™ch iô eT̂ ' 

v"earSy £*»."S?" Â aSmon "So,y| s 
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been reading my letters in The Re 
porter was the way he found out 
where I was at. It sure did seem 
good to talk, with some °?e trom 
your own community.^ He is on the 
Connecticut. Our ship has been in 
dry docks the last week but will pull 
out Monday morning at 7 o clock 
I will sure be glad for there is no 
water on the ship when it is in dry 
dock and we have to go out on the 
dock to wash or take a bath. You 
said Dale Scott was on the same 
ship with me. I sure would like to 
see him. Do you know how long he 
will be home. I would like to see 
that red headed girl of yours that 
vou have been doing so much writ­
ing about. Well one can sure be­
gin to see the effects of the war 
here in Philadelphia, for so many of 
the boys are coming back crippled 
in all ways. They also have several 
large German guns here that they 
have captured that are very interest­
ing to look at. When I was over to 
New York I saw almost everything 
that the Germans used in warfare. 
Teil Mrs. Jake Green that one of 
her cousins is on the same ship that 
I am. His name is Jennings. He 
said it had been about ten years 
since he had seen her. He lives at 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Whatdnlyou 
think of the picture of the ship? 
Tell father I sure would like to see 
his fine car load of fat hogs. He 
surely has taken good care of them 
to have them so large. I guess I 
told you I bought a Liberty Bond. 
It will come to the folks as I had .t 
sent to them. Tell James I said 
heUo and that I sure would like to 
see him. I don't suppose I will 
know him. I suppose Lawrence 
feels like "a man now since he has 
been running the gang plow Say, 
send me Webbie Vanderflute s ad­
dress as I have lost his letter. Well 
you women can talk about setting 
vour washing out early but I had 
my washing, all done and dried the 
other morning by six o clock. We 
firemen dry our clothes on the rail­
ing above the fire room so it doesnt 

y;rto
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From Dave McHarness. 

Somewhere in France, • 
Oct. 10, 1918. 

My Dear Folks: Here it is now 
away up in October and the winter 

v"* will be setting in before very long. 
I wonder where we will be this win­
ter in a good warm place I hope. I 
am'in the hospitil at present—-con­

valescent—nothing serious, just plain 
v sickness. I am hopeing to be with 
" the company before long. I do hope 

you are all well and trying to be 
jSppy as I am trving to be happy 
KS patient and waiting and waufc-
Ing for the time when I may lighten 

that Is all. Beer is a franc or 20 
cents a quart. Say 1 ought to get 
fat drinking beer and having p enty 
to eat. We had bacon, mashed po­
tatoes, onions, bread, pudding and 
light bread for dinner. The only 
niace you get me bested is on fried 
chicken 1 don't like to have you 
talk about that because we don, t 
get any of that here. Some of the 
boys talked of frying some that are 
running around here but I d°nJ; 
think they have. Well all the boys 
are well that , you know. Llovd 
Bright from Lineville, left for offic­
er's training school about a week 
ago. Three days from today is 
Lena's birthday so you know when 
this letter was written. lell ner i 
would like to be there and give her 
a whipping Say I have not receiv­
ed any of those papers but got three 
letters from you the other, day and 
one from G-. B. I got six letteis 
from you and Lena and four from 
Gladys B. and one from Irene Bear 
about a week ago. Well I will nave 
to close and go to supper, so good 
bye from your loving son with lo\e 
and best regards to all, 

Harry Finkbone. 

Dea'r Mama: Hello, how are you 
and all the rest of the family- I 
am well except have a little cold 
You know that is nothing unusual 
for me. Well it is pretty cold to-
dav as I have my overcoat on. We 
had a frost the other night and you 
know I am always froze up i*"er the 
first frost. Say I got four letters 
from you folks today. . Say, I stm 
nose you folks and Gertie s had quite 
a time Say the old lady here where 
I stay came in here. I am using a 
bie box for a writing desk. She 
jafbers around a lot. I could not 
tell whether she wanted me to use 
it or not so I just quit until she 
went out. Say I bet you are glad 
that you are going to move, or will 
be moved by the time y°u,. ̂  $ 
letter I know I would be tickled if 
I could only be there. Say I would 
like • to have one of those chickens 
fried you sold. They are sure pret­
ty high here but I believe I could 
stand a dollar on one of them. The 
old lady here where we boys stay, 
gave us some fried cakes with but­
ter on them awhile ago. .. It sure 
tasted fine. I have a cup or two of 
milk every day; it sure is fine. I 
just h<*r4 a fellow gd by with 
sleigh bells on his harness. It made 
me think of Christmas and snow 
back home, \vell I must close. Be 
sure and tell papa to write too be­
cause I would like to hear from him. 
I remain your" loving son, 

Harry Finkbone. 

Oct. 2, 1918. 
Dear Sis: Hello, sis, how are 

you, papa and mama? I ain one ex­
cept a little cold as usual. Carroll 
Camp fell jouf of the hay _ mow 

" j,-' 

W>: sgT" '^IfjpfpsX'AX LEVIES FOR THE YEAR 1918 
Consolidated Levies. 

Mills 

Pauper 

County Bond 2.28 

State Insane 1-6 

County School J-

State 6-25 

Capitol Extension. 17 

County 6-

Bridge. . . 

County Road 1 • 

A County Poll Tax of 50 cents on 

age and a tax og $1.00 on each male or spayed female dog and $3.00 on 

each female dog. 

Mills 

2 

Total... . 25.3 

each male persan over 21 years of 
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Five mill levy in agricultural lands in tracts over ten a c r e s  i n s i d e  c o r p o r a t i o n  l i m i t .  
A t t e s t :  

C. 1). OSCORN, 
A u d i t o r .  

L .  P .  I  A S T l N l . i S ,  
c h a i r m a n .  

a while back and hurt his back bnt 
is getting better now. >> el 1 it nas 
not been raining as it did week be­
fore last. It frosted last night oi 
the first time. Say Sis, your •"rth-
dav is two weeks from today, isn t 
it? I would have written sooner but 
have not been able to get any 
ins paper or envelops. I just bou^ni 
some of a French girl and I sure 
l-aid for it. But I don't care about 
that because 1 have plenty ot money 
and there is not much sto spend it 
for over here. I have something 
over 200 francs, about in our 
money. We are going to have a pay 
day in a day or two. two months 
nay The liist. one we have had 
since we left Dodge. All of the boys 
exi'^pt another kid and myselt ha\e 
been broke for a long time. 1 am 
sure glad you gave me my 
ore leaving Dodge. 1 was made hist 

,lass' private and I will now draw 
$39 a month. Well 1 viote p.ut o! 
this letter yesterday and l  

and linish it today. U el .1
n

f t  '  hnnfp 
I hear and know, we will be home 
before long. 1 don't suppose you 
care how soon either. \Vell >ou 
want to tell the girls back there that 
they don't need to worry about an> 
of these French girls kidnapping me 
at all I have not got on to their 
lingo yet. I just know how to li i) 
milk or what stuff I need. I don t 
try to talk to them anymore than 
possible. 1 wrote to you f .0Jk

q
s

nr ' ;  
week ago Sunday Say this is sure 
a nice sunshiny day. Say I just 
happened to notice a ' 
You know they wear dresses lit i,e 
until they are 10 or 12. 1 U bet the 
boys back there would laugh at 
them. 1 see a man standing on the 
orner with a cradle to cut srain 

with The tools and oxen they use 
around here look about like the time 
of the Civil war or earlier, well i 
must close, hoping to hear_ fr°ni.you 
folks soon or sooner. I remain al 

ays your loving son and brother, 
'  J  Harry Finkbone. 

Co. F, 351st Inf., \ .  P. O. 795, 
American Exp. Forces. 

From Irving W. Hendershot. 

Orders 
Zone of Ozone, 

September 30, 1918. 
From: Your Uncle Sam 
To: You, sailor 

SubjectV rPFourth Liberty Loan 
Reference: Paymaster 

(1). You are hereby ordered to 
buy a one-hundred dollar or fifty-
doflar Liberty Bond and otherwise 
do your damndest to boost the Lib­
ert" Loan drive on PauillacStation. 

(2). Proceed to Bldg^No. 1 and 
there dig down and come across. 
The yeomen will not refuse cash 

(3) Duty comnleted, proceed to 
your barracks, thinking of apres la 
guerre, the girl, etc., and say to 
yourself: "A 

Buy Directly. 

hitched to a two-wheel cart, but the 
richer class have horses and two-
wheel carts but as tuxes are so high 
the poor use oxen. They Keep the 
hcrs-e^, cattle, pigs and oxen in one 
end of the house and the family live 
In the other and eacli house has a 
manure pile in lront and 1 am tola 
that a peasant's wealth is judged by 
the size of his manure pile. Most 
all the peasants wear wooden shoes 
and it 's some racket they make go­
ing through the streets and tliev 
are sure backwoods about every­
thing. What are the boys doing, 
going to school I suppose.' When 1 
?ot your letters 1 felt 90 per cent 
better. Also got a letter troin Ralph 
Binning, glad to get it All the 
Ioxva bovs here had their pictures 
taken in a group and they are fine 
Would like to have one printed in 
the county paper. Don t torget to 
send that Christmas box as 1 don t 
believe I will get home now in time 
for Christmas. I am sending you a 
$50 Libertv Bond, also some papers 
which came from I he clouds. Gi ve 
them to some of the bovs Looks 
pretty discouraging here, hope the 
war will soon end. The Vanks iuue 
got them on the run now Tell Del 
and Alva to liurrv up or they will be 
too late for the big fight. Well 
mother news is mighty scarce with 
me Tell all the boys and girls 
hello and to write me and you and 
the boys shoot the letters over too 
as its a long way from home and I 
need them. Hoping you are well at 
home Willi much love and best 
wishes, as ever your son, 

Irving W. Hendershot. 
Seaman 2nd class, 

U. S. Naval Air Station. 
Pauillac, France, 7c -V V •• 

Pauillac, France, Oct. 11, 1 * _« 
My Dear Mother: Your letters 

received and was very glad to hear 
from you and to learn that yoursen 
and the boys wfre real well I am 
well and alright in every way It 
Iq rainine li6r© iiiid I £tni writing 
some letters to pass the timeaway. 
I got to see Harold Carey, Bumgard-
ner and a Scott. I tell you 
glad to see those boys from Leon, as 
ft was unexpected. I see Leighton 
Rhoades and Haven most every day. 
They are^ne fellows. We were just 
having a big talk about when we 
would all be back home and it is 
going to be a great day. France is 
a creat country. But no place like 
homTin the old U. S, A. It sure 
looks odd and interesting to watch 
the French peasants going to work. 
The* livein small villages, then go 
bade and forth to their little farms 
in the country. Nothing but old 
men and women. They drive oxen 

These Are Family Time-, 

and family ties and interests pervade 
everything. It is a time when the 
value of The Youth's Companion to 
the family is doubly appreciated. It 
serves ALL. every age, because 
youthfulness has nothing to do with 
years, and the paper appeals to the 
hopeful, the enthusiastic, those with 
ideals. The editorial page is tor 
full-fledged minds, and the family 
page, boys' page, girls l^ge and 
special features delight all^ hands. 
The Companion is a friend, a serv­
ants a story-teller, an informer, a 
physician and a humorist. _ It  not 
only stands for the best things but 
it furnishes them. The brightest, 
the surest and most trustworthy 
periodical—and known as such for 
over ninety years. The family fav­
orite in the homes that make Ameri­
ca what it is today. 

Although worth much more the 
paper is still $2.00 a year. 

Don't miss Grace Richmond s 
great serial, Anne Exeter, 10 chap­
ters, beginning December 12. 

The following special offer is made 
to new subscribers: .  " 

1. The Youth's Companion—52 
issues of 1919. .  .  , ,  r  .  

2. All the remaining weekly is­
sues of 1918. „ .  „ 

3. The Companion Home Calen­
dar for 1919. .  .  

All the above for only $2.00, or 
you may include 

4. McCall's Magazine—-12 fash­
ion numbers. All for onlv $2.50. 
The two magazines may be sent to 
separate addresses if desired. 

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION 
Commonwealth Ave. & St. Paul St., 

Boston, Mass. 
New Subscriptions received at this 

office. 
You only need Sanol Eczema Cure 

to get rid of those black heads, pim­
ples, rough bumpy skin. leaves 
skin smooth. Cures any case of Ec­
zema. Is pleasant to use. A trial 
will convince you. 50c. and f 1-00 at 
E. 'E. Bell S drug storey i» 

France was the first of the nations 
to make use of ambulances in war­
fare. • / 

Iowa Hero IndilVcrcnt to Home Town i 
Praise. 

' [ l i e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i a l  w r i t e u p  b y  j  
R a e  . U c R a e ,  r e f e r s  t o  a  n e p h e w  o i  j  
. M r s .  J a n e  S i m p s o n  o f  L e o n :  

K a r r a g u t .  I o w a ,  O c t .  2 ( > . — M a m  ,  
S t r e e t ,  f l a n k e d  b y  l o w  s t o r e  l n i i l u - 1  
i n g s ,  w i t h  a  r o w  o f  a u t o m o b i l e s  |  
p a r k e d  d o w n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  h a s  a  n e w  
c z a r .  

T h e  d a y  w h e n  C i v i l  w a r  v e t e i a n ,  
a  C h i c a g o  d r u m m e r ,  o r  a n  e l e c i i o n  
s p e e c i i m a k e r  c o u l d  h o l d  t h e  a t t e n ­
t i o n  o f  F a r r a g u t  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  p o - 1  
l i t i c a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p r o b l e m s  i s  j  
g o n e .  ;  

F l o v d  R o b e r t s  o t  C o m p a n y  L . ,  
1  O S I h *  l n f a n l t v ,  t h e  A - d o u b i e - l i n e s t  j  
b o v  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  h a s  c o m e  h o m e .  I  

' l i e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  b o y  f r o m  F a r r a g u t  j  

t o  c o m e  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  w a r .  .  j  
T h i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  h i m  i s  n o t  m i n e  ,  

n o r  F l o v d ' s  b u t  F a r r a g u t  s .  ' l ^ j  
t o w n  i s  a l m o s t  f i e r c e l y  p r o u d  o f  h i n i ,  
t h o u g h  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a r e  w r u n g  b y  I n s !  
loss. . .... i 

H i s  l e f t  a r m  i s  g o n e ,  t a k e n  o a  ,  
j u s t  a b o v e  t h e  e l b o w ,  G e r m a n  h i g b  
e x n l o s i v e s  d i d  i t .  

I  M s  h o m e - c o m i n g  w a s  a  t o t a l  s u i -
p r i s u  t o  h i s  m o t h e r .  S h e  k n e w  h e  
w a s  i n  A m e r i c a ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  |  
s e n t  h o m e  a s  " s e v e r e l y  w o u n d e d ,  i  
b u t  s h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t h a :  
m e a n t ,  F l o y d  n e v e r  t o l d  h e r .  |  

A f t e r  s e r u r i n g  a  3 < » - d a y  t u r l o u u i i  
f r o m  t h e  W a l t e r  R e i d  h o s p i t a l ,  a .  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  1 ) .  C . .  h e  h u r r i e d  h o m e .  

C l e o ,  h i s  t h r e e  y e a r  o l d  n c i c e ,  
w a s  t h e  l i r s t  t o  s p y  h i m  j  

S h e  h a d  n o t  s e e n  h e r  1  n e l e  H o \ d |  
s i n c e  s h e  w a s  a  m e r e  b a b y ,  b u t  s h e  >  
h a d  g r o w n  u p  w i t h  h i s  " i c t u r e  b e - 1  
f o r e  h e r  e y e s  a n d  h i s  n a m e  p r o u d l y  -
o n  h e r  l i p s .  .  

" F l o v d ' s  c o m i n ' , "  s h e  s c r e a m e d ,  
j u m p i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n ,  b u t  M o y d  s  

. m o t h e r  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  h e r  e a r s .  
W h e n  C l e o  f i n a l l y  d r a g g e d  h e r  t o  s  

i l i e  d o o r ,  a n d  s h e  s a w  h e r  s t a l w a r t  I  
s o n  s t r i d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  l a w n ,  h i s j  
f a c e  b e a m i n g — a n d  t h a t .  c m p . j  |  
s l e e v e — s h e  f e l l  i n  a  d e a d  l a i n t  e n  •  
t h e  g r a s s .  .  .  

F l o v d  p i c k e d  h e r  u p  w i t h  h i s  
s t r o n g  l  i g h t  a r m  a n d  c a r r i e d  h e r  i n ­
t o  t h e  h o u s e .  

A n d  f r o m  t h a t  t i m e  o n  y o u  k n o w  
w h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  a s  w e l l  a s  I .  

T l i e  k i t c h e n  s t o v e  w a s  h e a t e d  t o  
r e d  h o t  p i t c h  r i g h t  o f f ,  a n d  a  b a t c h  
o f  c l i e r r v  p i e s  s e t  t o  b a k i n g .  

The word went round in the semi-
magic manner that news travels in 
a community where everybody knows 
everybody else, and inside half an 
hour all Floyd's friends-—which is 
another way of saying the entire 
town of Farragut—dropped broom, 
hoe or dishcloth and flocked to the 
Roberts home. . „ _ 

About the time the welcoming re­
ception was at the height of its gay* 
ety, the guest of honor was found 
missing • 

Private Floyd Roberts, cherry pie 
in hand, had walked out the back 
door, paid a brief call at the barn 
where his Ford car had been housed 
since he left a year ago, and then 
rambled downtown. 

If he had to be fussed over, wh>, 
he much preferred men s hea^v 
congratulations to the crying, laugh­
ing, kissing crowd of well-meaning 
neighbor women and girls. 

But it was at this point that 
Private Floyd Roberts was handed 
a big surprise. ^ .  . . 

He had never realized before just 
how lonesome the old town was with 
all the boys gone, until he rambled 
down to his old haunts, and found 
them deserted. > 

The drug store, the restaurant, 
the depot—there were kids of 14, 
and elderly farmers, congregated 
there. .  

"The boys" were not there—they, 
were in France. 

After a week or so, he began to 
be homesick for his pals, and for 
the fighting. 

"There's more of me in Francfe 
than just my arm," he told me. "I 

t e l l  y o u  i t  s e e m s  f u n n y  n o t  t o  s e e  
t l i e  b o y s . "  .  

S o  n o w  F l o y d  s p e n d s  h i s .  e ^ .enings 
o n  t l i t 1  a r c e n  s e n t  i n  f r o n t  o i  (  a m p -
h e l l ' s  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e ,  a n d  p r o u d  t h e  
m a n  w h o  s i t s  b e s i d e  h i m  a n d  i n v e i g ­
l e s  h i m  i n t o  g i v i n g  t h e m  a n  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  b i g  w a r .  

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n  y > ! . ; t  h o w  
F a r r a g u t  f e e l s  a b o u t  F l o y d  R o b e r t s .  

T h e i r  v e r i t a b l e  a d o r a t i o n  o t  t h i s  
b o y  i n  b i s  t w e n t i e s ,  i s  b e y o n d  m y  
a n a l v s i s .  ,  .  . . .  

I t  i s n ' t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  t h e i r  
f i r s t  s o l d i e r  t o  e o m e  b a c k .  P e r h a p s  
p a r t  o f  i t  i s  d u < >  t o  t h e  e m p t y  k h a k i  
s l e e v e ,  t h r u s t  i n t o  h i s  l e f t  c o a t  
p e c k e t .  ,  ,  

T h a t  s l e e v e  i s  a  d a i l y  r e m i n d e r —  
a tal isman—to every soul in Farra-

^  ' i t  s t a n d s  f o r  H u n  b u t c h e r y .  It 
means the horrihleness ot  war.  ̂  I t  
s i g n i f i e s  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  A m e r i c a n  
m a n h o o d ,  f o r  p r i c e l e s s  A m e r i c a n  

M , ,  *  o f  t h i s  d e e p  l o v e  the people 
of' Fart a f i i t  feel for Floyd, is be-
f-ai t . -e h° is  a type of boy ot whom 
t h e r e  a r c  a l l  t o o  f e w .  

H e  t a l k s  l i ' . t l o .  He asks no odds 

0 l  l M ^ V l c ' e s n ' t  s a y  ; 'I d i d  t h a t "  or "I 
s a w  t h e  o t h e r  o f  w h e n  1  w a s  In  s o -

a n ' . M v r i a d  q u e s t i o n s  p u t  t o  h i m ,  he 
answers cveniv and briefly.  ^Jut  he 
cloutlv declines to t icl i t  any of his 
b a t t l e ' s  o v e r  a g a i n ,  f o r  t h e  d e l e c t a -
t i o n  o f  J i n  u  v . ' ( j d  i i n d  w o i s l i i p f u l  
M a i n  S t r e e t .  

T h e  s a d d e s t  p a r t  o f  I n s  s h o r t  s t a y  
at  home is  the daily procession of 
strange visi tors who turn in at  the 
R o b e r t s  g a t e .  

M o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  of men from 
Compativ F—the Shenandoah com­
pany- come to find out  if  their  boy 
is  well ,  or  how he was wounded,  or 
h o w  h e  d i e d  

I t  i s n ' t  p l e a s a n t .  I t  i s n  t  always 
t h a t  h e  d a r e s  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h .  

O n e  o f  h i s  c h u m s ,  a  h a p p y ,  g o o d -
l o o k i n g  v o u n g  m a n .  w a s  b l o w n -  t o  
b i t s  b y  a "  H u n  s h e l l .  I t  w a s  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  h i m .  O n l y  t h e  
bov's  head and one shoulder were 
e v e r  f o u n d .  . A n d  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
t a g .  o f  c o u r s e .  

T h e  d a y  t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  a n d  wife 
of Private I!—came to see him,' 
F l o v d  R o b e r t s  s p e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  af-y  
ternoon walking up arid down th6 
streets of the town, hoping they 
wouldn' t  f ind him and would go 
a w a v .  }  

A t  s u p p e r - t i m e  h e  crept quietly in. 
They were still there, and he had. 
to tell them something. But it 
wasn't the whole truth. 

Floyd Roberts doesn't know just 
what he will do when he goes back 
to the Walter Reid hospital It is * 
a reconstruction hospital, like the 
one at Fort Des Moines. 

He expects to have a foot-feeu 
put on his Ford, and the day 1 vis­
ited him he was in a fever of sub- >• 
dued excitement to know whether 
he could still drive it as well as he. 
used to. 
* His father brought the car aroundL 
to the front of the house, a6d"~v 
Floyd drove it off, quite as if hi».'"" 
left arm were still available. 

His mother showed me a "tidy"4?£ •« 
made of white thread, that Floyd 
had made while at the Walter Reid -
hospital convalescing from the am­
putation. It hangs on the organ in^ 
the parlor 

The most costly map in the world»« 
is a map of France which was pre-C; 

sented to the Republic by. the fczar of-' 
Russia when the Franco-Russian al­
liance was consummated. The 
groundwork of the map is polished- •-
jasper and the chief towns are repre- ' 
sented by precious stones and tneir.; 
names inscribed in gold. The rivers' 
are strips of polished platinum, and 
the eighty-seven departments are , 
set out in a wonderful scheme of -
blazing gems. - ? 
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