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CHAUTAUQUA IS OVER

Big Attendance and the Attractions
were all Good. Will Come to
Leon Again Next Year.

The Leon Chautauqua which
opened on last Thursday, closed last
evening after a most successful week
of entertainment, and a contract will
be made with the Midland Chautau~
qua System to return to Leon with
their Chautauqua next year. The
entire week's program was put on
as first announced with the single
exception of the cancelling of the
appearance of Lieut. Nelson with his
airplane, but his place was filled by
Capt. Joel R. moore who told of the
Bolshevism movement in Russia,
where he spent nine months witn
the American troops, and he pre-
sented a dark picture for Russia
until they can crush Bolshevism.
The programs each day have been
excellent, and everyone was pleased
with them, the music being especial-
ly good. Th Liberty Belles who ap-
peared Friday were a mighty clever
bunch of young ladies, who made
sood with the big audience. Ewing's

verseas Band which was here Sun-
day was a fine band, and they de-
lighted everybody with the popular
as well as classical music which they
rendered. Then there was Charles
Taggart, the Vermont Fiddler,
Amphion male quartet, that splendid
concert comnanr, the Mathisens,
and yesterday the closing day the
Welsh Ladies Choir delighted every-
ong who heard them, and they were
the best company of singers ever
heard in Leon. You can’t beat the
‘Welsh ‘people when it comes to sing-
ing. he lectures each day were
good;* the only criticism being that
they were all about the war anr war
roblems, just a little too much of
t. but each individual lecturer cover-
ed his subject in oplendid style, The
closing lecture yesteraay afternoon
was_bv Dr. Harry V. adams, who
spent his boyhood days in Davis City,
and is known to many of our readers.
He has made a great reputation as a
lecturer, and is booked ahead for
three years. We mised hearing him,
for the Reporter had to be printed
while he was speaking. The Henry's
entertained everyone 'I’uesda}' with
their music, magic and sand pictures.

Rev.- T. F. Campbell, the local
manager, has worked like a beaver
to make the Chautauqua a success,
and it was with considerable pride he
made the announcement Saturday
evening that the finances were over
the top, and the guarantors would
not be called upon to make up a de-
ficit this year. He deserves the
thanks of every Chautauquan for his
tireless work to make it a success.

Yesterday evening there was a big
‘Welsh picnic held at the Harvey
Park, all the Welsh people residing
in Decatur county being invited to
attend and meet the Welsh- ladies,
and a picnic supper was enjoyed. -

... The Chautauqua is over, every-
body is tired, but happy, and will
look forward with pleasure to its re-
turn again next year.

County Attorney Having His Trou-
bles.

County attorney Wi J, Sprineer
is having his hands full of trouble
these days, on account of the lax
manner in which the state auto
license business has been conduct-
ed 2t Des Moines. Recntly a list of
483 auto owners was sent to the
county attorney by the secretary of
state,” who are supposed to be de-
linquent in paying their auto license
for this year, and each one has to be
notified. Many of the names report-
ed are former owners of cars which
have been sold or junked, while
others have paid for licenses an
never received them, and some have
never paid for their license. The
Reporter man received a notice Mon-
day that he was delinquent on an
auto which he sold in the summer of
1917, and on which the tax w
paid in 1918 by the new owner, ye
our name is on the list as delinquent
for this year, although we notifieu
the secretary of state we had sold
the car a couple of tyears ago. If
you receive a notice from the coun-
ty attorney, better take the matter
up with him at once, as state agents
are now going over the state ar-
resting parties who are operating
cars without 1919 license plates.
‘One of these state agents was at
Osceola last week and another one
at Bloomfield.

Dr. Foxworthy Raised the Lake.

By wireless message from Water-
ville, Minn., where Dr. and Mrs. O.
W. Foxworthy and daughter, Miss
Ollie of Leon, Mr. and Mrs C. H.
Anthony and son of Ames, and .ars.
Florence Paasche, of Iowa City, are
-enjoying an outing at Lake Salkata;
we learn that Dr. Foxworthy caused
.a great commotion one dar last
week, the inhabitants thinking a
tidal wave had struck th lake.
While coming in from a fishing trip
just before reaching shore the ur.
stood up in the boat getting ready to
land, when he lost his balance and
went overboard, clothes, straw hat
and all, and the water in the lake
raised several feet at once, but Dr.
never lost his straw hat, and the
-only damage done was a $1.50 bill
at the panatorium, and to Dr.’s feel-
ings, for everybody in town kidded
him. The party are havinﬁ a fine
time, with good fishing, bathing and
boating, there being a chain of lakes
?Ita hWaterv‘llle, all well stocked with

Leon Schools Will Open Monday,
Sept. 1st, o

ublic schools will onen
this year on Monday, Sept. 1st. The

has employed D, A. Meek .as
janitor of the High School building
and H. M. Kentner as janitor of the
south building, and they are getting
the building ready for school. As
yet the school board has.not elected
an English teacher in . the High
School to fill the vacancy caused by
Miss Elma Forbes refusing to teach,
and the position of
High School is also to be filled

Coopley—Irving

jMr. Fred Copley and Miss Lena
Irving, two popular young people
from Weldon, were married at the
Presbyterian manse in this city on
:‘: o; emll:lng of Int“week.nthe

remony perform R av.
T. F. (!mp‘l?oﬁl. '!zy make
“their home at : Weld
friends extend = hearty’

The Leon

yet.

s #nd- ‘many.
F éongratuia-

the | v

pal of the}|

H. O. Tuttle, the funeral director
at Van Wert, has again shown his
progressiveness by addlnf a new
motor hearse to his equipment for
better service. His first motor hearse
served him well for three years, but
it was not powerful enough nor
strong enough to stand the strain of
such extreme bad road conditions as
we had last winter and spring. The
new hearse is a Reo of the truck
type, factory built chassis for heav,
truck service, hence required no al-
tering or strengtheninlg for hearse
mounting, and is capable of carrying
many times the load required in its
present capacity. The engine is of
the heavy type of quality motor also
built for heavy service. The color
of the hearse body is a two-toned
gray as before, We feel sure that
Mr. Tuttle will experience no em-
barassment nor trouble with his new
hearse, which with the new building
that is nearing completion will make
his equipment as good as the best of
them in his profession.

Another 014 Soldier Resides in Leon.

We located another old civil war

veteran who is a resident of Leon
this week, Mr. A. J. Rumley, whose
name was omitted from the list as
published last week. This makes a
total of 41 civil waf veterans who
reside in this city, the revised list
being as follows:
John Archey, Robert Albee, Capt.
. D. Brown, Henry Bright, John
Bell, J. W. Bowman, George Bow-
man, McDonald Brooks, W. S
Chandler, Peter Cruikshank, Steve
Crouse, J. J. Evans, J. H, Evans,
Gus Ehm, John Frazier, J. L. Gard-
ner James Grandstaff, Jonas Hoff-
hines, J. W. Honnold, Wm. Hines,
Charles Holliday, W H. Jenkins, A.
A. Jenks, George Jennings, Louis
Pullen, A. Merwin, John Moon, S.
A. Oiler, J. H. Pitman, Jacob Ross,
E. J. Sankey, Isaac Smith, W. J.
Sullivan, B. F. Statler, Marion Tru-
itt, Thomas Teale, John Woodman-
see, W. L. Witter, A. R. Warford, F,
Dingman, A. J. Rumley.

Thomas And His Dogs Again Make
a S e.

Alva Thomas and his bloodhounds
returned from Decatur county where
they were called Saturday to trace
some ‘thieves who persisted in
bothering a woman whose husband
was in the west. Thomas put the
dogs on the trail and in a short time
had located the parties guilty of the
crime.

Mr, Thomas states that this case
ended up as a great many of thé
cases of this kind do; that when
the guilty party was found the peo-
ple ordering the dogs did not wish to
prosecute when they found out who
the guilty person or persons were.
Mr. Thomas' advice to those who call
the dogs is that if they want to
know who the party or parties are
the dogs will get them,_and if they
don’t want to know who they are
they. had better leave his dogs alone
for they will expose the whole show.
—Creston Advertiser.

Increase in Tax Levies Stand.

C. W. Hoffman and Ed H. Sharp
went to Des Moines last week and
appeared before the state executive
council to protest against the big in-
crease in values on Decatur count?'
farm lands and live stock, which
were anounced last week, represent-
ing the Farm Bureau and karmers
Union, but the executive council has
notified county auditor Meek that
the increases will stand, except the
increase on sheep which was an-
nounced as 63 per cent, but they de-
cided that an increase of 35 per
cent would be suficient. It develop-
ed at the hearing that the values re-
turned by the assessors of Decatur

d |county were much lower than those

in adjoining counties, the valuation
of farm lands as reported being the
lowest in the state.

Racing Deluxe.

Everybody loves a good, honest-to-
goodness real horse race. Well that
is the kind that is promised for the
Harrison County Fair, at Bethany,
Mo., Sept. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.

The committee on racing for the
1919 fair raised the amount of the
purse sufficient to attract the best
racers owned west of the Mississippi,
and in large numbers. The entries
which are closed are said to be with-
out a doubt the best collection of
racers brought together at any
County Fair in the Middle West.
There is to be four big races each
day of the fair, with a big list of
free attractions in connection. You
had better not miss it.

A Luck Auto Accident,

Charles L. McLain, of Davis City,
Emory Hewson, of near Leon, and
Misses Halah McVey, of Humeston
and Opal Hewson, of near Leon, met
with a lucky auto accident about 10
miles north of Leon last Sunday as
they were returning from a trip to
Camp Dodge, the Sedan car in which
they were riding overturning is a
ditch the rtsult of a rear wheel
breaking while coming down a hill,
but all of the occupants escaped
with no more serious injuries than
being badly bruistd up, and aside
from the broken wheel the only
gamage to the car was a broken

oor.

Ice Plant A_gnln in Operation.

The repairs for the big engine at
the Leeon ice plant arrived last Fri-
day, and the engine was- started
Saturday morning at 2 o’clock, and
has been on the job day and night
ever since. The first ice was pulled:
Sunday, and we now have an amnle
supply, much to the relief of every-
one. it's mighﬂ inconvenient to be
without ice. e ice company ex-
pect to erect a storage house the
coming winter, in which a reserve
stock will be stored for use in
emergency, but owing to the lateness
in getting the plant started it was
impossible to have the storage room
ready for use this summer.

Corn Picnic Date Changed.

On account of the date conflicting
with the Humeston reunion. tne date
of the Garden Grove Corn Picnic has
been changed from Sept. 12th too
Sept. 19th. Y

Farms Wanted. ;
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Van Wert Has New Auto Hearse. '

THE FAMOUS BLUE DEVIL QUARTETTE

68TH_INFANTRY BAND, RAINBOW DIVISION

The celebrated 168th Infantry

band of the history making Rainbow

division which recently returned from France, will be in Leon today and

will give a two hour concert in the court house park this evening.
big band of forty pieces, the biggest band whic
county, is brought to Leon under the auspices of the

Commerce. While the concert will

sold this evening by young ladies to as#ist in
No one is compelled to buy a tag, and you

bringing this band to Leon.

This
was ever in Decatur
Leon Chamber of
be free to everybody, tags will be
aving the big expense of

will be welcome to hear the splendid music whether you buy a tag or not,
but if you enjoy the music we trust you will help pay the expense by

buying a tag.
real entertainers.

With she band is the Blue Devil Quartette, and they are
Come to Leon this evening and bring every member

of your family with you, and you will hear the finest band contert you

ever listened to.

After the concert is over the jazz orchestra of the

band will give a dance at the K. of P. hall.

——— e —

Won Three Games the Past Week.

The Leon ball team made a clean
sweep the past week, winning all
three of the games which they play-
ed. They had two games at Allerton
last Wednesday and Thursday with
Allerton, winn ng both of them, the
score on Wednesday beinz 4 to 3 and
on Thursday 2! .0 4. Sunday a-big
crowd attended the game with Osce-
ola on the Leon grounds, which was
won by Leon by a score of 7 to 6,
the feature of the game being Butch-
er's home run.

The following is the score of the
games:

At Allerton Wednesday—

Leon—010010101-4
Allerton—01000100 1-3

Batteries—Leon, Rumley a n d
Butcher; Allerton, Dennis and Smith.

At Allerton Thursday—

Leon—1 0364510 1-21
Allerton—0 1000102 0- 4
Batteries—Leon, Samples a n d

Butcher; Allerton, McReynolds and
Smith.

At Leon Sunday—

Leon—0 202000 3 *-7
Osceola—0 000103 2 1-6

Batteries—Leon, Sample, Rumley
and Butcher; Osceola, Jones, Clar
and Shaffer.

The Leon team goes to Chariton
next Sunday for a game with Chari-
ton.

A Big Hit for the Dodge Bros. Car.

Our government says all passen-
ger cars bought for our government
must be Dodge Brothers and Cad®
illacs. Read the following:

Brigadier General Drake, Motor
Transport Corps, has announced that
the following types of trucks and
passenger automobiles* will be re-
tained by the army for its use:

Type 1.—Passenger cars: Med-
ium, open, Dodge; medium, closed,
Dodge; heavy, open, Cadillac; heav
closed, Cadillac.

Type 2.—Light delivery truck: %-
ton light delivery, Dodge; 3-4-ton,
White; 3-4-ton G. M. C.; 1-ton
‘White. 3

Sold by J. R. Bowsher, Leon,
Iowa, .

Wertham is the Leader.

The 'Great Wortham Carnival
Company, which carries 350 people
and 30 "carloads of interesting and
entertaining %eatures for old and
young, has been contracted for and
will positively be at the Harrison
County Fair, Bethany, Mo., Septem-
ber 2, 8, 4. 5 and 6, 1919. This
company only plays state fairs, but
huvlnf an open date and hearing of
the bieness of the ‘Harrison County
Fair, were prevailed to-spend their
week at Bethany between the
Illinofs and Topeka, Kuansas, big
fairs. WVortham has 16 big shdws,
4 bl% rides and everything neces-
sary to be the biggest carnival com-
pany in the worid—bigger than a
circus. Be sure and read the Har-
rison County Fair’s big ad else-
where in this parer.

Frank Leonard Killed in Nebraska,

Frank J. Leonard, who spent his
boyhood dais in Leon, was struck
b{ a train while driving a grain truck
at Potter, Neb., last Thursday even-
ing and killed, his body being
brought to Leon Monday evening, the
funeral belng held zesterday after-

m at 2:30 o’clock, at the Chris-

an church, under the auspices of
the Odd Fellows. Mr. Leonard was
29 years old and had resided in
Nebraska for a number of years. A
fitting obituary will be published
next week.

Griemann—Messenger.

A ,Mr. Nicholas Griemann and Miss
Flore . -of Kellerton,

= Mell l‘ the Presbyterian
> "{{'u city last Thursday, the
i P by Rev.

A

. | plaintigt.

County Superintendent’s Notes

An unusual treat in the way of
special instruction for teachers will
be given August 27, 28 and 29.
'hree days of Primary Instruction
covering the work of the first three
grades will be presented by Mrs.
Heley Deck Roberts who is especial.
ly T lined tor this work. Tueé new
cource of study for Decatur county
will be followed. This training
costs you nothing and no teacher
can afford to miss it. All teachers
are invited but all rural teachers,
especially the new ones, are request-
td to be present. The professional
credits per day will be given for at-
tendance.

The first study Center
year will be held in Leon, August
30th. The instructors will be Les-
lie 1. Reed and Miss lda Huglin of
Jowa State Teachers College. Pro-
gram will appear next week. Pack-
ages of suvplies for the school year
will be distributed. Ever~ rural
teacher is expected to be present at
this meeting.

Income Tax on Farms Sold.
i

On’ account of the large number
of farms that have been sold recent-
ly the income tax question is one
most frequently discussed. As we
understand, the ruling of the in-
come tax collector is that when land
is sold all the increase in value from
March 1, 1913, to the time of the
sale, or from the time of the pur-
chase if it was bought after March
1, 1913, to the time of the sale,
shall be considered as income of the
year when the sale was made, and is
subject to income tax. The fact that
the proceeds of the land are rein-
vested immediately in other land
makes no difference. The difference
between ‘the fair and reasonable
value at the beginning of the term,
and the fair and reasonable value
when the land was sold, less any
imnrovements which may have been
built on the land in the meantime is
the profit upon which tax must be
paid.—Osceola Sentinel.

Government 'lki Take Census in

of the

Next year the government takes a
census of the United States, which
is taken every ‘ten years. Major
Thomas V. Golden, of Crestpn, has
been appointed census supervisor of
the eighth. congressional district, in
which Decatur county is located, the
other counties being Adams Ap-
anoose, Clarke, Fremont, Lucas

age, Hinggold, Taylor, Union and
Wayne, eleven counties in all. When
the -jast governmentt census was
taken' im' 1910, the population of
thesa: ejeven counties was 181.885,
and  accordin, the state census
taken in 1915, the same counties
had a population of 195,657, a
gain of 13,772. The state of Iowa
had a population of 2,224,771 in
1910, and 2,358,066 in 1915. What
will we have in 1920?

Congressman Towner Visited Leon.

Congressman H. M. Towner was
visiting with his many friends in
Leon last Thursday, having been one
of the speakers at the vis City

reunion Wednesday afternoon., Mr. |

Towner i8 back from Washington on
a shost visit, and we enjoyed a pleas-
ant visit with him. He tells us that
no one knows more about high cost
of living than the people of Washing-
ton City, and it takes all of a con-
gressman’s salary to live.

New Oourt Cases.

J.. S. Brown vs. J. H, and-Nettie,

Gilbert. Suit is on

a promlm?.
note on which there is due $101.50.

S. H. Amos attorney for nlaintiff.

G
al.
in Leon.  Varga &

. 4
o iy b
- - 2 2 W

uy L. Stark vs. M. F. Miiled et
Icﬁon is to quiet title to a lot.
Son, attorneys for.

M

e the list of
Jacod Piper vs. Esther Hatfield et, -:t‘h‘mﬂo-ﬂl n
hg.uu‘l\tw:':lnuwnhr&w nm&onlly

TWENTYFIVE YEARS AGO

Items Taken from the Files of The
Reporter Published a Quarter
of a Century Age.

The following marriage licenses
were issued the past week:

Leonam Sawyer 28 to Jane Ying-
ling 27.

John A. Wood 21 to Jessie A. Luse

~ Peter Martin, an old gentleman
hvlnE on south Main street, was
stricken with paralysis Saturday
gight and is in a very critical condi-
on,

Mrs, M, L. Stephens died at her
home southeast of Leon Saturday,
her funeral being held Monday, con-
ducted by Rev. Hughes. .

A little seven year old son of
Aaron Goodman of north of town,
cut himself very seriously on the
foot with a corn cutter last Friday.

Aunt Laura Loving, .whoo was
stricken with paralysis last week,
died Thursday, and was buried on

Frida'};.

L. T. Lee, of Long Creek townshin.
who was badly scalded last week
when a steam thresher which he was
operating broke through a bridge
near Wathena, Kansas, was brought
to Leon Monday and is at the home
of John Sowers. He is getting along
as well as could be expected.

Flora E. Carter, a young lady 25
Years old, committed suicide by
1anging herself in the barn at the
home of her father, L, W. Carter, a
few miles southwest of Leon Mon-
day. She had been sick for a year,
and was very melancholy, and took
her life while suffering from tempor-
ary insanity.

The irrepressible Ed Sharp re-
turned to his ‘-home at Bethany, Mo.,
Saturday, with his face all wreathed
in smiles. He had taken his 300
head of sheep to the Shields farm
near Grand River, and purchased 80
acres of excellent corn at a great
bargain to winter them on.

Rich Malloy and Granville Long
started Tuesday morning to visit
relatives and friends in Monroe
county, making the trip on their bi-
cycles.

The residents of the south part of
Woodland township are greatly ex-
cited over a big wild animal which
has been seen by several persons,
but no one knows what it is.

Mrs, J. Hoffhines received Satur-
day a bunch of cranberry bushes
with the berries growing on them,
which were picked in__a cranberry
swamp near Berlin, Wisconsin, by
her daughter, Miss LaNelle, who i8
visiting friends in_ that city. They
are quite a curiosity to people who
have never had a chance to see cran-
berries growing. .

The wheelmen are highly elated
over the time made from Washing-
ton, D. C., to Denver, Colorad-
carrying the message of President
Cleveland to Governor White. The
time was six%Jays, 10 houts 3
minutes, the distance 2,037 miies,
something over 13 miles an_hour
from start to finish. This, including
the many causes which impeded their
progress, is remarkably good time.

Mrs. William Phifer.

The death of Mrs. William Phifer
last Thursday, August 7th, was not
unexpected, yet it brought with it a
keen sense of breavement to all res-
idents of Manitou who ksew this
kind, Godly woman who for a quar-
ter of a century had made her home
in this town.

Born near Bluffton, Wells county,
Indiana, August 21, 1839, Clara
Harvey was married to William Phif-
er, on December 29, 1861, Two
children, a son and a daughter, were
born to this union. The family
imoved to Manitou in March, f
Four years later the father and hus-
band died while on a business trip
to Los Angeles,

The two children followed the
father in succeeding years. The
daughter was married to Mr. Charles
| Lester, who with their son, Harvey
Lester, his wife and baby Vivian, and
an aged brother of the deceased, Mr.
Jerome L. Harvey, of Leon, lowa,
are the surviving relatives.

Mrs. Phifer was well known in
church circles and lived a Godly,
consistent life. Realiing the near ap-
proach of death, she gave minute in-
structions as to her funeral and oth-
or related matters. At her request
the sermon text at the funeral was
Matt. 24:44. “Be f'e also ready.”
The service was held at the Hallett
undertaking parlors in Colorado
Springs on Saturdayv afternoon, and
was well attended hy many Manitou
friends. The service was conducted
by Rev. Louis Hieb, pastor, assisted
by choir ladies from the Congrega-
tional church, of which the deceased
was a member. The body was taken
to Monroe, Iowa, for interment.—
Manitou Springs, Colorado, Journal,
August 15th.

'Former Decatur County Couple Wed
« at Wheatland, Wyoming,

A very vretty wedding was solem-

nized July 16, 1919, at the home of
yMr. and ~ Mrs. Fred Bruner, near
Wheatland, Wyoming, when their
eldest daughter, Miss Edna, and Al-
fred R. Van Auken of Decatur, Iowa,
were united in the holy bonds of
matrimony in the presence of a few
intimate friends, Rev. J. A. McClel-
lan, pastor of the First Methodist
chure orticlatlng.
The bride made many friends at
‘Wheatland during her short resi-
{dence there, and is well and favor-
ably known at her former home in
Decatur, Iowa. :

The groom is one of our overseas
boys and seems to possess the sterl-
ing qualities that Uncle Sam is
proud to own.

They will make their home on a
farm near Wheatland, and have
many friends who wish them a hap-
rl¥ and prosperous vovage through

e.

The Davis City Reunion.

The usual big crowds were in at-
tendance at the 25th annual Davis
City reunion last week. They had
ideal weather all four days, and
ev: ssed off in fine shape:
The

‘M. 'wner
of the Des Moines Chamber of Com-
merce, Governor Harding, and Presi-
dent Fred ith, of Indepen-
d -Mo., rs ‘this

an

4
{
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AT THE THEATRE,

Program at the Idle Hour for ?
Coming Week.

Today, Thursday, August 21st,,

Enid Bennett in “The Haunted Bed—

room” and Screen Magazine.
Friday, August 22nd, Wm. S. Hart
in ‘‘Border, Wireless” and Ford.

Wekly.

Saturday, August 23rd, Wm. S
Hart in "Border Wireless” and&
Strand Comedy.

Sunday, August 24th, Geraldine
Farrar in ‘“The Stronger Vow.”

Mondaﬂ and Tuesday, August 25th.
and 26th, Douglass Fairbanks im
‘“He Comes Up Smiling."

Wednesday, August 27ih, Norma
Talmadge in ‘“The New Moon.”

Taxation of Farm Lands

With considerable higher prices
for farm lands, we must expect am
increase in taxable valuation. The
farmer cannot complain about. this,
Taxation is based upon values, and
when values increase the amount of
taxes paid will increase, assuming
that the levy remains the same. And
the chances are that the levy willk
not be any less; it is likely to be
more, for the expense of running the
state and natien, grows as the cost
of doing business grows, and taxing
bodies have never achieved a repu-
tation as economists.

\While the farmer can not expect
to keep down his taxable valuation,
he ought to see to it that taxable
land values are not increased faster

than taxable values on other kinds -

of property. Here is where the far-
mer is weak. He is not looking after
his own interests as he should.

To illustrate: In lowa, the tax-
able values of lands are fixed by the
executive council, which also fixes
the taxable value on railroads and
other public utilities. This is done
at a hearing held in Des Moines,
usually in July of each year. At this
hearing the various railroads are re-
presented by tax experts, men em-
ployed by the year to look after the
interests of the railroads. These ex-
perts are shrewd men. They study
the matter very thoroughly from the
railroad standpoint, and they appear
before the executive council and sub-
mit a mass of statistics which justify
their argument.

The tax commissioner of the.
Chicago and Northwestern, Mr. Pol-
leys, appeared this year with very
careful studies of farm and city land
values. lle had looked up actual
transfers and appraisals in some
twenty-eight counties of the state.
In these twenty-eight counties, the-
value assescment of farm land inm
1918, according to his figures, repre-
sented only 38.17 per cent of their
true value in January 1, 1919. He
said that during the ye:r there had
been 23,000 transfers of acre pro-
perty in the counties in question,
and that these actual transfers indi-
cated an actual farm value of
$194.31 per acre. Four hundred
forty recent court sales and probate

7) appraisals, indicated an ayerage as-
reessnrent value off lands vor the en-

tire state of Iowa in 1918 was
$68.30 per acre. From the statis-
tics he submitted, he concluded that
he average value of lowa farm land
on Januarf' 1, 1919, was $180 per
acre, or a little less than three times
Ill?) much assesed value im
Then he submitted statistics con-
cerning the transfer of lots in 358
cities and villages within the same
twenty-eight counties: and he as-
serted that these transfers indicated
that the assessment of real estate
in these counties represented over
51 per cent of the sale prices.
Taking his investigations as to ther
value of farm lands and city lots as
a basis, he proceeded to compare the
assessed value of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railroad, the whole
purpose being to show that the rail-
road asesssmen: was to high in com-
parison with other property.
Arguments based on careful com-
piled statistics have weight. The ex-
ecutive council pays attention ta
such arguments. It does not have
time to check them up carefully;
neither does any one appear before
it who has checked up such statistics
or who is prepared to submit statis-
tics in the interests of the farmer.
Iowa farmers ought to employ a
tax expert to do for them what they
are not doing for themselves, and
what they, of course, can not do for
themselves. Jowa farmers do not.
want to dodge their share of the
taxes. They are wiling to pay pro-
portionately as other people pay; but
they ought to make sure that they
are not paying more in pnroportion
than other people pay. The purpose
of taxation is to distribute as equit-~
ably as possible the burden of sup-
porting the country, state and na-
tional affairs. The farmers pay more
taxes than any other class of peonle
or any enterrrise within .the state
and county. A few thousand dollars
spent in employing a thoroughly
competent man to look after their in-
terests in this mater would mean
hundreds of thousands of dollars
saved.—Wallace’s Farmer.

Can't Change Name After Filing
S o Record.

as the

Hereafter you can’'t name your
baby and then change the name om
the birth certificate after it has beem
filed at the office of the state re|
trar at Des Moines. The name
the doctor writes down on the birth
certificate is the name the party
most vitally concerned will have im
the state records the rest of its life.

It the child has not been named
when the first report has been filled
out, a supplemental report may be

gent in ‘within ten days giving the °

child’s name. The name may
changed after the certificate reaches
the clerk at the county seat, but no
chang{es are allowed after it reaches
Des Moines. Certificates are mailed.
to Des Moines within the first week
of each month.

Notice to Iowa County People.

The annual Iowa county picnie
will be held at the J. W. Wagner
rk 3 miles southwest of Gardem
rove, August 29th. All Towa

county ople come.
2 Per Secretary.

Marriage Licenses
Luther J. Bennett, Leon .............. 18
Goldie L. Phipps, Garden Grove...16
L. dr_qlmnn, Kellerton. .21
M. Messe ellor\@on;.:_.
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