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Keokuk Men and Women Tell Why They Favor Equal Suffrage; 
#.: • Votes for Women Amendment to Be Voted on June 5 

( [EDITED BY PRESS COMMITTEE OF SOUTHERN LEE COUNTY EQUAL SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION.] 

i 

t' « •  ^ ' x-^l^r 

Front These Comments One 
I Judges the "Ayes" Have It 
Business kind Professional 

Y Men of City Tell in Few 
'' Word* How They Stand 

on Question. ! 
*• Keokuk men endorse equal suffrage. 
Here are their comments: 

"While a man through the years is 
'building a business which adds to tlie 

• commercial value of the state, during 
the same years a woman is working 

al, or mental, or even" physical quali-
*-cations, but what is there about sex 
that can affect the right or ability to 
•ote? jl; !(,f VmM' 

"A man might be too bad toVotel 
so might a woman. A man might.be 
too ignorant to vote; so might a wo 
™^n- But what possible, logical, sen­
sible reason can be advanced that 
shows any dividing sex line that marka 

all men capable of voting and till wo­
men incapable 

"What kind of a man is it that 
, , _ ... thinks his sister that is everything 

2Ld!£& °; £°°d hi. equal or superior; his mothe? 

1 
She should be entitled to a voice in 
the control and protection of her pro­
duct." 

. (• P. M. FULLER. 

"Yea, I am heartily in favor of wo­
man suffrage. One Of the popular ob­
jections we hear to equal suffrage is 
that 'Women's place is in the home.' 
So it is, and always will be. Giving 
her the vote places in her hand an 

mother iheans of doing more efficient 
work in that home." 

,i . ( T. R. BOARD. 
. — « 

"The objections which are made to 
giving the women the rights of equal 
suffrage, are in my judgment, so illog­
ical and trivial, that I have no patience 
with debate upon the subject. Wo­
men have a common interest with 
men in the government under which 
they live, and are entitled to an equal 
right to the use of the ballot. Tradi­
tional prejudice alone, in my opinion, 
lc responsible for any doubt or hesita­
tion on this question. Women as a 
matter of right are entitled to demand 
equal suffrage, and it is simple Justice 
and common sence to amend our laws 
so that it will be given to them." 

W. C. HOiWELL. 

"I judge the women of Iowa by those 
I know in Keokuk. I am persuaded 
that these are more thoughtful, more 
aggressive in questions of public wel­
fare, public morals, and civic reform 
than we men are. I therefore see no 
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Mim Flora 

who bore him and his wife who bora 
his children, not fully his equal in 
this?" 

W. G. BLOOD. 

"Sure r favor equal suffrage." 
JAMES M. FULTON. 

"The reason I favor equal suffrage 
is that the country needs the working 
power of all its citizens, and women 
are citizens of this country whether 
officially recognized or not." 

I». MATLESS. 

"Most suffragettes are conscientious-
earnest women who want the privilege 
of voting because of the greater oppor 
tunities for doing good that they feel 
the ballot will give them. »> 

"I sincerely believe that equal suf­
frage will mean much for the uplift of 
Iowa or any state that grants it." 

•-} J. B. WEIL. 

"So long as women are able to do 
so many other things well there should 
be no question about their voting in­
telligently." 

H. C. BROWN. 

reason for wlth-holding from women 
'the most efficient meangjof expressing 
their views—the ballot box." 

- W. J. FULTON. 

"I have never heard one reason why 
women should not vote. I have heard 
some excuaos and talk about the sub-

It is perhaps not surprising that 1 
should be unqualifiedly in favor of ex­
tending the right to vote to women. 
The espousal of this cause is tradition, 
a] in my family. My uncle, Dr. Isaac 
Hollingsworth, when in the state legis­
lature more than forty years ago, in­
troduced a bill granting the suffrage 
to women, and sustained it by a speech 
on the floor of the house, but was mat 
toy a storm of opposition which de­
feated, the bill. He early handed me 
Herbert Spencer's little book entitled 
"Subjection of Women.''. My father 
held the same views. I thus early 
formed this impression, cultivated in 
a friendly atmosphere, and later upon 
studying law I became clearly convinc­
ed that in as much as the ordinary bur" 
dens of the law in the administration 
of civil govermtoefet fatfess with abso­
lutely equal forcte i%i* women and men 
alike, they should both have some 
voice in making the laws that impose 
these obligations. The obligations lo 
pay taxes or comply generally with 
legal requirements are not made to de­
pend on sex nor should the right to 
participate in imposing those require­
ments depend upon sex. Often the 
evils qf an unwise law uear harder up­
on the weak than upon the strong. 

"The old worn-out argument against 
it that women are unfit for military 
service In time of war has never ap­
pealed to me Btrongly and it does now. 
with less force than ever In view or 
the self-sacrificing devotion of women 
all over the world i& the great strug­
gle that ig going on. They have neith­
er shirked the burdens of holding the 
industries and social order together at 
home while ,t|je war goes on, but are 
found in every hospital and even on 
some of the' battle fields doing heroic 
duty. The suggestion that they do nofr 
have the same interest in the war that 
the men have will be rejected by every 
person who is keeping in touch with 

Keokuk Had Organization 
for Suffrage Back in '98 

On June 9, Eighteen Years 
Ago,. Political Equality 
Association Was Organ­
ized — Three Men Were 
Members. 

Me and Ma,f' First Converts 
Made in Campaign in Iowa 

The recently organized Equal Suf­
frage association is not the first club 
in Keokuk having for its objocc the 
enfranchisement of women. On June 
9, 1898, the Keokuk Political Equality 
association was organized by Miss 
Grieg who was then the national or­
ganizer. Mrs. Louise 13. Field, who 
was the secretary, still has the books 
and records of that association. From 
the minutes it is shown that Mrs. 
W. J. Roberts, Mrs. William Ballin-
ger and Miss Ina Carter were the 
nominating committee, who named 
tho following officers, who were elec-

j ted: 
I President—Mrs. Charles P. Bilge. 

Vice president—Miss Mary M. 
Meigs. 

Recording secretary—Mrs. Louise 
B. Field. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Birge. 
Meetings were held monthly at the 

home of the members, with an occa­
sional meeting in the library build­
ing. 

Among the standing committees 
were: 

Membership committee—Mrs. W. J. 
Roberts, Mrs. Wm. Ballinger, Miss 
Bertha R. Craig, Miss Mary Meigs 
(Mrs. Atwood). 

The program committee—Miss Wol-
cott (Mrs. T. C. Balaam), Miss Craig, 
Mrs. Augusta W. Kilbourne. 

Library committee—Miss Wolcott, 
Miss Mathias. 

The press committee'—Mrs. Mills, 
Miss Meigs, Miss Annette Martin 
(Mrs. I. A. Sawyer), Miss Ada Reid. 

When Miss Flora Dunlap, presi­
dent of the Iowa Equal Suffrage as­
sociation, was here in October, as 
the honor guest at the Civic league 
luncheon, she told the story of the 
first converts made in an automobile 
trip across the state three years ago 
when the Iowa campaign began. This 
automobile trip was about the only 
spectacular thing the Iowa women 
have done, and it; was undertaken by 
the advice of Governor Clark and 
others who said it was the most ef­
fective way to let the state know that 
a suffrage campaign was being in­
augurated. The plan was to go from 
town to town and hold open air 
meetings in a public square or on a 
street corner, speaking from an auto­
mobile. 

There were then very few suf­
frage associations in the state and 
Miss Dunlap wrote in advance to 
the mayor of the town, telling him 
they were coming and asking him to 
announce the pieeting. One night 
they were late reaching a town, and 
it was after dark and no moon. 

Now if there is anything darker 
than a little town on a moonless! who had stayed by, said "I know I converts in the Iowa campaign^ 

night, we don't know what it is. As 
they drove down £he street they 
could hear people talking on the 
porches and by the lights on the car, 
see here and there a man on the 
street. They stopped before a 
house and the chauffer asked where 
the mayor lived. A little girl per­
haps ten years old, oame to the 
fence, and when they told her their 
mission, she said, "I'll take you to 
the house." So she directed the way, 
standing on the step of the automo­
bile. 

When they reached the house, the 
mayor's wife said he had gone to the 
barber shop. Again the child, like 

where there's a drum." She piloted 
them to a house where a boy 
owned a bass drum. She and Miss 
Dunlap went to the house and asked 
for the loan of the drum, which was 
readily given, but the boy wouldn't 
beat the drum. And again the little 
girl volunteered her aid, and Miss 
Dunlap 'held the drum in place on 
the automobile and the little girl 
pounded away until the crowd gather­
ed. Miss Dunlap and the others of 
the party felt that the child had 
helped them so much "that they gave 
her fifty cents, which after protest 
she accepted. They had their meet­
ing in the little park, different mem­
bers of the 

Studies Fiske's Works. 
The club studied Fiskp's civil gov­

ernment, beside reviewing current 
magazine articles relating to equal 
suffrage. There is a special record 
made of a review by Miss Lida G. 
Howell of a magazine article written 
by Prof. Peeks and dealing with 
"woman's sphere." The club in Oc­
tober, 1898, made elaborate arrange­
ments for the coming of Carrie Chap­
man Catt, only to be disappointed, by 
illness which made it necessary that 
she cancel her engagement. 

Mrs. Field compiled statistics of 
the women tax payers of Keokuk. 
Another accomplishment of the club 
was the securing of a long list ot 
signers to a petition to be sent to 
the legislature at Des Moines, in the 
hope ofN securing the passage of a 
bill to give the ballot to women. 

Out of thin suffrage organization 
grew a class which studied parlia­
mentary law, using Robert's Rules of 
Order as a guide. The class met 
with Mrs. Helen M. Comstock and 
Mrs. John H. Craig. 

The roll of members of the Equal* 
ity league was: 

Miss Lida Gordon Howell, Mrs. I. 
M. Bennett, Mrs. Lucy Kellogg Blrge, 
Mrs. Lorene Curtis Diver, Mrs. Alice 
Itead Craig, Miss Ada Read, Dr. Mary 
Geiser, Miss Lillian Mathias, Miss 
Mary Meigs, Mrs. Mattie G. Price, 
Mrs. A. C. Goodrich, Mrs. Ellen Bal-
linger, Mrs. Lucy W. Bowers, Mrs. 
Augusta W. Kilbourne, Mrs. Louise 
B. Field, Miss Bertha • Wolcott, Misa 
Irene L. Carter, Miss Bertha R. Craig, 
Mrs. Nannie C. Roberts, Miss L. Opal 
Mershon, Miss Jonnie Carter, Miss 
Annette Martin, Dr. Sarah Gramm, 
Mrs. Edmund Jaeger, Miss Cora H. 
K. Pittman, Mrs. Orion Clemmons, 
Mrs. A. C. Goodrich, Mrs. Mills. 

There were three men who belong­
ed to the league, Major M. Meigs,' 
John N. Irwin, S. W. Tucker. 

First Petition Signed 
By Women in June 

in 1899 

Goodrich, Nannie C. Roberts, Isabella 
N. Foelker. —"*••• 

In June, 1899, a petition was circu­
lated in Keokuk by the members o! 
the Poltical Equality league asking 
that the word "male" be stricken 
from the constitution. The petition 
was signed by both men and women. 
The list of names forwarded to Des 
Moines, on the petition, were found 
in the old suffrage organization 
books by Mrs. Field, and the petition 
and names are given here: 

. Petition. 
To the General Assembly of the 

State of Iowa: 
We, the undersigned, citizens of 

Leo county, State of Iowa, do most 
respectfully petition your honorable 
body to favor a Constitutional Amend­
ment, striking out the word "malo" 

ery person, who has attained mature 
years, to participate in the making of 
laws which make life one of joy or 
misery, and to participate in the de­
termination of questions which vitally 
affect themselves. 

"The right to suffrage In this coun-

party speaking after 
the little red hen, said "I'll take you j which they distributed literature and 
there." Finally they found the mayor; passed the hat for a collection to aid 
who upon toeing asked where they the campaign. "When they counted 
were to speak, said 'Why, I'd give the money, there among the pen-
you folks up." nies and the nickles and the dimes, 

Miss Dunlap told him they would I was the fifty cents from the littlo . , . « 
speak in the park if hd'd get a gaso-1 girl. When the crowd had gone and i f r o m  t h o  C° n 3 t l t u t i o n -  the same to be 
line light and a drum, they would get j the party were making readv to go to' sulm,ltte(J to tho voters of the state: 
the crowd with the drum while he, the hotel for the night tlie Voters' names— 

i- - * i George S. Tucker, W. B. Collins. H. 
R. Collins, W. S. Sample. \V. II. Bow­
man, Frank M. Fuller, W. A. I^oeffler, 
J. A. Henneman, A. Hollingsworth, S. 
M. Clark, William Ballinger, W. D. 
Patterson. James H. Anderson, D. B. 

sons are propounded in ten questions Hamill, W. J. Roberts, H. T. Graliam. 
! asked by one of the foremost suffra-1 Robert M. lAPsley. C. P. Birge, Geo. 
1 gists of the country, Alice Stone IE. Ehinger, Joseph R. Downey. S. 

editor of the Woman's ' M. Gaston. Ralph O. Roberts, I. A. 
Major M. Meigs, H. A. 

put up the light. He said he could | came to Miss Dunlap and said "I lust 
get the light but he didn't know any-! wanted to tell you that me and ma 
thing about a drum. The little girl arc for it." And those were the first 

try has not generally been made to de 
the happenings of these terriblle times, j pend upon whether the party exer-

•*1 have always placed the right) of. icising it had especially fitted himself 
women to vote upon the proposition j to vote (nor could all women be fair-

Ject. But I have never heard one that no one person or class of persons j-ly excludedjjn this  ground)^ but rather 
sound, logical reason why there is any* j has any right to say to another class, ; upon the proposition that no one had 
thing about sex that differentiates the I who have attained years of discretion, j the right to deny another a votQ when 
suffrage qualifications. j that the latter shall yield obedience to his Interests are vitally affected. 1 

"There may be other limitations to j laws which they took no part in male-
be applied to the suffrage, such as mor- Jing. There is an inherent right in ev 

0m9 

never could and cannot now see any 
reason why this principle docs not ap­
ply to women. If they are weaker 
physically they not only are entitled 
to protection but they are much more 
entitled to help determine the ques­
tions upon which their safety and wel­
fare depend." 

A. HOLLINGSWORTH. 

"When I was first old enough to 
think, it was strange to me that my 
father could vote but not my mother, 
in short that men could vote and wo­
men not. 

"Votes are used, or should be used. 
to obtain good officers, good laws, and 
good government for the voter. Are 
women less interested in these than 
men? I do not believe they are. I 
am now over seventy-two years old. frage to women, and thus wiping out 
and from my boyhood to now I have-the only remaining obstacle to equali-
had one constant belief—that menjty between the sexes. I hope and oe-
and women should be on perfect lieve that a large majority of the men 
equality. Men and women are human* 
made of flesh and blood, and have the 
same aspirations and ambitions in 
life. MMy opinion on the subject of wo-

"Suffrage is a privilege and a pow-| men's suffrage was so well summed up 
er. I could as easily have been born | by Roosevelt that I can only quote 
a female as a male. It was no vfbla-1 him. 
tion of mine. Shall the accident of | *i am in favor of women's suffrage 
my birth giv"e me suffrage, (privilege because it is simple justice.' 
apd power) and deny these to me if I 

DR. EFFIE McCOLLUM JONES 
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of 
Blackwell 
Journal which is doing all in its power! Sawyer, 
to aid the suffrage campaign in Iowa. ! Heaslip. P. C. Brawner, W. A. Coombs. 
• _vot®™ of Iowa 8tudy the foi- Hugh H. Craig, Theodore C-Taig, Sam 
lowing questions: 

If equal suffrage is a bad thing, 
why has it spread from the state 

fn»ta?n
r»St adnPt®f14 •t«t° ten neiShbor- ginia B. Alexander, Lillian 

ing states, all adjoining one another? 
If the majority of the people -any­

where are dissatisfied with it, why 
Is there no move to repeal it? 

If it leads mothers to neglect their 
children, why is the lowest infant 
death rate in the world fotind in New 
Zealand? 

If it increases divorce, why did 
Colorado grant 935 divorces the vear 
before women were given the ballot 
and only 597 the year after? 

uel Allen, Wm. A. Logan. 
Women's names— 
Sara M. Rand, Bertha Wolcott, Vir-

Mathias, 
Mary D. Goodrich, Alice Read Craig, 
Ella B. Craig, Ada Read, Carrie S. 
Hamill, Olive Hill, Jessie D. Holmes, 
Ora T. Boyer, Helen M. Comstock, 
Garnet Allen, Anna Moloney, Freda 
Meyer, Bertha R. Craig, L. K. Birge, 
Mary A. Howell. Lida G. Howell, Ada 
M. Worthen, Julia A. Shuler, I^oulse 
B. Field, Lorene C. Diver, Ella Hal-1 
linger. Mary L. Geiser, M. D., Mary 

• 
M I M  Elizabeth Prfrkin*. 

THESE WOMEN ARE 
DIRECTING CAMPAIGN 

Officers of the Southern I^ee Coun­
ty Equal Suffrage association: 

President—Mrs. Winona E. Reeves. 
Vice presidents— 
Miss Nettio Younker. 
Mrs. J. F. Elder. 
Mrs. W. G. Blood. 
Mrs. H. C. Brown. 
Mrs. W. J. Roberts. 
Mrs. Leonard Matless. 
Mrs. J. J. Ayres. 
Mrs. William Ballinger. 
Recording secretary—Mrs. Louise 

B. Field. 
Treasurer—Mrs. H .O. Whitney. 
The object of the Lee County Equal 

enfran-

Women Vote In All the White States. 

Why Not In Iowa? 

of Iowa Will do the same." 
WILLIAM BALLINGER. 

MM. CARRIE CHAPMA5 CATT 

had been born a girl? It is unfair and 
unjust to so claim. By the accident 
of laws, women have been denied 
equality with men. It is time that 
this should stop. It was unmanly 
and wrong to have done it. It will be 
manly and right to end it." Two Iowa 
legislatures in succession have voted 
to right this wrong. It remains for us 
men on June tenth to confirm what 
two legislatures have said is right and 
just. 

"I shall, with pleasure, on June ft 
•ote for the pending amendment to 
our Iowa constitution, granting 

There appears to me little to add 
to that." 

M. METGS. 

SOME REASONS WHY, 
GIVEN BY SUFFRAGIST 

Ten Points to Affirmative Argument 
as Propounded by Prominent 

Worker for Cause. 

E. Clemens, Jennie Carffer. Irene L. I Suffras:e association is the 
If it is demoralizing, why did only |Carter' Mary J- Anderson. Martha P. chisement of Iowa women. 

sixty-two out of 624 ministers and ' 
editors in the suffrage states renlvine i 

to Julia Ward Howe's letter of in- ~"~ ~ 
quiry give an unfavorable opinion? 

If the majority of women are op­
posed. why have only about one per­
cent of the women in the United 
States Joined the widely advertised 
National Association Opposed to 
Woman Suffrage, according to that 
association's own figures? 

If the majority of women are op­
posed in Massachusetts, where an ac­
tive Anti-Suffrage association has 
been gathering signatures of women 
against suffrage ever since 1895. why 
has it succeeded in twenty years in 
accumulating the names of only about 
three percent of the women of the 
state? 

Among the millions of citizens i 
the enfranchised states, why have 
the opponents of equal suffrage thus 
far failed to find a dozen respectable 
men who assert over their own names 
and addresses that it has had any bad 

j results? 
) From the largest chamber of com-
1 merce to the smallest sewing circle. 
why has no organization of any kind 
in a suffrage state ever passed a reso­
lution condemning it? 

Unless most people like it after 
they have experience of it, why do 
opponents warn us that, once granted, 
it can never be recalled? 

Here are ten reasons why every 
vote in Iowa should be for equal suf-
frtge, according to a letter from suf-

suf- frage headquarters. These ten rear 

1913 
Alaska 

Iowa men have opportunity to give 
ballot to women on June 5. What 
will the men of Keokuk do? 
women expect them to rote yeal 

White states, full auffrage; shaded states, partial suffrage; dotted states 
presidential. Partial county and state suffrage; black states, no suffrage. 

The vote was given women in Wyoming. 1869; Colorado, 1S93: Idaho. 189«: 
Utah, 1896; Washington, 1910; California. Mil; Arizona, 1912; Kansas, 1912; 

The] Oregon, 1912; Alaska, 1913; Illinois. 1913; Montana 1911; Nevada, 1914, 
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