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Playing Both Sides. 
The Des Moines Register and Leader, 

for half a century the leading Repub
lican newspaper of Iowa and the middle 
west, editorally summing up the state 
Republican ticket and the platform 
adopted in the state convention at Des 
Moines, Wednesday, has the following 
to say: 

"The proceedings of the Re ublican 
convention yesterday were evidently 
designed to hold dry Republicans in line 
while making a bid for wet support, 
Mid to gain as much support as possible 
from the mud roads contingent without 
entirely sacrificing self-respect. The 
platform bears the ear-marks of an 
attempt to handle a delicate situation 
without giving offense to anyone, and 
at the same time without appearing 
ridiculous. The wishes of county and 
district candidates, who always desire 
strength near the head of the ticket, 
were mainly manifest. 

"In the Savery lobby discussions which 
preceded the ballot on attorney general, 
the one universal remark was that the 
Republicans should balance their ticket 
by nominating a 'dry.' The dry candi
date, Mr. Havner, received the vote of 
such wet strongholds as Scott, Clinton, 
Clayton, Crawford and other counties. 

"If Mr. Harding isn't a 'wet,' why 
was it necessary to balance the ticket? 

"The platform indorses previ >us par
ty declarations on temperance and pro
hibition, and declares there shall be no 
backward step. The last precading 
declaration upon the subject in a state 
platform calls for the maintenance of 
the mulct law. The republicans yes
terday did not indorse the repeal of the 
mulct law. That would have alienated 
Scott county. So the convention strad
dled. The party is making a bid for 
saloon support, and nothing else can be 
twisted out of the specious set of al
leged principles which passes as a dec
laration in favor of temperance. 

"For the real sentiment of the con
vention toward its candidate for gov
ernor, compare the descriptive phrases 
used in describing him and in describ
ing Hughes. The following includes 
everything of a descriptive nature in 
the platform. 

"Hughes—'Man of the hour,' 
'matchless leader,' 'honesty,' 'fearless
ness, ' 'wonderful mental achieve
ments,' 'true Americanism,' 'unblem
ished private and public life.' 

"Harding—'Fearless and progres
sive Americanism,' 'leader of thought 
and action.' 

"In the hyperbole of platform eulo
gy, damning with faint praise is quite 
effective. In this case the convention 
had no malice. It was simply com
pelled to face the facts." 

The Register and Leader is in a po
sition to know whereof it speaks and it 
is more than probable the voters of 
Iowa will look at the matter - in the 
nude manner. 

MEREDITH ON ROADS 
Speech of E. T. Meredith, Democrat!* 

Candidate for Governor, Deliver
ed at Atlantic, May 31. 

"Let's have It fettled once and 
for all that to f|u* at least as the 
Democratic MMIdllU for Gov
ernor is he Is not urg
ing paviri£* 

"Thensjs ^ disposition to force 
an iriibrgyed raid upon any im
munity thfci (j^ts got desire it— 
the pf&ple mUSt order it by their 
vote." 
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igress." 

MKhed to byiM 
it let mS say Just as 

"I tellCY* i|) toe conduct of our 
epmmunjty, loynty and state af
fairs the s«|ms business principles 
mould bs followed as In our pe^ 
•Anal affairs." 

In CampaiQn to Serve Iowa. 
i am sensible oi" tlie great honor be-

. utowed upon one when he is elected 
governor oi thts great stale. I am 

• Dot in this for honor, however. I am 
, In the C*SiPa]gi} to serve I<?wa if I 
! inhf in<3 I would fe§l that by stand-
I Ing for thos$ things which mean prog-
| res& and being defeated, 1 have serv

ed Iowa to a far greater extent than 
by trimming my sails to the wind, 
standing for no progress, even though 
by so doing I gtfght be elected; and 
I would also feel that possibly as much 
honor had come to me if defeated on 
a platform of service as would coma 
to me in my election on a platform of 
reaction. Let me repeat as sincerely 

f,s I know how that I am not unmind-
Ul Of tlie J»on?r V 

ernor of Iowa, T)iil le 
frankly, and you accept it as just as 
sincere a statement that whether I 
Im elected governor of Iowa is really 
not so vitdl a matter to me. I do 
feel, however, that it is vitally lm-

Ertant to the tqx payers of Iowj, that 
&>f W? should be elected who has 
me interest in their welfare, and 

will apply business principles to the 
conduct of the state's affairs; some 
Dne who will stand for what he 
thinks is right before any and all au
diences and compromise himself on 
|io proposition just to get voteai I 
am sure we understand each other 
and that if after a full discussion of 
ftrhat I think the state needs you agree 
with my views, then you are witti 
me. If when you know what I am for, 
you do not agree witli ms as to policy, 
then you are against me; and that 1* 
the basis uppil which the campaign 
should be made. 

Is Harding the Republican Candidate? 
' Now-a-day we are hearing the feeble 
cry that Republicans should support the 
party nominee (Harding) for Governor. 
The question arises in our mind, is he 
the party nominee or merely the nomi
nee of those Republicans and Demo
crats that place the liquor interests 
•bove honse, home, wife, children, and 
everything else that is good. These 
men coupled with those that Mr. Hard
ing has been able to deceive by his fal
sifying the road issue, by his playing 
"mud roads" in one community, "good 
roads" in other communities. "Dry" 
where he thought it paid to be "dry;" 
"wet" where it paie to be "wet." 
Iowa has now had such a damnable Dr. 
Jykle and Mr. Hyde candidate for office. 
Every man whether he believes in good 
or bad roads, in saloons or prohibition, 
should at least remember that no polit
ical shyster should be made the Gov
ernor of so great a state as Iowa, 
Harding is not the nominee of any 
party. He is the nominee of a com
bination composed largely of bad inter
ests. Every good voter of Iowa should 
be determined to stamp out this polit
ical leprosy from our state. 

You can settle the liquor question by 
a vote on that amendment. If Iowa 
wants saloons, let's vote 'em. If Iowa 
wants prohibition, let's vote it; but for 
"God's sake" and for "Iowa's sake," 
stamp out the prince of political crooks 
by refusing to make him the head of 
your and my great state. —New Hamp
ton Tribune. 

Tie Primary Hasn't Changed the Facts. 
The reason why we opposed W. L. 

Harding for Governor before the pri
maries still exist. Therefore our oppo
sition still stands and on the selfsame 
grounds. Many of the Republican edit
ors we fear are more Republican than 
they are honest, in that they also 
opposed Harding before the primaries, 
throwing out strong arguments against 
him but now since his nomination 
through a mistaken loyalty to party 
they discredit their own former argu
ments and shout just as lustily for him. 
If he was not a proper candidate before 
the primary he is not now.—Riceville 
Recorder. 

Farsu fer Sale. 
48} acre farm with good buildings, 3J 

miles from Cresco. 
119 acres well improved, 2| miles 

from Oesco. 
> 40 acres 4 miles from Cresco. 

For prices and terms see 
45-6t - - Andkbw SMITH. 

HON. E. T. MEREDITH. 

I have been advised to talk in gen
eral terms when discussing road mat
ters, the argument being that if I 
Went too much into detail some would 
Object to some feature while if I talk
ed in general terms voters would 
take no offense because I would real
ly not have said anything. 

I have also been advised to say 
pothing regarding roads until after t)ia 
primaries when I would know wlio 
py opponent was and I might then 
leslre to say something different. 1 
Co not see that whether one man or 
pnother is my opponent can change 
what I think about roads, so why not 
go on record one time as well as an-
pther? I am consequently going to 
talk roads tonight and not wait for 
the Republican Primaries. I am also Eoing to talk ae plainly as I know 

ow, \hat you may know exactly 
where I stand rather than to talk in 
Eeneral terms and when I get 

trough have you wondering what I 
really think about roads. I believe 
this is what you would wish. 

Before entering upon a discussion ' 
t>f the road problem Itself I wish to Ell your attention to some of the 

Ise assertions that are being made, 
Or at least false impressions that are 
being very generally circulated. 

There is an organization known as ' 
The Tax Payers League, the member- i 
Ship of which I believe to be largely 
piade up of honest patriotic Iowans 
but wlio have been misled by schem
ing, unprincipled men, whom I fear 
have some selfish purposes of their 
own to serve. I find, for instance, la 
a recent call for one of their meet
ings, the following: 

"Organize for your homes. Hard 
reads will mortgage our homes and . 
place a debt upon our children that 
will be tftirse than the war debt ot 
Kurope. Let us swear political death 
to all grafters and all candidates 
that favor the paving of our public 
liighways. Let us fight for our 
homes." 

In another notice, 1 find this: 
"These tax eaters, if we don't stop 

Hem, will get a law compelling the 
farmers to pave their cow lots and 
pasture lands to keep the cattle off 
the grass, on account of sanitary no-
tessity." 
- I quote the following from Mr. Hard-
Ing, candidate for nomination as Gov-
ernor: 

"Because I am opposing a proposed 
Issue of $100,000,000 in bonds to pave 
the highways of the state 1 am brand
ed as an advocate of bad roads." 

Now I would be pleased to see any 
authoritative statement from any can
didate or others who are urging pav
ing or a 9100,000,00ft bond issue. 1 
Sin not asking that our roads be pav
ed and I have not found others whe 
ire. Let's have It settled once and for 
All that so far at leaet as the Dem» 
eratic Candidate for Governor le ooi» 
•eraed he ie not urging paving. I d« 
Wish you to undentand, however, that 
t am for better roads than we now 
lave In Iowa. I am not appealing te 
you fer votee en a mud platform e* 
making an effort te be elected go* 
ernor of Iowa en a re-actlottary er ia 
nothing policy. 

I am for progreee in Iowa and I le 
liave good roads are highly nscssewy 
te our pregrsea. 

All for Good Roads. 
Now with this preliminary, I wish 

to call your attention to a statement 
i find in another call for one of these 
(ax payers' meetings. It is as follows: 
"We believe in good roads the same 
|s every one in Iowa does. We want 
the best roads we can afford." 

I take it that this statement is an 
luthoritative one and that we can 
pgree that every one in Iowa wishes 
food mds and appreciates the value 
»f them. 

Some say that dirt roads are all that 
are necessary, but I believe the num» 
ber who will urge that our Iowa roads 
during the larger portion of the ye^r 
are all that are necessary are but 
few and the agitation over the ro$d 
Question is because the fact is gener
ally recognized that dirt roads in 
Iowa are not enough. 

Iowa is away behind other states 
In the matter of good roads. Why is 
this true? The records in all the 
states 6how that Iowa tax payers pay 
more each year in taxes for bridges 
and roads than any other state in the 
anion with two exceptions, and that 
twenty-six other states have mbro 
miles of Improved roads than Iowa 
for a smaller amount of money spent. 
Burely there Is something wrong. 
Surely we have not been getting value 
received for our money. Surely this 
would indicate that if properly spent 
ire could have the improved roads on 
our present expenditures. Twenty-
Six other states have them for the 
Same or less money than we have 
been spending. 

Minnesota and Missouri on two 
sides of us each l\ave three times as 
many miles of hard roads as we have, 
ret they raise less money dkch year. 
Wiscongjn has five times as many 
miles, Ohio and Indiana each have 
ten times as many miles of hard road 
ts we have and all on less money than 
we pay for mud. 

There is no one of us who has not 
seen many times in Iowa wjieo we J 
eould not visit our neighbors because 
of the bad roads; could not get our 
produce to town; could not with any 
degree of comfort on occasions attend 
thurch, and have teen buggies, wagons 
and automobiles mired in our roads. 
Just the other d*f some men stole aa 
automobile, got up miles from town, 
mired in the mul and could get no 
farther. Upon inquiry of a farmer 
for a team to pull them out, they were 
arrested. This is at least one time 
when an impassable road served a 
good purpose, but it illustrates the 
condition into which our roads get at 
times because if anybody ever tried 
to get through them these men did. 
There are but few who will argue that 
our roads under our present system 
sre satisfactory. I would say that 
ninety-five percent of the people In 
the state of Iowa are demanding bet
ter roads, and, as the tax payers' 
league urges, "want the best roads 
they can afford." 

Hills Should Be Cut Down. 
I am going to take it as an accept

ed fact, then, that we want better 
roads. This granted, I am sure that ( 

all will agree that one of the thinga 
necessary to give us better roads in 
Iowa is the cutting down of many 
of our hills. All will agree that a 
hill cut down new will still be cut 
down a thousand years from now and 
that money spent $jpr this purpose will 
not be wasted. We will agree that the 
first thing to do le to cut down these 
grades, and if We are going to do It, 
to do it now, if It ean be done with
out extra expense, that we may not 
for the next several years be climb
ing up one side of these hills and roil
ing down the other side. I believe 
all will agree that in many counties 
by putting on a proper outfit, letting 
• contract of considerable size to a 
good Irish contractor, it would cost 
the tax payers less money to handle 
the dirt on some of our big hills than 
by our present piece-meal method 
with inferior outfits. It is so apparent 
that cutting down our grades would 
add greatly to our roads that I am 
going to accept this as generally 
agreed upon aa desirable, and make 
the cutting down of our hills the final 

in our good roads platfora. 

8ubdraln the Roade. 
The subdrainage of hillside roads 

is one of the most neglected parts of 
our entire road system. The water 
seeping out of the hillside or risipg 
frojp below keeps many of tfr slof£f, 
In bad condition much of the tlnte. Up-
der this defect the more {pad |s 
traveled the worse it be&ogpta. in 
plCCes flUQi U these, til? Should be 
laid undef th« road to sub-d^ln and 
eafry this wftter off rather thlft have 
It oome to the surface. There are 
many Ion* stretches of flat-road where 
tile should also be laid. This is an 
Important matter and we will make 
It plank number two. I know you will 
agree with it. 

Road Beds draded and founded. 
I am sure that all will agree our 

ro«d beds should be well graded and 
rounded so the water which falls as 
rain will not stand in the middle of 
the road in puddles to soften the road 
bed and result in cuts and ruts. Every 
t%x payer ig IfiW$ vJl] *£39 tliat the 
grading up of our roads so as to shed 
water is desirable, so we will make 
the third plank in our' roads program 
"Road beds to be graded and round
ed." 

If the water is turned to the side 
of the road, I am sure again that 
all will agree this water should be 
disposed of and not allowed to stand 
In pools and ponds along tbe road to 
soak up our grades, so the fourth 
plank in our good roads program will 
be to have the roads well drained wfth 
ditches at the side leading into 
streams or culverts and carrying the 
surplus water away. 

These are generally recognized as 
fundamental propositions, but I wish 
to state them and get common con-
Eftit to the program as we go along. 

Bridges Should Be Permanent Struo* 
tures. 

Another necessity that all will rec
ognize are bridges and culverts, and 
practically every farmer and tax 
payer of the state of Iowa will without 
exception agree that these bridges 
and culverts should be permanent 
structure?, preferably concrete, that 
we may to a very large extent cut out 
repairs, it is ill £n!s item of repairs 
|nd maintenance of temporary bridges 
that we put a large portion of our tax 
money. This is our big leak and we 
should stop it. It is not necessary to 
urge upon Iowji tax payers that we 
build permanent bridges so I am go
ing to make plank number five, "that 
all bridges and culverts, so far as is 
practical, should be of permanent con
struction. Such structures will last 
for the next hundred years with prac
tically no repairs. 

Now we come to the proposition of 
whether or not we shall have any 
surfacing on this road upon which we 
have cut down the hills, have graded 
rp the road bed, have drained it in 
rocd s-hape and upon which we have 
c ectr:l permanent bridges. I take it 
f. •, a. io;azo«~ ccr.:".usion that the tax 
r -; ers c! I:\va v ill be glad to have 
s rrrave'td ror.d >ed if it would pay 

to have :'t, if it is enough to 
i •.' ?•© it a ro.id investment, Ji:.:t es 
t;iey put the':- "r.crey into s!!c-. t-.-.c-
t -s, separators, etc. Mi'Iiors 
r.f iIo!'a:s r.re spent for these a-tic!c-? 
1 •jcaiise tliey pay. ! take it t' pt if the 
program I have outlined with the sur
face graveled really dcc3 nia'.ie a Let
ter road and yet costs no more, no 
tax payer In Iowa will object to get
ting the better road for the same 
money. No one here will object to 
having a road such as I have describ
ed with a graveled surface from his 
farm to town If it costs him nothing— 
In other words—does not increase his 
taxes. 

Granted all this, there are but two 
propositions left: 

First, Is the graveled graded road 
and better than our present ungravel-
ed road? and, 

Second, Tf so, how can we get the 
better road without spending any 
more money or without any increase 
In taxes? 

Are Graveled Roade Better Than Dlrtf 
While the first proposition does not 

permit of argument, It being so ap
parent that the graveled road is at 
least to some extent better than the 
dirt road, I wish to refer to a few ' 
concrete facts to support this. Let j 
us have the whole problem In ming I 
and the facts all before us. | 

A stretch of noad on the Lincoln 
Highway near Nevada, Iowa, has been 
improved with a reasonably hard, 
graveled surface. Before improve
ment, it took 106 pounds average 
draft to pull a load of one ton over 
this road. After the road was im
proved, it took an average draft of 75 
lbs. to pull the same load In the same 
wagon over this road. In other 
words only 70% as much power. 
These figures are from the United 
Btates Department of public roads 
which made a dynamometer test of 
that particular road. In other words, 
the United States Government with 
their instruments determined just 
bow much of a pull It took to take a 
load over this road. 

The saving In this pulling power 
was found to be 30% when the farm
ers used the harder surfaced road. 

Now. it Is apparent if the largest 
load a farmer coeld haul over this 
road before it was Improved was <• 
bushels, and if It took 30% less pow
er to pull the 40 bushel load after It 
was improved, he could increase his 
load when hauling over the improved 
road. That Is if 70% of his power 
would pdll 40 bushels 100% or what 
ke expended on the old road te pell 
40 bushels, would pull 87 bushels on 
the Improved rotf. He can now pull 
57 bushels with the same team and 
the same wagon he previously pulled 
40 bushels. Bis hauling is done In 
30% less time sad therefore glvee 
him M% of his tM previously d* 
voted te this wort te devote te o«M| 

work. He saves 30% of the wear and 
tear dn his horses, wagons, harness, 
etc. If his time and service of his 
team and tbe wear and tear on the 
wqgon, harness, etc., is worth 39 
cejits toftf per mye—and the; 
UljUed 6trt«s Government ms It is, 
r*he vtoulj} save approximately 10 
Cdu'ts jftr load per mile. Estimate the 
bomber of loads you take to tQ$g* &9, 
tads you bring home of coal, lumber, 
etc. Multiply this by 10 cents per 
load saved on one mile, multiply this 
by the miles you live from town and 
figure for yourself what the better 
foad means to you in actual dollars 
and cents. It iB easily demonstrated 
that in actual dollars and cents so 
far as your own time is concerned, 
pnd the w^ar &aj} tear ob ^8iur ^gam* 
wapojp and harness, you are many 
dollars ahead. Suppose it is 150.09 
per farm, and it Is all of this. With 
200,000 farmers in Iowa, thlj would, 
look like a saving of ten million dol
lars per year, In actual cash, to 6ay 
nothing of the advantages of this 
road over which you may travel every 
day in the year to church, public meet
ings, county fairs, for the doctor, et$., 
all of which is thrown In as ixtri. You 
men who own automobiles, and there 
are more cars ia the country than in 
the cities, stop and consider what the 
wear and tear on your car and tires 
is on a rough, lumpy mud road as 
compared with the smooth graveled 
road, to say nothing of the gasoline 
used—and gasoline costs mopey now
adays. How many of you have burn
ed out a clutch or wrenched your car 
trying to get out of a mud hole? 

Market Crops When Prices Are High
est. 

There is another big item in your 
favor. Prices of farm products some 
way seem to be highest when you 
cannot get to town on account of mud. 
This condition is taken into consider
ation by grain speculators. They gam
ble on the assurance that you cannot 
haul your crops to town in the spring. 
What would it mean to you if you 
could market your crop when you 
liked, to catch the higher price? 
Many hundred of thousands of dol
lars to tbe fartp^rs qt Iowa, and this 
loss is just as real as though y$tj had 
the extra money in your pocket and 
then burned It up. 

Let's be honest with ours?lY*s and 
recognise the times we did not go to 
town with wheat or corn or oats be
cause the roads w«re bad. No manu
facturer would put up with such a 
condition in the marketing et his 
products if he could help it. He gets 
cars when he wants them or finds out 
why. Farming is the biggest busi
ness In Iowa and should have proper 
facilities. 

Do you know it costs more to get 
your crops from the farm to the rail
road station than it does from the 
railroad station to market? We com
plain about an Increase In railroad 
freight rates of a small amount, and 
possibly justly, and overlook an op
portunity to cut down an already ex
isting expense In sat amount that In 
many cases would go a long way 
towards paying the total railroad 
freight rate. I was taught early that 
it was not what you got that counted 
but what you saved—not what the vol
ume of a business might be that was 
all important but what portion *of that 
volume was net—in other words, that 
expenses were as important as in
come. Good roads will actually make 
ino-.cy in the money they save. That 
is why I am for them—not for Joy 
lidiiig- Let us make them pay and 
ret the joy riding, the visiting, the 
ljrjjtr community life as extra dlvi-
..... .'.s. 

J.nts On Improved Roads Are 
Pleased. 

Within the last few months, I wrote 
a lai'^cj number of farmers living up
on improved roads, in several states, 
asliir-s them how tliey were pleased, 
\vh:;her uiny would take back the 
ino .ay the roads cost them, and go 
tac'i to the old conditions; and I 
pledge ;.'o:i my wcrd that without ex
ception there was no man living upon 
asi improved road who would take liis 
nioney back and go back to the old 
read (and in many cases they paid 
out of their own funds a large portion 
of the cost of the road without re
course to general taxation, fhe bur
den of payment being proportionately 
greater) and every farmer reported 
that his land had advanced several 
dollars an acre, the average being 
$13.00 from the four hundred farmers 
heard from. 

Now if it "is agreed that the better 
road with the hlllB cut down, the road 
graded and graveled, with permanent 
bridges is really better than our pres
ent dirt roads, which are at many 
times of the year practically impass
able, the next proposition is how te 
get this better road without costing 
any extra money or without the in
crease of one dollar in taxes. 

Bridge Problem First. 
First, we will apply ourselves te 

the bridge problem. A certain coun
ty I have in mind, and it may be your 
county, has paid $179,000.00 for 
bridges In the past three years, aa 
average of $60,000.00 per year. A 
very large portion of this has gone for 
"repairs, maintenance, etc." To be 
exact, $130,000.00 of this $179,000.00 
went for repairs and temporary con
struction. Think ot It, $130,000.00 for 
repairs or for temporary bridges that 
would soon need repairs, out of a te« 
tal of $179,000.00. A survey of the 
county I have la salad shows that 
nine to ten hundred thousand dollars 
would bridge every stream In tbe 
county with persnaaent bridges 
These bridges and culverts ought te 

for the next one hundred years 
If put in properly and the nwlntenance 
would be practically nothing. Mew 
en the basis of the money spent fos 
bridges for the past three yeecs (an* 
I Bight aetrell tell yen that It le Oaei 

County I am talking about) you wouldi 
In 20 years pay in enough money to 
put in these permanent bridges, -in< 
eluding all the interest you would pay 
et four and one-half percent. YoUl 
jought under present conditions to gel 
th| money at four percent and at th§t! 
jrgtfc you would discharge the whole 
debt and pay all the interest in 27 
fears. 

I wish to emphasize that this is e* 
the basis of your average for the past 
three years. On tbe basis of what 
j^ou aflat on bridges last year (1918) 
y<yi {quid Pty off all your bonds sndj 
jBtefell lfi Tl years. On the othWj 
hand On the basis of what actuallyj 
went into permanent bridges last year 
|t will take you 143 years to get per* 
m&Asot tiridgsi is Cms ?9u»ty 
cause so large a portion of what yon 
paid in bridgi taxes went into repairs. 

I also wish to call your attention 
to tbe fact that Qass County was net 
(Specially selected by me but I fot 
thb figures OQ Qass County becauae 
I was requested to come here and 

this problem over with y°u- You 
1 agree that *itb the Nishnabotna 

Iter, Indian Creek, Camp Creek, 
Walnut Creek, etc., more brldaes are 
necessary in Cass county than In 
many of the other counties of the 
state or counties not having so many 
streams. You have. In fact, one of 
the worst qountlef in the state so far 
RS the number of bridges necessary is 
concerned. The average county will 
need to spend but two-thirds to tljree-
fourths as much for bridges as Cass 
County will need to spend, and their 
bonds will therefore be paid off in a 
proportionately fewer number of 
years. The tax payers of the other 
counties of the state should have this 
In mind in considering these figures. 

Permanent Bridgea Save Repairs. 
After you pay off the principal and 

interest on the bond Issije that would 
give you permanent bridges over au 
your streams you are big money 
ahead because you save the lar^e 
amount you are now spending for re
pairs. In other words, the tax pay
ers would spend no more than they 
are now paying and in a 

pfty less into the bridal 
Of putting a bur-

gm 

will actually 
ifund, and instead 
den upon your children you actuaUy 
relieve thqm of the burdeh of repaljl. 

Some of your present bridges afe 
In good condition and you womd or 
course not take these opt but for 
present would borrow only sufficlJg^ 
money to put In permanent bridgeq ifi 
place of the temporary bridges thit 
must be replaced and then next year 
er in two or three years borrow an
other amount to replace other brldgfrb 
that have outlived their usefulness 
snd then in another period replaca 
still others instead of "repairing" 
them. Surely no one will object te 
this program so far as bridges are , 
concerned, because the plan does ftt 
contemplate paying Into the brlogft 
fund a single qytra del^r but does In 
fact cut out the repairs that y«9 
would be obliged to make during tke-
yeare to ms on temporary bridges. 
It occurs"Wwie'lhat the oaly way fell 
cen be sure that your taxes are net 
going up is to follow this method. 

Build Bridges Ae You Do Schools. 
I wish to call your attention to tb» 

fact that If you were going to buili 
a school house you would get to
gether and determine on how much 
that school house should cost you. Ne
ons of you will propose to pay if 
taxes enough this year to build thai 
school house. No one of you would 
urge that all you could do this year 
would be to dig the seller or furnace; 
room, next year put in the foundation, 
the year after put In the flrat floor, 
tbe year after that put In tbe second 
floor and In tbe fifth year put en the 
roof, and all these years be without 
the school building. No, you would 
agree among yourselves that during 
a period of years you would under 
your present rate of assessment pay 
In a certain sum in taxes to the build
ing funds which could be applied te 
this particular building and that yon 
would borrow the money and build 
the school house and move into it at 
nnce, paying Interest and principal 
from your taxea as paid in. This Is 
exactly the system proposed for our 
permanent bridges. We will borrow 
the money, build the bridges and have 
the use of them now, cut out all re
pairs because they will be perma
nent bridges; and then use our funde 
as they come in to retire the bonds. 

There are counties in Iowa that 
have been settled for sixty years that 
did not have a single permanent 
bridge when the Highway Commis
sion was created in 1913. Cerro Gordo 
County, on the other hand, which be
gan building permanent bridgea tea 
years ago, will be completely bridged 
with masonry in the next five years 
and will have no more use for a bridge 
fund except a very small tax to keep 
np the maintenance on bridges that 
should last one hundred years. Cerre 
Uordo County spent $4337 for bridge 
repairs In 1914 and $6700 last yeer, 
an average of $5,000, even though they 
are not completely bridged with per
manent bridges, while the average for 
the whole state was $25,700 per coun
ty for repairs and temporary construe 
tion. 

Harrison County, has been paying 
as she goes, and has practically no 
permanent bridges, and last year spent 
for repairs alone $51,000. Shelby 
County had seventy-five old system 
bridges washed out In the spring of 
1913 while not a single bridge Resign* 
ed by the State Highway Commission 
baa been loat in the entire stale 
during a period of three years. 

I believe anticipating revenue te 
batM permanent bridges? will appeal 
le you as practical, w do net ordin
arily expect to pay fer expensive, 
bridges In a single season. 

Unit mm Weeds Be. Graveled? 
Witt the bine e* down, the seat 
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