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Playing Both Sides.

The Des Moines Register and Leader,
for half a century the leading Repub-
lican newspager of Iowa and the middle
west, editorally summing up the state
Republican ticket and the platform
adopted in the state convention at Des

. Moines, Wednesday, has the following
tosay:

““The proceedings of the Re ublican
convention yesberdl% were evidently

e

designed to hold dry Republicans in line
while making a bid for wet support,

and to gain as much support as possible |-

from the mud roads contingent without
entirely sacrificing self-respect. The
platform bears the ear-marks of an
attempt to handle a delicate situation
without giving offense to anyone, and
at the same time without appearin
ridiculous. The wishes of county an
district candidates, who always desire
strength near the head of the ticket,
were mainly manifest.

“In the Savery lobby discussions which
preceded the ballot on attorney general,
the one universal remark was that the
Republicans should balance their ticket
by nominating a ‘dry.’ The dry candi-
date, Mr. Havner, received the vote of
such wet strongholds as Scott, Clinton,
Clayton, Crawford and other counties.

“If Mr. Harding isn’t a ‘wet,” why
was it necessary to balance the ticket?

“‘The platform indorses previjus par-
ty declarations on temperance and pro-
hibition, and declares there shall be no
backward step. The last precading
declaration upon the subject in a state

latform calls for the maintenance of

e mulct law. The republicans yes-
terday did not indorse the repeal of the
mulct law. That would have alienated
Scott county. So the convention strad-
dled. The party is making a bid for
saloon support, and nothing else can be
twisted out of the specious set of al-
leged principles which passes as a dec-
laration in favor of temperance.

“For the real sentiment of the con-
vention toward its candidate for gov-
ernor, compare the descriptive phrases
used in describing him and in describ-
ing Hughes. The following includes
everything of a descriptive nature in
the platform.

‘““Hughes—‘Man of the hour,’
‘matchless leader,’ ‘honesty,’ ‘fearless-
ness,” ‘wonderful mental achieve-

ments,” ‘true Americanism,” ‘unblem-

ished private and public life.’
‘‘Harding— ‘Fearless and progres-

sive Americanism,’ ‘leader of thought

* and action.’

““In the hyperbole of platform eulo-
(‘. damning with faint praise is quite
effective. In this case the convention

no malice. It was simply com-
_ pelled to face the facts.”

The Register and Leader is in a po-
sition to know whereof it speaks andit
_is more than probable the voters of
Jowa will look at the matter ‘in the
SAme manner.

Is Harding the Republican Candidate?
Now-a-day we are hearing the feeble
ery that Republicans should support the
party nominee (Harding) for Governor.
The question arises in our mind, is he
the party nominee or merely the nomi-
nee of those Republicans and Demo-
erats that place the liquor interests
sbove honse, home, wife, children, and
overything else that is good. These
men coupled with those that Mr. Hard-
ing has been able to deceive by his fal-
sifying the road issue, by his playing
“‘mud roads’’ in one community, ‘‘good
roads’’ in other communities. ‘‘Dry’’
where he thought it paid to be ‘‘dry;"’
“‘wet’’ where it paie to be ‘‘wet.”’
Jowa has now had such a damnable Dr.
Jykle and Mr. Hyde candidate for office.
Every man whether he believes in good
or bad roads, in saloons or prohibition,
should at least remember that no polit-
ical shyster should be made the Gov-
emor of so great a state as Iowa.
Harding is not the nominee of any
party. He is the nominee of a com-
bination composed largely of bad inter-
ests. Every good voter of lowa should
be determined to stamp out this polit-
ical leprosy from our state.
You can settle the liquor question by
a vote on that amendment. If Jowa
wants saloons, let’s vote 'em. If lowa
wants prohibition, let’s vote it; but for
““‘God’s sake’’ and for ‘‘lowa’s sake,’’
stamp out the prince of political crooks
by refusing to make him the head of
your and my great state. —New Hamp-
ton Tribune.

The Primary Hasn’t Changed the Facts.

The reason why we opposed W. L.
Harding for Governor before the pri-
maries still exist. Therefore our oppo-
pition still stands and on the selfsame
grounds. Many of the Republican edit-
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Candidate for Governor, Deliver
ed at Atlantic, May 31,

settled once and
at least as the

?t%]dﬂ. for Gov-
edrndd he is not urg-

“Let's have |
for all that
Democratic

ernor is ¢
Ing paving.

“There I8 ng glsposition to force
an h‘? ed r&dd upon any ¢om-
munl g that dgée not desire it—
the pédple must order it by their
vote.”

“Thg taxp hould absolute-
ly oby ARG Ifutep 31 funds
and no proiM ghould pe entered
upon u ﬁ op ave glven
express aullip) by thelr- vots,
lam('gr b/ VYowa's mik
llong R it in pere per
mah p} : d Aot for Increas-
Inj taxed? .

“The pegple regeiye a
:ﬂnr'. %.J ronso for évery

r thd y.”
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“I pelieys ip ‘@ eonguct of eur
rmmunjty. coy ty and state af-
Irs the same by.lnen principles
x&ould be followed as in our pem
nal affairs.”

HON. E. T. MEREDITH.

I have been advised to talk in gem-
ral terms when discussing road mat-
rs, the argument being that if I
ent too much into detail some would
pbject to some feature while if I talk-
od in general terms voters would
ke no offense because I would real-
not have said anything.

I have also been advised to say
pothing regarding roads until alter the
primaries when I would know who
py opponent was and I might then
flesire to say something differemt. I
flo not see that whether one man or
pnother is my opponent can change
what I think about roads, so why not
go on record one time as well as an-
pther? 1 am consequently going to
Balk roads tonight and not wait for
the Republican Primaries. I am also
:oing to talk as plainly as I know
ow, that you may know exactly
where I stand rather than to talk in
peneral terms and when I get
through have you wondering what I
really think about roads. I believe
this is what you would wish.

Before entering upon a discussion
of the road problem itself I wish to
all your attention to some of the

]se assertions that are being made,
r at least false impressions that are

ing Very geneérally circulated.

There is an organization known as
The Tax Payers League, the member-
ship of which I believe to be largely
made up of honest patriotic Iowans
put who have been misled by schem-
Ing, unprincipled men, whom [ fear
have some selfish purposes of their
pwn to serve. I find, for instance, in
p recent call for one of their meet-
Ings, the following:

“Organize for your homes. Hard

place a debt upon our children that
will be whHrse than the war debt of
Europe. Let us swear political death
to all grafters and all candidates
that favor the paving of our publie
highways. Let us fight for our
bomes.”

In another notice, 1 find this:

“These tax eaters, If we don’t stop
them, wiil get a law compelling the
farmers to pave their cow lots and
pasture lands to keep the cattle oft
the grass, on account of sanitary ne
gessity.” ;
- I quote the following from Mr. Hard.
Ing, candidate for nomination as Gow.
srnor:

“Because 1 am opposing a proposed
Jssue of $100,000,000 in bonds to pave

ors we fear are more Republican than | the highways of the state I am brand-

they are honest, in that they also
opposed Harding before the gprimaries,
throwing out strong arguments against
him but now since his nomination
through a mistaken loyalty to party
they discredit their own former argu-
ments and shout just as lustily for him.
If he was not a proper candidate before
the primary he is not now.—Riceville
Recorder.

Farms for Sale.

483 acre farm with good buildings, 33
miles from Cresco. >

149 acres well improved, 2§ miles
from Cresco.

40 acres 4 miles from Cresco.

For prices and terms see
ANDREW SMITH.

-

eod as an advocate of bad roads.”

Now I would be pleased to see any
j\llhoritatl\'e statement from any can-
¢idate or others who are urging pav-
ing or a $100,000,000 bond issue. 1
sm not asking that our roads be pav.
od and I have not found others whe
gre. Let's have It settied once and for
a!l that so far at least as the Demo
gratic Candidate for Governor Is com
eerned he is not urging paving. ] de
wish you to understand, however, that
§ am for better roads than we now
pave in Iowa. | am not appealing te
you for votes on a mud platform e
making an effort te be elected gow
ernor of lowa on a re-actionary er d&
nothing policy.

%o our progreea.

— — . -

MEREDITH ON ROADS

Speech of E. T. Meredith, Democratie govVernor ¢

b | ber who will urge that our Jowa roads

poads will mortgage our homes and |

| am for progrees in lowa and | b
lieve goed roads are highly necesssry | the cutting down of our hills the first

In Campalan to Scrve lowa.

I am sensibie of the great honor be-
. ytowed upon one when he is elected
this great stale. I am
pot in this for honor, however. I am
;ln th{ ct?:ﬁa;sp to serve Iowa if I
| wng #nd [ Wolld fegl that by stand.
; Ing for those things which mean prog-
.resaf and being defeated, I have serve
od Iowa to a far greater extent than
by trimmjng my eails to the wind,
, standing for no progress, even though
lby so doing I pght be elected; and
I would also feel that possibly as much
honor had come to me if defeated on
"a platform of service as would come
. to me in my election on a platform of
,reaction. Let me repeat as sincerely
| r I know how that I am not unmind-
|

ul of the hono: ed to bel 0
| ernor 3} owa, tﬂﬁl e 653 ﬁ-f as
, frankly, and you accept it as just as

sincere a statement that whether I

bm elected governor of Iowa is really
'not so vit@ a matter to me. I do
. leel, however, that it is vitally im-
' portant to the tax payers of lows lfat
| pomg one sh%u]f be elected who has

jome interest in their welfare, and

i will apply business principles to the
‘gonduct of the state’s affairs; some
pne who will stand for what he
thinks is right before any and all au-
diences and compromise himself on
po proposition just to get votem 1
'lm sure we understand each other
f;nd that it after a full discussion of
| what I think the state needs you agree
'wlth my views, then you are with
! me. It when you know what I am for,
| you do not agree with me as to policy,
i then you are against me; and that is
ilhe basis upon which the campaiga
i should be made.

| All for Good Roads.

l Now with this preliminary, I wish
| to call your attention to a statement
[ find in another call for one of these
tax payers’' meetings. It is as follows:
“We belleve in good roads the same
ps every one in Jowa does. We want
the best roads we can afford.”

1 take it that this statement is an
puthoritative one and that we can
pgree that every one in Jowa wishes
Jood roads and appreciates the value
’ of them.

Some say that dirt roads are all that
| hre necessary, but I believe the nume
guring the larger portion of the yo';r
pre all that are necessary are but
few and the agitation over the rogd
guestion is because the fact is gen{!;
ally recognized that dirt roads
fowa are not enough.

JIowa is away behind other states
In the matter of good roads. Why is
this true? The records in all the
states show that lowa tax payers pay
more each year in taxes for bridges
and roads than any other state in the
pnion with two exceptions, and that
twenty-six other states have more
miles of improved roads than Iowa
for a smaller amount of money spent.
Burely there is something wrong.
Burely we have not been getting value
received for our money. Surely this
would indicate that if properly spent
we could have the improved roads on
pur present expenditures. Twenty-
pix other states ve them for the
pame or less mohey than we have
been spending.

Minnesota and Missouri on two
sides of us each have three times as
many miles of hard roads as we have,
‘;t they raise less money éach year.

{scongin has five times as many
miles, Ohio and Indiana each have
ten times as many miles of hard road
a2 we have and all on less money than
we pay for mud.

There is no one of us who has not
! peen many times in lowa when we
, could not vislt our neighbors because
pf the bad roads; could not get our
produce to town; could not with any
degree of comfort on occasions attend
thurch, and have seen buggles, wagons
' and automobiles sired in our roads.
Just the other some men stole an
i putomodile, got {gp miles from town,
mired in the mud and could get no
farther. Upon {mquiry of a farmer
for a team to pull them out, they were
arrested. This is at least one time
when an impassable road served a
good purpose, but it illustrates the
condition into which our roads get at
times because if anybody ever tried
to get through them these men did.
There are but few who will argue that
our roads under our present system
are satisfactory. I would say that
pinety-five percent of the people in
the state of Jowa are demanding bet-
ter roads, and, as the tax payers’
league urges, “want the best roads

Subdrain the Roads.
| The subdrainage of hillside roads
{Is one of the most neglected parts of
our entire road system. The water
seeping out of the hillside or rising
fropp below keeps many of 8lQ]

In bad condition much of th’l me. Up-
| der this defect the mor% the S_QIC‘ llx
;trqveled the worge it becoinés,

| plfites guch as these, tile should be
[1aid undet th¢ road to sub-4rain end
cafry this water off rather thaf have
| It come to the surface. There are
! many long stretches of flat-road wheére
! tile should also be laid. This is an
important matter and we will make
It plank number two. I know you will
sgree with it.

Road Beds Graded and Rounded.

1 am sure that all will agree our
road beds should be well graded and
rounded so the water which falls as
rain will not stand in the middle of
the road in puddles to soften the road
bed and result in cuts and ruts. Every
tax payer ig Jo¥s will agreg that the
grading up of olir roads 50 as to shed
water i8 desirable, so we will make
the third plank in our rocds program
“Road beds to be graded and round-
ed.”

If the water is turned to the side
of the road, 1 am sure again that
all will agree this water should be
disposed of and not allowed to stand
in pools and ponds along the road to
soak up our grades, s0 the fourth
plank in our good roads program will
be to have the roads well drained with
ditches at the side leading into
streams @r culverts and carrying the
,surplul water away.

! These are generally recognized as
! fundamental propositions, but I wish
{to state them and get common con-
gent to the program as we go along.

{ Bridges Should Be Permanent Struc-
tures.

Another necessity that all will ree-
ognize are bridges and culverts, and
practically every farmer and tax
payer of the state of Iowa will without
exception agree that these bridges
and culverts should be permanent
structures, preferably concrete, that
we may to a very large extent cut out
repairs. It is in this item of repairs
pud maintenance of témporafy bridges
that we put a large portion of our tax
money. This is our big leak and we
should stop it. It is not necessary to
urge upon Iowa tax payers that we
build permanent brl?u g0 1 am go-
ing to make plank humber five, “that
all bridges and culverts, so far as is
practical, should be of permanent con-
struction. Such structures will last
for the next hundred years with prac-
tically no repairs.

Now we come to the proposition of
whether or not we shall have any
surfacing on this road upon which we
bave cut down the hills, have graded
vp the road bed, have drained it in
rocd «hawe and upon which we have
¢ ected permanenti bridges. 1 take it
ks & fore cen - usion that the tax
ers ¢® izwa vil be glad to have
L rraveled rocd Yed I it would pay
2 to have ft, .f It s enough to
. it a co i=vestment, Ju:xl £3
they put the'r money into siles. trac-.
t =g, cr-2m separators, ete. Mi'ljone
of Jola s ure spent for these a“ticlre
I acause they pay. 1 take it that if the
rregram [ have outifned with tie sur-
face graveled really dces make a Let-
ter road and yet costs no more, no
tax payer in Jowa will object to gzt-
ting the better road for the same
money. No one here will object to
having a road such as I bave decerib-
ed with a graveled surface from his
farm to town if it costs him nothing—
in other words—does not increcce his
taxes.

Granted all this, there are but two
propositions left:

First, Is the graveled graded road
and better than our present ungravel-
ed road? and,

Second, 1f 8o, how can we get the
better road without spending any
more money or without any increase
in taxes?

Zonz

Are Graveled Roads Better Than Dirt?

While the first proposition does not
permit of argument, it being so ap-
parent that the graveled road is at
least to some extent better than the
dirt road, 1 wish to refer to a few
concrete facts to support this.

and the facts all before us.

A stretch of mad on the Lincoln
Highway near Nevada, Jowa, has been
jmproved with a reasonably hard,
graveled surface. Before improve-
ment, it took 106 pounds average
draft to pull a load of one ton over

they can afford.”

ed fact, then, that we
roads. This granted, I am sure that
all will agree that one of the things
necessary to give us better roads in
Jowa is the cuttilng down of many
of our hills. All will agree that a
{ hill cut down mow will still be cut
| down a thousand years from now and
that money spent for this purpose will
pot be wasted. We will agree that the
first thing to do 18 to cut down these
grades, and if we are going to do it,
to do it now, it i§ can be done with-
out extra expense, that we may not
for the next several years be climb.
fng up one side of these hills and roil
ing down the other side. I believe
all will agree that in many counties
By putting on a proper outfit, letting
a contract of comsiderable size to a
good Irish contractor, it would cost
the tax payers less money to handle
the dirt on some of our big hills than
by our present piece-meal method
with inferior outfits. It Is so apparent
that cutting down our grades would
add greatly to our roads that | am
going to accept this as generally
egreed upon as desirable, and make

want better |

plaak in our good roads platiorm,

; .
->

Hills Should Be Cut Down, !
1 am going to take it as an accept- |

'words only

this road. After the road was im-
proved, it took an average draft of 76
Ibs. to pull the same load {n the same
wagon over this road. In other
70% as much power.
'These figures are from the United
Btates Department of public roads
which made a dynamometer test of
that particular road. In other words,
the United States Government with
thelr Instruments determined just
how much of a pull it took to take a
load over this road.

The saving In this pulling power
was found to be 30% when the farm-
ers used the harder surfaced road.

Now it is apparent if the largest
Joad a farmer cosld haul over this
road before it was improved was 40
bushels, and if it took 30% less pow-
er to pull the 40 bushel load after it
was improved, he could increase his
load when hauling over the improved
road. That is if 70% of his powee
would pfll 40 bushels 100% or what
he expended on the old road te puil
40 bushels, would pull 57 bushels om
the improved rogd. He can now pull
57 bushels with the same team and
the same wagon he previously pulled
¢0 bushels. His hauling is done i
30% Jess time and therefore gives
him 30% of his tim® previously de-
voted to this work to devote $0 otheg

-——
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work. He saves 30% of the wear and
tear on his horses, wagons, harness,
etc. If his time and service of his
team and the wear and tear on the
wagon, harpess, etc., {8 worth 30
ts per loag per mije—and the
?sed Stgtes Governwept ”{1 it is
~shé wouly save approximately 10
cents Jér load per mile. Estimate the
hymber of l9ads you take to to¥n, the
opds you bring home of coal, lumber,
te. Multiply this by 10 cents per
load saved on one mile, multiply this
by the miles you live from town and
figure for yourself what the better
foad means to you in actual dqllars
and cents. It is easily demonstrated
that in actual dollars and cents 80
far as your own time is concerned,
pnd the wear ang tear op yQWr {gam,
wagop apd harness, you are many
dollars ahead. Suppose it is $50.00
per farm, and it 1s all of this. With
200,000 farmers in lowa, thiyg would
look llke a saving of ten million dol-
lars per year, in actual cash, to say
nothing of the advantages of this
road over which you may trave] every
day in the year to church, public meet-
Ings, county fairs, for the dqctor, et¢.,
all of which is thrown in as éxtra. You
men who own automobiles, and there
are more cars in the countyy than in
the cities, stop and consider what the

compared with the smooth graveled
road, to say nothing of the gasoline
used—and gasoline costs mogey now-
adays.

trying to get out of a mud hole?

Market Crops When Prices Are Hig ,
est.

favor. Prices of farm products some |
way seem to be highest when you
cannot get to town on account of mud. |

ation by grain speculators. They gam-
ble on the assurance that you cannot
haul your crops to town in the spring.
What would it mean to you if you |
could market your crop when you
liked, to catch the hlgper price?
Many hundred ef thousamnds of dol-
lars to the farmeys Qf Jowa, and this
loss is just as real as though y3b had
the extra moneg in your pockét and
then burned it up.

Let's be honest with oursglyes and
recognise the times we did not go to
town with wheat or corn or oats be-
cause the roads were bad. No manu-
facturer would put up with such a
condition im the marketing ot his
products if he could help it. He gets
cars when he wants them or finds out
why. Farming is the biggest busi-
pess In Iowa and should have proper
facilities.

Do you know it costs more to get
your crops from the farm to the rail-
road station than it does from the
railroad station to market? We com-
plain about an increase in raflroad
freight rates of a small amount, and
possibly justly, and overlook an op-
portunity te cut dowm an already ex-
isting expense im an amount that in
many cases would go a long way
towards paying the total railroad
freight rate. I was taught early that
it was not what you got that counted
but what vou saved—not what the vol-
ume of a business might be that was
g!l isiportant but what portion ‘of that
vclume was net—in other words, that
expenses were as important as in-
come. Good roads will actually make
mo.cy in the money they save. That
j& vay I am for them—not for joy
1id.ug. Let us make them pay and
. the joy riding, the visiting, the
comm:unity life as extra divi

e
Jerger
oL,

' ‘“.n*s On Improved Roads Are
Plcased.

Within the last few months, I wrote
a lerze number of farmers living up-
on impreved roads, fn several states,
asking them how tley were pleased,
wh..her they wounld take back the
mo.zy the rouds cost them, and g0
tack to the old conditions; and I
pledge rou my werd that without ex-
ception there was 120 man living upon
am improved road who wonld take Lis
money back and go back to the old
rcad (and in many cases they paid
out of their own funds a large portion

Let | jen of payment being proportionately
us have the whole problem in mlng ! greater) and every farmer reported
| that his land had advanced several

of the cost of the road without re
course to general taxation, fhe bur

dollars an acre, the average being
$12.00 from the four hundred farmers
heard from.

Now if it is agreed that the better
road with the hills cut down, the road
graded and graveled, with permanent
bridges is really better than our pres-
egt dirt roads, which are at many
times of the year practically impass-
able, the next proposition is how te
get this better road without costing
any extra money or without the in-
c«rease of one dollar in taxes.

Bridge Problem First.

First, we will apply ourselves t®
the bridge problem. A certain coum-
ty I have in mind, and it may be your
county, has pald $179,000.00 for
bridges in the past three years, an
average of $60,000.00 per year. A
very large portion of this has gone for
“repairs, maintenance, etc.” To be
exact, $130,000.00 of this $179,000.00
went for repairs and temporary con-
struction. Think of it, $130,000.00 for
repairs or for temporary bridges that
would soon need repairs, out of a to-

eounty Wwith permanent

These bridges and culverts ought te

for the next one hundred years

put in properly and the maintenance

be practically nothing. New

of the money. speat
past

1

|

in 20 years pay in enough money
put in these permanent bridges, -l
cluding all the interest you would pa
gt four and one-half percent. You,
pught under present conditions to ge
the money at four percent and at thgt!
hi‘ you would discharge the whoj
flebt and pay all the interest in 2
years.

1 wish to emphasize that this is oN;
the basis of your average for the past
three years. On the baslp of what
you t on bridges last yesr (1918)|
yde pyy off all your bonds snd
fote ia years. On the oth
hand 6n thé basls of what nctu:lzg
went {nto permanept bridges last y
jt will take yoy 143 years to get m:
B ] ?o Cags Coupty be
cause s lar§e a portion of what you
paid in bridgé taxes went into repairs.'

I also wish to call your attent]

the fact that Cpss County was n

eclally seledtéd by me but I got
the figures oy (ass County because
I was requegted to come here and
this prohlem over with you. You

| agree that with the Nishnabotna

{¢er, Indian Creek, Camp Creek,
Walnut Creek, etc., more bridges are
necessary in Cass county than in
many of the other counties of

wear and tear om your car and tires | s¢reams,
Is on a rough, bumpy mud road as ' the worst countieg in the state so far

h | proportionately fewer

dasis ’ fos.
for the years (end
as9yell tell you that it is Onee

——— o
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ptate or counmties not having so many
You bave, in fact, one of

as the number of bridges necessary is
concerned., The average county will
need to spend but two-thirds to three-

{ How many of you have burn- { fourths as much for bridges as Cass
|ed out a clutch or wrenched your car | County will need to spend, and their
| bonds will therefore be paid off in &

number of
years. The tax payers of the other

counties of the state should have this

There is another big item In your |, ming in considering these fizures,

Permanent Bridges Save Repairs.
After you pay off the principal ang

This condition is taken into consider- ; interest on the bond issye that woul

give you permanent bridges over al
your streams you are big money
ahead because you save the large
amount you are now spending for re-
pairs. In otber words, the tax pay-
ers would spend no more than the
p_r& now payl and IP a {ow ¥
will actually less ipto the brid
fund, and instead of putting a b
den upon your children you actua
relieve them of the burdeh of repaify§.
Some of yopr present bridges af¢
in good conditiop and you woq:l o
course not take thesg oyt but fo the
resent would bdrrow only sufficiens
oney to put in permanent bridgeg ia
place of the temporary %rld“e. thit
must be replaced and then next year
or in two or three years borrow ap-
other amount to replace other b
that have outlived their usefu
and then in another period replace
still others instead of ‘“repairing”
them. Surely mo one will object to
this program so far as bridges are
concerned, because the plan does
contemplate paying into the br

fund a single gptra dellgr buj does in
fact cut oyt the repa that m
would be d to make during the

years um %un.omy bridges.
It 1 ‘That ‘the oaly way :
can be siure that your taxes are
going up is to follow this method.

Bulld Bridges As You Do Schools.

I wish to call your attention to the
fact that If yeu were going to buil@
a school house you would get to-
gether and determine on how much
that school house should cest you. No-
one of you will propose to iy
taxes enough this year to build that
school house. No omne of you would
urge that all you could do this year
would be to dig the gellar or furnace
room, next year put in the foundation,
the year after put in the first floor,
the year after that put in the secon@
floor and in the fifth year put en the
roof, and all these years be without
the school building. No, you would
agree among yourselves that during
a period of years you would under
your present rate of assessment DAY
in a certain sum in taxes to the build-
fng funds which could be applied to
this particular building and that you
would borrow the money and build
the school house and move into it at
once, paying interest and principat
rom your taxes as paid in. This {s
exactly the system proposed for our
permanenf bridges. We will borrow
the money, build the bridges and have
the use of them now, cut out all re-
pairs because they will be perma-
pent bridges:; and then use our funds
a8 they come in to retire the bonds.

There are counties in Iowa that
bave been settled for sixty years that
did not have a single permanent
pridge when the Highway Commis-
sion was created in 1913. Cerro Gordo
County, on the other hand, which be.
gan building permanent bridges tem
years ago, will be completely bridged
with masonry im the next five yeass
and will have no more use for a bridge
fund except a very small tax to keep
up the maintenance on bridges that
should last one hundred years. Cerro
Gordo County spent $4337 for bridge
repairs in 1914 and $6700 last year,
an average of $5,000, even though they
gre not completely bridged with per-
manent bridges, while the average for
the whole state was $25,700 per coun-
ty for repairs and temporary comnstrue-
tion.

Harrison County, has been paying
as she goes, and has practically mo
permanent bridges, and last year spent
for repairs alone $51,000. Shelby
County had seventy-five old system
bridges washed out In the spring of
1913 while not a single bridge @es
od by the State Highway Commiseion
bas been lost in the entire state
during a period of three years.

1 believe anticipating revenue te
bpuild permanemt b will appeal
t® you as practical. do mot ordin-

arily expect to pay for expensive

dridges In a single season.
Shall the Reade Be Graveled? >
With the hille eut dows, the red

County I am talking about) you woulq"

the -
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