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L.&N. RMLROAD

THE GREAT

THROUGH TRUNK LINE
between the cities of

Cmcmnau, Lexington, Louisville,
Evansville, St. Louis,
And thae cities of
Naslwillc. Memphis, Montgomery,
Mobile and New Orleans,

ithhout Chhangel
AND SPEED UNRIVALED,

SHORTEST AND QUICKEST ROUTE
From St. Louis, Evansville

and Henderson to the

SOUTHEAST AND SOUTH!
*d THROUGH COACHES &

From above cities to Nashville
and Chattanooga, mak-
ing direct con-
nection
WITH PULLMAN PALACE CARS
For Atlanta, Savannah, Macon,
Jacksonville and Points
IN FLORIDA.

Connections are made at Guthrie
and Nashville for all points
North, East, South and West,
in Pullman Palace Cars.

EMIGRANTS
Seeking homes on the line of this
road will receive special low rates,

See agents of this company for
rales, routes, &c., or write to

C. P Armore, G, P. & T, A,
Louisville, Kentucky.
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| From All the Year Round |

After all, it was Nan's “mapp]
the mountains’' who snapped & goil ]
of unscrupulous revenge, and Nao
lnd another were the gainers,

“What could I do but Kelp him,
poacher and vagabond though he|.
is? You cowld not leave him fo}
lie up there, in pain and helpless,

morning?"' =
“Certainly not.
ot

He thought he had
never seen her look pretty as
when, with the rose-red
{h?r cheeks and stealing into her
|}ow. broad brow, she steadfastly
declined to bear the title of ' PDonka
Quixote. "

L 14

color

It was a simple incident in one|
~— | of those wide, free ramhles which

English

are a feature of life in an

|country house Nan and her
| mother were guests at Terrick
| Manor. A party had gone out

tldlng on the downs. Nan was o
|laggard, pausing at the highest
points to drink in the beauty of the
that
| stretched like a panorama below
the Chilterns
|‘,I|c had been introduced to a
» | wholly Bucks

new wonderland,

| % i RE oea, B g .3
tated m ngh 1 . " u y . . 4
Gt B I8 St Warh % 18 B and marveled that people in Lon

. Tlanljonlbtﬂhunrﬂrdlnllivutiled don knew so little ”[ what was

| very near them. Taking a special
to rejoin her friends
|l!y a short cut—for it must be con
fessed that Nan
|h0r¢ewomnn she had found a big,
hulking fellow with a sgprained
A block of earth had been

was a random

[ dislodged, and man and mould had

|

many yards together
| Nan's pity offered aid, though he
_ | never asked it. She dismounted

and gave him a girlish arm to lean
{ upon, and somehow he had reached
the track hard by, and then Nan
walked away to some cottages half
a mile distant, and ensured for him

stiff for a
langhing as she

“For my arm will be

week," she said,

| told the story

Nan was assured that she had
befriended the greatest scoundrel
in the district—the !ecader of a

gang of hillside ruffians, who were

,aiways ready for a midnight visit
| to the preserves of Terrick Manor.

|

“#“That's Black Sam
T," said Squire Milne,
scribed the sufferer.

Mrs.
duly indignant.

“Nan does.the strangest things!"
she said.

And only Captain
cared to controvert the theory that
Nan was eccentric. The girl was
grateful, and there was henceforth
a favor for the latest comor which
was like strong wine to a fainting
man.

It was a surprise to Capt.
lie to meet Nan here, They were
old
spent in Jersey,
love had consciously
But he was poor, and had a hazy
outlook, and Nan old Col.
Covington's heiress.
Jim Fairlie recognized the barrier,
If he had been blind, the tart-
tongued dowager who snubbed Nan

Pewsy to a

as Nan de

Covington was thereupon

Fairlie had

I
acquaintances of a furlough
Into one
come then.

was

niece and

DESPERADO OF CHILTERN HILLS. 3%
% . “Misg Covington is so gay al-

{8 dangerous drama unfolding in

till somebody found I‘m‘n next.

| e‘npwmv|
ave douethem |

on |

— W Thgstafl, and bis eye ranged

heart 2
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arried to llh aoldier ) urﬁ whic‘l:
ified his pew hopes.

ppinion to do these lhlng? is gmlt\
1 do not believe that.”

Mrs. Cm'lngton had tie grace to |
be momentarily abashed.

“Of course: that is nonsence,”
she muttered, I never said so.
But it is a dreadful thing, a shame-
ful thing; and [ suppose it is true
that it _has happeoed? | wish it

“Mr. Stanton?" repcnicd the | were not.. The thieves knew where
ictener she hnd caught in a cot-|to go. If they were not put up to
or. it, how came they to guess that
“Yes: 1 can't tell you who he is; [there was such a.chance’ That is
nobody scems to know much about |what 1 ask, and what nobody an.
im-—except Mrs. Covington. He | swers."
to marry Miss Covingtom, you| ‘‘In the absen

rtcml\ that one wonders how her
pirits can be hlghcr when Mr.
Stanton arvives,” said a dry, wizen.
i little woman, whn perhaps saw

hese perpetual-pienics.

o O
Yaden Daden, or some of those

Fairlie.
places. 1 hear he is very rich, and| The irate woman turned upon
that Mrs, Covington thinks it ahim.

But we
us who stay.
He joins us in a fortnight."”

grand match for Nan “You went away directly it came
|out that 1 Perhaps
you fancy I am blind, Capt. Fair-
lover's house of | lie. were never
stands 1n and flowing |taken in your life. I have seen a
outhne on the tableland of fancy;| great deal. 1 feel inclined to ask
I'he light | if you are certain that no clew is
forthcoming.
about it? Where did you go to?"'

When Mrs. Covington commenc-
ed she was consciously striking
wild blows. It was an ebullition
of resentment without aim or mean-

He talked of going, but he did | ing, except to sting the subject of
not go. For one thing Cecil Milne | the assault. But it was a fact that
would not hear of it; and for|she was on the whole a capable
another he was a lonely man, and | observer, and she soon noticed
a point of warmih and|that her charge of withdrawal told.
Capt. Fairlie had not| Capt. Fairlie looked confused.
waiting circle to go to.| By sheer instinct she brought her
Maoredver, he was pleased with his | hints to a head and confronted him
“Chiltern  Hun- | with a direct question.

shall see- those of was robbed.

How soon a You niore mis-

cards fine
how soon it is in ruins!
faded out of Capt. Fairlie's sky.
His past pessimism was justified.
Good luck in the common wview |
but every boon it

by a Dbitter

had visited him,
brought was tithed

chagrin

here was
brightness,
hame

refuge n these

dreds” of historic fame. His bronzed face had annoyance
That Bucks was a charming | visibly written in its lines. Even
sylvan county he was vaguely| Nan, who with impatient disgust

had come over to him from her

mother's side and whispered piti-

But he had no idea
of the woodlands in

aware belore

of the beauty

their golden autumn dress, of the ! fully, * Please take no notice,"
fine air and far distances of the|even Nan wondered at the dark,
great rolling crests which sweep | preoccupied countenance.  And
round from Ashton Hills on the his answer scemed weak and a
west side of Tring to Whiteleaf | shuffle,

Cross at Risborough, or of the “]1 went into Terrick. There
hundred quaintnesses of the se-|was nothing togain by my staying.

If there had been I would have
| stayed.”

Cecil Milne, who was nearly
‘strong again, gazed at his friend |
curiously.
that this mad old dowager had im-
pugned his honesty?

The foe caught at the quibble
and exposed it. She was seriously
vista of lealy loveliness, or a fresh | coming to believe that Capt. Fair-
; from which tolie was mixed up in the robbery,
unique blending ol 'h"J preposterous as the notion seemed
features of the softer British | to everyone else in the group
“0Oh, indeed! You had not in-

questered, old-world villages. It
unhackneyed,

He stood on Velvet Lawn,

was all de- |

lightiul,

naive,

over the rich pastures of the whole
vale ot Aylesbury, and away to the
west toward the pleasant plains of
Oxford.
without Ius stumbling on a

Scarcely a day passed

new |

we  ground
study a

hinest

goocnery.,
| .
Capt. Fairlie was growing curi- | terest enough in the matter to join
ous to see Nan's accepted lover, |in the investigation? [ think, sir,

that will seem strange to all here.”
should disappoint ex- Squirc Milne inlt'n'uplt:-'i.
pectation.  The business affairs “] mustask you to remember,
in Yorkshire that were undustood' Mrs. Cﬂ"i"stoﬂ- the Capt. Fairlie
to be keeping him were probably | is my guest,” he said, significantly.
the Doncaster races. But start- | “\Probably on reflection you will |
ling events were, first, to divert|agrec that this has gone far enough. |
every ones thoughts from the loit- “‘No; 1 shall not think so until 1
ind then to bring them back | have back what I have lost. And
to him when seemed | 1 am glad that Mr, Stanton will be
least likely, here this afternoon.
[here was a burglary at Terrick | all into his hands—all; do you hear
Manor, and Mrs. Covington lost Capt. Fairlie?
the hrilliants always| He bowed gravely. His reserve
rried with her on her rural l:.'u.n- continued, and was inexplicable to
paigns, They were worth a large | Cecil Milne and to Nan
sum of money, though not equiva-| It was supposed that Mrs. Cov-
lent, as she loudly asserted, to the | ington’s room in the west wing of
purchase price of the Manor estate, the manor had been surreptitously
It was a disaster that made her | entered late on the previous eve-
frantic, and Nan trembled with|ning. She had gone along a corri-
ame at the unjust accusations mu.lur after retiring and stayed nearly
an hour with Nan, persuading the

It argued indifference that day af-

ter day he

erer; ¢

the thing

which she

which she indulged

and him impartinlly would soon

have pointed it out “Somebody on the spot must |girl to fix a date almost immediate-
Since then he had won his step have had a hand in it,” she said|for her marriage. Mr. Stanton
: . G L ‘n im o2 i 10

in the Soudan and wealth had angrily, “somebody who saw me| pressed for this in a letter Nan had

come in his way from a maternal
kinsman Jong lost sight of amongst
Australian sheep-folds. Dut he
had been an exile in
and expected that Nan was married
long since. The frank,
girls with money are always picked |
up.

Capt. Fairlie came
steamer with Cecil Milne, a wound-
ed subaltern,

“You'll run lerrick
Manor? It's fresh ground to you?

“Yes, entirely."

““Then promise to come, You
won't find us deadly dull. The
Governor always has a house party
in the autumn, and I'll guarantee
you sensations in pretty faces.”

The older man had smiled rather
wanly at that. A fortune is a for
tune at any time, but it may come
too late, and carry chagrin upon its
wings. He was now; but
there was only one girl's face pass-
ing fair to him. Where was Nan?

No music could have thrilled
him as the soft, rich voice, with
the faint suspicion of distance, did
when he arrived at Tersick Manor.

“We are ancient [riends, |
think, Capt. Fairlie."

Yes, and they get ou capitally
together now, until a whisper was!

vivacious |

home on a

down to

rich

é ks>

the desert, ¢

woarnng them, umi took gum.l care rc:cei-.'ml. .!llll] which alsustnrml that
to find out which was my room | he might be expected on the mor
and where T locked them “l-‘- It's | row. The theory which seemed to
¢ vile plot, with one thread here in | have least difficulties was that the
the house. [ feel sure of it." thief had come in through a
But the visitors were nearly all window in a deep oriel of the corri-
gone now, Squire Miloe's remain. | dor, and had escaped
ing guests were only Miss Parks | way. Access to this from below
Faiclie, Nan and Mrs, A Was easy by reason
Covington herself. And there was | climbing ivy plants—a natural lad-
not a servant on the place for |der was provided for nimble feet
whose integrity the Squire would and this window was found forced.

of a mass of

and Capt

not have answered with his own, | The police accepted this hypothe-
He did not choose the people about | sis and were working upon it, ex-
him at random or change them lor'aminmg. with & great show of im
a whim, They were old retamers, iporlamc. the outdoor staff of the

These [acts made Mrs, Coving- | manor, and secking for the trail of
ton's assertion seem absurd to him, :;uly suspicious prowler, who might
He with it in a dignified, | have been in the locality.
courteous way which Nan, at least, | Their result so far had not been
| made public.

At 4 o'clock a carriage went to
meet Mr. Stanton
Heavy rain had

dealt SCEN

appreciated

“] am very sorry it has happen-
my roof," he snid; *'that . the station to
is & misfortune whiel 1 shall feel, | Nan was inside.
n its own degree as much | fallen, and the September air was
as you will feel yours. My family sharp and fresh. The girl had a
share these sentiments. But 1| gray wrap around her shoulders. It
submit that you have no evidence | suited her perfectly, but it wasa
whatever for a charge which, if it| pallid, anxious face that Capt. Fair-
meuns anything, must mean that, | lie met by accident. Nan had no|
perhaps, my son Cecil has given 'need, surely, to wear the old hate-
information to the rogues, or that | ful mask here, where spectators
| am a conspirator, or that some | were only the country people. She
ene quite as little likely in my) was letting all the sad forebodings |

ed under

madam, 1

lslandmg a yard or two from the
|curve of the road on a rustic path
|leading to a clump of the magnifi:

What are your ideas |

Did he not understand |

I shall put it!

| confidence,

| . s
| ed, and, {ollowing hercue also with
thé same

- —
of her heart steal into het eyes,
when at the very cottages from
| which she had once secured assist-
(ance for jhe preacher, Pewsy, she
passad Capt. Fairlie. He knew
wheru she was going, and her hope:
| loss face was a revelation to him.
|The stfange thing was that His own
| brightened porportionally. He was

to a serious drama, here and now,”
he said.

“Col. Covington,” was announe-
ed. The name was like a thunder.
bolt to the man who had supposed
himself safe when the ground was
mined beneath him. He rose, but
could not stand. He sank back
into his chair and waited for the
stroke of doom. His heavy featiires
grew ashen; his teeth began to chat-
ter. He wasa trickster of many
subterfuges. and a craven at heart.

Nan's uncle wis a soldier with

a presence. His 6o years sat light-

cient beeches with which Bucks
abounds. The girl saw with a start
that his companion was the man

of a clew it can- | whom Sqmre Milne called Black|j him, S
|80k e Apswared, femacked Capt. |Sam, and that. thers was. gold 0%t seort: ommtitd &mmﬁm

‘Sam’s palm. It was very distantly
that she returned the soldier’'s sal-
ute. For the first time she had a
sharp doubt whether Capt. Fairlie
was @ man of honor. What legiti-
mate relations could he have with
one who was almost an outlaw—
certainly an Ishmael ol the Chlt-
erns? It was one thing to aid
Black Sam in distress and in ignor-
ance of his character. She would
that again. It was another
thing to bribe him for perhaps a
lawless act. Were her mother's
brilliants involved? [Even this
bright, beautiful Bucks world now
seemed gray, and barren of peace
and joy to Nan at that moment.
Then she rebuked hersell of the

he had never flinched. To crusha
traitor was a bagatelle.

He nodded to Capt. Fairlie. An-
other Jim Fairlie—this one’s [ather
—and he had gone through the
mutiny together; and he knew the
son. He shook hands warmly with
Squire Milne and Cecil. It was
not his first visit to Terrick Manor,
Then he faced round on another
old acquaintance,

. “I have come post haste from
Dublin through your leafy lanes,
Milne, to strip a shady bird of bor-
rowed plumage,” he said. “This
man, who, I hear, calls himsell
Mr. Stanton, is well known to me.
He was cashiered from my own

do

" h regiment. His name is Willis
sanug t“ _ Dorrell. 1 have not heard any-
Mr. Eugene Stanton was intro- | thing good of him since the colors

duced to a broken, dispirited party.
Nan, who was nervously watching,
fancied that there was a gleam as
of contempt, and something else
that she could not fathom in Capt.
Fairlie's eyes. Could it be triumph?
How should that have any place?
Was not the victory Mr. Stanton’s
by her own word of surrender?

A conference about the burglary
was soon held apart. It was inter-
|rupted by the announcement of a
capture.

“Black Sam Pewsy and his son
lare in custody,’” was the informa-
'tion brought in by Cecil Milne.
| The Squire shook his head sol-
emnly at Nan, The girl was the
'old man’s favorite, though he was
tlearning to detest her mother.

*You see what your protege is
worth,” he said, “for all you did
(him a good turn. But it's queer.

I dare say the've some good evi-
But I don't think the vil-
(lians would soar toa job of this
sort. A bit of poaching and some
ugly work if the keepers came
along is quite in their way. But
this is different altogether. Itisa
surprise.

The police were sure of their
ground, and they brought to light
a body of testimony to show that
both prisoners were loitering in the
Manor park and in the footpath
[that led to the tennis ground late
the previousevening. And twoser-
vants disposed to seeing Black Sam
in forbidden precincts—close to the
He hadg, indeed, terrified
them. But the jewels were not
found. The miserable hovel on
the hillside had been searched in
vain.

Nan and Capt. Fairiie exchanged
a glance that on one side wasa
question and on the other an appeal.
| Each knew it to be so.

“What had you to do there?"
Nan's steadfast eyes asked. ““Trust
a little longer,” said the Captian's.
And Nan was silent, and her faith
stood the test. However things
|might look, she knew at length
that this man had her supreme
and more—her love.
Oh, why had she yielded to her
mother's urging?

But Mr. Stanton, whose conster-
nation at hearing of the robbery
was great, became an ameaeur de-
tective, as Mrs. Covington suggest-

and he parted. Itis not my pro-
vince to interfere with any guest of
yours, Milne, but I don't want you
to be deceived.”

Dorrell stumbled to his feet with
a curse.

“It was your doing that I was
sent adrift,"’ he hissed.

It was justice, sir,and you know
"

“You were hard —hard; and if it
hadn’t been for Fairlie yonder I'd
have had my revenge, I'd have
married your neice. May | say
good by to Nan?"

It was a last flash of bravado.
Now the crash had come, the mis-
creant's spirits revived. But he
walked to the door as he spoke.
There was mischiefl in the set of
Jim Fairlie's mouth and he saw it.

“And now, Squire, you shall
have my story—the story which
that imposter has wisely thought it
unnecessary to wait for, though he
is pretty frequently involved,” said
Capt. Fairlie, a little
dressing his host and his host's
son, ‘It will mean, at all events,
a partial revision of your judgment
in the case ol Pewsey, as Black
Sam had no more to do with the
disappearance of Mrs. Covington's
brilliants than —than [ had" —
there was a proud upward twist in
the voice—*‘but he had a consid.
erable share in the counterplot by
which Dorrell has been worsted,
and by which 1 hope and believe
Mrs. Covington will have her treas-
ures restored."’

“You don't say so!" cried the
Squire. **Was Stanton in that af-
fair, too?"

“No, he was not.
harassed by a racing dun as un-
scrupulous as himself. This is
what occurred. On the day of the
robbery | had been to Ivinghoe to
see the quaint village on the hill
which may have given its title to
Scott's ‘Ivanhoe.’ It is well worth
a trip. Well, at Cheddington I
was waiting for an Aylesbury train,
I sat down in a corner, sheltered
from the rain that was beginning,
Voices reach

dence.

Inter, ad-

house.

But he was

to scribble a letter.
|ed me. They were on the other
side of a wooden partition with an
open window in it. Nan's name
was mentioned—I mean Miss Cov
ington.”

“Yes," said Cecil Milne unneces-
sarily; and he smiled furtively
] pricked up my ears.
speaker was putting pressure on

respect to Capt. Fairlie, he unearth-
ed the highlv suspicious circum-

Une

stance of the visit paid by Fairlie the other to get money. He
to Pewsy's cottage. .. |threatened him with exposure
He demanded an explanation 0 ohe other slowly gave way., He

the presence of the Squire, who
was more indignant and uneasy and
perplexed than he cared even to
confess to Cecil

““Will you deny that you paid
money to thig scamp?

“‘Certainly I shall not deny it."

The tones were haughty and
stern.

“‘Money to a notorious law-break-
er! To leavethe countsy, perhaps?
Will you kindly account for such |
strange conduct at such a peculiar
time?

Capt. Fairlie had a telegram in
his hand; he carelessly referred to
to it. It had been delayed.

“‘In about half an hour, 1 should
think, it will be possible to oblige |
you," he said. There was a ring
at the bell. He walked to the win-
dow and his manner changed.

“The farce will probably change |

| was going to marry Miss Coving
[ ton—it would be soon, he said.
then the money should be paid.
He could do little at the moment,
but he was anxious that Col. Cov
ington should not cross his path,
and had a fear that the Colonel
was at Terrick Manor. He per
suaded the other to come and in-
vestigats for him, and the task was
(undertaken, Where Dorrell went
|1 do not know,
|mul af an inn late that night. |
saw them on the platform, and yes
terday Dorrell knew me again. |
came to Terrick almost as soon as
the spy, and as | might want wit.
| nesses | tipped the younger Pewsy
[to spy on Fenaing—that was his
{name. lncidentally | mentioned
| the name of Doirell in Black Sam's

They were to

(Concluded on Pousth Page |




