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A VALUABLE TOOTS.
A Pemfon Wnn tod for Jtn

Dudley's 1'ntlcnco

"Washington, May C The work of
the Pension Bureau is very much in-

creased by the worthless character of
a large number of the claims which
require attention. Commissioner Dud-

ley said yesterday that a very largo
proportion of these claims arc fraudu-
lent on their face, and ninny of them
are urged upon the flimsiest evidence
and for the most trifling disability.
"Whenever claims of this kind are
presented and their fraudulent char-

acter is quite clear, the claimant is

notified at once that his claim will
receive no further attention. The
Commissioner sometime ago very sum-

marily dismissed a claim of this char-

acter. It was in the name of Wnmn
II. Anderson, of Ilarrisbure, Pa., and
was for the loss of a tooth. Annum'
those importuned to, aid the claimant
in obtaining a pension were Senator
Logan, Senator Cameron and Speaker
Kiefer. The Commissioner thus cans
tically addressed the claimant:

" Now, let me say, I think you arc
putting this thing a little too strong
I have called up your case and have
spread out before me on my desk this
morning nine letters written by you
wiunn a period oi ..two mourns. 1 ou
start out by writing to me in Novem-
ber that your application, which was
filed in this office on the 10th of July
last, was indorsed by Senator Cam-

eron, 'Please hurry.' That state-
ment I found to be, abso-
lutely untrue, and so in formed
von on the 2Md of November.
You then began a fu.silado of letters
upon this office, each one of which has
up to this time received from men re-

spectful answer. Now, I have simply
this to say, that the, certificate of the
board which examined you discloses
that the only disability you suffer from
is the loss of the second incisor, a dis-

ability which, in my opinion, does not
entitle you to any pension. I have
consequently directed that your case
be reicctcd, as it is not susceptible to
proof that you suffer any disability
from the alleged cause. I think, all
things considered, that your actions in
this case have been characterized by
the most monumental cheek of
any case that has been presented
during my administration of the
office. A man who will wait
twenty years before applying for
a pension, and then ask it for tho loss
of one of his teeth, then swamp this
office with useless correspondence, the
only effect of which has been to im-

pede tho adjudication of claims of
worthy and deserving pensioners, by
consuming the time of tho clerical
force of tho office in answering such
Jetters, and then, as if that were not'
enough, try and enlist the sympathies
of two Senators and one member of
Congress, all on the same day (a feat
which surpasses anything that has
come within my knowledge,) such a
claimant does not seem to be worthy of
much consideration. You are at libortv
to publish this letter if you desire. I
shall take pains to answer each of
the letters written to mo to-da- y by
Senators Losan and Cameron and
Speaker Keifer, calling their attention
to tho condition of your case and your
action in connection with it. I believe
this letter closes the correspondence.
You arc at liberty also, if you desire,
to appeal from tho action of this office
in rejecting your case. In that event

. vou should address your letter to the
Secretary of the Interior."

It is scarcely necessary to add that
Mr. Anderson has not appealed up to
present time.

It Might Knve Ilcon Worno.
Cincinnati, May 6. A fire in the

Palace Hotel was discovered by the
night watchman at an early hour Sat-

urday morning. The hotel was crowded
with Festival guests, and had thj
flames secured any headway a dread-fu- l

panic would inevitably havi
resulted. Tho Gifts Company, im-

mediately aoross tho street, wa.1
summoned, and tho fire was extin-
guished without alarming the sleeping
guests. Tho firo was found to be in
the floor alongside of the furnaces. It
had burned a hole about two feet long,
and commenced on a joist. It is sup-
posed tho firo bad been burning several
hours and originated by hot charcoal
dropping from the furnace to tho floor.
The loss is small.

onc Uncle on the HI no I,nir. 'ZZ
Albany, May 6. Governor Clove-lan- d

has signed tho Campboll penal
code amendments, which practically
repeal what aro known as the Sunday
" Blue Laws." which havo been so ob-

noxious to a largo class of the citizens
of New York and Brooklyn.

RACKED BY DETECTIVES

Kerr, Defaulting Chicago Bank
Clerk, Captured in Peru.

The Hlory of tlis riijtlit ami YVnmler.
IntfH iiml MiilMiifut Arrest at J.titui
by l'inherton'N Men.

Ciiicaoo. May C It' January last
the public were startled by an an-

nouncement that Frederick L. Kerr,
a clerk in Preston, Kcan & Co.'s bank-

ing establishment, had defaulted and
fled to parts unknown. He has lately
been captured at Lima, Peru, and tho
exact facts in relation to his defalca-
tion are now for the first time mado
public. The exact amount of his de-- .
falcations to Preston, Kcan & Co. was
$21,052. This was in money and bonds
belonging to the bank. He also took
in bonds belonging to special deposi-
tors, $8.),2"0. These sums having been
appropriated ho applied for a vacation,
and a leave of absence was granted him
till the first day of February.
Before Kerr left the city he wrote, in
his own hand, a letter dated in
Chicago, the first day of February, to
Preston. Komi A. t;o.. which was mulled
to them that day, and received at tho
bank by them on the 2d day of Feb- - j

ruary. This letter from Kerr ad- -

nutted the stealing of tho money, said
that he was safe in parts unknown, and
all would be lovely if he was not fol-

lowed, but if he was followed his
friends would organize a run on the
bank, and Preston. Kean &, Co. would
be ruined. Notwithstanding the threat
Preston, Kcan & Co. went to work.
I hey obtained indictments lrom .

the "Grand Jury immediately, and;
Kerr was followed by Pinker-toiu'- s

men. As soon as tho
matter became known Kerr's
friends started up and his pals sent
anonymous dispatches to depositors of
the bank, suggesting to them to draw
out their deposits, as the bank was
about to suspend, liut tho bank wonts
right on enjoying the confidence of the,
publi'u through tho just discharge of
all its obligations.

THE Pl'ltSl'IT AND CAPTUItK.
The followiiiff is a sketch of the pur-

suit and arre-- t of the defaulter: '"The
apt lire of Frodcri; K L Kerr, the i'.'

assistant cashier of Preston,
Kean &, Co.," said Detective Billy
Pinkerton this morning, "is as neat, a
case as we ever handled, all things
considered, but had it not been for an
awkward blunder in New York. Kerr
would have been captured before
he left the country. You re-

member the defalcation was dis-

covered on January 10. On that day
the firm were astounded by the receipt
of a letter written by Kerr, dated the
following 1st of February, in which he
confessed his guilt and gave the reason
for i he defalcation, lie claimed to be
where he could not bo reached, and
told his late employers that everything
would be well if no attempt was mado
to catch him, but if they undertook to
bunt him down his friends would cir-

culate reports which would bring about
a run on the bank and ruin the firm.
The caso was put into our hands Satur-
day, but in the meantime the bank
here had notified their New York cor-

respondent, who. instead of putting the
matter in our hands, gave it to the lo-

cal police. Beforo the error was dis-

covered and corrected all the steamers
for that day had sailed. On tho return
of tho vessels we received positive
proof that Kerr had sailed for Panama
on the Saturday the case was given to
iis. "We found that ho had given an
overcoat to tho steward, and on the
collar of this coat his name was sewed.
When theso proofs caine to us we im-

mediately telegraphed to Panama and
PUT MEN ON HIS THACK.

"Wo had a number of men there when
Kerr, or Alfred Perrott, as he now
called himself, arrived. They were
working on that $30,01)0 gold robbery

that missing keg. lie evidently, found
things too hot in Panama, for we
learned that bo had sailed almost im-

mediately for Calloa, representing that
ho was a Pinkerton detective, and had
been engaged at Panama on tho rob-

bery of which I spoke. Our man, II.
G. Julian, took up the case at Panama,
followed Kerr to Callao, and thence to
Lima. Julian ingratiated himself into
Kerr's friendship, and the former be-

lieved they were going into business
together. His subsequent surpriso
when he learned Julian's real inten-
tions may bo imagined. Wo could
have brought tho matter to a focus
long ago, but wcro looking up
treaty matters. Tho Peruvian Consul
in Now York told us there was a treaty
between that country and ours. At
tho Stato Department at Washington
this was contradicted, and wo wcro
told there was nono. Then, from the
Peruvian Consul we got the exact date

of the treaty and went again to the
State Department,, where the treaty
was found in a pigeon hole a long-forgotte- n

document. Identification
was then made satisfactory to the com-

mander of the Chilian forces, who
agreed to give the necessary assistance,
and three weeks ago the capture was
accomplished by Mr. Julian, assisted
bv a dozen soldiers and policemen
Tliero was no necessity for them, but
it was thought a3 well to take them
along. Going out of tho hotel, Kerr
shouted: "Protect me. I'm a British
subject." but he wasn t protected to
any great extent. He was then taken
to'Callao and placed on board tho
steamer Kssex. The manner in which
he will be brought home has not been
fully determined, but he will be
here in about six weeks. We
may bring him back the same
way he went, or he may bo re-

turned via San Francisco. Our instruc-
tions are simply to bring him. We ex-

pected the newspapers would get hold
of this capture before, but luck appears
to have been against th mi. Kerr was
indicted by a Grand Jury in the Crimi-
nal Court of this city three months
ago. Kerr stole S32,U00, but I don't
know what portion of it was recovered.
I never saw men more determined to
brine a rascal to ju-ti- ce than Preston,
Kean Co. were. They put absolutely

oo limit on us. We could have chart-
ered steamers or anything else, and
they would never havo murmured."

THK YOUNG MAN'S 1'AKLV LI Hi
Frederick M. Kerr came to Pros on.

Kean ec Co.'s between thirteen and
fourteen years ago from tho Bank of
Toronto, Canada. His reeoniincnda-;ion- -

were good and were looked into
by the bank hero before his services
were engaged. Tho young man V father,
now dead, was a Presbyterian mini-to- r.

rcsidiuu near Niagara Falls. Ho had
no relatives in the city, though those
in Canada were very high in
Miial and business standing. A cott-i- n

of the defaulter is Charles Hpvoiie,
Auditor of the Province of Ontario.
While living hen Kerr's htbits were
l'ioiI, so far as known. lie attended
BHiop Fallows' church quite regu-
larly until the latter part of his life
here. Ho boarded with a family
named Mcintosh, on the West Side.
He was so highly thought of that, ac-

cording to Mr. Kean, they refused to
give the officers a picture of " My.
Kerr," compelling the detectives to
get it from another source. This ac-

tion and the consequent delay was very
annoying, as it enabled Kerr to get
out of the country before his likeness
could be placed in the hands of his
followers. During the first ten
years of his bervke with Pres-
ton, Kean & Co. Kerr occu-
pied a subordinate, clerkship, but
gradually worked up into the position
of general assistant, and finally became
a sort of superintendent of clerks, and
hud access to all tho different depart
uents. It was in January last when
ic proved a defaulter, taking $21,2( j

in money belonging directly to the
bank, and $35,200 in bonds, whie
were special deposits, tho total thus
being S3G.000. Of this amount SG.2U0

has probably been recovered; $1,200 of
it certainly has, for this sum was re-

turned to the bank by a boy to whom
it was given by Kerr. It was Kerrjs
intention to make this boy one of his
confederates, but when Kerr fled tho
boy weakened. Of tho balance of
probably recovered funds, $3,000 is in
a draft sent to Kerr at Lima by some
friend in Chicago. The draft was in-

tercepted by Pinkerton and tho pay-

ment stopped. It is expected the
money will bo. secured. Great hope is
expressed by the bank officials that
Kerr's confederates will be captured,
but they arc reticent .on the subjoct,

.

THE BROOKI.YJT BIUnCJE.

Fulal find Serlou Cnmmltles Con-

nected --with It Construction.
New York, May G. A reporter

has compiled a lot of statistics on the
fatal and serious casualties connected
with tho construction of tho Brooklyn
bridge. Tho more serious cases, he

finds, were among tho men employed
in the caissons on both sides ,of the
river, but through somo unknown
causo tho loss of life was greater on

tho Now York side than on tho other.
Tho sinking of the caisson on tho New

York side was begun in tho fall of

1871, at which time tho tower on the
Brooklyn side had reached a lofty
height. Tho filling in of tho con-

crete was completed July 20, 1872,

tho timo occupied in tho submarine
work being altogether 221 days. The
number of men employed on tho bridge
caisson was sometimes as high as one

hundred and twenty-fiv- o in tho day

time, and during tho night from fif-

teen to thirty men wcro kept at work.

Owing to tho fact that a largo number
were taken sick in the caisson it wa3

deemed necessary to have a regular
physician in attendance, and Dr. An-

drew II. Smith was selected. The
men were affected by, the compressed
air, and the physician was always
within easy call, both day and night.
Many of the cases proved fatal. A set
of rules was prepared, for tho purpose
of regulating the habits of the work-
men.

No one was allowed to work in the
caisson whose lungs wcro affected or
who, suffered from heart disease.
During the progress of the work in the
caisson nearly two hundred men were
cared for by tho physicians, and in
several instances the men died. The
health of many was permanently
impaired. Chief Engineer Koobling
was a frequent visitor to both of thu
caissons,, and in,that way contracted n

disease from which ho has greatly suf-
fered. His assistant engineers, Martin
and Payne, were also prostrated for a
time, but they had strong constitu-
tions, and were able to overcome the
difficulties attending the work. Con-

sidering the largo number of men em-
ployed in perilous ways, the fatalitj
through accidents was comparatively
small, and in many instances it was due
to negligence and carelessness on the
part of the workmen themselves.

Among some of the worst cases
which ended fatally wcro those of
James Oarrity and John French, whe
were killed outright at the Brooklyn
tower by the Jailing of a derrick.
Then William Doherty was knocked
from the tower on the, same side, fall-
ing forty feet to the pier. One of tho
foremen, Thomas Douglass, was alsc
badly injured, breaking his knec-pa- t
and sustaining other scvero in
juries. William Haines was per-
manently injured in the spine,, and
Cornelius Lyman was terribly bruised.
Then a terrible accident occurred,
three men being killed. Two laborers.
Kecd and i)lcLannt tell lrom tho Brook-
lyn tower and were instantly killed
One of them fell a distance of 210 feet.
John lOlliot fell from the New York
tower 210 feet.

In spite of the precautions and rules
made by the assistant engineers, sonu
of the accidents were not only fatal but
curious.. One man was crushed by a

rope which was winding, up a drum.
He was employed to guide the rope,
and he had been instructed how to do
his work and warned against negli-
gence, but he paid but little heed u
the instructions given him.. One, day
the rope did not wind to his satisfac-
tion, lie endeavored to kick it, into
place, and in so doing his foot slipped
under the rope, and his leg was
crushed between he rope and the
drum, lie died from his injuries.
On another occasion a workman was
trundling a wheelbarrow filled with
soil. The wheelbarrow became un
manageable and started off the narrow
planking. The man clung to it and
fell with, it to the bottom of the caisson
and was instantly killed.

Another man was killed by a block
of granite failing upon hi.-- stonnu.li. A
carpenter was also crushed b the fall
iug of a stone In addition there wen
many narrow One man, whili
working on a tower, fell a
100 feet. His companions were satis-fie-

tli.it lie was dead, and made u
preparations to deicend into the towel
to fetch up hi.-- body. After a short
time Harris was heard shouting foi
the men to lower a rope and haul hi in
up. lie hud fallen upon some empty
barrel.-an-d was not seriously injured.
While the cables were being hung
there were many accidents, partly
owing to very high winds, which both
ered the men. While the painters
were at work other accidents occurred,
and not long ago a young man fell and
was instantly killed.

Hitter Xfivs
Nkw Yohk, May 0. The largest

sale of sulphate of quinine ever made
at auction in this country was made at
the auction rooms of Burdett Den-

nis, 21) Burling slip. The room was
crowded with wholesale dealers and
drug brokers. In less than half an
hour 3!),S7il ounces of quinine had
been sold for about $33,000. Wind-mullc- r

& llolkcr paid SI. 512 an ounce
for 10,000 ounces of " F. L." Milan,
Dix & Co. bought 3,oo0 ounces of

"Bohringer & Sons," at SU2V. Hall
& Buckel paid the samii price
for 1,200 ounce's, Lazell, Marsh &
Gardner tho same for 8,000, and II.
K. & F. B. Thurbcr tho same for
1 ,730 ounces. AViudmuller & Kolker
paid Sl.ul .an ounce for five cases of
" Zimmcr's," 5,763 ounces. J. Carle
paid $1.41 an ounco for 1,000 ounces of

Brunswick." Twelve cases of Pow-
ers & Wightmiin's, ' each containing
100 ouc-ouiic- o vials and 50 one-ounc- e

vials went to tho Thurbers. Of 5,000
ounces American sulphate of quinine,
sold by order of W. T. Dobson, assig-
nee for Messrs. Jos. A. Hatry & Son,
500 ounces wont to Mr. Coffin and tho
rest to Thurbcr for $1.00, $1.00. and
51.01.

V7. H. VANDERBILT RETIRES.

lilt .Speech on Ctlviuc t'l the I'rf
Ueney of IIIh Ititllronil.

Nr.w York, May 0. The recently
elected Directors of tho New York
Central it Hudson llivcr, and the Lake
Shore and Michigan Central Railroads,
the roads with which the interests of

the Vanderbilt family have for years
been identified, met for organization at
(he Grand Central Depot Friday after-
noon. Therotireincntof Mr. William
II. Vanderbilt from the Presidency of

the several companies wa9 not, accord-
ing to those present at the meetings,
unexpected. It had been under-
stood for some time that ho
was desirous of retiring, but
the majority of his associate's in the
management of the several properties
were in the dark as to when no would
take the step. When the Now York
Central Board met, the unusal resolu-
tion, to the effect th.it Mr. Vanderbilt
bo elected President, was offered.
Then Mr. Vanderbilt rose and said:

"Gkntlkaikn: The companies of
which 1 have had the honor to be Pres-
ident for many years past aro now
about to elect new officers for the en-

suing year. Tho meetings of all of
them have been called at this offico at
this time to thank you, as tho direct-
ors and ollicers and also the sharehold-
ers of the several companies, for the
confidence they have always reposed in
me as their President.

" It is my belief that these, corpora-
tions are all in, sound condition, and
that every prominent position in them
is filled by gentlemen who understand
their duties, and who will discharge
them to the satisfaction of tho stock-
holders. This fact has had great influ
ence with mo in determining the course
of action which I have, after duo de-

liberation, decided upon.
" In my judgment the time has ar-

rived when I owe it as a duty to my-

self, to the corporations, and, to those
around me upon whom the chief man-
agement will involve, to retire from
the Presidency. In declining the honor
of a from you I do not mean
to sever my relations or abate the in-

terest I have heretofore taken in these
corporations.

" L also wish to express my sincere
thanks to all the employes of the dif-
ferent companies for the assistance and

they have rendered mo in
tho performance of my duties. It is
very gratifying to recall the steady and
healthful growth of these companies
and their present stability and strength.
The system of which they form a part
is now operating in Mich a nianneras
to render the most sati.-faeto-iy service
to the public and the be-- t returns to
the MocUioldei.-- . Covering the terri-
tory between New York and the West.
oil both the south and north sides of
the lakes, it holds, and will continue
to hold, a ss relation to the
trunk line trallio of the country.

"It i- - my purpose and jiiui that thes
several corporation- - -- hall remain upoi
such a bais for their harmonious
working with each other, and for the
ellieiciit management f each, as will
secure for the system both perma-
nency and prosperity. Cnder tho re-

organization each of them will elect, a

Chairman of the Board, who, in con-

nection with, the Kxeeiitivo and Fi-

nance Committee's will have immediate
and coiiManJ supervision of all the af-
fairs of the companies, and bring, to the
support of the officers the active as-

sistance of the directors. The plan of
organization now adopted and inaugur-
ated will remove the business of tho
companies from the contingencies of
accident to any individual, and insure
a continuance of the policy which has
heretofore met the approval of the
stockholders."

- m

A IlrenU for Y.iherty.
Mo.vritEAL, May 0. A desperate at-

tempt was made by five convicts at St,
Paul Penitentiary to escape. After
getting out f the cells they gagged the
keeper. The leader of tho gang,
LoBlunc, took a revolver belonging to
a guard. In a few minutes, two guards
who came upon their rounds were set
upon by tho convicts. LcBlauo, pre-
senting a revolver at the head of ono
of the keepers, called upon him to sur-
render. The other guard, had an iron
padlock in his hand weighing seven
pounds, and with it struck LcBlane
and fractured his skull so that his life
is despaired of. This ended the matter.
The other convicts surrendered, and
were locked up. LcBlane made his
escape about a year ago, but was re-

captured.
A tramp visited the bouse of William

Lnmpo, near Bloomingdalo, 111., and asked
his wifo for food. An sho turned to tho
cupboard ho throw her down, terribly boat
and outraged her. A po3so of armed citi-
zens captured him lu tho woods after an
all-nig- ht search, and, after whipping him
nearly to death, locked him up in jail. A

motion to lynch him wa.i defeated by a
imall majority. rt-- dB
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