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ONE HUNDRED YEAR.S AGO.

How Our Gro.rvdpa.renU Lived &.nd
Dressed Some of the Inconveni-

ences of Their Times.

BY MARY B. FUNSTON, '02, N. A. N. S.

Let us glance back a hundred years,
to the days of Washington, and com-

pare the modes of travel, the dress and
the life of the people then with those of
to-da-y and note some of the striking
changes that have occurred.

The modes of travel in Washington's
time were very primitive. Then it re-

quired three days to make the trip in
an ordinary coach from New York to
Philadelphia. Many preferred to go
by water, but as ships depended upon
the wind the time of their departure
was not always certain.

To accommodate those who desired
to make the trip in as short a time as
possible a coach was advertised to carry
passengers from New York to Phila-
delphia in two days. On account of its
great speed this wonderful coach was
called "The Flying Machine."

The roads were often muddy, and
passengers were expected to assist in
prying the coach out of the mire when-

ever it became necessary. In the winter
time sleighs, instead of coaches, were
used. The passengers were kept warm
by an abundance of fur robes and
blankets and hot bricks or soap-ston- e

were used for s. The
roads were long and lonely, but usually
the company traveling was large and
merry, and the jingle of the sleigh-bell- s

made the ride seem less lonesome.
West of the Alleghanies paths and

rivers furnished the only means of pas-

sage between the villages. Few per-

sons traveled from the east to the went
during the summer, and fewer still
during the winter, for there was great
danger arising from cold, piercing
winds, rain, snow, slush and the In-

dians.
During the war the danger and diff-

iculty of travel was much increased.
People generally preferred to travel
with the army, and the women and
children were placed on the baggage
carts. The roads were often muddy,
and progress was so much retarded
that only a few miles could be trav-
eled each day. They were often in

, danger of starvation, too, for when
their provisions gave out it was almost
impossible to obtain food from the
people, unless it was taken forcibly.

The modes of life differed greatly
from those of to-da- Though the
colonists were not very rich, they were
not very poor. The farmers lived in
houses built of large timbers, covered
with unpainted clapboards. Often the
upper story projected, so that in case
of an Indian attack the owner could
tire down on the unwelcome visitors.

Nearly all the houses had very large
open fireplaces. On a snapping cold
night the logs were piled high and the
family sat around it in great content.
How careful they had to be lest the fire
go out during the night, for friction
matches were a luxury unknown to our
grandfathers and grandmothers, whose
only way to rekindle the embers on the
hearth was by means of flint and steel.

The cooking was done either over
open fires or in brick ovens. The food
was very simple mush and molasses
or buckwheat pancakes for breakfast
but there was plenty of it.

The "best room," or parlor, wasonly

opened for weddings, funerals, Thanks
giving Day and other rare occasions,
Here were kept the polished candle-
sticks, the family portraits and the
cherished books. The pleasantest part
of the house, however, was the kitchen,
with the great fireplace, the swinging
crane, the bunches of herbs and the
strings of apples hanging from the
ceiling, the spinning-whee- l, busy in the
evening, the corner cupboard and the
shining pewter dishes.

Here were served the meals. The
buckwheat cakes for breakfast were
handed from the griddle before they
had time time to cool. The mid-da- y

meal consisted of salted pork, beef or
fish, potatoes and brown bread.

There was little need of a dry goods
store, for the sheep furnished the wool
and the wife and daughters spun and
wove it into cloth.

But there was a great deal of merri-
ment, despite the hard work required to
make a living. Although the husking
bees demanded work we think of them
only as social gatherings where fun
reigned queen. There was general
training or military drill once or twice
each year, and such times were re-

garded as holidays.
There was more of luxury and ele-

gance in life in the large cities and on
the Virginia plantations than there was
in the country. There were stately
mansions, with solid oak and mahog-
any furniture, imported from England.
The tables .glittered with silver and
sparkled with costly wines.

The dress of the rich was very elab
orate. Gentlemen, in full dress, wore
three-cornere- d hats, long velvet coats
with lace ruffles at the wrists, knee
breeches, white silk stockings and shoes
with silver buckles. They wore their
hair long and powdered it white.

The ladies had gowns of brocade and
silk stiff enough to stand alone. They,
too, powdered their hair. All persons
moved slowly and were very stately.
They were never in a rush for any-

thing. Indeed, the haste of their
grandchildren would seem to them very
unnatural and unbecoming.

Social life consisted principally in
going out to dinner or tea or to church.
In the large towns thete was dancing,
the music being the spinet or harpsi-
chord. Theaters were just beginning
to be established, but met with much
opposition, especially in New England.
Practically everyone attended church
regularly.

Could the beaux and belles of a hun
dred years ago come back to-da-y and
behold the comforts and luxuries which
we enjoy they would think their own
times poverty-stricke- n indeed. How
their eyes would dilate over the steam
and electric coaches, the telegraph, the
telephone, the electric lights and the
modern furnace!

We have all these things, but we
may consider ourselves happy if we
get as much enjoyment out of life as
did the people of Washington's time.

Action Deferred.
The Senate Committee on Territories

Wednesday decided by a formal vote
against fixing any time for the con-
sideration of the Omnibus Statehood
Bill, providing for the admission of
Oklahoma, New Mexico and Arizona
into the Union.

The subject was brought up by Sen
ator Quay, who said the bill was of
such importance as to require early
consideration.

FIGVR.ES on forestry.
Facts of Great Moment Collected by ev

World's Fair Official-Fores- try

cut the Fair.

Dr. Tarleton H. Bean, chief of the
department of forestry of the world's
fair, addressed the National Hardwood
Lumbermen's Association at a banquet
at the Southern Hotel in St Louis re-

cently and presented these important
facts on forestry:

"Although the axe of the woodman
has been wielded in the United States
for upwards of three centuries, the
forestry area of our country, exclusive
of Alaska and recent accessions of ter-

ritory, is still estimated to comprise
seven hundred million acres, covering
over a million square miles. The mer-

chantable timber stand of the United
States is believed to aggregate one
thousand three hundred and eighty
billion feet board measure. It has also
been computed that the annual cut of
merchantable timber in the United
States is twenty-fiv- e billion feet board
measure, or somewhat less than the
supposed annual increase of such
timber.

"It does not appear to be generally
known that the annual value of our
fores.t products approximate nine hun-

dred million dollars, thus ranking
second only to the products of agricul-
ture.

"According to the census of 1890 the
farms of the United States contained
six hundred and twenty-thre- e million
acres, of which nearly one-thir- d is
under wood.

The history of the occupation of
farming land in our Country begins
with the utilization of the unforested
level or undulated areas, followed by
the clearing of trees at greater ele-

vations until the bulk of the present
forested regions is limited largely to
the mountains. Upon these mountain
areas we arc depending to-da-y for the
products and the advantages to be
derived from the forests regulation of
water supply, the conservation of
power from stream flow.protection from
floods, wood, and wood products nec-

essary for the various activities of
civilization. It will occur to every one
that their is an intimate relation be-

tween the forest and theindustriescon-nccte- d

with mining, with agriculture
and with grazing.

"To use an illustration nearer home,
and one which shows as clearly as any-

thing can show the extent and im
portancc of the forest industries, we
have here an association of lumber-
man, now closing its fifth annual con-

vention with representatives from 20

States, with a membership of a 600,

with invested capital of two hundred
and fifty million dollars. Thus :i single
National Association actively engaged
in utilizing for the most part our hard
woods only, operates with a fund
which is considerably more than one-four- th

of the total annual value of
the products of forest industries in the
United States.

"It is not my purpose to dwell longer
upon the statistics of forestry. These
remarks are intended to draw attention
to the volume of Interests associated
with the forests. It is highly probable
that few people realize the extent and
importance of this subject. The're are
various ways in which the necessary
instruction can be conveyed, and one
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of the best of them undoubtedly is the
exposition which will open in 1904 at
St. Louis. Already the National Hard-
wood Association, the National Coop-

ers' Association, the Southern Lumber
Manufacturers' Association, the Lum-

bermen's Association of the South, and
the great social organization of the
lumbermen of the United States, have
siguified their hearty sympathy with
the exposition and their intention to

most vigorously in making
it a success. The circular of the for-

estry department will furnish details
of what the exposition hopes to assem-
ble at St. Louis in 1904.

"Knowing what our brethren have
accomplished in the three centitries
which have gone before, and realizing
the enormous value of the industries in
which we are now engaged, we look
forward confidently to the full realiza-
tion of the suggestions offered by the
authorities of the exposition, and will
admit of no such word as fail in the
vocabulary of the lumberman and his
associates."

PRJS0N IMPROVEMENTS.

The Appropriation Made by the Levst
Legislature Now Being Vtlllsed

at the Territorial Prison.

A part of the $25,000 appropriated by
the last legislature for enlarging and
improving the territorial prison became
available, some time ago and is now
being utilized by Superintendent
Brown, much to the betterment of con-

ditions at the territory's penal institu-
tion. Probably the most important of
these improvements is the hospital,
which has been completed. It is built
on top of the main cell house, and is
110 feet long and 23 feet wide in the
clear, with an eight-foo- t porch extend-
ing the full width and length of the
building. The main ward is 23x45 feet.
There is a special ward for consump-
tives, entirely separated from the other
wards, certainly a wise provision.
There is also an operating room, mod-

ern in design and construction and
fitted with the latest surgical appli-
ances and conveniences. The room is
large and closely connected with a dis-

pensary, bath and toilet rooms. The
sanitary plumbing will be of the very
best, both as regards material and
workmanship. The walls are all hard
finished and the floors of cement.

Superintendent Brown has also had
built a new library and reading room,
the cost of which is only nominal to
the territory and takes none of the ap-

propriated funds, as the work was done
by the convicts.

The new kitchen and dining room,
just completed, were badly needed.
The kitchen is 27x30 feet and the din-

ing room 30x75, both having cement
floors and conveniently planned.

There is also a new office for the as-

sistant superintendent, a new store
room, barber shop and a new er

for the cell house, all of which
were greatly needed and will add much
to the comfort, convenience and good
administration of the prison and its
inmates.

Further improvements are contem-
plated which will use up all of the funds
available for this year, and this, with
what has been done, will work a most
wonderful and beneficial as well as
substantial change in the territorial
prison. Yuma Sentinel.


