
THE WASHINGTON POST TUESDAY MAY 2 1899S

I

GUN THAT DOESNTKIOK

flotary Recoil System Applied-

to Field Artillery

A

Itomarkable New Cannon Now Undergo-
ing a Series of at IJrlclceport-
IroTlng OroHiuU Compact 3Ielho l of-

KeptHa I letd IMcco in LH fur Uapld
11rl e Ir Iterant Well KHOITH for Pre

Valuable Invention IH Artillery

Wfcea tb p f rc aaoan 4 some w-

tb MU of Lieut R B DMhMl-
ltut contribution U ctenc
ifc0t n the Medium f practical fraprvX-
Mmta and of Held fortlfleatten

84 ar l goo far toward
30M E tb American a well MI tb-
AjMrfcan gunners femous throughout
wwid tt was haRd that a tlm-
roeW probably lap e before another
Aietftcan un designer would take his
ptaet to his own peculiar fleM It IHUM
to mdcntood that while n d t

and Improvement of heavy june an1-
ttMfr Mounting to open to all who wish
le it ia ln t by the very MU-
wt of tblmti within the tw r-

rcwetrt bound In the flrot place tbo
who would attempt Invention and design
tt thte direction irut be practical m

chaalcx und gun men Then again a
towwfedge of the peculiar and intricate
mathematical methods by which computa-
tion often Invclvin month of labor are
worked out and applied to gun construe
lion to essentIal And last but by no-
rtH n a man who would try in this
as In any other held for successful

must have the Godgiver vacuIty of
that power of seeIng that

others do not tee and of doing thingstat others csnnot or do not do
Owing to that the Ameri-

can people have taken within the put
eighteen months in things military it is
pretty weM known throughout the coun-
try that the United Statue government
Intends to s ur plant its prevent rather
antiquated stock of field artillery with
gvas of a new The contract

new construe
about a thousand of field

artillery of the The
money involved wiN amount to hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars It IK also
krewn that the Czar of Russia will

be in the market for 4000 pieces of
teM artillery of the mobt pat-
tern to aid him In the his
universal peace proposition
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It was with a view of designing a sun
which would meet the requirements of a
modern army that a young man then
thirty of age and a native Wash

himself to work a little
river two years ago He looked over

and models of the various rield
gang use throughout the world None
of them suited his ideas of what a gun
sJjukl be The chief objections that he
found were their great weight their un
wleMineatt in handling and working and
their liability to be by a well
directed shot from gun or
from the effect of the fearful recoil fol-
lowing the Wring of their own Two
years of Incessant labor in experimenting
aw designing and of unceasing applica-
tion have resulted in the completion of

which according to the expressed IMT

of all artillery experts who have ex-
aminvd the model and who have followed
Use series cf elaborate tests which it has
undergone at the proving grounds of the
American Ordnance Company of Bridge
IKrt Conn is the finest and most com-
plete field gun in the world involving n
Its construction a principle radically dif

from any now in use in artillery
mush one which they believe is tiestinoJ
to revolutionize artillery construction
throughout the world

The name of the inventor and patentee
of this improvement in heavy gun con-
struction is Willmin H Bevuns who re-
sides at 155 E street southeast this city
The system is known as the rotary n
coil system and substitutes for the old
long cumbersome and weighty cylindri-
cal or spring recoil a small wheel which
with the other mechanical apparatus at-
tached weighs for the threeinch lled
KWH little over a hundred pounds and
which hi under the gun and well to
the rear gun carriage Tnis re-
ceives awl by means of a groove

which passes a
jwetwied liquid mixture of water and
glycerine the entire recoil of the sun

Perraps Its workings are best described
In Mr Bevans own words In an inter-
view a Post reporter during the past
week Just before he leaving
Washington for Bridgeport where he was
going to look after the construotion of
time gun which is being prepared for time
United test of Held guns Ir Bev-
ans

In appearance the rotary recoil re-
sembles a cheeuebox This box revolves
OR a shaft which Is enlarged on its cen-
tral portion into a paddle This remains
Jbcetl On the outside of the cheesebox
or hollow cylinder there are gear teeth
Which engage with similar teeth under

of the gun body The backward
of the gun on firing causes the cyl

inder to revolve and causes the liquid
within to pass from one side of the pis
ton to the other and through grooves of
varying area cut in the walls of the cyl
hider

At the beginning of recoil the liquid
acs s through the largest part of thegroove at the time that the gun is moving

fastest As this groove grows smaller
less liquid cn para through it and the
Xtttt gradually stops Then by means of
springs shaped after the fashion of clock
springs and attached to the side of the
cylinder and which revolve it in the oppo-
site direction the gun is returned to its
normal position and is ready for another
shot The online movement of tfte gun
beck and forth i so quick that it cannot
k followed with the eye It is possible to
obtain with a wheel built upon the rotary
principle a recoil of three feet Such a
recoil under the old system would prob

require a cylinder longer than thegun A recoil of fifteen or eighteen
been found sufficient howev-

er tar alt practical purposes
Now TraiMltigrOeiir-

Otw of the great advantages that the ro
tarjr recoil gives in the construction of
CM will be p rhaps better appreciated

the ortictrs and men of Sampsons
fleet who were compelled in shelling San
tiago to tilt their vessels to seaward
fey removing ballast COM from the
landward aide of their ships in order to
levata their suns sutticiently to fire shells

0v r the hills lying between themselves
and the town The artillery now
ill work is dangerous enough
wbn one gets in front of It but if he
gets way up in the air overhead or almostdirectly it be is comparatively safe-

s the cannot be well elevated to
shoot upward or depressed to shoot

Moreover but little lateral move
Mttt la possible without moving the en
Cre carriage When present
B ts are aimed they are with aMake arrangement and teach tlm is
tfeerefey test

In th gun olSicullies
atovtatwf as the r c 4l gear U to therear and of the way i f the move
NMMt of gun It nan b arranged to
shot altaofrt straight np in the air or
tilrwotly down Into earth and the gun
cart moved irom side to side without
tie trail MKg moved from lie fixed pos-
ltJt TWfc i through medium t
a tn4init n s ur f Mr Bevans Invention
which purely tJorn away with the oM
Mnd pke atrangaineHt for moving and
aiming th gun

Two Important features of the
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Bevans Is also the patentee of the tele
flcontr sight for tick and the intro-
duction of thin teethed of aiming will

Innovation In America It I true that
ir HmrmtHi the ftcW arlHtertoui have a
way of attaching a tele Mpe to their
guns aiming them and then removing
the telescope t lire but In of
the new gun toe sight Is attached to the
son carriage The forked trail saves a
great deal of room to the gunners as It
has only one beam running back of time
gun and into the earth

Lighter 1ielil Carriage
The carriage for the new gus whoa

eompletad and fqulpped with travelii
brakes and seats for two gunners will
weigh 1100 poends as against the weight

United States Army of 1JW pounds The
gun will Itself weigh about S pounds or
nearly the same as the gun now In use
Mr Bevans estimates that it can fire with
ease twenty shots per minute using a
charge of one and a quarter pounds of
smoketeM powder The pressure within
the Kim at time of explosion is 99M
pounds to the square inch and the shell
tear th muzzle with a velocity of 1 5

feet per second As the testing grounis
at Bridgeport are not of great length it
is impossible to tell exactly how far the
gun will carry but Edwin W Very a
former Lieutenant in the United States
Navy and the artillery expert of the
company which te manufacturing Mr
Bevans gun ventured the opinion after
watching the trial tests that he could
place eight snots owl of ten in a target at
lCOJ yards without returning the gun so
successful did the new recoil work in act
ual practice

Lifo of nil Inventor
Mr Bevans may be fairly called a self

made man When only fifteen years of
age lie went into the navy yard in this
pity ES an apprentice boy He worked
there for five years and in the evenings
applied himself to study He learned
drawing and mathematics in the Corfe
ran Scientific School of this city and In
1SS6 was promoted to a position in the
drafting deportment of the navy yard He
retained his position there until 1805 and
in addition to attracting considerable no-

tice there by his design of the turret for
time battleship Texas he invented and
patented a number of designs for lam

in heavy artillery He l the
inventor of an elevating gear for field
carriages now In use in the United States
Army and of an arrangement which It s
claimed will revolutionize the construc-
tion of rapidfire guns The latter how
ever is kept secret pending the passage
of patents and a contract has already
been signed for furnishing it to the Unltd
States government In 1S93 Mr Bevans
left the government service and accepted
a position with the Driggs Ordnance Com-
pany as designer of war material After
the consolidation of the ordnance com
ponies throughout the country he accepted
the position of designer of war material
for the American Ordnance Company
which he now holds A yet he is but
thirtytwo years of age and it may be
safely predicted has his best work anti
greatest usefulness lie before him
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GOOD TOWN IN GEORGIA

Liquor Negroes Curds Tobacco and
Dancing liarretl in Demurest

The Posts story last Sunday about the
old town of Bladensburg said a gentle-
man from Georgia reminds me that wo
have one In our State that is far from
being like the Maryland town I refer to
Demorest where there Is no revelry by
night nor by day either

This town Is one of the pets of the
millionaire publisher and prohibitionist of
New York Demorest It Is a village

I

¬

tobacco is under the ban An effort
was made to prohibit the sale of the weed
in any shape As I am too poor to smoke
I regard it as a step In the right direction
Tho man who smokes is liable to drink
and even to swear especially if he buys
his cigars in Demorest They are known
as lottery cigars one in a thousand draw
There are nearly a thousand people liv-
ing in the town There Is only one negro
In the whole place consequently iyiichings
are rare This negro is a young womn
in the employ of a Southern family ie
other families resent the presence of this
lonely African Lots are not sold to Eeal-
opians Nearly all the residents are
from New England and their love for the
freedman has faded under the Southern
sun Nearly all the people are newcom-
ers and though from the peaceable Chris-
tian region of the Union there seems to
be an aggressive spirit among some of
them For instance some time ago two
doctors of divinity hitched They were
both apparently active men for they
preached and practiced medicine toe Dr
Fitch one of them had a third occupa-
tion He engineered the weekly paper
Dr Patterson not to be lila rival
added the to ida
functions Bad blood was brewed between
them The editor one day sent down an
Invoice of papers to be mailed to hismany thousand subscribers but he tailed
to accompany the papers with the price
of the postage postmaster refused to
help his brother or to accept the stat
ment that time bank was closed and that
he could not get The bank
had never been opened Dr Filcn went
down to the postonlce which was in the
drug store and was also under the man-
agement of the busy Dr Patterson These
men of medicine and gospel hitched and
the fur Hew for awhile

uemorest is eightynine miles from
Atlanta on the Southern Railway and
the site was formerly Justice

wild turkey range It is a very
healthy town and few au The
Yankees there live on bread and Irish
potatoes They bake the bread t nce a
week and cook the potatoes in the

The drummers avoid the town since
an evangelists grip was searched 01 sus-
picion that it contained a flask of whis
ky Of course the suspicion was un-
founded The flask was There is
a tine hotel handsomely furnished but
few guests ever stop there It has been
closed several times the Sheriff assisting
The town and county are settling rapidly
During the last cold spell several fam-
ilies from Ohio landed there They
bought each one a hill and were
ging for life when last heard from

is a rlgnts town
The women intend to hold all the offices
It is solemn and dimly religious always
The residents bar dancing and say that
card lends to the place which is
supposed to lie somewhere between oil
and China Demorest promises to irtorm
the State of its adoption and it may be
that they will devise ways and means to
do away with lynchlngs It promulgates
new and advanced ideas and holds aloft
the torch of a higher and brighter civil-
ization but they dont want the torchs
light dimmed by the shadow of uiy ne-
gro The promoter presented the town
with a church and a bell Those who live
under the eaves of the sanctuiry can
hear its low tones as float
over the city bordering on the Blue
Ridge is a wonderful place
Moonshiners were never Known to Invade
its precincts since Mr Damorest
launched his first There They
say the place Is haunted

Well both and
Demorest I dont drink and attend
church occasionally nut I I

soon lose my government job if I hadnt
rather live in Bladensburg than this
Georgia mountain town
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SIDELIGHTS ON HEROES

Queer Stories of Eccentric Old

War Veterans

A FEW LEAD DOUBLE LIVES

Incident Pathetic and Ilntnoroai De-

veloped by the Secret Service of the Icn
aloe IJureiiu Old Soldiers Suppoted to
Bo Dead Since the Civil War Found by

Anxion Kelatlve Some Strange
IjiUtoIarjr Correspondence

Among the various departments under
imm dnue supenislon of the Corn

missioner of the United States Pension
Bureau is one which though compara
tively unknown to the general public is
extremely active in its operations and
in ninny respects rivals the famous

Service of the Treasury Department
The Pension Secret Service is an un-

usually modest organization and shrinks
decidedly from advertising Its exploits
although Its members can tell any num-
ber of tales of endless variety The
range of romance which runs through
these stories surpasses anything ever put
before the public as fiction and the men
who tell thtee tales point to the scars on
their faces to illustrate some of the hair
breadth escapes they have experienced

When Commissioner H Clay Evans en-

tered npon his present duties he did so
with the linn intention of giving the ut
most assistance to really worthy pension
claim and unceasing vigilance end se
vere punishment to fraudulent ones He
has been untiring in his efforts in both
directions with the result that he has
saved many thousands of dollars for the
government and has caused several hun
dred persons to cease living the lives of
frauds
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is
cognizant of the many

situations connected with various pension
claims and likes to tell a good story as
well aS any one he has made it a rule
never to discuss the private affairs of
otilce Once in a while however an in-

teresting story will creep out and give
the public a peep into the of
some of the pension claimants

The detectives in the employ of time

Pension Office rank with the keenest in
the United States and are frequently
sent to the other end of the Union to
ferret out the truth In regard to claims
about which there is the slightest doubt

The family complications which thsee
detectives encounter are decidedly inter-
esting and often pathetic It is no un
usual state of affairs to discover that the
husband who has been mourned as dead
since the civil war by a faithful wife is
living In sime remote town married
again and with a second family growing
up around him

These situations sometimes result from
misunderstandings on the part of one or
both parties but too often they are the
outcome of a determination on the part
of the soldier supposed to be dead A
case of the latter kind came to light re-
cently when a widow living In the State
of New York applied for a pension She
stated In the application that her hus-
band had been killed in the civil war
and named the date of his death the

Although Commissioner Evans thor-
oughly

In which he fell

affairs

battle 0

¬
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The bureau looked Into the matter and
discovered that a soldier bearing the
same name as that of the dead husband
wa living in a Western town and drawing H pension for disabilities

Tht widow being informed of this one
of her sons came on to Washington and
In an interview with the Commissioner
stated that the man out West was evi
dently a fraud of the worst kind and

the bureau to investigate the af
fair He said that his father had always
been devoted to his mother and the large
family of children and that when 16
went to the war it was with the hope of
being able to return soon afterward

His mother he said had struggled along
as best she could often barely making
enough to feed and clothe the children
Now she was getting old and really need-
ed the pension

The Commissioner was greatly impress-
ed by the mans earnestness and felt con-
vinced that if fraud did exist it was cer-
tainly on the part of the man bearing the
dead soldiers name Accordingly he as
certained that the man drawing the pen-

sion was an inmate of a soldiers home
and persisted in his assertion as to his
identity

The son was notified but Insisted that
the man was a fraud since he knew that
his father was killed In the war He pro
duced letters received by his mother at
the time of the battle in proof of his
claim Having had a few similar claims
Mr Evans told the son that time only way
to settle the difficulty was to pay a visit
to the soldiers home in question and in-

terview the man whom he supposed to be
guilty of assuming the fathers name

The son did so and met face to face his
own father whom he had not seen since
childhood-

It was a case of willful desertion Used
to the free and easy ways of camp life the
father dreaded a return to his old

where he would have to work hard to sup
port lila large family He consequently
hit upon a plan of living upon his pension
and completely cutting adrift from all
former ties

Another case in which the wife thought
her husband dead wins traced through to a
finishing chapter bv the detectives

The Commissioners attention was called
to the fact that a man and woman bear-
ing the same name but living in widely
separated States were each drawing a
pension

The womans son came to Washington
to represent her Interests in the contest
and was very persistent in his assertions-
as to his mothers honesty and Integrity
of character He stated all he knew of
the circumstances attending his fathers
death and bitterly denounced time man
whom he said had usurped his fathers
name

The matter was investigated by a detec-
tive assisted by the son and the two
finally wont to the town where the man
drawing the pension lived

They consulted one of the leading attor-
neys of the town and asked him If he
knew tiny one by the name of the pen-
sioner

He answered at once that he did was
acquainted with him and all his family

Ioiind by Hit Son
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The young man then felt certain that
there was some great mistake and sug
gested that the pensioner might by some
strange coincidence have become pos-
ses ed of the same name and have lived
in the same locality as his father at one
time in his life

All this sounded very plausible but tne
detective accompanying him concluded
that the only way to solve the problem
was to confront the man

They did so and he confessed to having
deeerted his wife and having married an-
other woman without the formality of a
divorce He had no desire he said to re
turn to his former wife and so long as his
affairs had become public Intended tomarry the woman then living with him

He evinced no Interest whatever In hisson and told him It was too late then togo back to his old lire and that he would
stay where he was He said he was glad
to have met his and ao dismissed
him

That was another case of broken heartspension records are full ef themthough the casual reader would not know

Pension claims however do not al-
ways favor the sad side of life Indeed
the humorous epistles affidavits andapplications which reach the bureau afford a creat deal of amusement to those

duty it is to handle them In thecourse or busitbsa
Those letters afford the greatest varietyof errors at limes an overplus of the naked truttoat others a won

derful shyness of that stareyed goddess
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and withal an Interesting mixture of
the ludicrous blended with pathetic fact

An obliging neighbor of Orville Jame
son who hid put In his claim for a pen
km beeauce of dropsy which was the

after effects of Injuries received In the
war writes

I verily believe that Orville Jameson-
la fatlged from his leavin becos
be Is too rat ways 200 pounds and baY a
family to feedthe nabors thinks he have
dropsy but I no he bay no dropsy

he would bust If he bad moar iu
Wes him than he now hav besides xvich
be are without vittoas habits or refer-
ences I no bo hay solid fat and vittels
and no dropsy

Another dropsical case In all Its details
Is set forth by the widow of the unfortun
ate man In her application for a pension
The frankness with which she describes
his malady Is particularly interesting anddisplay a beautiful disregard for those
little niceties of social expression with
which some of poorest correspondents
ron gloss over a repulsive Illness and
make It appear In a most attractive light

Th says My huaband was
terrible blotted In his stumach He
couldnt stoop over and straighten up
without helping himself To ham beans
pork mashed potatoes eggs veal cabhuge his stumach was repulsive His
rheumatism was the kind called lumbagoat furst His dropey was terlbel

he died his legs burst from pres
sure He swelled up as big as a beretall over I ask that he be taken up andreopened

Womanlike she was obliged to add a
postscript and as with other vomens
letters her postscript contains the mostImportant and at the same time most
dramatic elements of the whole epistle
She concludes with

P S When my husband came back
from the war I supported him on my
needle till he died

The manner in which Injuries were ac
quired during the Civil War Is something
marvelous and often too pronouncedly
farfetched to permit securing the covet
ed pensions There are several eases on
record of applications for pensions on ac-
count of baldness having been made some
twentyodd years after the surrender at
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The following extract Is an excellent
example of an Injury which made itself
known after an interval of thirty years

The way I got my war ingery was a
ketchin of a hot The hog war a sow
hog and our Captain wanted her for
forege He was the sow and she
crawled through a hoal In a rale fence
it war a big hoal and I thot I
war about the sis of the hog and tried to
crawl threw but I stuk and trying to
wigle out I throde the rales off and one
hit me on my hed and necked me sense

chasm

¬

less I do not think the sow pig had
nothing to do with my line of fluty for
I did not ketch the hog wlch she never
war caught

Those in the Pension Office who ate at
nil dissatisfied with their superiors may
thank the fates that the writer of the
following was never put in authority over
them The writer evidently understands
exactly what Js required of a chief of
division and would no doubt rule a model
division if he had his way This Is his
idea as set forth in a letter to one of the
officials and most people will admit that
his plan is a good one although he would
probably learn a few things if he at
tempted to carry It out

XXXXX Now I want you or the
comesenir of pensens to give me a plais
in your ottits then i wont ask for no
moar raze in pensen jus ian clurk
o k but I cant laber or i cud oo s the
other clurks make them stan roun an
raze dewlie entitel pensens Keape them
from lofeinge whesperin in offas ours in
fact akt as janeter or superviser secInge
all things gone rite

Some wouldbe Daughter of the Ameri-
can Revolution who yet lacks an authen-
tic ancestor may be able to strike a

with the writer of the next epistle
who states that he is also a son of the
War of 1812 and gives a specimen of some
poetry which he was kind enough to com-
pose and send along with his application
for a pension This is his statement

nowI
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Case Stated in Uliyni
I am a grandson of the RevulsIon

son of the War of 1S12 1 will rite you
peace of Poetry on myself and ancester

The following Is presumably the poem
although it is a little difficult of versifi-
cation

My memras carrys me back to the
when I was stout always able to roll my-
self about but know when I undertake

feel the ken Pane over Take me it
think of thirtythree year ago it was

the Enama thirsty bullet that Pearst me
threw the leg it has made me wish

was dead I have always been too proud
to beg it has made me dread when I had
to walk upon my leg It has gave me
such a Pane It has made me so Lame that-
I have wlsht that I was dead then serten
amen would say heare sleepes a why
cant we weepe he suffered thirtythree
years fore hlscountry knowwonder we can
weepe not only that he was a granson of
the Ilevellslon that hope make the consti-
tution not only that he was a son of th
war of 1S12 that never did rebell the caua
of I never could tell

A Total Wreck is however albe to
write his troubles-

I fust got to be a total wreck from
liver and kidneys then I was totally
wrecked by consumption which came on

I am totally wrecked by army
troubles sprains and hard marching-

A henpecked husband who evidently
has It in for his wife states-

I got blood poison by being hit with a
hens eg which was not good when you
send my pensen I want the Deed made
sos my wife cant get none off It she
throde the eg

For originality of expression and Yankee
cleverness in his designs upon a trusting
government the plain soldier of the civil
war is without a peer

LAMAR Q17ISE

PAT GILMORE IN PARIS

How lie Repaid a Loan from HI Prim

Nordlca In Aiaeiees Magazine

It was at the time when Gilmore was
at the height of his Paris engagement
that his agent ran off with his funds and
left the old bandmaster almost stranded
Despite his sincere trouble he retained his
Imperturbable good nature and came out
of it successfully lIe came to me one
morning smiling goodnaturedly as
After greeting me and Inquiring after my
health he said My dear child you have
saved some little money on this tour I
told him yes

Now I would like to borrow that little
from you

I was very much surprised at the re-

quest for he said nothing whatever of his

niak

tha-
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hero

t

meNow

usual

I

a
a

ii-

I
me

thou

¬

¬

¬

loss he hind been so unuoi
and generous and had won our confidence
and regard so wholly that I could not
hesitate I turned over nearly all I had
and he gathered it up and went away
simply thanking me Of course I heard
of the defalcation later It was all around
Our salaries went right on however and
in a few months the whole thing had been

forgotten when he came to me one
morning with money ready in his hand

To pay you what owe you my dear
Oh yes said so and so much

naming the amount
Here it It he said and handing me

over a roll of bills went away course
I did not count it until a little later but
when I did I found just double the
amount 1 had nam vd and no persuasion
would evor induce him to accept a penry
of it back

Time Quentfon

The next question before us said the
impassioned orator is the annexation of
Cube

Excuse me said a man in the audi-
ence the next question Is what excuse
we can find for the annexation of Cu
ba

PATENTS
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UPSET THE PRESIDENT

How Van Buren Took an
Mud Bath

DID IT FOR A PiVEDOLLAR HAT

Politics and time Promise of a Brnndnetr

Dignified Chief Executive In n
Mud Hole with time Intention of lam

presilng flint with time Fact that time u-

tlocal Koatl Seeded Kepairs-

PlalnfleJd Ind April 23 It was right
over thar under that elm that Stage Driv-
er Mason Wright dumped President Van
Buren into a mud puddle for a JS hat
and as though to impress the point of
consideration the Quaker repeated fer
a hat

President Van Buren entered upon his
duties in 1SJ7 just when the nation was
reaching one of her most severe commer-
cial crises The opening of the West
was the great Issue at that time and all
centered around internal Improvements-
The business of the country was then ear-
ned on over waterways and highways
All traffic was carried by canal oats and
on stages and the proposition to improve
this public service In time Interior was j
cue of the v ry greatest moment There
were many other obligations just at that
time pressing in on the nation and the
finances were getting low

During his term of office there came a
general demand for extra appropriations
for the construction of roads and im-
provements of canals and other water-
ways Seeing that the nation was cramp-
ed and realizing that it was also being
sandbagged by a lot of contractors who
were taking everything sight he vetoed
the appropriation bill This brought about
such a great sweeping storm of alleged
indignation that In light of the fact that
ho was to be a candidate in 1S40 he felt
that something must be done He prop-
erly attributed most of the disapproval to
the sandbagging contractors Finally he
was driven to taking a trip of investiga
tion Incidentally it iray be added that
the trip was the lirst one made by any j

President into the States west of the I

original thirteen

rirt Tour

In-

diana

Beaver Induced A Stage Drlcr to
the
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His trip was outlined over the national
read which runs ft cm Baltimore to St
Louis and was then as at present the
greatest road in the nation The finest
stage coaches the fastest horses and the
best drivers were arranged in relays so
that he might cover the territory In the
fastest most elegant and most comfort
able style possible He was accompanied
by his Secretary of State They rode j

general thing or top of the stages and
he road leaving it here and
there to go to seme capitol or city or
to inspect some canal work It was three
weeks after he left Washington that he
landed In Indiana Up to that time he
had not had reason to change his policy
on the internal improvement appropri
ation bill veto The road was in very fair
condition though he admitted It might be
Improved upon He thought however
that the funds provided for annually were
sufficient if expended with some discrimi
nation to place the road and all other

In very fair condition and
keep them so

At present It Is not known what was
the sentiment In Indianapolis on the In-

ternal improvement question but what
ever it was the city laid it aside and
gave Martin Van Buren a reception
worthy of the city He was wined and
toasted and festivities were planned
which would have taken a week to carry-
out But he stopped them by the posi-
tive announcement that he was not out

I

I

I

Inspectet the
I

Im-

provements

as-
a

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

on t pleasure jaunt hut on a trip of In
speoclon and that he would only remain
in Indianapolis until the next day He
made several statements which showed
most conclusively that so far he had not
changed his mind on the internal

He thought the provisions i

were ample and he intimated that If rob-
bery of public funds was quit there would j

be no need of more funds for the internal I

improvements
Tryiis to Convert Him

An old Whig named Hale had charge of
the stage coach line between

and Terre Haute He was a very
pronounced advocate of the Internal Im-

provement bill and was in his way
something of a contractor He talked
with Van Buren about the road over
which ho had to carry his contracts and
stated that the national road from

to St Louis was really in a
bad state and that because of oceans of
mud he could hardly get his stage coach
through But Van Buren gave him a deaf
ear He ordered his stage to be on hand
the next morning and about noon he and
the Secretary came and took their
places on top of It and were given a
glorious farewell from the city

Hale had decided that he would have to
impress upon Van Buren the necessity of
more funds for Improvements He called
his driver Mason Wright to one side and

him a new J5 nat and relief trom
all damages If he would dump Van Buren
in the deepest mud hole on the road
Wright was a wild reckless fellow and
he accepted the offer He took on a sup-

ply of nerve and drove the stage out
Time trip from Indiaaapclis to IlalniieM

was uneventful The roA1 out of Indian
apolis was bad but after the stage
crept down several hills Into the lower
lands through which the national road
passed the good gravel disappeared and

were many bad ruts These
became worse and worse Just out

side of Plainfleld there was a great mo
rUB through which the road pased
There were two paths through it

Gave Van lila Ciiofce
Wright drew rein as he approached

t and stopped to take a survey After
considering some moments he turned to 2
Van Buren who was on top of the stage
and a ked him whfch way he should go
There was good method In all of this
The driver had gone through that
three times a week for several years He

that the north path which looked
the more threatening was in fact al-
right and the mud and water would only
come up half way to the hubs white
the southern passage which looked 4-
enojch when compared with the
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was really Dangerous to the mot ex-

perienced driver It led under a great
elm tree Van Buren readily tell into the
trap and told him to the south Wright
turned horses and gave them the
whip The people who had gathered
the other side of the morass to nee the
President yelled their warning for they
knew what would happen but th driver
was out to win his S hat and was
It on the advice of his victim the Presi-
dent of the nation who was attired in
his conventional broadcloth He did net
atop but drew rapidly toward
the bank on which the tree stool The
roots which he knew where to mind did
not go back en him There was an awful
moment of uipenae then a crackling a
crash and the stage coach lay on ltd
in the very center of the morass The
President and the next highest olttctal in
the nation alighted on allfour as it
were in the very slimiest and muddiest
ijK t in the wallow They fairly in
and then scrambled around until they
found one of the submerged roots
which they climbed until the tpectatorsf-
lched them out An old Quaker lady
took Martin out behind the elm tree and
jKraped him off with a hip Another
lady did similar service for the Secretary
of Sate When they were reHevrrt of
part of the mud they were taken to the
old Castlfn tavern where two big v h
tubs were prepared for their reception
They took baths and then attired

In the raiment of some of the viilagers After some time they ar ienrnl
on the veranda decidedly Hoosier In ap
pearance A reception of a very Informal

n

his horses

side

his

doing

dived

orb

them-
selves

¬

¬

The Battleship MaineY-
ou will want a souvenir of this former great of

Uncle Sams Xavy and at the same time you desire a g
watch not only a timekeeper of exceptional merit but a treas-
ure of rare historical value one that will increase in value 4V
by day year by year The history of this watch is so interesting
that it Win be told by you to your children and by your children
to theirs in the generations to

The Hobson and Dewey Watches
represent the best workmanship obtainable are especially con-
structed finely movement openfaced case
stemwinder and guaranteed to be excellent time keeper

The cases are made from steel taken from the wreck of tattleship
MAINE now lying at the Bottom of Havana
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f A PHOTOGRAPHIC nEPnoiwcniox op TIlE
WArCIIIT IS EXACT

The Hobson
Ladies Watcft

2

+

The WeeKly Post
Gentlewoman N Y

The Dewey

Gentlemens

Watch-

Is Similar to the

Hofcson Watch il-

lustrated in the

cut but about

twice as large
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United States Yard New York Feb U
This Is to certify that the United States Government through ih ir representative at the New York Navy Yard has delivered to the W F

the steel recovered from th wr cKof the battleship Maine about 1200 pounds being tIme entire amountsaved W C GIBSON Commander States
In Charge General Delivery of Stuns

This metal was secured through the courtesy of Rear Admiral banelate of the Brooklyn Navy Yard has been chemically treated giving thcase that rich blue color possessed only by gun metalXOTB This sun metal today by the best Jewelers of this cotstry for the manufacture of all of expensive articles and is consideredthe very lastest thing In Jewelry

Only 1200 Pounds of Steel Secured
This necessarily limits the nujrber of cases that can be manufacturedRead the of Commander W C Gibson It Is a guarantee of your securing a genuine article

Capt Sigsbee Writes
He requested the American people to wait judgment on the wreck of theMaine until report was made gives careful thought to all matters tohis commendation of the watch Is of valueGentlemen The watch Is a beautiful and valuable souvenir of MainOn Its receipt I transferred a plain steel case watch that I had worn duringthe war to son Charles SIgsbee jr and I am now wearing thewatch made by you
I have shown It to many people all of whom have admired ItThanking you for the watch for your kind expressions I am yoursvery respectfully C D Captain U S Navy

Admiral Dewey Writes
Dewey as all know is a man of few words and he not write orunless he means It
Gentlemen I beg you to accept my hearty thanks for the beautiful wauhyou so kindly sent me It reached me yesterday and Is the admiration of allwho have seen it I want also to express appreciation of thf kind sentiments contained In your note of September 3 Very sincerity yours

GEORGE DEWEY

How to Get a Watch
The regular price of The Veekly Post is 75 cents a year

The Dewey or gentlemans watch will be sent free to every
one sending 16 subscribers to The Weekly Post for one year at
75 cents each

The Hobson or ladies watch will be sent free to every
one sending 22 subscribers to The Weekly Post for one year at
75 cents each

Send us the subscribers as fast as secured with the name of
the watch for which you are trying

These watches can be purchased from The Weekly Post for
10 each Either will be sent on approval if a deposit is made

of 5 refunded if watch is returned within ten days
One years subscription to The Veekly Post sent free with

every watch purchased

Address
The Washington Weekly Post

Washington D C
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Farm and Home

Handy Atlas of the World t
Weekly Post will send all three papers and the Alias

to old and new subscribers tor 100 postage paid

Weekly Post rnd Farm and Home one yar without the Atlas 75 centsWeekly Post Farm and Home and Handy Atlas so cents
The Weekly Post and

price of Post alone

The

the Gentlewoman alone one year 75 cents the

+

IAGAZINES
Price witS

Herulsr Weekly
Price Post

Ave Maria KOO J23-
SButfericks Delineator 100 160
Carters Monthly 100 140
Cassells Little Folks 150 180
Oissells Magazine ito ISO

400 410
Chautauquan 200 240

150 160
Cosmopolitan 100 149

100 L40
Forum 300 33
Frank Leslies Popular

100 140
Gentlewoman 100Harpers Monthly 400 375

100 120
100 L3o

Ladies World 40 115
McClure 100 140

10 145
160 18

Recreation 100 13
Review of Reviews 263
Scribner 303 310

Nicholas 3CO 810
Commercial 50 5

Louisville Dispatch CO 5

WEEKLIES
Atlanta Constitution J100 S135
Colliers 360
Cincinnati Enquirer 5 110

Press 100 110
Lculsvllle Courier
Journal r

75

Qulve

250

St

W eeky

83

WEEKLIES
with

Reraltr Weekly
Fries FOIL

Memphis Commercial
Appeal 60

New York World
thrlceaweek UOO 1125

Pathfinder Washing
ton 100 K

Public Opinion 2JX 1
Richmond Weekly

Times LOO l S 4
St Louis GlobeDemo

crat 100 131-

SL Louis Republic LOG 1

Womans Home Com-
panion 50 W

Companion t

subscribers only 175 185

FARMING PAPERS
American Agrlcultur-

1st J100 IUS 4
Dairy World 1 fFieslde W r
Farmers Home Jour-

nal 1W 1

Farm Journal 5y ar
CO

Farm and Home W
Home and Farm 0
Ohio Fat mtr 1 00

Practical Farmer lw
Southern Cultivator l 0 T
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Poultry Journal CO
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nature followed Van Buren was out for
another term and he took the situation i-

ncely as his aristocratic nature would
permit

Quaker Took Him Aback
It U said that he was very much taken

beck when the first man approached him
He grasped his hand and How do

do Martin I have often heard or
thee Martin but I have never seen
before The familiar ue of the

but when the aext and the next and all
were just a familiar in the use of
name he realized that he was In one of
those great Quaker settlements where
there Is no distinction between the high
and the tow and the rich and the poor

When the reception was at height
roan named Else i a eed down the

Street lift did not approach the tavern
and one of the men on the porch called to i

him
HI there Neighbor Kl e here U a man

thou vantt8t to see It is President Mar
tin Van liuren Elite looked over
and saidyou u l tell old Mart to no to hell for
rre and he pa ed on was one of Inc
contractors whouJ big rakeoffs been
knocked into a cocked hat by the careful f

of the President
Looking up Van Gurtn said Well

there 1C me vote in Indiana at least that
I wont 2t next l me

During the cleaning process and j

the stare wax fished out of the
mom and washed and dried and toward
evening the started on toward 8treaching Mount MerIdians road i

house near Greencattle that night There
was however a new driver In charge This i

said
thee

thee
feat

name took the President off lila feet

his

its
a

Else

Else
had

seas

the re-
ception

Is possibly the only time suS f-
fwert ever employed to convsre-
eciitlv of needed appr tpriio-
Buren returned to tiUi ton
on his veto policy He
next year DevioDrnentyears however showed that
was right

Them old elm Is just as full of J

Jut as as was that lay wl
played of trippta th

path winds clear f RV
roadbed It passed Into ar4
control and under tollKae sypl
was made perfect

Lacked the Needful
Frws Lift

Marfa Oars a person br tf
Pine Holler Itasto l ey imy hell
ratsonabte bout charges Ji-

a couple fo a basket ofc O7yer sompfln
Itmufr Ah would Marfa ony-

KOI no uttr

Medical Book Frei

Know Thyself a book for ver
rrjfulur p Ice 50 cents wIll v r rrf

and postpaid to any roaJe r J

of The Washington tior m

advertisement A ldr the Pta1
Medical Institute 4 Bulnnch tret B-

trn Mam th oldest and bc l institute
of It kind In New England Writ t

for freo book

was dT
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but noyv it stretches over a perfe Tit
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