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BE WAS hi good spirits morn

i rrwa which UghSened his heart
inl 10 think however It

V ail to neither of these
was tho scene which he

l th nlsjhl before could only
ii v or or lon He pictured him
j Xr wIMly down the valley

r rr r ircu taneeii and his heart

vrj frtin that tho illomened
Mr Ferguson of Rochdale

nouli never mere be seen within
Azalea Villa Then why did

rffse iii H was handsome he
V fi mi Could ft Xo it couldnt

U couldnt how could It The
A rjiiculoui e very ridiculous
t t fa fermented In the young mans

S r plt and that he could do noth
i j iJ T over It In the morning

r rr i t in hU perturbed bosom
j i down the red pathway to

ijitr lonjf by the bank
t d r xed Into his condl

o tacTurulty had made one gal
A to hold forth upon the subject
ffrrs ciimlated by the basket which
jj j in MS hand but the theme was
a tJriilirg on and after a spasmodic

Her h lad abandoned the attempt
ttMe eoninx alOng he had been full
iy anr i 8 and humorous

f

observ-
af M J rehearsed Innumerable re

is vtre to be poured Into Miss
cMi appreciative ear Hut now his
in fr ned ot a sudden to have become
acuum an i utterly devoid of any

an irstnf and overpowering impulse
oroniiit upon sun Xo
lofnir who ever reckoned a

o iiw iy abfcorbed In the
hi lal bodies as honest Bones

TtrMf ri trudged along by the slowflow-
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Sj4ory his conversation with his part
r oP lack Into his mind What was
Be vJ upon the subject Tell

r row td y at the mines Ho re
vei t in his brain It seemed a

s ihm i talk about but Boss had said
ar i I in was always right He would

iJC it Ilunpe so with a premonitory
71 h riumd out
r ilvt mostly on bacon and beans
he ai y

H fuii not see what effect this com
ir tion had upon his companion He
to tall to be able to peon under the

trw bonnet She did not answer
mould try again

Mutton on Sundays he said
cn ailed to arouse any enthusl

T In fan she seemed to be laughing
s is vidently wiong The young

rs a in d spalr The sight of a ruin
huT tisldc the pathway up

r h ia a He grasped at It
s nun ti a straw

iHkn y Jack built that he remarked
tinre till he died

did he die of asked his com

10nrK star brandy said Abe decislve
1 ud to come over of a night

led and sit by him Poor
t had a wife and two children In Put

Hfd rave and call me Polly by the
He was cleaned out hadnt a red

but the boys collected rough gold
r ugh to see him through Hes

Tr in that shaft that was his claim
f w just dropped him down it an tilled

p rut down his pick too an a spade
r a bucket sos hed feel kinder perky

ir J t home
Mss Carrie seemed more Interested new

IK they often die like that she
BKfl

Vi bnndy kills many but theres-
CTI en dropped shot you know

I dont mtin that Do many men die
c jrii miserable down there with no-

M cure for them and she pointed
the cluster of houses beneath them

Is til re any one dying now It Is
i ul to Ihirk of

Thrr n ne as I knows on likely to
r w u hand
I yu wouldnt use so much slang

r imnnn said Carrie looking up at
ai rt rvingly out of her violet eyes
na struigo what an air of proprletor

this young lady was gradually QS-
s mlng toward her gigantic companion
vj know it isnt polite You should

a dictionary and the proper
t rds

Ah thats It said Bones apologetic
Its gettin your hand on the proper
U hen youve not pot a steam drill

u v WIt to put up with a pick-
Y s Lit Its easy If you try You
jJ uy that a man or
rtiiiui it you like
Huts it said the miner enthusias
iy Moribund Thats a word

u vim uld hey over Boss Morgan
tl inatter of words Moribund

Min sound about that
rni uhi

ls nut the sound you must think of
h thtr it will express your meaning
uy Mr Durton if any one should

i in i 11 nip you must let me know
ill in IK alll I might Of use YOU

c cn t you
A acquiesced ond relapsed

as he pondered over the pos
inoculating himself with some

nl tiiious disease There was a
I d r ort l from Buckhurst Per
s Miinihinj might be done with that
ri iiw I must say good morning

as they dame to u spot where
jk l pathway branched off from the

it wound up to Azalea Villa
nk yu ivor so much for escorting

fct1
In v in Abe pleaded for the additionalfcirtiwj tr sid adduced the over

miBir n tfht of the diminutive basket
oatut ruson She was Inexorable

t k it him too tar out of his way
1 iy stie was ashamed of herself
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r ine departed in a mixture
PJI feelings He had interest

had spoken kindly to him
MI bad him away before

my nc lty she couldnt
mi him It she would do
I M k might have felt a little
h i however had he seen Missrr s iir a she watched his retlrn r r m the garden gate with a

iM n her saucy face and a
niil at his bent head and

i i fari nce
r was the favorite hauntht iunts of Harveys aiulce Inr n There had been

iiiMtitKin between It and the
tiiaiirneiu termed the Groceryi itr of its innocent appellation

to dispense spirituous ro
m Thr importation of chairs-

r tad led to the appearance
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pi urorery against a picture In
fl us the freiiuantera expross

I1 were oven how
a window curtain
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an Uladvizcd attempt to stop a pistol ball
hii e In motion a verdict which was
looked upon as a triumph of Jurlfipru
dance in the camp as simultaneously ex
onoratlnr the culprit and adhering to therigid and undesirable truth

On this particular evening there was an
of notabilities in the snug

though no such pathological cere
mony had called together Many
changea hd late which mer
ited It was in this chain
bar gorgeous In all the effete luxury of
the mirror and settee that Harveys
Sluice was wont to exchange Ideas The
recent of the population was
still ferment in mensminds Then there was Mss Sinclair andher movements to be commented on andthe paying lead in the Conemara andthe recent rumors of bushrangers Jtwas no wonder that the leading men In

Colonial Bar
The rangers were the present subject of

j discussion For some few days rumors oftheir presence had been flying about andan uneasy feeling had pervaded the colony Physical f was a thing little
known In Harveys Sluice The miners
would have turned out to hunt down the

with as much zest as If they
many kangaroos It was thepresence of a large quantity of gold in

the town which caused anxiety It was
felt that the fruits of their labor must be
secured at any cost Messages had been

j sent over to Buckhurst faros many troop
ers as could be spared and in the mean
time the main street of the Sluice wasparaded at night by volunteer sentinels

A fresh impetus had been given to thepanic by the report brought in today by
Jim Struggles Jim was of an

j and aspiring turn of mind and after gaz
in silent disgust at his last weeks

up he had metaphorically shaken
the clay of Sluice from his
and had started off into the woods

j the Intention of prospecting round until
he could hit upon some likely piece
ground for himself Jims story was that
he was sitting upon a fallen trunk

his midday damper and rusty bacon
his trained ear had caught the

clink of horses hoofs He had2hardly time
to take the precaution of rolling off the
tree and crouching down behind It be
fore a troop of men came riding down
through the bush and passed within a
atonesthrow of him

There was Bill Smeaton and Murphy
Duff said Struggles naming two notor
ious ruffians and there was three more
that I couldnt rightly see And they took
the to the right and looked like bus

over with their guns in their
hands

Jim was submitted to a searching cross
examination that evening but nothing
could shake his testimony or throw a

light upon what he had seen He told
the story several times and at long in
tervals and though there might be a
pleasing variety in the minor Incidents
the main facts were always Identically the
same The matter began to look serious

There were a few however who were
loudly skeptical as to the existence of the
rangers and the most prominent of these
was a young man who was perched on a
barrel in the center of the room and was
evidently one of the leading spirits in the
community We have already seen that
dark curling hair lackluster eye and
thin cruel lip in the person of Black
Tom Ferguson the rejected suitor of Miss
Sinclair He was easily distinguishable
from the rest of the party by a tweed
coat and other systems of effeminacy in
in his dress which might have brought him
Into disrepute had he not like Abe Dur
ton partner early established the reputa

of being a quietly dangerous man On
present occasion he seemed somewhat

under the influence of liquor a rare oc
currence with him and probably to be as
cribed to his recent He
was almost fierce in of
Jim Struggles and his story

Its always the same he said If a
man meets a few travelers In the bush
hes bound to come back raging aboutrangers If theyd seen Struggles there
they would have gone off with a long
yarn about a ranger crouching behind a
tree As to recognizing people riding
fast among tree trunks it is an impossi
bUlLy

Struggles however stoutly maintained
his original assertion and all the sar
cams and arguments of his opponent
were thrown away upon his stolid com
placency It was noticed that Ferguson
seemed unaccountably put out about the
whole matter Something seemed to be
on his mind too for occaslonaly he would
spring oft his perch and pace up and down
the room with an abstracted and very
forbidding look upon his swarthy face
it was a relief to every one when

catching up his hat and wishing the
company a curt Good night he walked
off through the bar and Into the street
beyond

Seems kinder put out remarked Long
McCoy

He cant be afeard of the rangers
surely said Joe Shamus another man of
consequence and principal shareholder
of the Eldorado

Xo hes not the man to be afraid an
swered another Theres something
queer about him the last day or two Hes
been long trips in the woods without
tools They do say that the assayers
daughter has chucked him over

Quite right too A sight too
good for him voices

Its odds but he has another try
Shamus lies a hard man to beat when
hes his mind on a thing

Durtons the horse to win re-
marked Houlahan a little bearded Irish
man Its alvin to four Id be to
lay on him

And youd be afther losing your
avich said e young man with a

laugh Shell want more brains
ever Bones had Jn his skull you bet

Whos seen Bones today asked Mc
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Ive seen him said the young miner
He came round all through the

asking for a dictionary Wanted to
a letter likely

I saw him reading it said Shamus
He came over to me an told me hed

struck something good at the first show
Showed me a word about as long as your
arm abdicate or something

Its a rish man he Is now I suppose
said the Irishman

Well hes about made his pile He
holds a hundred feet of the Conemara

soil out hed be about nt to go home
Guess he wants to take apmebody home

with him said another Old Joshua
wouldnt object seeln that the money is
there

I think it has been already recorded In
this narrative that Jim Struggles the
wandcrlnw prospector had gained the rep-

utation of being the wit of thu camp It
was not oulY In airy badinage but in the
conception and of more proton

What day ot

JI

April Ive got a calendar In the hut as

What If It is said several voices

some one h7 Couldnt we get a
laugh out of ill W r
for instance Wll never smell at rat

cap

and the shares o up every hour hed

ttnus that Jim had

care his adventure In
had clued certain stagnn

m usual humor but the
company and hIs potatIons were grad
ualiy to a more cheerful

ot mind had been brooding In
oVer Idea the depArture

or Ferguson and he now to
It to lila expectant companions

lie began what days
1

aint ItT
No not that the

month
Dared It J know

tell the o

dont you AU Fools
Day Couldnt we up some joke
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CouWnt we send him off somewhere AnI
watoh him BO maybe Wed have
thing to chaff him on for a month to

eh
was a general murmur of

A however poor was always
the Sluice The broader the

the more thorosghly was It appre
There was no morbid delicacy of

feeling In the gulches
Where shall we send was the

query
Jim Struggles was in thought

a Then In
to come over

laughed uproariously his
hand between his knees In the excess of

delight
Well what Is Itr asked the eager au

dlence
See here boys Theres Miss Sinclair

You saying as gone on
dont you think

Suppose him a note send It to
him tonight you know

Well what then McCoy
Well pretend the from her dye

see Put her name at the bottom Let
as she wants him to come an meet

her in the garden at 12 Hes to go
non think she wants to go him
Itll be the biggest thing played this

r
There was a roar of laughter The

Idea conjured up if honest Bones moon
In garden and of old

out to remonstrate with
doublebarreled shotgun was irresisti

comic The plan was approved of
unanimously

Heres pencil and heres paper said
the humorist Whos goln to write the
letter

Write it yourself Jim said Shamus
Well what shall I say
Say what you think tight
I dont know how shed put It said

Jim scratching his head in treat per
plexlty However will never
know the dlffeence this do
Dear old man Come to the garden at 12

tonight else Ill never speak to you
eh

Xo thats not the style said the
young miner Mind shes a lass of eddl
cation Shed put it kinder flowery and
soft

Well write It yourself said Jim
sulkily handing him over the pencil

This Is the sort of thing said the
miner moistening the point of it in his
mouth When the moon is in the
sky

There it Is Thats bully from the
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And the stars ashinin bright meet
meet me Adoiphus by the garden

at twelve
His name aint Adoiphus observed

critic
Thats how the poetry comes In

the Its kinder fanciful dye see
Sounds a sight better than Abe
Trust him who she means
Ill sign it Carrie There

This epistle was gravely passed
the room from hand to hand and reveren-
tially gazed upon as being a
production of the human brain It
then folded up and committed to the
of a small boy who was solemnly
under dire threats to deliver It at
shanty and to make off before any awk-
ward questions were asked him It
only after he had disappeared in the dark-
ness that some slight compunction visited
one or two of the company

Aint it playing It rather low on the
girl said Shamus

And rough on old Bones suggested
another

However these objections were over-
ruled by the majority and disappeared
entirely upon the appearance of a second
jorum of whisky The had almost
been forgotten by the Abe had
received his note and was spelling it out
with a palpitating heart under the light of
his candle

has long been remembered InHarveys Sluice A fitful breeze was
sweeping down from the distant moun-
tains moaning and sighing among the de-
serted claims Dark clouds were hurryin
across the moon one moment throwing a
hadow over the landscape and the next

the silvery radiance to shine
down cold and clear upon the little val
ey and bathe in a weird and mysterious

light the great stretch of bushland on
either side of It A great loneliness
seemed to rest on the face of nature Men
remarked afterward on the strange eerie
atmosphere which hung over the little
town

It was in the darkness that Abe Durton
sallied out from his little shanty Hispartner Boss Morgan was still absent in
the bush so that beyond the everwatchful
Slinky there was no living being to ob-
serve his movements A feeling of
surprise filled his simple soul thatangels delicate fingers could have formed

great straggling hieroglyphics how-
ever there was the name at the foot and
that was enough for him She wanted
him no matter for what and with a
heart as pure and as heroic as any knight
errant this rough miner went forth at the
summons of his love

He groped his way up the steep winding track which led to Azalea Villa Therewas a little clump of small trees and
shrubs about 50 yards from the entrantof the garden Abe stopped for a mo-
ment when he had reached them in order
to collect himself It was hardly 12 yet
so that he had a few minutes to spare
He stood under their dark canopy peer
Ing at the white house vaguely outlined
in front of him A plain enough dwell
ingplace any prosaic mortal but girt
with reverence and awe in the eyes of
the lover

The miner paused under the shade of
the trees and then moved on to the gar
den gate There was no one He
was evidently rather early
was shining brightly now and the coun-
try round was as clear as day Abe looked
past the little villa at the road which
ran like a white winding streak over
the brow of the hilt A watcher behind
could have seen his square athletic flg
ure standing out sharp and clear Then
he gave a start as if he had been shot
and staggered up against the little gate
beside him
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lie seen somethIng caused
his sunburned face to become a shade
paler as he thought of the girl so near
him Just at the bend of the roaJ not
200 yards away he saw a dark moving
mass coming round the curve and lost
the shadow of the hill It was but for
aoment yet in that mQment the quick
perception of the practiced woodman had
realized the whole situation It was a
band of horsemen bound for the
and what horsemen would ride
night save the terror of the woodlands
the dreaded rangers of the bush

It is true that on ordinary occasions
Abe was as sluggish in his intellect as he
was heavy In his movements In the hour
of danger however he was as remark

and decisive action As he advanced up
the garden he rapidly reckoned up the
chances against him There were half
a dozen of the assailants at the most
moderate computation all desperate and
earless men The question was whether
he could keep them at bay for a short
time and prevent their forcing a passage
Into the house We have already men

that sentinels had been placed in
street of the town Abe

oned that help would be at within
of the firing of shot

the house he could con
fldently reckon on holding hIs own for a
longer period than that Before he could
rouse the sleepers and gain admission
however the rangers would be upon him
He must content himself with doing his
utmost At any he would show
Carrie that If he talk to her heat least die for her The i

him quite a glow of pleasure as he
under the shadow of the house He

his revolver Experience had
him the advantage of the first

road along which the rangers were
ended at a wooden gate
into the upper part of I

assayers little garden This
had a high acacia hedge on eith

side or it and opened into a short walk
lined by frnpassable thorny walls
knew the place well One resolute
might he thought hold the pASigea few the assailantsthrough elsewhere and took him In j
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the rear At any rate It was his best
chance He the front door but
forbode to sierra Sinclair was
an elderly man and would be of little aa-
slstance in such a desperate struggle as
was before him and the appearance of
lights in the would warn the rang-
ers of the awaiting them Oh
for his partner the Boss for Chicago Bill
for any one of the twenty gallant men
who would have come at his call and stood
by him in such a quarrel He turned Into
the narrow pathway There was the well
remembered wooden gate and there
perched upon the gate languidly swinging
his legs backward and forward and peer-
ing down the road In front of him was
Mr John Morgan the very man for whom
Abe been longing from the bottom of
his

was short time for explanations
A few hurried words announced that Boss
returning from his little tour had come
across the rangers riding on their mission
of darkness and overhearing their

had managed by hard running and
knowledge of the country to arrive before
them No time to alarm any one he
explained still panting from his exertions

must stop them ourselves not come for
swag corns for girl Only over our

Bo es And with these few
words the strangely assorted

friends shook hands and looked lovingly
into each eyes while the tramp of
the down to them on the fra
grant breeze of the woods

There were six rangers in all One who
appeared to be the leader rode in front
while the others followed In a body They
flung themselves off their horses when
they were opposite the house and after a
few muttered words from their captain
tethered the animals to a small tree and
walked confidently toward the gate

Boss Morgan and Abe were crouching
down under the shadow of the hedge a
the extreme end of the narrow passage
They were Invisible to the rangers who
evidently reckoned on meeting little re
sistance In this Isolated house As the
first man came forward and half turned
to give some order to his both
the friends recognized the and
heavy mustache of Black Ferguson the
rejected suitor of Miss Carrie Sinclair
Honest Abe made a mental vow that he
at least should never reach the door alive

The rufilian stepped up to the gate and
put his hand upon the latch He started
as a stentorian Stand back came thun-
dering out from among the bushes In
war as in loVe the miner was a man of
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Theres no road this way
another voice with an Infinite sadness
gentleness about it which was character-
istic of its owner when the devil was ram
pant in his soul The ranger recognized It
He remembered the soft languid address
which he had listened to in the billiard
room of the Buckhurst Arms and which
had wound up by the mild orator
his back against the door drawing a der
ringer anti asking to see the sharper who
would dare to force a passage Its
Infernal fool Durton he said
whitefaced friend

Both were wellknown names In the
country round But the rangers were
reckless and desperate men They drew
up to the gate in a body

Clear out of that said their leader In
a grim whisper You cant save the girl
Go off with whole skins while you
the chance

The partners laughed
Then curse you come on

The gate was flung open and the party
fired a straggling volley and made a rush
toward tile graveled walk

The revolvers cracked merrily In the si
lence of the night from the bushes at the
other end It was hard to aim with pre-
cision in the darkness The second man
sprang convulsively into the air and fell
upon his face with his arms extended
writhing horribly in the moonlight The
third was grazed in the leg and stopper
The others stopped out of sympathy too
After all the girl was not for them and
their heart was hardly in the work Their
captain rushed madly on like a
blackguard as he was but was met by a

blow from the butt of Abe Dur
delivered with n fierce energy

which sent him reeling back among his
comrades with the blood streaming from
his shattered jaw and his capacity for
cursing cut short at the very moment
when he needed to draw upon it

Dont go yet said the
darkness

However they had no Intention of going
yet A few minutes must elapse they
knew before Harveys Sluice could bo
upon them There was stilt time to force
the door if they could succeed in master
ing the defenders What Abe had feared
came to pass Black Ferguson knew the
ground as well as he did He run rap-
idly along the hedge and the five crashed
through It where there was some appear
ance of a gap The two friends glanced
at each other Their flank was turned
They stood up like men who knew their
fate and did not fear to meet it

There was a wild medley of dark fig-

ures In the moonlight and a ringing cheer
from wellknown voices The humorists
of Harveys Sluice had found something
even more practical than the joke which
they had come to witness The partners
saw the faces of friends beside them
Shamus Struggles McCoy There was a
desperate rally a sweeping fiery rush a
cloud of smoke with pistol and
fierce oaths ringing out of it
it lifted a single dark shadow flying for
dear life to the shelter of the broken
hedge was the only ranger upon his feet
within the little garden But there was
no sound of triumph among the victors-
a strange hush had come over them and
a murmur as of grief for there lying
across the threshold which he had fought-
so gallantly to defend lay poor Abe the
loyal and simplehearted breathing heav-
ily with a bullet through his lungs

He was carried inside with all the rough
tenderness of the mines There were men
there I think who would have borne his
hurt to have had the love of that white
girlish figure which ment over the blood
rtained bed and whispered so softly and
so tenderly in his ear Her voice seemed
to rouse him He opened his dreamy blue
eyes and looked about him They rested
on her face
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Played out he murmured pardon
Carrie morib and with a faint smile
he sank back the pillow

However Abe failed for once to be as
good as his word His hardy constitu
tion asserted Itself and he shook off
what in a weaker man have
a deadly wound Whether It
balmy air of the woodlands which came
sweeping over a thousand miles of forest
into the sick mans room or whether it
was the little nurse who tended him EQ
gently certain It Is that within two
months we heard that he had realized his
shares in the Conemara and gone from
Harveys Sluice and the little shanty upon
the hill

had the advantage a short time

of a lady Amelia We have
already broken of one fern

bridesmaid she remarks and Carrie
looked charming underlined in the veil
and orange blossoms Such a man he Is

prayerbook And when they asked the
question you could have heard him roar

do at the other end of George
Ills best man was a
derlined so quiet and handsome anti
nice Too gentle to take care of himself
among rough men I am sure I
think It quite possible that In the fullness
of time Miss to hike
upon herself the care friend
Mr Jack Morgan commonly known as
the Boss

A tree Is still pointed out at the
as Fergusons gum tree There

to enter unsavory details Jus
short and in primitive colo

ules and the dwellers in Sluice
were a serious and practical rues

It is still the custom for a select party
to meet on a Saturday on the
snuggery of the Colonial Bar On such

If there be a atranssr or
guest to be entertained the same solemnceremony is always observed
are In jrflence there is a tapping
with a deprecating cough Jim
comes and tells the tale of theApril joke and of what came or it Thergenerally conceded to something

artistic In the way In
breaks off suddenly the doge of hisnarrative by waving his bumper in theair with to and MrsBones God bless em a sentiment inwhich the If he be a prudentman will cordially acquiesce

THE END
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WIZARD OF THE SWORD

Don Arturo Pacheco the Cy

rano of Mexico

A SCHOLAR AND

Considered the Flower of Mexican Chir
AIry Durlnc Reslrno of the Vlccroyt
Ue Was as Beady Wit at He Will Skill-
ful with Sirord Held Tournament ut

anti Defeated Alt Comers His
JJeAth Was Shrouded in

When Cyrano de Bergerac the
rage last winter a good many people
were of the opinion that such a character-
as his was impossible Yet we do not
have to go to France to find one that was
his counterpart In almost every respect
I do not refer to a mere swashbuckler I
mean a man who had a learning culture
and refinement and who was as skillful
with the sword as he was ready of intel
lectThe speaker was William Morancy of
New Orleans who Is making a brief stay
In the city Mr Morancy has been a most
confirmed globe trotter and his
tives of adventure and fund of remlnisence
make him one of the most entertaining of
menYou have perhaps never heard of Don
Arturo Pacheco the dArtagnan or the
Admirable Crichton of Mexico continued
Mr Morancy He existed nevertheless
although his adventures have never been
printed in full and in spite of the factthat his fame has been kept alive mainly
by word of mouth The younger genera
tion Ignores him but It takes an oldtimerto tell about this last of the swashbuck
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Don Arturo was one of the principal
henchmen of Augustin Iturbide He was
his comrade in the camp and in the court
and when his beloved chief was torn from
his throne and hurled into exile the
faithful Don Arturo followed him soon
after refusing to remain In the country
which had been so ungrateful to his friend
and patron

The antecedents of Don Arturo were
excellent His father was Don Eusebio
Pacheco a needy Spanish gentleman of agood Pampeluna family who had arrivedIn Mexico about 1738 in search of a betterment of fortune After a hard struggle
the Spaniard got into the good graces ofthe viceroy and was appointed to a goodpost In the directorate of mines Shortly
afterward he married Dona Elena Valdesa lady of Oaxaca who brought him ample
Influence and affluence The couple hadtwo children a son and a daughter Young
Arturo grew up to be the most brilliantyoung man in Mexico while his sisterLeonor who was that fairest of

Spanish calledthe Lily of Valladolid as Morella thecity of their residence was then named
Handsomo null Talented

Don Arturo seems to have been wellnigh as accomplished as the Admirable
Crichton of Scotland He was tall andsupple his great muscular strength beIng veiled by the beautiful modeling ofhis form A superb complexion withlarge dark blue eyes and curling chestnut hair were among the physical at
tractions which distinguished him In
character he was a subtle melange of
warrior artist and student He was saidto have but one equal at chess few in
love and none in swordplay Great skill
in music horsemanship and horticulture
showed the diversity of his other talents
Upon his fathers side of the house he
inherited the blood of that strange peo
pie the Basques and from the mother
it was hinted that he had more than a
few drops of the blood of the Mayas
that equally weird race of Yucatan

Don Arturos talents and the extravagnat exploits along the line of fighting
lovemaking and drinking which he be
gan to perform as soon as te emerged
frcm college even reached the ears of
the viceroy who requested that the youth
should be presented at court The viceroy
like all others was charmed His van
ity was immensely tickled by the fact
that Arturo had artfully permitted him
to beat him at chess

The young cavalier was speedily made
a captain in the army and was then de
tached on special court service His favor
with the viceroy waxed hugely who show
ered benefits upon him When the old
viceroy went out and a new one came in
Don Arturos favor did not wane but
kept on the increase It Is right here
that the most striking period of his life
begins He was finally appointed to per
form a certain mission to the King of
Spain While abroad he passed through
many brilliant adventures and made the
grand tour of Europe At Milan he post
ed a challenge in all the principal places
agreeing to meet all comers In friendly tor mortal combat with foil rapier saber
or pstol There was no tacIt of adver

Godscreaturesa blondewas

caries
Vanquished All Corners

In spite of Don Arturos reputation
which had preceded him his challenge
might have been regarded as a presump-
tuous boast had he not placed the sum
of 5000 pesos in the trends of a prominent
Milanese noble as a forfeit in case he
did not Justify his challenge TLe goodly
sum attracted swarms of skillful but Im-

pecunious swordsmen from all North
Italy and oven from the neighboring
parts of France and Austria Don Ar-
turo held the lists for the better pert cf-
a week and was victorious in every li
stance He utterly discomfited no less
than nineteen masters of th shining
steel many men or wide reputation be
ing among the number He also demon
strfited his peerless skill in the handling
of firearms and in the management of
horse and lance From Milcn he went
to Florence where he devoted himself
to gambling in terrific style His luck
was tremendous and it Is said that he
beggared no less than a half dozen of
the Florentine gentry

At Rome he appeared in a new role
His command of the principal languages
of Europe Including Arabic Latin Greek
Hebrew and Persian attracted the attenr
tion of the master linguist the great Car
dinal Mezzofantl who introduced him to
all the learned of Rome He also lectured
on archeology history and metaphysics
and held disputations on theology in some
of the colleges His wonderful
his wide learning and his sound catho-
licity proyoked the awe and admiration of

made a great impression upon him The
Holy Father la reported to have
ed Don Arturo to forsake the world for
the priesthood adding such talents
and principles were fit for a cardinalate

L ia trouit Lnvc Affair
At Xaples he devoted himself to love

making and politics At first he was bril
liantly successful but disaster overtook
him in the practice of both these pursuIts
A beautiful young matron of the high no

with whom he had a tender affair
was so indiscreet in her passion for Don
Arturo who was the pink of outward pro-
priety where womans reputation was
concerned that her husband who was a
man of furious temper resolved on von
geence The fair but frail dame was for-
cibly conveyed to a lonely castle of her
husbands situated In Calabria and was
there immured from all human society
seve that of her keeper an old and ruf
fianly servitor of her lord mIght
have appeared a humdrum and respecta-
ble vengeance but for the fact that the
castle which had long been regarded as
scarce habitable for wild beasts was a
veritable deathtrap of pestilence U was
allvateir midst of a frightful jtfarah
whose malarial emanations poisoned all
the air about it for miles The old keeper
Who had dwelt here since Infancy was the
only human who had ever been immune
from It terrors

In a few months time the health and
this beauty of the lady wore forever
ruined Sire bad become loathsome to the
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sight Then It was that the husband
tapped his devilish vengeance by bringing
her back to his palace in Naples

awl mortification of the lady at the
ruin of her beauty broke her heart and
she died shortly alter

When the truth of this story leaked
out chiefly through the grim mutterings
of the noble while in his cups Naples

too hot for the villain and he con-
cluded to clear out for his estates In Sic
ily Just at the time when the story
reached the ears of Don Arturo he was
arrested on the charge of conspiracyagainst the government It was proved

he had more or less mixed up
with a secret revolutionary club andwas forthwith to Afterabout six months of durance friends InSpain succeeded in procuring his pardonAfter being net was to
take Sicily He found his quarryat Palermo A duel ensued At thepass the rapier of Arturo passed

Neapolitans throatMexican had his man ty his famoushigh thrust in tieree
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Iio il trith Honors
Returning to Mexico Don Arturo re

a high court appointment His
distinction was singular considering the
fact that he was not of pure Spanish
birth and this and his former honors
made him hosts of enemies among thoSpanish element who hated and despised
anything and everything connected with
the soil save the gold It yielded Ere long
Don Arturo was sent on a second and
more Important mission to the court ofSpain He returned with a decoration
from the hands of the besotted CharlesIV He had been offered a patent of no
bility and a rich grant of crown lands ifhe would stay In Spain but he refused all
such offers love of his native
land

ate

¬

¬

jc

j0

of
M

a
u

b

t

h

n
r

t
b

In lilt durias the civil war between
the patriots and the royalists Don Arturo went Into atlve military service for

government having wearied of the
luxurious court where his life had been

of a gay gallant of Boccaccios De
cameron In the course of the long anddesperate strife he distinguished himself
still frther and rose to a colonelcy ofdragoons In a short while Hn served un
der the Immediate command of Iturbide
who was then shining star in the cause
of the royalists It Is at this period that

intimacy of Don Arturo with Iturbide
although he had known him be

fore both of them being from the same
city of Morelia

Don Arturo was present at the despe-
rate siege of Cuautla which was so hero

defended for sixtytwo days against
overwhelming forces by the patriot

Upon one occasion during the siege
Don Arturo with ten men at his backfought his way over a weak spot in the
fortifications and penetrated half way
Into the heart of the town The littleparty was then compelled to retreat
and the valiant colonel made his escape
covered with wounds with not a man left

the ten While in the mountains of
being detailed with fifty cav-

alrymen the largest force which could be
spared for the purpose of escorting a
treasure train the party were suddenly
attacked by a guerrilla band of over three
times their number The combat was long
and terrific and the royalists were aboutwiped out

ICocovored the Gold
The fight took place a rocky pass

which wound along the edge of a preci
pice sixty feet deep Foreseeing at thestart that the fight would probably go

him the colonel had the mules
and caused tire wagons withtheir freight of yellow coin to be pushedover the precipice The whole outfit went

thundering down the steep barranca withan awful crash and then the colonel andhis men turned to and fought like demonsEscaping with a few men the colonel
made with headlong speed for the valley
below which was about ten miles away

the only possible route The enemy
dared not follow They had lost twothirds of their men and the valley wasjust on the edge of the royalist country i
The gold was found intact by the coloneland his followers A messenger was sentcamp for of transportation andit finallyarrived safely

Not long afterward Don Arturo wasrequired to go into garrison at the capital with his regiment It was now thatthe star of Iris fortunes began to grow j

dim The colonel was soon destined tomeet with on tdv nture which ruined hisfavor at court It should be stated right
that there had been several changes

In the viceroyalty and the colonel hadparticular hold beyond his military
on the ruler of that day Caljejawas then viceroy and was a cruel lieen

and unjust man He was execrated
the people in general He had apephew Don Esteban Caliejo who was

even worse hated than himself Thisyoung blade who was rich elegant and
handsome was one of the most crafty
and heartless libertines to be found in
the metropolis He was dearly loved by
his uncle wire protected him In his many
deeda of scoundrellsm
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epliev ot the Viceroy
At this time he was In hot pursuit ofa beautiful young noblewoman who hadjust come over from Seville She had

been married on her arrival to a court
functionary The high society of the capl

simply raved over her charms The
wiles of the viceroys nephew were all In
vain however The lady had the virtueof a Roman woman ere the period of de-cay and the gallant who had been thebane of half the husbands of Mexico City
tasted the bitterness of his premier de
feat He swore revenge upon the hug
band who was his only successful rival

It chanced that Don Attune had also
become one of the admirers of the lady
He first saw her in a carriage on the
Paseo one day Her eyes like starlitpcols rested on his for a moment and
he became their slave It is said thatthe lady nearly succumbed to the

Arturo but wifely honor at length
triumphed Like the noble man he wasat heart the colonel bowed with respect
before such rare virtue and withdrew
from the field

One night being out on a serenading
expedition in a lonely part of the city
Don Arturo suddenly came upon a band
of ruffians who were trying to murder asolitary pedestrian The gentleman had
against their five stilettoes only walkIng stick and his scrape bound about his
left arm for a shield Don Arturo cast
down his guitar drew his sword and
leaped like a lion upon the scene As he I

did so he the gentleman
wa the husband of his divinity Nothing
loath the colonel proceeded to run two i

of the ruffians through the heart to din
able a third curd to put the other two to
flight

The lady arid her husband chanted the
praises of Arturo everwhcre The vice-
roys nephew had no trouble In learning
who had spoilt his little game He was
half insane with ire had been toiledin all his former schemes in thisIncluding an attempt at the abduction ofthe beauty failure of this last coupwas a too much
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The nephew was not long Jn getting his
revenue He persuaded the to de-
prive the eolonel of his command upon
some trifling pretext The colonel was
wild at the injustice Ife was refused
audience with the viceroy and was order-
ed to the command of some obscure
fortress in The far north In a fit of rage
he refused to obey orders sad was jailed
for iiMHibordlnaUon The nphw of the
viceroy continued to plot against him
Base and unfounded charges were pre
ferred against him and upon getting out
of prison he was degraded from Iris mili-
tary rank and heavily fined

The colonel swore that turn at re-
venge wbuld came next He hail hardy
emerged from prison when he that
the author of his disgrace was at Vera
Cruz preparing to leave for Europe The
colonel lost no time In setting out for thepart He i to have killed two
horses in getting there on time Ho ar
rired Just an hour ere the vessel was to
set out with his enemy He hurried on
board and came face to face with Don Es

who was strolling up and down the
deck cigar In mouth With a roar like
that of a wild beast Don Arturo
at his enemy and smote him In the face
There was no time to be Jo t In going
ashore and a duel took place then and
there upon the hurricane deck The pro
liminaries were arranged by cer

te
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lain gentlemen amewr the pflMftrfgieg
who voiunwerwl to act as stwMte rt i
one aide r UM other and fray bs n

The dueliste were nearly well mate
Their styles ef swardplay however w re
totally in contrast Tb Spaniard rrfculo
all his play with his wrist Ms arm held
straight before him without any beading
at the elbow He kept himself In a rath-
er crouching position Ills lunges wert
short and quick and his parties exact
without much brilliance er Mope Ills
sword moved forward and backward te

rigidly straight line Den Arturo on
the contrary fought in a bold and flewwy
style which would have seemed to a tyro
to have been Imprudent It was observed
however that just at the moment who
Don Esteban had begun to wear a smite
upon his visage the colonel abruptly
changed his mode of fence affette
ease he glided Into tim very m tho4 em
ployed by Don Euteban and soon prevail
his superiority by making him retreat r-

peatedly
Suddenly the colonel adopted new tac-

tics as If to prove his wonderful versa-
tility A series of eccentric movement
too swift for tire eye of enemy to fol-
low and fathom culminated in a half
circular sweep of his weapon in carte fol-
lowed by two lightninglike feints in
tierce and then like magic the sword of
the Mexican flashed from his right bent
to his left Ere Spaniard count
his blade Don Arturo had run him
through tire lungs Don Esteban died IH

the hospital at Vera Cruz that night
The viceroy made It hot for Don Ar

turo after that He managed to have rtiai
falsely accused before the council of
Inquisition of heresy Don Arturw onlr
escaped from the prison and the tortiir
chamber by fleeing to the mountains
Here he lived in obscurity for savonil
years not judging it prudent to braw

the

a

his

the raise

the

he church

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

t

t

joined ItnruMlc
When the viceroy had been

home and the power of the church began
to wane under tire new regime Don Ar

home Here ha was converted to riimWI-
canism by Iturbide who though holding
a commission in the royalist army ws
already a Liberal In Secret Don Arturo
was now soured on the world and h
cared nothing further for fame and for-
tune Jtnrbd however convlncod him

he owed debt to his native UnJ
and when the revolution broke out ho
went over with Iturbide to the side of tho
patriots

He clung to Iturbide through all his
vicissitudes in Mexico and when iris
friend was matte emperor he accented
with reluctance a high position at court
having preferred to retire o Horalla and
lead the life of a student

When IturfciJe met with dopoaltiwi
and exile a year after reigning Don Ar
turo shortly after left awl want
to live at in Italy He was too
furious with the Mexicans for tneir treat-
ment of Iturbide to stay ionger In his na

Many years after the sad fate of Itur
bide who was shot the Mexicans upon
his rash return from Europe Jn ISSi lion
Arturo concluded to go to his old
home at Morelia Here he the
known remainder of iris life In study
of Aztec and Toltec ruins

His fate is a mystery In the early
thirties he is said to iuwe set out for a
wild and remote part of for the
purpose of exploring the ruins of cer-
tain temples Hostile Indians were ram
pant In that part of tire country at that
period and as Don Arturo with his ser-
vants has never been heard of since t
is reasonable to conclude that last of
the cavaliers fll before a poisoned ar
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AS OTHERS SEE IT

Appreciative Efttiuialo of tire School SIS
tern in Washington

From Amuses Slagailne
With 45000 children In the public schools

of Washington D C there were but f

cases of punishment last year When
you and I were contending against the
advantages of education some twenty or
thirty yearn ago we would have otters
borne this whole burden of offense
the palms of our hands or the calves of our
bare logs in a single t9rm But in those
days boys escaped hanging only by a
miracle and nature as manifest In
mind and body of a child was a devil
to be cast out The children of today
are no better than those of
but the wise men are a little en
lightened A benign and steadfast Provi-
dence directs the destiny of the world
and as one by one its popular efflgiog
crumble and fall its ways of loveliueafl
and its paths of peace appear

The effort to force children into the
hidebound mold of the pedagogue to
make Spencerian copies of thorn all has
ceased in the Capital City at least and
in Its place prevails a method ao simple
wholesome and effective that teachctrand children alike fIrm a joy In theknowledge each day to thorn In

of the unnatural silence of ancient
schoolrooms a constant sound of life andactivity ia heard The children are mov

and turning and stretching anding as nature mem to do antitha teachers instead of attempting tocheck their growth anti preserve an impossible discipline hampers anddwarfs mind and body use even theseevidences of aa lessons Thechildren in the Washington primaryschools know why stretchtell you the names of tire muscles whererelief is felt Their textbook U boundin green and blue and contains innumerable illustrations ofevery conceivable and color
axioms to them fromtire trees They gather a of lessons borders of the walk Thohoneysuckle the hoptoad and windthem as and nuta child of them all can play hockey forthe earth la their school anti bin It are their instructors nocases of In Washington Thii innot because the there are morestudious and sedate than tire ofother times nor h a the swimming holeor the free run of find flk ticircus parade or the dell nt in

day are notconforming to the customs of wendworld in more and moro reeocnlzlng the nature and ofand bringing itself Into harmonywith them it Is forjon becoming more like the kingdom of
ar seeking to instruct the child by the thing
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Tire child Is born says Supt Powellof the schools withas strong an impulse to know sad doas tire to eat to nThey are identical It la alike lifenature to receive and to give It te Anecessary for him to give an to et Urt
we need him to meekhim an altruistic citizen The trueof la by which nothing toforced him by which everything ta

The mind grows by Its own oxarelse as thr and when theconditions of development are underou

the hand and lead thorn Into societyInstead of putting them on n xmtto commit to memory theA we woods

the Zoological Garden I now peaklag of the younger children whoa Interare Uaeeehave been we thornthe of hersWe this cityIn our primary Jn 0rwe school government Who
Who pay himm ch money does K tT Then tho rat

must mind the prinand the board of dueutfan Athe board of odueation mind whomThe appoint by Onesand assappointed by the and the Jfreby the people

Old Amrrlcnu Vc kr

The schooner now lying In theport of Bangor Me sound
American in eoinmluton Shebollt at in UK cud has
war of was privateer and
was also captured once herself but wteretaken ia a vowel oftons and i now wjEagod la the coalingtrade

Might lie Sotiir Hlnakt-
Frn Jw f

Rachel wee much surprised to learn thather new baby brother lord no name How
do you know he to UJL wauimIniuIreU anxlouily

see andjoy

into the present altruistic Ideasand

brought to him

and met are a raof the process lYe Uike children
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