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A3 THORMKY ha1 pnt the
I kit uarter of n tour paelngt-

1 ea r chatr and the
low which opened op-

en th r t At p rhaM the
twentieth look through Jt hi lac bright

thouffc a fretful line drm in about
tie south

Cornell te tote he laid flaiKlng at-

h dock I wwwt tpeak to her though
IT hardly llltely my daughter falls to-

jtrfentMd flit a lady if ts forced in-

to boAne wot linfvr in ptee s of-

De4ncM
Then he mt wn rigidly upright with
i eye fixed upon the outer door of the

Apartment It gray lay and raw
Kith wtots blowing In from the Itt Al
ftoujrh It waa only 4 oclock of a Novem-

ter afternoon the flU of gas and elec-

ric Itfhtu already maJe paths of dim ra
jiance athwart stone and asphalt Within
ie wan daylight neemed to catch a new

joakineM from the flickering gleams of
low flre Fuel In plenty lay ready to-

in hand yet It had not occurred to Maj
rhornley to replenish the grate

H was thin and stooped and old very
Tiuch older than hIs y ars They might
we keen alxty yet his hair wa whiter

aid tkianer th n hU father had ben aa
lay la MB coHiu aged eighty years old

Iln a had to answer for some part of
hat He walked slowly an 1 painfully
rs right arm waa drawn his right hand
knotted and writhen till the lingers could
rap nothing Notwithstanding Maj

rnor ley kept an air of force and author
y Hi aeund hand clasped and unclaap-

itaelf iHaaterfully upon the arm of his
riair Ms ear waa alert for steps on the
drway outside
Tby did not come as quickly as he-

u new they auould Cornelia had llngired-
preaenalbly to pat the hoad of the small

on the first floor That delayed her
rrd progreas and she was not uorry-
ft In spite of being cold and wet and-
y vry tired

igure o contradictions with no-

3th in her face but a certain clastici-
ngineM af motion he went on to her
n door In the dim rays filtering
rough the skylight you saw that she
ui slight but well knit with shadowed
KS and a mouth whoe curves were

hly humorous aiid withal faintly cyn-
I A brave face hers tliat of one who
der cruBhinET weight it down with
laugh Just now thw was no iMlrth In-

it wag too tensely weary A half sigh
uuggled over her lips as s he set tier key

the lock but as door swung Inward-
s called cheerily

How late m I sovernor T know you
v been looking for me at l w t five
uutee
Half un hour you moan Vliv did
iy Maj Tlorney said with a
irtMf accent You must have known

Aould anxious to hear about every
nig Sit down 1 cannot listen while

Hd t so
Vraelio had slipped off damp outer
rment and kntlt in front of the
irinf It to a blnz She waled herself

i It an l turmd her toward her
htr Her fingers were drawn with
i her feet soaked her wet sklrta duns
rssinsiy about her ankles yet she

r id with Just the least hard breath I

u scrryto be so late puppy but
n one do but wait when one goes for
iney and finds the cashier out
They must be very slack in their busi-

ss mothodH Syndicates arr poor things
w vway I um sure It would b evr FO-

nch letter for us If you conflntMl your
it to the mapnzlnes and well my the-

m c papers Maj Thornley said com
inm ly-

Xothinsrwould please me better If only
a wiLL show me how to it about
racHa said with a smile stitchlnfe her
mb ftng ra toward th reddening lire

I r fullers l ad went up
You should certainly know how after
theo years of xiwri ntv he

ut what did McCulloni say to the
i rtc 3w took Mm today I hope he

a pleased with it
I think h will b whn he looks at tut-

r tche Ho had not time to do more
tn Ten ever the titles Cornelia Slid
n for the first time averting her eyes

Rut when JH lh m Jie said Tim
a various lot Really Miss Thornley-
ioUre getting quite a reputation

StMrp interest beamed in the ro-
ars eye Then I hope he laud you bet
r than formerly Of course if jour

i rk attracts attention
Xo just the usual rate Cornelia

in abruptly And I net get
at I expected either One of my
s w crowded outwill not be usod-
r et

Did get to the B slr odice Maybe
y have used Maj TiH rnoy in-

in Interrupted stopping with a
wistful lock Ida daughter found It Jn-

itely hard to bear
Yes I went but there was nothing for

Mr Blake said he diet not know when
little story IK aked for would gat

he said But never mind
t McCullom money wJii anewer

she had opened her purse and now
a thin roll of bills into her fathersd He trok them Bravely unrolled and

e utinijed each one then folded them
T a thinner roll from his inner pocket
mell wade tw rise and leave him but

stopped r with an imperious gcs-
ani said

What was JcCulom3 word daughter
T t you w io

tkMi pappy Cornelia answered sit
T back vbediently In her chair AndE ake told me h went on cheer

that after Christmas it watt likee u a oinetlii b from me al
week

i very strung the old man saidr
A much as good work as you
e do not seem to jjit forwardk prrlujH Cornelia you are too shy

positive to let people know what you
lout
j of course I cant o about pro

ng myself a genius You would notn I know you would not Corot-
ud a faint lush coming to her

Remember when you think how0 ay progre M is that I am almostwn exeept to a few editor rJy to look at what 1 do and say to
xi neighbor Awfully clever thing
of Mta ThoriiUy in this months

IwliM or Jolly story that Thornley
R ha written fur th l t Buh of
n f Such thinr tount They getinto the literary gosMp which makeso many peoples minds for them Yet1 at know but I am rather glad not to

ti u yivea m tttt h dr u il turned
MU It would be better if you wore not

Why a S more I

t with Alice OikhrUt She Knows all
Jal t11 I have heard he I

thm familiarly u hundred
r Ua ot UR decidedly My dear
P t ust me now ght stid t

k wU we will no-

v an hour r-

i tizrv it wa simple
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Cornelia led him on to tell his three ueft-
orios laughing over them au though

they were quite new Then brought

I any his chair saying with a Mjht stroklug of the hair Mind now poppy no
while Im at the clearing away

w ta hear some more Virginia tales
before you go to bed

You shall hear them you must learn
my storieeto tell them I mean he

I i an in earnest about Alice Gilchrlst
he went on You must go there more
and it i quite an accomplishment to know
Juat how a good story should be told

Pappy pappy Dont you know what
dinners here moan Gowns with tails to-
tn m and cabs and diamonds and all that
sort of thing Cornelia pretexted W
eon never afford that not under liveyears When Im a famous person though
what frocks I shall wear I see myself
now In gray velvet the shade grandmoth-
er called ashes of roses with a train
three yards long and lined with pink
and the open neck tilted In with point lace
and pink chiffon Ill have a diamond
crescent for luck and a star for my hair
I would not for the world wear one of
thoce We vulgar sunbursts Now by way
of achieving that splendor you must let
me get my dishes washed I have some
things In my head that must be written
down

What are they the major asked
eagerly Cornolia shook her linger at him
and said as site went through the door

Ill show you in the morning One who
hold the responsible oilice of critic must
not be allowed to shirk his duty

When she came back half an hour after
her slim hands were red and shrivels
through intimate contact with hot suds
Her father eyed them disapprovingly If
only I could do a mans work he

my daughter should have what belongs
to her name fend birth Instead she
drudges end slavea for a helpless burden

And asks nothing bettor Cornelia
said rising and standing behind his chair

Governor how many times must I tell
yoti that you are really anti truly the gov-
ernor which keeps this establishment in
the way of golnson

Caresses were rare between these two
yet now she bent and kissed his foreluad
then wliikked out a puck of cards and
challenged him to a game At half past

i eight he arose wished her a cheery gcod
night and went smilingly away to bd
Cornelia smiled back at hint until the
door shut between theta then Hung her
arms above her head and heaved a sigh

Next minute though she smiled again
a soft whimsical smile If I begin to
take myself seriously I fear I should de-
generate into a professional humorist she
said half aloud as she fetched out pen
and paper It Is quite sad enough to be-
an unprofessional one Lets see what
was the first joke I evolved upon the L
raad this afternoon I sliould not make
Jokes at all except as an amateur but
one must do something between City Hall
place and 150th street Jokemaking pass-
es the time and occasionally puts money
in the purse

Very shortly there were several sparse
ly written sheets upon the table beside
her Then she got up and stretched botharms high above her head The fire wasred and clear yet she could feel that the
ret m had grown colder Outside a sleety
rain beat heavily upon pane and roofXow and again came the whistles of rivercraft hoarse und thin through the sliHering of the gale Cornelia looked abouther room bare and dull though it was

j with a heartwarm sense of gratitude
It is home no mutter how poor shesafd under her breath Then she drew a

Ions inspiration and shivered faintlyLighting a candle she slipped noiselessly
Into her fathers room He was sleeping
peacefully with his sound hand besidehis fa c For a second site stood lookingat him shading the candle with one handSomething rose in her throat Her eyesgrew suddenly dim As softly as n htfalls she crept back to the other roomThere site stopped and gaid to the fireher sole confidant

Dear old governor I wonder If Itwould not break his heart to know thatwhat McCullom said was You are getting quite a reputation as a hack writ

Although Miss Thornley had a fine con-
science for truth thought of that piece ofdisinprenuousness did not keep her awakeIt was not the first time she had changed
the spirit while keeping to the letter in
repeating to her father things from the
outside He was alt in all to her andhope the only medicine for his broken
spirit Once bravest of the brave manly
masterful it touched her to infinite pity
to Infinite tenderness to know how he
clung to her how he built upon this sav-
ing belief In her genius

If only you wore my son he had said
In rebellious bitterness when first trouble
came to them Her heart had echoed the
saying yet she laughed as she answered

That would never never do governor
Who could live up to being the son of the
handsomest man In Virginia I should In
falllbly be forced to marry a million and
aink to the position of my wifes hus-
band

A poor Jest but it had served its turn
The sick man had laughed feebly then
after a little fallen asleep Before his i

waking Cornelia had chosen her career
she would be a free lance of the pen To
one knowing the profession of letters it
would have appeared the most desperate
choice In the strength of ignorance she
fought and won a faint measure of suc-
cess Size must have tailed had site ever
realized when she was beaten It was the j

effaceable stay of the thoroughbred
vhich had carried her through her ten j

years of precarious breadwhrnlny j

They had l en full of surj rt sof
friends unexpectedly raised up In the un
likelUt places of friends sUing away in j

the unllkellest fashion Throughout Cor j

n lia had bten learning the heights and
depth of human nature the touch and
temper f hot time beyond all a tine ind
subtle mastery of what was within her-
self In usufruct there was a book which
had haltingly accepted by a gr
publishing house one of the groates In
th Yet title house had so impressed
Cornelia with the hazard of the undertak-
ing she almost guilty In thinking over
It Her utmost aspiring hope was that it
ihou4 at least pay for Itself Otherwise
the must feel always like a schemer who
dad tempted men of genial impulses Into
i bad Investment 1

Nobody save her father knew of her
ok Nobody would know it for hvra un

l she chose to claim it If John Dt t-

nond waz unknown he could not be et
town as a hack writer neither as a news
jaer ratable at so much the col
uiB Some touch of pride had moved her i

o that decision Now that the last uroofs
ere out of hand she felt that she sad

put the whole thing out of mind and
u to her accus
om J lines

i II An nf vilinHnt cku

After I dont know There is sot
iu h chute for anything until all
hristmcs arid New Year stuff is out of

he way

months later Cornelia and her
atber lit ttnlnt nervously for the post
ian morning ring They lied made ft
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pretense of breakfasting an hour before
though both were too anxious to do more
than prei d Things had gone contrary
with for quite a month Cornelia

j had 1 late and early the winter
ef it had been Impossible to do

mon thar meet current expenses For one
thlnr ih major had been ill Medicine
wiuo and warmth for him had cost a

penny So they were now at hc
very bottom of the common purse

Even the faithful McCullom had now
for three weeks left her out of his sched-
ules Other intermittent sources of In-

come had likewise suddenly dried up
Still she was not without hope TIter
wts the story sent a month back to the

of Innocence Always theretofore
that great publication had returned such

i paper argosies of hers within the week
Delay woe hopeful and If the story

j back as a check It wold be big enough
j to put them beyond any present anxiety

Other checks might come too Some
j liov the morning mall teemed always to

give color to the day If it wore fruitful
or yielded even s o much as a friendly let-
ter the hours were not so weary as whet
in sportsmans parlance It drew blonk
Whatever It brought Maj Thornley had
el way 8 the first look at It

There he has cornel ont ring
Tommy Ashton met him i bringing
up the mall Cornelia cilia from fhe

The major hobbled tt the door
rpon which there came a iwounding
thump and through which Tommy cried
in the raucous glee of 12

Two slim ones and a fat one for Miss
Nelyer reckon that must Ixs from hor
sveetheart-

Cornelias lips parted In a little rhlvery
sigh Site reached for the fat letter and
tossed it aside It was MS but not the
MB and there plain to view in her fa-

thers hand she saw the Imprint of the
Ulufh of Innocenco In the corner of an-
civelope Impulsively she held out her

i hand for it Maj Thornley waved her
lax ay With tremulous clutching fingers

he slowly opened It unfolded and ran his
j eye down the page then sank back in his
flair with a little whimpering sob

Thfty thry wont have your beau-
tiful story The editor writes to say
is sorry and you will get It back by mes-
senger what can we do What
will become of us Must we starve we
who are so ready to work

No we shall not starve Pnppy pappy
Dont cry You break my heart Cornelia
said stooping over him and pressing her
lips to his forehead Do believe In me a
little longer I shall do something Just
what I do not know but something de-
pend on that

We have no money nothing and the
rent coming due How are we to live
the old man moaned Cornelia stroked his
hair Site was very white and her eyes
bijrnHl but her voice was sweet and
i ven as she said

Oh what a tragic pappy Dearest I
shall find a way through I have done itmany times before Now let me makeyou comfortable then I must go away
When I come buck I give you my worl
our affairs shall wear a more satisfactory
complexion

Dut how will you do It the old man
persisted Cornelia drew a hard breath
then said still In that even voice Gov-
ernor I dont just know how but I do
know that I shall do It

Some little time after she sat tremu
facing Maj Filer head of the pub

lishing firm John Desmonds book had
been out two months but a certain shy
pride had held the writer of it from making a sing e Inquiry as to Its progress Ithad given her a turn in fact the seeing
of posters at the L stations But to her
mind that argued nothing everything had
Its poster nowadays Still site was glad
of the sight By this time it must be
somewhat shownwhether or not the thing
had any vitality and that was nil Important to her who had come intent upon
asking Fyfer Co to buy It outright

If they will give me a hundred dollarsshe was saying to herself as she answered Maj Fyfers Inquiry for her fatherBut no that sounds extortionate maybe I had better say fifty we could barelysqueeze through on fifty but oh if only Iwas not forced to ask
You are Just in time Miss ThornleyWe were on the point of sending up toyou several letters which came In thtemorning for John Desmond Maj

said with a genial smile
They must be from very good peoplewho have found A Rope of Sand wickedI did not see the wickedness Did youMaj Fyfer Cornelia said lightlythough her breath came short
No I did not find It wicked but readers may be different We have sold twoeditions of t and have a third of 5000 Inpress Maj Fyfer returned withling eyes I want to congratulate youheartily upon your success which Is Imay tell you the success of the seasonFor a full minute Cornelia could notspeak Things danced before her in themaddest whirl Maj Fyfer looked at herkeenlypo keenly he could not help hutnote the faded decency of her gentlewomans figure he read there astory of poverty trim and well brushedbut poverty none the less He lookedsarefully p er her head and said offhandedly
Sorry the ajor has been ill sickness

vinxicive JI you
iced any money Mlts Thornley we shallje happy to advance

Oh might I have a hundred dollarsJght now Cornelia said and for theIrst time that day her eyes were
Five hundred If you want It Majyfer returned smiling We must treatou beautifully you know or you will be

The rest was like a dream to her untilhe T purseulging with notes and gold pieces Thent occurred to her tp break the seals ofhe three letters she had found in waltng When size had reed them she hadnuch ado to keep rom her old tomboysrick of whistling aloud But she did rerain and when the train had got portly
ip town she left n and betook herself
he ofliees of McCuHomMcCuilom who
lad helped her around so many hard cor

thr

pre

D

S in

lot

out

ty

sIt

ecam

r

dow

lieI

Daughter

1s

isly

Fyi cr

twin ll

a great too

mist

ing off and aaking the fortune of urvals

was safe upon the train her

to

irs

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

she had defined McCullom to herfather as an etheric vibration in a busi-
ness suit He had a compelling Jaw ahaycolored mustache and blue ey s askindly as they were keen Neither mortalnor mugwump had ever seen him com-
pletely quiescent It was popularly be

Indeed that he slept with one earopen to hear the faintest murmur of an
editor and the other yet more keenly

to catch the name of the newestliterary idol
Come In Miss Thornley Began to

think you were deadthai you had
drowned yoaraelf In sheer envy because
you are not John Ddsmond he called
looking up from a bunch of clippings
over width he was poring Lord but
that fellow usa got there with both feet
Who Is he anyway English Ill bet
fourpcnce on that We dont have his sort
this side the herring pond

Between every word he h d been ap-
parently reading a paragraph Now he

tile clippings to Cornelia saying
with the kindest accent Why dont you
Americans give us something a little ap
HMvfllntf that ftlluW if ijy you

to

Once

ted

ttent

ssed

¬

¬

¬

¬

y Ud make your everlastingfortune mine too
Not if

offered him Cornelia with

back at least a foot crying
know

vniic u yonii getme an Interview before the rest can findhim out you shall have a years engagemeat right straight through
Thank you for nothing I am above

purse In his face emitically
If that was my wifes Id Fay Sarahe retorted but you It mustbe money unless It la
The terms are interchangeable accordto McCullom Cornelia said thrustng a letter in his eyes They gave methat Just now at Fyfers sho went onIt is addressed to John Desmond butthey appeared to think I had a right itFor the first time within recorded knowl-

edge McCullom was speecMesw a full half
minute yet ho caught both Cornelias
lands and wrung them hard and heartily then as his voce back he shout
ed to his stenographer Miss Bliss J
say Miss Bliss Take this letter to out
subscribers and see that it goes at once

Dear Sir I am bappy to annoaaee on behalf ot
the Literary Pros that there will appear In It
regular service at the earliest possible x
start itories bj JUmp Desmord the famous new
atc lit

Oh thank you Cornelia said with her
test courtesy Excuse the interruption
hut you nave only five of my stores In
hand However I can send you another
one that was not good enough fur the
Flush of Innocence if you will take it

Take It Ill take whatever youll let
me have So will those Blush idiots
when they find out who you MoGul
1cm said with an elevation of his thin
flexible nostrils Cornelia laughed softly

Maybe you are right she said At
any rate Qulller himself Qalller was
the Blushs chief editor has written to
John Desmond praising the strength del-
icacy and originality of his work It
deep Inner and spiritual significance and
asking to be favored with contributions
pf whatever sort and size It may please
John Desmond to send Of course I cant
let him have back the thing he has just
returned but low if I exchanged with
ycu for th story or njJne you care least
about

McCullof o her a reproachful loot
As if Int know that alt your

stories n tipcrlatlve nW he said
No no MM Thornley nnnot get

buck a lln Iroci us Tho u may wait
until you chooee to writ smuthing es-

pecially for jt but I h 3 ou wont do
It I want to control your work exclusive

Cornelia shook her head Her
this time was an obstinate one McCullom
whistled two notes of a popular air each
decidedly out of key then burst out Of
course well pay what those stories are
worth You dont doubht that I hope

You will pay the exact rule they were
worth when I brought theta to you Cor-

nelia said Using to go then over her
shoulder as site went through the door

I am not so young a I might be still I
think I shall live long enough to get out
of you full value for the bubble reputa-
tion

McCullom looked after her whistling
more crankily than ever He had put on
his hat to so out Suddenly he lifted It
and said to the man at the next desk

Confound it Weve been employing
genius unawares and now she Is showing
me that those impossible hightoned peo-
ple she Is BO fond of putting in her stories
are not impossible after alt Come to
think of It that letter had best go aa a
dispatch and add that the authors name
i Mi63 Cornelia Vance Thornley Be
sure to say too subscribers must pub-
lish It In big type In next Sundays pn

It is a piece of news worth printing
a clear literary scoop on the literary pa-

pers themselves

McCullom spoke of knowledge without
foresight He overlooked presence of-
a slim alert young fellow carefully but
not foppishly dressed He had come up in
the elevator Miss Thornley and
might even have preceded her Into MeCu-
Iloms presence but that something in her
face had made him do what ho seldom
did put himself aside for a woman neith-
er young nor beautiful While she talked
ho stood In vacuous quiet then a she
went away he hurried after her But he
missed the car that took her down and
when he reached the street level she was
out of sight

Ive lost her but I wont lose my story
Ill go and call on Mrs Gilchrlst Maybe
she has heard of her he said

Twenty minutes later he was threading
his way through the scented Intricacies
of Mrs Gilchrlsts morning room A wood
fire snapped and sparkled In the prate
There was a great bowl of roses upon the
Inlaid table at one side and everyivfyere
the fire shine Hashed back from bronze
and gilding and polished wood Mrs 01J
christ was the despair of giftmakers
Already site had so near everything it was
a matter of six months thought to find
anything she could accept with a decent
show of civility

What is It you want now Charllcf
she called to her visitor Wretched boy
you know you never do come near me ex-
cept when you want something

I know It I have come to balance accounts by telling you something you are
wild to know said bowing
over her hand ghe was tall very blonde
with a classic face and a figure full ofrichly gracious curves She sat In a hlijh
carved chair beside an open desk Thetop of it was strewn with unsealed notesin dainty envelopes A Turkish cigarette
half consumed and still smoking layamong them

Have one You are never decently en
tertaining except when you smoke he
said extending a full cigarette case toher caller These are nice she went on

but If you want something stronger you
will find cheroots on the library table my
husbands of course they are but hewont miss one If you are careful to shutthe box right

Thank you this does excellently1tflll T

must tell it John Desmond author of A I
Rope of Sand Is one Miss Doyou happen to know anything about tier

What Oh you are Joking or som
body has imposed on you dreadfully

Thornley Why I know
thing about her and it is utterly Impos-
sible she can have written that book
WhV T

UJ
ling as I do most things

But she did write UI cant be ms sakenso tell me all you know Hope
here are at least three columns of it Y

harller returned Mrs Gilchrlst
breath then shook her heed at him
a pretended frown a

So thats what brought you she said
I believe you are romancing But this c-

a part of Cornelia Thornleya story Sheg o
southern Virginia but we finished to s
ether at Mine Campans Maj Thorn r-

ey was a rich railroad man then No I
ihe was not a for all she an c

The Thornleys were called th n t
family In VIrirlnla hut sh r

p

COUitIttei

you paid us the same rate youhave
saiddancing eyes 3IeCuhom who had risenand widkej the rooms length sprang

How do you You musthim Say Miss

bribes Now I no need of themCornelia said merrily shaking her full
eyed It
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was different thin and slight with tint
coloring of a faded rose Then had u
sort of measuring look most men found
it hard to face If they began talking sen-
timent Her grandmother brought her
up It was not until his mother died thatMaj Thornley came to New York and
began hits Wall street career He had a
year of dazzling success there then at
the supreme minute he wan stricken
down In a week ha wa beggared The
newspapers wilt tell you all about that
Cornelia nursed him back to life Then
the two of them Insisted upon giving up
all they hud to pay dpllar for dollar of
debts The creditors ought to have given
him back at least a few thousand but
nobody thought of It In time Perhaps
they did not know that all
had left wv a couple of hundred

It simply struck me dumb when Cor
PMft eald meant to llv by writing 1
was they would he starving In less
than six month To think she should bf
fnmoual Are you sure Chanter 1

110 Dant deceive me It might
put me in a dreadful position

Charller tojd tier wlwt he knew
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pndl had been flying throughout the re
cital Already he felt sure of his three

Sunday story And he would
nwiKe th Bugle play roundly for It Come
o think of it hq remembered having seen
n the office this woman whose step

was so young and whose eyes were so old
something more of detail he must haveIt would not do to trust too far to Imagi-
nation however facile Looking up atMrs Gilcbrlst he said

Of course you have been her friend
straight through How sorry I arn I have
not been lucky enough to meet her here

Oh yes she comes here but not when
here are people My dear boy she has

not had a decent frock in ten years Of
course you dont want frights In your
Irawlngroom not unless they happen to
be heathen gods or Chinese Images orgeniuses Mrs Gilcljrlst said She prided
herself upon her frankness albeit It was a
somewhat Intermittent quality That iawhy I must be certain she went on As
you see Im sending out cards for a
luncheon Since you gave me your word
for this I shall write upon them all To
meet John Demond The other women
will be wild but they ought to know by
this time that It Is my privilege to have
all sorts of celebrities before they do

You wilt let me come too Charlier
said In his most pleading accent Mrs

shook her head Impossible
xhe said There should never be men Inany company unless there are enough to-
jo round

It Is simply beyond belief the major
said folding and unfolding a hundred
dollar bill Our hard time over littlegirl To think you have a genius like
the genii of the lamp In that head of-
yous

You are Aladdin and shall summon It
at will Remember though geniuses of
nil sorts must work said Cornelia taleing tip her pen as there came a knock atthe door a light wellbred rap that made
her spring to her feet and say

There Is Alice Gilchrlst pappy Not a
word to her

You dear obliging creature to blossom
out as a celebrity In Lent Just as we were
dying for something new to talk about
Mrs said breathlessly holding
Cornelia at arms length and looking hercritically over No I am not going tocongratulate you she ran on AH my
felicitations are for the major DearMajor Thcrnley can you sleep of nights
for pride In this girl this naughty girl
w ho must not be allowed longer to hideher light under a bushel

I am no more proud of her now than Iwas on the day she was born MajorThornley said You forget that she Isher mothers daughter
And her fathers too Mrs Gilchrlstsaid suavely Major I know a drivewill help you My carriage id at the doorDo let it take you for a spin over theboulevard

The major went asking himself Whatdid Alice want that she sends me put ofthe way
Cornelia had known Intuitively

had a passion for particularly
fine new ones In her own mind she hadoften debated tho point whether or notMrs Gilchrlst would not pay liberally to
make a collection of them as ahe col
lected other curios The puzzling thing
waa how Alice had thus early found out
the Identity of John Desmond Though
she herself did not care to remain un
known she had rot meant to reveal her-
self ahead of McCulloms announcement

There Is no need for me to say I ampleased ycu know It without Mrs G-
lchrlst ran on But do dear Cornelia tell
me all about It how you wrote the book-
end why and all that Charlier of the
Bugle is simply wild over 1L I hail told
him something of your life and he said
that explained so much In the oook that
you were like champagne frappe this
colorless life of yours had driven In your
soul emotions and aspirations until they
were all concentrated In that book like
the soul of the wine

Thank him for nothing That Is the
tritest most well worn simile Cornelia
said with a laugh Truly Alice you
have been dreadfully Imposed on Im
not famous All there la to It Is that A-
Itope of Sand has sold rather welt and
because readers like It oUter publishers
want my work

And that Is what being famous means
you precious humbug Mrs Gllchrlst
retorted And you are coming to lunch
with me and meet the very cream of my
set a week front Saturday You must
The cards went the very minute I knew
I shall go enjoy introducing you Every
woman of them has read your book

Cornelia laughed softly Then she shook
her head

I am awfully sorry Alice she said
but your Invitation is not in time

Oh if you have an engagement break
it Mrs GHchrist said imperiously I
simply cant do without you Remember
I told you the people had been asked to
meet you

You will have to do without me not-
withstanding Cornelia said goodhut-
noredly Let ue be honest Alice wo
always have been that I have no en-

gagement of any sort but your Invitation
Is too ate by Just ten years Oh I know
I could not have accepted It then but you
might have trusted to my discretion not
to make you ashamed While I hope we
halt often see each other it must be in
the old informal way

You dont mean that you Intend to cut
the whole world do you
asked her cheeks very hot Unless you
ilo give me leave to tell you other people
would treated you the same aa I
have done only worse

Very likely Cornelia said but you
jec Alice I dont know it no can givo-
royself the benefit of the doubt without
intirfly my selfrespect

When by help of McCullom and CharlJer
times repeated Cornelia had baen-

ilx months a rising literary star
nkling of the fact trickled into the
f her fathers sometime friends and

Inanclal associates They were In large
art Southern like himself EO rustled with
alld gratification saying one to another
hat blood would tell They had from
he beginning known the major for a
horoughbred really it was not so a ton
shlng that girl of his had done eo well
roo had that she had had so much of an
iphlll fight And one of Cheat would have
ieen glad to help If only she had let It be j

mown help needed Pity too
old place Thornhlll

Maj Thornley and his daughter were
hortly asked to dine at the Swelldorf a
ruests of admiring and representative
loutherntrg domiciled In New York Tftc-
najor was for declining but Cornelia Jn-

Isted upon going Rite was very busy
ery happy now Something of youth
ia i crept into her eyes She had fresh
tyllsh frocks too though still the
elvet and the diamond star were at least
t year beyond reach
In good fortune or ill ihe was alike
raclously brave A bank account obKgu-
me not to put on frills dont you think
o governor she had cab upon tne-
nernorabte day when the major had gone
n state to make first deposit The
hange had wrought no separateness In
he two He knew all her plans and pur
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Inspected her though he allowed
her the first reading of something like
half of them

Ji you were not known as the occasion
of it this dinner would unsettle the
street Charller whispered to Cornelia
as the feast drew toward a aloes Maybe
you dont know It he went on but
there are thirty mlllona at least around
this table and three thousand OK It not
counting the wine Worse still the bull
lion Is here cheek by Jowl with the lamb
like bear

Hush Cornelia said Imperatively
You chatter o I have taste of

at least four years in my wine Besides i
want to listen to that redfaced man over
there He as though he had some
thing on mindsomething that must
be toldthi ugh j would rUttier not tell

Chanter laughed So you dontreally know Itr he murmured
did not heed She absorbed in eonthe r Jfac J man jle
struggled ta hU feet and stood at herpawing the with one

he
I ed and gentlemen Maj Thurnley

letters

lit
looks
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was
had

airltmtd while ether clutcheda post
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Miss Thornley ha began e teemv
friends I jhould say we are we are me-
ta admire the tribute of genius to pa
tribute to admiring genius I mean to
to Maj Thornley we are all proud of TO-
as as your daughters father and am-
a fellow Southerner Vo know your ca-
reer we honor you sir we we wish to
to express tetter titan Ju words our grea
admiration to Southern genius with
deep hoer toward Cornelia who was star
ing openmouthed so we have er or de-
cided to give to er er ask I mean t
deed to Thornhlll your old home

Three cheers Charller cried spring
lag to his feet The rest looked a trill
blank Cornelias cheeks were flaming
She looked across at her father proudly
with no apprehension He too had rlsei
and stood with difficulty but wlthou
tremor facing the company

Friends all true friends I thank yoi
In my daughters name and mine h
said thank you more than words cat
convey though what you ask Is ImpossI
blc But we wilt meet you half way My
child la working striving to buy bad

Thornhlira little hard breath over
name So we will take U joyfully no
as a gift but as something for which w
may pay you leisurely and in our owi
good time Cheers broke out sponta-
neously here Half the women were sot

Charller felt his own eyes grow
moist ah ha looked at Cornelias face
white but illumined under a rain of hap-
py tears

The next TTS i happy people sat-
In a south bouai as it steamed and
panted across tv ofiiey meadows They
hell es otj r taud under cover of
the r s n ooked sedulously out
of t iwimt for ft least a halt hour
Thn jstJJ vlth a happy long
breath iiwijihlil To think of seeing U
again

An seeing il our own thank God
th man said reverently Daughter I
havo a confession to moke before we reach
our home In the dark time I tried to be-
lieve Ir you but I coukl not always You
won your way so slowly I could not help
but lose faith Can you pardon me dear
daughter It seems now to have been
such cowardly treachery to the bravest
comrade a man ever had

There Is nothing to forgive governor
Cornelia said with a laugh a laugh that
waa very close to tears Contrariwise
your confession relieves me mlghtly I
have felt so over having to deceive you
Yes I did deceive you for In those days
I tiLl not much believe In myself

So you won carrying double weight
Maj Thornley said patting her fingers
Cornelia smiled a soft dewy smile The
train swept on swift and sure bearing
them ever nearer to the home of their
love

HIS UNCLES WILL

BY SARAH BIUUUONT KaVSEDT

The funeral was over the will hail been
read and John Gibson came out of tho
close room Into the rcsuscented garden
His handsome face was flushed mind his
eyes bright with a flame that had In It a
gint of anger He stood a moment by the
fountain and let gaze wander over the
surrounding gardens Everything told of
taste and careful attention The house
on the terrace though not very large was
modern in construction and appointments
The young man ground his teeth

Mine my home hut on what a condi-
tion My uncle might as well have ticket-
ed mo fir sale at once as to put that
clause in will My home place i give
and bequeath to my nephew John Gibson
on condition that within throe monthfl he
marries his second cousin my ward Har-
riett Brown I remembr Harriet as 1
child of elshtlongUmbed frecUIe1 faced
gumchewing in fact a hoyden with big
dark eyes A fine wife for a fellow like
me why Id sooner marry n a But
a suitable comparison failed him and he
bit revengefully at the end of his cigar

The weeks went by and he was still
living at the old place which had always
been his home for Ms uncle had raised
him But he was restless with a feeling
almost of wrong doing for the home was
his only oh that stern condition the tlllfns-

of which lout none of Us repugnance It
was ten years pince he had seen his cous-

in und Re hoped It would be as again
before they mot But one mornlnc the
post brought him a letter tram Harriets
stepmother saying they would be Jn town
for shopping purposes on a certain day
and hoping it would be convenient for
him to receive them for a short visit
John was more horrified than he cared to
confess even to himself Ho was not sur-

prised at the older woman whom he had
long disliked and who would be glad
he believed to bs rid of her stepdaugh-
ter but that the girl who knew the con-

dition of that will should be willing to
thrust herself thus upon his notice seem-

ed monstrous An Intense dislike of her
took possession of him a marriage with
her now wculd be doubly Impossible ami-

he resolved to so inform the executors of
his uncles will as soon as the stated time
had expired But In the mean time some-
thing must be done about his aunts let-

ter so he her politely that his
house would be at her disposal but that
he himself was called away to a distant
city on Important business and the morn-
Ing of the day set for tInt arrival of the
ladles ho hatily packed a valise and
fled It not until he stood at the rail-
way ticket office that he determined on
his destination His school chum Pick
Madders lived on plantation just thla
vide of the city He had long been prom
iiing Dick a visit now the time to
pay it eo to 7 ek he went On the porch
that afternoon he sat anti talked with
his friend taking now and then a long
breath like a man who had run a race
and reached his goal safely

Just as the dusk began to fall there
was a clatter of hoofs on the driveway
and a little cavalcade wept up to the
steps Four girls and a young man drew
rein and began to dismount Two of the
gins took their turn decorously at the
hOrebJock the third one was lifted down
by her escort but Ute fourth with the
skill of a practiced horeewoman eprang
unaided to the ground and tossed her br-
lle to a waiting servant Dick who had
tiantened down the steps returned with
he handsomest of the quartet a tall
lackeyed girl with a superb figure
John knew at a glance who hail k-

Uckle heart in present keeping He
an the group came to the porch

Here Hla here Bess said Dick
This la my old friend Jack Gibson of
hom you have heard me speak And

the two blonde girls In the group earn
forward with the air of nnd
welcomed their brotherp friend

Miss Brown let me present Mr Gib
ion and the tall girl beet her queenly

Ml Brown again Mr Glbeon-
ind the lithe straight elrl had lap
dxfrom her horse nodded earelogely mad

Into house
You could not have come at a r

lime Dick confided to him later on
The girls have these friends for a

old man cant look
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tie one a bit and leave me a chance with
the dark goddess

Oh I suppose so yawned Jean Are
they sisters

No kin happened to have
same name Isnt that tall simply
great

Rather flratcfaaa answered John in
differently for Just now he nothing
about any The next day however
remembering his promise he began to
try to make himself agreeable to the
younger Brown whom her corapun

called Cricket Bin rohow bU
efforts were unavailing the girt

withdrew from him and It oaly
under Dicks lmponuritle that fee con-
tinued hU attention the soWty
of hla repulse made study th girl
closely and the morn a6 studied her the
more interentrl he became She was not
beautiful llko her tall friend but she had
a face that sparkled and a that ran
all to dimples only did not smile at
him very often She BO bUlbs and
cheery that it wajj to r ho-

he won her odd nickname A week wcni-
by and what he had undertaken a ft
kindness to hU host twcatne the most

just the
one

eared

Miss

decided-
ly wag

Then
him

smile
she

was
quite

¬

¬
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absorbing Interest of his life jfe hail 4never sued o earnestly for any woma s
favor never returned so persistently af-
ter each retails About the middle f
the second week he sent through his

to his stepaunt teiHn Ma
would be Indefinitely prolonged but thatshe must continue to make use ef his
house as It pleased her He was xttilt
resolved that when the end of monthcame he would turn place
the trustees ff oUW not a h Wthe could not offer tc his merry tease thisodd mixture of coldness and sunny sm
He began to dream dreams of a life

h
Castkw ln wlllcl was alway

lUalr l fbeside her Jn the afternoon and toVk thnext to liars on the moonlit vinodiu
t

of SXthing she touched or usedhim a new individuality

gaze
h asked drawing Michair toward her

Oh nothing
You looked at me as though you doubted my Identity
II was just noticing thethe shape ofyour nose she said with merry evasionBut from that day she was kinder to hlmravoiding Mm ies3 smiling at him moreio that hla hopes rose He began to lthU eyes toll the story of heart Thusit was that the whole month went by andbut one week between him andthe resignation of his old home Butthought brought hint now no poignant currow He would have counted th whole

world well lost if no he could have thosesoft to watch for his coming and goIng the rest of his life
One evening on starlit porch htold the story of Ills orphaned ohll Jho l

his uncles care Of hint of the will andits bitter condition
And what are you going to do aboutIt she asked out of the shadow Into

which she hail tipped her chair
Can you ask that he answered witha tender accent on the pronoun I would

not marry Harriet Brown though sitebrought me the mines of Golcondn Thewoman l wed must be something very J
different i

Here Best Is Madders them
with som hoapltablo attention ud th
conversation was not resumed The next
morning John reckoned up his time Only
two days were left to him before meetlmc
tho executors Just time enough to reach
home and move out of the old Un-
dressed himself with unusual ears that
morning and went down stairs two
nt a time The night train would carry
him away but ho meant first to know
what that little witch with dork oyoy
meant to do with his heart Bjn flue WUJL
not at the breakfast table anti It WAS not
until the middle of the morning that
drtssed for traveling she came Into
parlor where he was tramping to and fro t

isllI have waited an eternity I have so
much to say to you he cried he to k
her honda forcibly Jn his I love you
and I am going away tonight

I too am going away she answered
qiietly

To your homo
Site shook her head Xo I

homo for I have junrrele wjth my jgjti
remaining guardian

Then where
I am going to Join the army of the

worlds winners as a teacher
she said slmillng at his astonishment

You would never toll me anything
atout yourself but will you not now give
me the right to know everything for I

you to marry me
fFor one moment the color dvod her t

cheek to the hue of a budding ro u and
soft eyes were full of a wonderful

light Then she turned away
It cannot be There Is an Jniurrnount

able obstacle chit said coldly
In vain he for an explanation

for a different answer She wai firm but
very pale

The trap will be ready to take you o
the station In ton minutes Ml Brown
Dick called out antI perplexed and miser-
able John watched the preparations for
hor departure At the train he got ho
chance to speak with her for Pick and
B 33 lingered in the oar In despair he
went out on platform The
sounded the others a rush for UK-

dcor and he leaned quickly In at the op n
window

I love you so entirely There Is nothing
I would not do to break down the barrier
you say Is between us Will you not tell
me what It Urs

The train wan beginning to move Yes v
she saiJ with a certain swdnwa In her
voice I will tell you nowI am HarrUt
Brown

He could not keep pace with movlnc
train but he caught the rail of the rear
platform and sprang aboard Jn tint sit
beside her he compelled her to took at
him anti he knew then that the soft
would Indeed watch for his going and
coming the rest of hla life Thun with hr
hand Jn his she told her story

She too had resented condition of
the will anti by refusing to accompany
her stflpmother to his had brought
upon herself o much that ahe
had quitted her homo to make her own
way In the world going to liar former
school friend until should lied an op4-

enlng Ills coming had been a great an
noyance to her but the Madders had kep
her secret and she thought to go away
undiscovered butbut John knew
rest

The return train which they ra t an hour
later carried them boCk to friends
and the next morning Mr and Mrs Jolla
Glbaon took the express for home arrlw-
ing In time to attend the meotiriff of the
executors and assure those worthies that
the condition of their uncles wilt had bom
fulfilled
OpyrtiW 1W flatly Story Publtahta O pJ r

Pro th nuts Triton irt
Cyrus Barker remove your arm

For In an apparently carlfc manner hf
had placed it upon the back of her chair j

Sun by the tones of her voice rui
than by tier words the young man tliMtaNl
deeply

U tlfet the greeting you glvt me A-

KeHne Ashcvift you who u hvB-
O sorry when I went away to wwr
who wept upon my neck and d d yo
would never Htivu a moments p4 tf r-

lapplnettA until I returned tafeiy
Bain who me a photograph wlOoh-
havft to my fcer front tM4

lay to this h exetaini d Do yo i
how aid you vroWkl W tm

o me though thousand mites of KKMI-
Inight 4w n tw-

O ya 1 remember sit that
Have forgotten v y Mild at

you UB-

I think I did mak omo syeh r mark
I think you did Have yon forgotten

iew think of you In cum
ir on the battleAcid when the Imitate of-

he enemy flying t l k sad fs c-

round thought
rer praying for me use ta t at
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You think do Hal And wien I
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Now you mention U I botWr I
didYou have changed thou b wM-
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You have changed more than I have
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