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N il olil k brogMusst, -1 am sure itis nothing, and lias | It was old Manucl, the Tndinn, who found | that the villlun might be brought to justice, | trying for weeks to forget something, treiog rd could seo a paic of dark wings
t .t = wod olld man, but be- | poty ing to do with me, the body, sod when be gave the alacm «

o must have
t whan
4 CanG
erwns gind 10 she
itiors distinetly, and when
vy took out & bag and gave
! quantity of gold,

it was 0 ok enough-—he mast have it all.
'lhln,. o do, Onlya
l';- knife ue the old man turnsd
thr house after. bidding him
antd the gold Wik his. Put what was

firawel

r nod farther

uway from hi VEr SOl AWAY

el 14 ; 3 from it. Thesonnd was nlwm« with him.
beon died mwey like wn § . Ugh! There It was again, and Leonard |
J pullad the blankets over his hond,
et i b the Mortiiog eume. But the whirring sound
o " m- | eame with it, Az night it was nearer thun in

somchow i whoio sowpw Wonld | e dayume, but it uever cupsed,

villuge wasin
16 b sped down |
ar him as

Tewas n beautiful day and the sun had |
nenrly reached the zenith, Leonand threw
himsell down on the ground in the shads of o
trida to got & Little sleep that he hing boan de-
prived of in the night, but had sourcely
| elosed bils aye—

' ““Whir—{fiap, flap—whir."

“Ugh.”

“Whir. Flap"—

Leonard felt n oold breese fan his chesk as
he jumped to bis fest, but there was nothing
near him, Ha wis alone,

“Whir, whir.

*L#t me ont of this: I don’t want the gold,”
and Lecnard Nung the bag of yeilow coin oot
of ibe window.

Ovar the hills and mountaing he sped, he
::tuw not where, But the sound was with

m

An nwlul erime had Just been committed at
Ortiz. The wealthy Joan Derea. he whom
overybody liked, had been found dead ot his

great superstitions fenr selzed /il the people

| ‘ua they flocked from the doors of thelr low

nbobe houges (nfo the bot sireats of the
Mexivan vilnge, Where was the murderer,
und who could be be that would Eill such a
good old mun?  And rob him, too, Thar was
the worst of it. And the peopla made up
their minds that no punishment was too se-
vere to be inflicted on the murderer—when
thay found him.

Yes, when they found him.. It looked as if
they never would. There had been no
strancers seen In the villnge, and evérybody
wha lived therw loved the dead man too mue
Lo even hurt & boir of his head, As Tor ald
Mituel, nobody thoughc for hmament of sys-
pecting him,

There waa no  cloe by which they could
work, and the officers who came up from
nnmmns went home ngnin nt the end of a
wiek winry of their useless task,

The oo pades who buried the mnrdersd
man gut iu the desclste graveyasd o siud

h | the blood of Juan

to convines himseif that he had
mitted n great orime,

Again he was in the sirest before his fath-
er's honse, Oh, if the oll man were only
alive, he conld surely prevent the tecribla
sonnd,

Somebody was coming, but Leonard hid in
a shadow until they passed. “Anyhow, they
don’t anow I did it,” he thought.

4Whir, whir—flap, fiap."

This tims it wa= closar than it had been ba-
fore., Surely that was o dark form flving
through the alr,  “I'm not a bit Irightensd,’
the murderer thonght, toombiing o every
| Umt, 'The dark form inthe air deew neares

But he had Hittle hope that e would be

“He has disappoared so complstely the
devil must be protecting him,” said the old |
women' ks they flled out through a broken
space in the erambling wall that did Jduty as
agate, ““Poor old Junn is dead, and he who |
murdered him is esjoying the bloodstained
gold he took from his pockets.™ Is what they
thought as thoy slowly walked home alter the
last snd words had been said, They presed
ths house whera the dead man had lived for
80 maoy yours, and shuddersd when they saw
tho dark spot - on the ground—stained with |
that flowed from the
ghastly knife wound in his baok,

A month pussad, and poorold Juan was al-
most forgotten, His housa wad still unten. | was (st and Turious, “Heep away, fods!
npted. The padre had taken charge of it |yeued Leonard, and he thought he sawa
ard regularly fed the many animal petsthat | dark, wicked form with cloven foot and
Juan bud taken such Interest In. They | spiked tail. Hecoverad his fce with his
seamed to monrn the loss of their mastor mors | hands and screamed in agooy. ‘hh- dnrk
thanthe people to whom he had beenwo good, | form ewme pearer. “Merey, meres!™ he
The murderc way stlll unkuowa

not Com-

and nearer, nnd the inpping whirring :--'..au-\t |

sprend as i to enfold him, He strock oug
with hj_ﬂ h.uul and _tr l.ﬁ[ﬁi wildly, but the

loane, He foit clawe
:--;w.i wings Leating
vil hnd him.

A pain shot through his ayes, everything
grow biack, and it seemed as 1L the fames of
bell were sevthing around bim. Ho cossed
o the ground, and lay still in
moruing the people of Ortie

the air,

Sarely the doy

'

found him lving in the sams spot  whers his
father's dead Lody bnd been discoversd. The
wore nimost eracy with fear. The old

end aml crosed hlmsolf, Is

-‘ ving the body into the howse
thiut el notiesd poor, mardersd

Juan’s [M. I.a'a enggie, that ad o missiog
sinea ba was killed, sltting v & wall nese by,
His feathiers were ‘orn and mgred, and ha
soomad intervsted in what was going oo Bug,
of course, the engle had nothing to do with
tne death of Leonand: at lenst theat s whep

bowled. “Awiul lorms of darkness keep | the padre suld —Chingo Tizgs




