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The Momentum of Prosperity.

Speaking of conditions In the West as
affected by the recent drought, Mint
Director BReoberts Iz gquoted as saying
that “the country ig under such a tre-
mendous momentum of prosperity that
nelther the injury to corn nor the
strikes seem 1o mike any impression
on it There I8 much foree In this sug-
gestion. Mpr. Roberts cleasly recognizes
thut the loss on the corn crop, separate-
1y considered, is a very serious matter,
The individual losers feel it badly, nnd
many localities will receive a hard
bntk-set as g result. But In a broad
national sen=e there are go many other
elements which contribute to the sum
total of the prosperity existing that the
effect of the crop loss 18 greatly mini-
mized, and is almost imperceptible up
to the present time. So of the strikes.
Those engnged in them constituts but
a small fraction of the nation's work-
ing force, and as yct they have not sen-
sibly affected the general situation,

The reason for this is that both the
erop injury and the strikes are regarded
as merely sporadie and temporary in
their nature; It is considered that a
short crop of corn s very likely to be
followed by a [ull or bumper crop, and
that the strikes will probably soon be
sottled. Under some  circumstutces
elther the drought or the strikes would
be a staggering blow at our pational
prosgperity, but just now there are many
counteracting Influepces at work, and
of these there = none that operates
with greater force than the “momen-
tum” of which Mr. Roberts speaks. This
momentum, or onward swing of busi-
ness, is very largely a matter of confi-
dence, and up o a ceriain point, confi-
dence Is o most valusnble adjunet to
husiness,
widespread prosperity without general
and widespread contidence, for ob-
viously no man Is golng to put money
into 4 busginess venture uniess he has
confidence that it will turn out all right.
And this general confldence creates the
momentum. It sets business in motion,

and like a body projected into space, it |
will conticus o move until something |

Bappens to stop . In busiiess the
“something” may consist of a multitudes
of elements, all working to semeée extent
Independently, but at the =mpe time

There can be no generul and |

|

with a distinct bearing upon wneh other, |

Wkhen the revival came In 1597, there
wis a good and substantial basls for it,
and it y=ally ought to have come sponer,
But the American business world was
literally frightened out of its seven
senses by the bogis man raised by the
moneyed Interests, and the prosperity
wave only rolled into this country a
Yeur or more afler it had risen In Eu-
rop= 1t was retarded by an utterly
senseless fright deliberately planned,
created and prolonmed.

The basis being substantinl, the pros-
perity has continudd and a vast amount
of momentum has bein imparted, Buasi-
nes= men have been making ney, and

they are prone to belleve that they will |

continue to do so. They arguoe. s Mr.
Roberts does, that the business Is solld
and healthy. Ther=fore, they go on in-
vesting, producing, coonsumihg, nnd
buying. Even when the market he-
comes surcharged on certain lines, they
reason that it is g mere case of over-
production on those lines, which will
soon regulate jts und this disposition
to expliin away and minimize every
unfavorable symptom gives a certain
maomentum to business which generally
keeps It golng with some vigor for a
time in the foace of conditions which
naturally make for reaction.

The overweening confidence
prevailing e, in purt at least, of o po-
litieal character. Thut is to say, It has
been minufactured by partisan leaders,
conapicoovs among whom may be men-
tionad the probable Republican candi-
date for the Presidency o 1804, the
Hon. M. A. Hanns, These people huve
Industriously sdisseminated the  iden
bt as Jong ax the Republican party
remaing o power times are bound 1o
be good Dusiness may remain. good
for some time. All well wishers of the
country should hope so; but If It should
be so, 1t will not be owing exclusively
to the Eepublican party or It policy
No party can guarantes prosperity in
definnce of general economic conditions,

It Is not nevessary to be pessimistie,
but 1t 12 good business sense to consider
thing= as they are. Momentum cannot
be relled upon permanently to sustain
the business of the country. The crup
loms Is an undeniable check on one line;
‘the strikes are a Iovs on another, and
dhey may easily Involve many lnes.
The clouds are gathering upon the In-
dustrial horizon of Europe, and com-
bined with the depression whkich has
appeared are threats of commerelal
policies which bode us no good. It will
be wise for the business community to
study Industrial conditions, and re-
member thot thers are sconomle fowa
a8 Inexorable as are those which creats
and control the tides of the rea—lans
&8s Independent of Marcus A, Hanna as
the tides were of King Canute.

The Barean's Clond of Wiltnesses.

Asi was to be expected, the request of
Admirul Schley for the list of witnesses
by the mouths of whom the Navigution
Bureau hopes to support the charges of
Bampson, Maclay, and others, has been
referred to Judge Advocate Lemly,
whao s in Canada, and cannot be heard
from for a week. That will make a
useful delay to which Lemly will prob-
ably add if he desires to please his de-
partment masters,

In thig as In all athar matters con-
nicted with the SBampson scandal,
Messrn, Hackeit und Crowninshicld are
trifling with the public In & way they
some time may regrel.  As the prenent
Administration views [t, the Ameriean
prople can be sifely ignured except st

now

election time; but occaslonally they get
thoroughly aroused, and whken they do,
they have a means to make themeelves
felt through thelr members of Congress,
There I8 no sort of question that pa-
tional sentiment resents and condemns
Lang, Hackett, and Crowninshield for
thelr indefensible cotrse and conduct in
encouraging and promoting the move-
ment to deprive Admiral Schley of the
laurels he so worthily won In the sea
battle off Santingo, and to hand them
over to the man behind the horlzen,
Since the Court of Enquiry wis or-
dered, their bins and prejudice have
besn continually on exhibition. The de-
vice to kamper Admiral Schley In the
preparation of his case by withholding
the names of witnesses ngainst him,
axide from being o contemptible plece of
business intrinsically, has: been In vie-
lntlon of estublished rule, precedent,
and practlce In the navy, It s an ex-
cellent (llustration of whiat Secretiry
Long is now popularly believed to have
meant when he promised that the de-
partment would treat the victor of San-
tingo “fairly and impartially.” If the
suppresesion of informaition conecerning
witnesses s typleal of this falrness and
Impartiallty, the country will be all the
more Inclined to demand a rigorous in-
vestigation by Congress of the Navy
Department, and particularly of  the
Navigntion Bureau, next winter. From
present Indlentions jt is probable that
politieal conditlons by that time will
muoke it unsafe for the Administration
to resist sueh a demand,

The Sonth Amerienan Embroglio,

Continental Buropenn papers are
nesdlessly exciting themselves and thelr
readers about  the intention of the

Washington Govermment ultimately to
gend war vessels 1o the two sldes of the
Isthmus of Panama and from those stit-
tlons to watch events onm shore. The
Incompetent management of the Navy
Department has rendered it impossible
to get ships on the ground heretofare,
but they will begin to put in an ap-
pearance gome time next week and
after that will come _glrlngl.ug along at
intervals,

Our forelgn contemporaries are con-
cerned for fear these sinlster prepara-
tions portend a pgrandstand Monroe
Doctrine play, and they are urging their
respective Governments to rush their
fleeln neTo=g to stop the game by over-
awlng the players, German editors see
in the situation & menace to the inter-
ests of thelr countrymen in Venezuela,
and they may have some reason for
such a view., If it happen that Ger-
mans hold concessions to work asphal-
tum depesits in that country, then they
have ample cause for uneasiness, and
might well ask the protection of their
Government; because, should the An-
drade rebellion agninst President Cas-
tro and the Liberal rule at Caracas suc-
ceed, the Asphalt Trust would be cer-
tain to monopelize overy squars foat of
the Bermudez fleld But probably thers
are few if any of the Kalser's subjects
interested in that =ubject, while Ger-
man commercial  Interests  generally
might suffer as a result of civil war.

It is thiz apprehension that Is causing
anxiety In Berlin newspaper affices, ang
there ia ressgon to belieyve that It alsa g
causing the Imperaal Government to
keep on eye on the Washington author-
ftles, On all hands It is recognized that
the Administration will make its ap-
pearance ut the isthmus as the friend
and partisan of Colombin. Eurcpean
Cablnets are not uninformed conecrnlng
the basly of the friendship. Marroguin,
if supported and encouraged to carry
out his plans, perhaps would be able to
crush liberalism in both Colombia and
Veneznela, and, in the latter, to expel
Castro und place the asphaltic Andrede
in power ag dictator. There I no nues-
tion that such &an eventuality would he
pleasing to oor officials; the doubt iy ag
to whether or not they would venture
to tuke aetive mousures o bring it
about. What Europe sces in our atti-
e s gn intention to prevent outside
Interference with the designs of Mirro-
quin and Andrade. 1 permitted and
helped to press forward with them,
these reactionesry would un-
doubtedly plunge the two Republics in
wiir for the next year. I not aided by
the United States, the Colombinn dic-
titor Is Hkely to be in exile und the
Veperzuelan 1ebel in jail befors many
weeks,

As we remarked abave, many of the
Furopean papers are looking for an ar-
rogant and irritating application of the
Monroe Doctrine to the Isthmian situa-
tion,  Something of the kind might hap-
pen were any foreign Governme* Lo en-
courage Castro in hig defence of liberty
and free institutions, or Uribe-Urlbe in

loaders

his efforts 1o restore constitutional gov-
ernméent in Colombia. Ou the other
hand, It i= quite probable that any

power might lend passive or active ald
o Marroguin and Andrsde, without
producing the least sign of displeasure
at Washington., No one of the comm
clnl nations would be apt o take h
a course, It is the common interest of
the civilized Powers to promaote the es-
tablishment of goud order
government in South Ameriea
and Urlbe-Uribe  represent
ments of Intelligence and pire
Veneztiely Colombis, w
drade pnd Marroguin wre exponepls of
personal despotism and loot. It
not seom conceivablie thot men
who are plotting and striving to reduce
the people of hoth Republics to ignor-
ance: and A siate of serfdom under o
madlesal tyranny  =hould have
friend among the patlons whose ships
ure or will be gathering at the isthmus
—af course, for bhusiness reasons, ex-
cepting the United States:

The Uniied States and Canada.

A short tiine agoe The Times com-
mented somewhat d@t Jeagth upon the
slowness of Australin™s growth in pojp-
wlatiom, and offered some suggestions as
to the probable cause, But all things
constderad, the case of Cunnda s much
more pemarkable.  Australln Is In the
antipodes, and far removed from the
great centres of Caucastan population,
Canada abuls the northern baundary of
the ['nited States all the way from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, It Is as sooessi-
bie to immigrants from Europe us ig the
Unlied Stites; in soll and climote a
broad belt of the Dominlon, extending
completsly across the continont, Jiffers
bart Nttle from our own tleér of northern
States, Consldering the ares avalinhle
for settlement and its varied resources,
it would seem that while the United
States was inereasing ts population to
soventy-slx millions, Canmda shopld
have ralsed hers to twenty, But s'e
bas not. Her total population s only a
Hitie more than five millons, while thes
of the American Stuates abreast of the
Canadian frontler 1s more than thurty
millions, :

A# In the case of Australia, the query
naturally presents ltself, Why this tre-
mendous difference? The question is

Eoned
Castro
the  ele-
TSR In
An-
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e
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not so ensily answersd as with refer-
ence to Australin, although many rea-
sons wiil oecur to those who are mens-

urably familiar with the subject. An
[mum--.-r sugpvats itself in the fact that
the grast flood of European immigration
has poursd mainly into the 1'nited
States, only n very small part finding
fts way into Dritish North Ameriea
But this s an answer mercly in form,
for the fallure of Cansde to get o pro-
portlonate share of the immigraticn’ to
America is of the very substance of the
| question to be answered, ’

Probably the climate has had some-
thing to do with it. Naturally, emi-
grants from the warmer couniries of
Europe have ghrunk from the rigor of
the Canndian winter, but this is only
a very wmall part of the explanation.
The climate of Conadi for thres hun-
dred miles north of the American line i8
but little eolder than that of northern
New York, Michignn, Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, and some other Stites, Hesides,
8 goodly portlon of our Immigration has
itself come from Seandinavin and
northern Germany, where the climate
is vold, and to people ralsed there the
Canadian winters would have no ter-
rors. But these emigrants settle In
| the United Stiates rather than in can-
adu,

There ¢an be no  reasonubls doubt
that the difference In political constitu-
tion bag had much to do with the differ-
ence in -powth, Primarily, the eml-
grants from Europe have come in quest
of homes and fortunes, but.other candi-
tlons being equal, they have preferred
taking their chances in a country which
{2 n nation in the broadest sense, and
not a dependency of sone other coun-
try. In short, the American Republic
presented opportunities for the acquir-
ing of homes and fortunes, and it at
the same time offered political freedom
and potentiality in the highest sense.
In the great international affairs of the
world, Canada ls practically unknown,
and the individval Canadian is a polit-
feal monentity., The American Repub-
lic Is now the greatest nation on earth,
and the individunl American citizen 1s
part and parcel of the Government
The destiny of the Republiec was clear
from the first, and the great senti-
mental consideration referred to has
been A most important factor in the
material growth of the country.

And thig should suggest to the Cana-
dlane how greatly thelr interests would
be promoted by a unlon with the United
States. Let the American flag be raised
over the provinces which now constl-
tute the Dominion, and it 1s safe to say
thut the next decade would witness a
quadrupling of immigration inty the
country, and a development of its pat-
ent and latent resources that would fill
the people mnow living there with
amazoment. Many Canadians favor
such a union, while others sSeem to
think that they have everything to gain
by the cultivition of an anti-American
feeling and a dlgplay of effusive loyalty
to Great Britnin. This lutter feeling Is
bath nirrow and unwise. Commercially
there i nothing In common between
Canzidn and Great Britain. The in-
terests of the former sre ossentinlly
American, and, In a general way, iden-
tical with those of the United States,

Custom House Foolishness,

A curious incident occurred at the
New York custom house not long ago.
A ludy returning from Europe had
among her jewels o handsome pearl and
gold necklsee which had been a gift
from bher hushand., She frankly said
that she did not know whether It had
been purchased abroad or in this eoun-
| try, and, of course, she could not swoar

that it had ever pald duty, The conse-
guence was thit the inspector wanted
her Lo pay sixty per eentof the original
cost of the She then nsked
the customs official whether she might
not send the article to Paris and have
tha jewsls dlamounted, that the
stones might come in separately, with
a duty of ten per cent; and he has de-
clded 1o permit this,

The whole business seems rather like

necklace,

things hive happened. Some time ago
# bleyellst went for a tour on the Con-
tinent with a bleyele which was made
by an English firm, but which he had
bought In this country. When he came
buck the New York officials tnx<d him
on the wheel, though he swore that it
had been taken abroad with him. Of
course, in such a cu=¢ It might ensily
prove impossible to get any positive ev-
idenece that an article made abrond was
bought in the Tnited States, und yet
there are sil kinds of chances of com-
plications of this sort.

The number of emugglers is o great
and their cleverness astoni=hing,
and s=muggling, unfortunately, ls so
generally indalged In by who
ought to know better, that the avernge
customs officer I8 a cynic. But he glso
18 or should be a man of discretion, and
absurditics as those recorded
ik=ible,
ler entering New

5O

pe

such
ought to be jmy

At present the tray
Yiork Harbar is first required to make
affldavit that he or she ha= nothing du-
tiahle or that dutlable articles are such
und such in number and value, Then It
is nssumed that the aflidavit Is n pore
jury, and all wearing apparel and other
contente of the trunke are tumbled out
an, In the view of

on & floor not overcls
oificials, porters, lonfers, and other pas.
sengors, o performunce which s far
from being satisfactory to lady paasen-
gery of refined ideas. 1If nothing dutin-
ble is found the ordesl is over, but if
the unhappy traveler chances o pos-
arae gome nrticie of Europenn make, oy
which thers would b o duty had it bokn
purchesed abroad by the present owner,
the process of Inguisition ends In some
such farce as the one montlcoed ibove,
or in the exasperated American p
Ing duty on something which has been
in his posgession for years and was enr
ried by him out of the countiy. The
moral geems to be that one ought to go
to Europe with nothing but American-
made jewelry, bloycles, and other du-
tlable belongings, su as not to have an
extra charge o pay on returning. It
ottght to be poasible to avold that dim
culty, at any rate,

sn Popuinr Education in Art.

The “Pittsburg (Thronoiele® thnt

BlLVH

when “"Uncle Tom’™s Cabin' was in that
: town not long ago two gatrest ohildren
| stopgead before aowindow in which a ple-
!_ ture of the Madonuns aund ehild was dis-
i played, and one sald to the other:
“That's Eilza owmKing her  escape)

Sagne of the Madonnas recently painted
glve some oxeuse for o migiake of this
Kind, for If It were not for the luhel
they could not be distinguished from
any other pleture of a mother and child
In a react'on from the exaggerated su-
perpattrahsm of the earller forme of
art, gome modern palnters have ple-
tured the Madonna without any acces-
sories whatever to ldentify her. The
idea of mctherhood, not necessarily of

& furce, but it Is not the first time such |

|

| e hitit enough to prrodd e

supernnfural  motherbood, dominates
the picture.

Dut this incldent proves how vom-
pletely the imagination of a city child
nowadays i= pogsessed by the theatre
and by shows of all kinds. Most oltys
children get thelr sduestion not from
bouks;, but from the stage, or from the
fidens drilled Into them it schial by dint
of varfous object les=ons, and the stige
miakes the deepor impression.  Mechan-
leal toys replace hooka ng holldny gifis,
and the juvenile fiction which la print-
ls frequently uninstructive. The
congequence of it all is that when &
child is introduced to some new ohject,
he understands and is interested If he
has seen it on the stage, otherwise his
imaginution frequently falls to kindle

It is a question whether this hap-
hizard mental’ teatning 18 of much use
in after life. Compared with the im-
pression produced by books, thot of a
play is fleeting and  ephemernl. The
child goes to see “Little Lord Fauntle-
roy.” and retalng a more or less vivid
Impression of certaln scencs. When he
reads the bobk he re-rexds it, and
comes to be familfar with every word
and scene, If' he can have but one of
the two pleasures, It seems as if It
would be wiser to give him the book.
The price of it ig about the same a8 that
of a seqat ot a matinee, and the pleasure
is far more lasting.

The theatre, as o means of entertain-
ment and education for adults, is val-
urible. Theé mind of & grown person can
absorb all the points of every aotl, and
enjoy at once the acting, the lnes, and
the beauty of the scene. To sée A great
actor's interpretation of Shakespeare is
to got new light on the drama. To see
a company from the Theatre Francalse
in a play by Rostand or Mollere Is an
experience worth having. But a child's
mird Is not sufficlently well stored with
facts, or strong in the grasp of ldeas,
to be educated after this fashion, The
danger of too much theatre-golng for
children is that the imagination ig fed
rather than stimulated. It is precisely
the same danger which exists in a nur-
sery full of mechanical toys. 1f the
child is to develop any originality and
power of contrivance, it must be given
appliances with which to make things,
not be provided with them ready made,
The boy who has a fret-saw and a box
of tools is likely to be cleverer, at the
end of five years, than the one who is
supplied with toy steam engines and
other ingentous and expensive mechan-
ical toys. Children who have books and
the dramatic Instinct will be found
muking their own plays, and a semi-oc-
ecaslonal attendance at the theatre will
stimulate them (o further exercise of
the imagination, But If they are al-
lowed to go as often as they choose they
will, afier the human fashkion, rest con-
tent with being amused, and not try W
amuse themselvea,

ed

It may be taken for granted that un-
lesa Admiml Howison shall deny the
langange and views atiributed to him in
the “Boston Hecond” interview in the
most explivit munner, Admiral Schiey’'s
counsel will object 1o his sitlting ns a
member of the Court of Enquiry. Should
he equivocate, or fall back upon his re-
ported originni statement to the depart-
ment that he had never expressed oan
opinion on the merite of the Sampson
scandal, it may be diMeult 16 unseat him.
it s said that Hackett nnd Crowninshleid
are extremely anxious to have him serve.

SBouth Afriean news has been badly on
the wane for some little time past, prob-
ably owing to an inereassd rigor In the
press and cable censorship, The Intest
reports inform us that the British have
made o rather impertant prisoner in the
permon of Commandant Villlers, father-in-
Iaw of General Schalk-Burgher, But the
war, which 15 ne lGuger a war, but a
sanguinary game of hide and seek, drags
along, and nobody can sec the end of It
ull.

Strike developments yesterday on the
whole appenred favorable to the strikers,
but wore not sensational. It was gener-
ally belleved that there would be trouble
Wt MeRecaport before the cnd of the
wiek, But that statement hag been made
#0 often, and nothing has happened, that
it may be groundless this time, Neverthe-
less, the conditfons npparently wre ripen-
Ing for a ]Io'.l';'}' colllston  between the
opposing forces at more places than one,
Both s=ides are
woll vrpanized, and neither 1s lkely to
Ataop at anything to gain its enids.  Béfore
miuny diye are past the fight probably will
violint resulls,
and they may be serfous, 1t would be ren-
sonably safe to wager that Mr. MeKinley
and Mr. Hanna are eonsiderably perturb-
od, Should Ohlo trotps be ent Lo Wella-
ville, for example, to quell o rlot, we
cnn casily magine that the sensations of
thode ominent pollticians would be pain-
ful Indecd. Thiy have forgotten the
Mudne, pnd remember Homestead.

If England could only get rid of the
Sunth Afriean war there I2 not much
doubt that her atteption would be guick-
Iy turned to Afghanistan, where the
Ameer I8 Inereasing his army to a hun-
dredl thousand men, as he frankly wd-
mits th order to be ahle to resist  on-
eronchmaer upon his territory He in
fully nware that the British Indinn Gov-
ernment conslders the Afghon Kandohnr-
Kubul line as necessary to o n: Nrst
line of defenoe, and he is determined that

=

l
|

1

it shull not be oooupled without a despor- |

nte strugsle.
o him from the north, and he
the uneomfortable truth that
two great Powers he iy In the position of
the bone which two dogs are fighting for,
As the Ameer puts It himsell, the ATghan
st 15 Hable to be enten by the Britlsh
Hon on one sde and by the Russian bear
on the other.

Iwtween

PERSONAL,

Friends of Goorge Vest in Missourl
are guictly launching a boom to return
him to the [Tnited Stutes Senote dospite
his nnnouneed intention of rotiring at the
vid of his present térm.

Gov, Ezra P. Bavage, of Nebraska, s
Tocully known as “the man who looks Hke
Buaffalo BIL" He 8 an ex-cowboy and
can ride just a lttle himself,

Cayvrell Ssolodovoiial, of Mostow, whs
known #s . miser all his e By will
he fEaves 26,000,000 rubles (abont $1L5INY, -
o Found high schools for gicie, cheap

Lodging hotsen and Lralning schools for
WOrkm n.
John K. Cowen, consultingg codnses) of

the FPennsyivanie Hoallrood sin tu ab-
sarption of the Baltimoree ind Ohio, 1€ o
giant physically. He s the son of nn
ltho bldeksmith and i selrf-made man

Willlam A, Anderson, the Democratie
nomninee for Attoruey Cdeneral In Virging
ix o Uenfedernte veteran, and lost o log
In e hatile of Matassps,

Sir Alexander Comlie Stephon, who has
bty For many yours Heithsh Minister Hog-
ident nt Dresden, I dbout to retire from
the diplomutic seeyviee, and hias boos ap-
pointed o groom-1n-wWaiting to King Fai-
ward

Amang those whe' hive heen promoted
by the French Mintsier of the Toterior
to the rank of i olfloor of the Ornder of
the Leglon of Hanor ts M. Zadoc Khan,
the Chlet Rabbl of ;France.

The Peabody (Mass Historiesl Baclety
I= to erect 8 monufent o that town o
the memory of J shi Prootor, who was ex-
veuted for witelieraft fn 1853,

Rusgsla = stewdlly clesing hl!
realizes. |

FOREIGN TOPICS.

The Ineangrulty offered by the fact that,
althoegh France ls one of the wealthiest
vauntries In the world, if not the wealthi-

SALES

The annual report of L. C. Ferrell,
Superintendent of Documents, shows that
be liadodimtributed mare than a half mil-

OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS,

tat in Europe, Its Government r i
Aamong the poorest, Is a subleet which s
Just now agitating certaln French politi-
cal econonmisis, with the probmble results
that an elaborat- plan of fiscal reform
will b agitated In the Chambers next
winter, The onuscs of the poverty of the
Slate are oovious to everyons who has
given the matter any eonslderation. Many
of the forms of taxation have been in
operation for more thian a century, while
the differencs between thelr roturns on
paper aml the sectusl revenue has con-
stantly widendd. For the six months end-
ed June 30 the revenue was nearly $13-
(%L wnder whitt It wis for the same
period lust year, and about $5,000,000 be-
low the estimate. When it is considered
that the budget frumed In the early part
u_r the year showed a surplus of barely
0,000 on W total of $710,920,00, the serfous-
ness of the decline s understood. In the
meantime the hands of the Government
are tled, for the natlonal debt and pen-
slons take yearly §ZS50,000000, the army
and navy F20,000,000, wo that some $60,000,-
0 must be provided before n sou can be
devoted to education, public works, the
furtheranee of trade, or other intercsts
of general pubilic fmportiance.

The debt of France is nearly $6, 08,000,000
and this stupendous sum wil continue to
augment, under prevailing conditions, un-
til the middis of the century, when nll the
rallways now operuted privatsly will re-
¥ert to the State. That the growing debt
has never troubled the French peoplo 8
suld to be owing to the constunt necumi-
Intion of private wealth, bul now cortain
leglslntors have been aroused to the fact
that half a century is a long time to witlt,
und that the debt will soon grow out of
all proportions to the expected returns
beginning in 154 Besides the {fllusive
forms of taxation of anclent date, the
customs taxation s belleved to be at
fuult, in principls and mode of adminis-
tration, while the tariff cripples foreign
busineds and eats into the very core of
national wealth; so that uniesa thesa bur-
riers be ralsed, the State, :P-n from the
people, will grow poorer and poorer.

Dir. Michon, the French Deputy who re-
cently died, was one of the features of the
“House." BEvery year, for instance, when
the discussion of the subvention to the
opera came ou he dashed Into the tribune
and 4 it, procluiming hi f a
resolute mnd ol ist foe of that
tascinnting Institution, le corps de ballel
This wap o standing Joke at the Palals
Bourbon, but another oddity of Dr. Mi-
chon hal, ax the sequel demonstrated,
far-reaching political consequences. He
hud, for some queer reason or another,
which only he coald have explalned, a
weakness for cramming his pockets with
sandwiches and cakes at the buffst of the
Chamber, for the keeping up of which
each member pays so many francs &
month, belng then allowed to regale
himself “ust retlon.” Now one day M.
Clemunceau, noticing the little man on-
gaged on this peculiar operation, nmused
himsif by pulling each sandwich out of
Michon's pocket after he had put it In
and was stretching out his ha for an-
other. Poreciving that he had got no
further in the process, the eccentric phy-
slclan turnid round and saw M. Clomen-
cenu diving into the tail behind him. He
never forgave his Radical colleague and
voted sgainst him when he came forward
?; a candidate for the presidency of the

U,

In the new British army drill book spe-
elu! attention In directad to the paranmount
necessity for obtaining the highest pos-
sible efficiency in the vse of the rifle, and
recently officers ¢ nding ye nry
and volunteer units huve been directed to
report to distriet inspectors of musketry
particulnrs of any ditficulties which they
have to mest in regard to range pecommo-
datlon. This ia probably in view of the
fuct that volunteer Infantry will be called
upon noext year to fire about 3 per cent
maore rounida than unider the present regu-
latlons, It 18 well known that the com-
mander-in-chlef attaches more importance
to good shooting on the part of all
branches of the army than to mere me-
chinlenl precision of parade ground move-
ments. A great deal of the time hitherto
wisted in bartick-square drill will, in fo-
ture, be devoted to ghooting and to train-
ing the men in the Intelligent use of cov-
or. Volunteers, as woll as thelr comrades
Ins the other branches of the army, will
be required to also traln In this direction,

Henee the peccssity that has become ur-
gent for the provislon of sultable rifle
rangoes.

The lingering death of the late Dowager
Empress of Germany has had few coun-
terparts In Engllsh royel history, Twen-
ty-flve per cent of the numbser that has
relgned there sinee the Conquest met vio-
lent deaths. Two, Henry VII and Ed-
ward VI, ¢ed of convumption. Old age
with its complieation of physical troubles
helped to curry off Victoria, George 111,
Ellzabeth, Henry VI, Willlam 1V, Fdward
111, and Heary 1IL. Three died young,

nirong, dotermined, and | phwaed Voal fourteen, Edward VI ot six-

teon, and Henry VI ot thirty-three. Queen
Anng died comprmtively young of

plexy. Muary's death is said to Bave bean
die to sorrow over the lose of English
territory In France, Henry VI's and
George s Inst days were clouded with
dementin, and George I's demise wns oo-
raston=l by the bursting of a Bood vessel.

Cardinal Vaughan ssems to be in luck
s Tnr as relles of anclent saints are con-
cerned, O the completion of the enthe-
dral at Westminster, hnother Interesting
artiele s to be rvmoved to It from the Ht-
tle Chureh of Peter, Mnrlow, Bucks,
where It hus heéen venorated for very
many vears, This relic ls supposed to
be the hund of St. James, the Apostle,
which Is In h crysinl caskot.
It wax, according to tradition, brought to
Englnnd from Germuany, (n 118, by the
Empress Matilda, ns a present for her
futher, Henry 1, who greatly valued i,
and the Benedicling Abbey of Reading
witz founded to provide for it a fitting
shrine. There it remained until the Refor-

tlon, and it subseguently passed to Dr.
wha died in 3592 Then It was
ed In the museum at Reading, and
eventuglly came into the posscasion of
Mr. Scott-Murray, whose family hbave
been nesoclated with Murlow and the
nelghborhood for mutiy Years.

8L

predervod

Kinsop

slonn of the Britigh Medical Con-
gress devoted sitting to! those
mulndics which arise from dangerous de-
Cuputions

Dir. Alexander Seotrt, of Glosgow, might
hinve withheld his remurks on radlway
dangers ontil nfter the travellng pubfic
had finished Ite hollday tripa. He was de-
cidedly distonverting.

“§ think,” he sabil “that thers ought to
b one more added to the official st of
recognized dangerous occupations | retor
to the peurssis of  rullwiay  servants’
Muny necidents—the majority of them, in
faet the result of the nervous ten-
slon of rallway employes.

One man who bad been a stoker wos
promoted to the podition of engine ariver.
After o time he went to consult Dr. Scott

e
w oo

WY

with regnrd o dvepepal All the reme-
divs were trisd and fulled,  The doctor
(O Iting physictan,

#anit the man
who also fallad
fow  wont the
and they falled

e only

Then the unfortyainte {vl-
rotnds of oll the quacks,
Emhsh

alter 0 Ll rallway

whilch the mon was Jdistilssed  that
got woll. He hod simply bedn
from nervous tengion.  He haa

ien weil eyver slnce
Anothr patlent consulted Dr. Scott for
Y Tulse, wenrinesg, sl lnsom-
b b
lmbarer In the
¢ he was nlways
tim.  After 4 tim
n shennimnn The ner
sfon hraoke him dovwn, The manager of
Hhe wrote t Dr, Scott siying he o
not understand the man sufforh {
nervous tenslon, for only 130 trikn

n brought from the
trth  of

his box in the elght hours

Sioh, docter' exéliimed another  suf.
fering signalman, © hnve never ontired
thir Box without feeling that |1 wias on

the wihg: of a prechpdes, and that  some
duy o alaaster wodld ooeur.”
r. Seatr pointed to the

fiet that the

badriver o the Slobgh neotdent hod saffor-

v from wn aberration of mimd that sl
him to run past the danget slgnal,  Yéu
thar man il eonveyed along the rmilway
Tiese motnee 150,080 G of passengers without
a sttgle mistake, He thought it was time
the nuthoritles ook up the question of
the temperament of rallway servoants,

Hon val # during the last flscal year.
Of these all but 13685 were sent to Insti-
tutlons where the public has nccess to
them at all tmes, The compamtively
amall number not so sent were sold.
Ahott three-fourths of them were publl-
ecations of the Départment of Agricul-
ture, couslsting mastly of bulletins an
subjerts of Interest to the farmer wnd
h holder. The rds show thst the
sales of these bulletine inervosed nearly
) per cent over the corresponding sales of
3, Of publicntions of other depart-
mints, 3,05 were sold, as agzinmt 10,90 in
1,  For the agricultoml publicatons,
hawever, there was recelved only $2,250 5,
wherens the publications of other depirt-
ments broughit fn S92 The dispropor-
ton between the numbers umd the returns
of the two groups s explained by the fact
that the price of ngricultural bulletins
i#, a8 a rule, only 5 cents, while some of
the other publicntions sell for as much
ns 517 ench.

Mr, Ferrell hng kept an accurate rec-
ord of the number of ench book sold, and
n glanee through the list shows rTeadily
which wore the most popeiar. The De-
partment of Agricalture devoted conslder-
abie time to the Investigation of the moa-
quite, and published two bulletins about
this pest. Of the first, 580 coples were sold
last year, and of the second 751, Hecent
discussion In the newspapers has refiew-
ed the demand for these pamphlets, and o
large number have been sold since the
Ist of July.

Notwithstanding the fact thil the books
on “Diseascs of the Horse' and “Liseases
of Cattle” were first distributed some
years ago, there s still an active market
for them. The records show thut 498 of
the former and 156 of the latter were sold
Inst year. It I8 explained that the sales
would have been mueh larger, but the
editions were exhausted, and the Super-
Intendent of Documents, In order to get
those he sent out, was obliged to enter
into trades with members of Congress for
some of thelr surplus documents.

A bulletin on “Composition of Amerlcan

L Tor 348 P Bulle-
ting reluting to food problems seemed
popular, as 59 eoples of one on the chem-
istry and economy of food, and 357 of an-
other on the chemical composition of
Ameriean food mutter, wers sold A trent-
I8e on losses In boling vegetables had
243 buyers, while sixty-seven housekeepers
spent 5 cents each for a dissertation on
hru‘ad and bread-making, and 173 bought
o of a g phiet on Investigations
into the digestibility and nutritive value
of bread. Food and diet charts to the
number of 11l were disposed of. Forestry
u\db“hoﬂlclturu.t bulieting were In consid-
ern demand, too. Of the “Primer of
" Foreaty Nursery™ 23 and of he Syt
. G a 0 B t

Diseuse of the '\?;okt nx-
The foregoing are the most popular of
the publications of the Deplirtment of Ag-
riculture. Mr. Ferroll has had requests
for census reports on Indians, running as
far buck wa 1850. Of the “Ofcial Regls-
ter,”” otherwise known as the “blue book,™
only thirty<four sets were sold fast year,
wherens before the Civil Service law went
into effect thousands of coples were lu-
sued. Thirty sets of “Flugs of All Na-
tlons,” handsomely Mustrated with col-
ored plates, were sold st §1.75 ench. Five
hundred cnq_lﬂ of the Revised Statues
were sold, There was o great demand in
18% for coples of the ety of Pence
with Spain, hut comparetively Httle in
191, ns people soon became familine with
'l;slprurmuus or lost loterest In the sub-

L.

The henviest work of the office of Sup-
erintendent of Documents Iy the distri-
bution of Guvernment publications to
“designated depositories.” Under the law,
every Benstor and Representative Is nl-
lowed to designate one libriry In his Stute
or district to which coples of all Gov-
ernment documents are to be sent. Last
year &9 documents, of an aggregate value
of $40), were sent to each. The State Ji-
brary of each State fs Hkewise favored
by law, and absorbs the same number of
volumes. Then, there are LM scientifio
Institutions scattered through the coun-
try, to which coples of the publications
of the Geologicnl Survey are sent. In ud-
dition to these, 0 ather depositories re-
celve surplus documents as they accumu-
Inte from time to time The superinten-
dent Is now distributing about 1,50 books
4 day to the various puble Institutions
on his list.

It is odd that there never has been, un-
thl very recently, any attempt to give the
generul publlie an Intefligent lden of what
the Government publishes In the way of
bulleting and reparts, There has been (s-
sued for five years or 50 a monthly record
of vGvernment publications for the bhenes
it of Government smployes, members of
Congress, and the hends of exeeutive de-
partments and o few Hbrarles, but nothing
avallable for general use. The entire odi-
tion i< limited by Tnw to 2,000 coples, which
does not begin Lo “go arcund.” About two
monthz ago & publledtion covering this
fleld made ts appearance; under private
nuspices, und romor credits 1t with baving
attained to o clroutation of some
lex, with n tendency to Increase
as the publlc learns of Its exis-
Year after yvear the Government

tence.
experts ere in u iarger way putting the
results of thelr observations, whicrh ecover
nearly every fleld of practical endeavor,
into popular form for use in Government

bulleting. These treat of all branches of
agriculture aml thelr many highly devel-
oped speclalties, as well as uf manufac-
turing. mining, .commerce, and trade. In
the course of a year every eitlzen of the
Republic Is Hable to be Interested in ome
or moreé of these bulletins, but hitherto
there has been no adequate means of In-
forming him of what wis going through
the press.

POLITICAL COMMENT.

Bar Harbor, Me., will, during the next
week, be the general headgquarters of the
opemting department of the onrth., J.
i'lrr;'mnt Morgan 15 there.—Chleago Rec-
ord Hernkd,

When Germany etz her “colonlal
wrmy” she'll of course have to stir up o
eolonial war somewhere to try It on. So
marchons “elviibzation —New York World

A miputation for utter lrresponsibiiits
may be an “Important mlvantage” as seon
from the point of view occupivd by Mr,
Shaffer, but In the final ro It is not
likely to be found an asse vh vinloe
to the assoclatlos

Manana In  the Nesly case does pot
mean tomorrow; it Ia te be transinted
next month or next yesr.—New York Mail
wnd Express,

The British fron worksrs will be pleased
to hear that it looks like ancother wesk,
at least, of the steel strike in Amoricos —
Boston Herald.

The Powers all have ah anxious eyo an
Panamn, and all are sending crulsers ta
the isthmus. But == Unele Sam jolned the
procession first he will be likely to mnin-
tnin his place at the head of it.—Boston

Glohe,

ol ;1
New York Times,

The McKinley Administration Is eoptain-
Iy making a record In respect o the Clvll
Sorvics law. Iis appointeds have disesye-
envd unnumbered wiys of "benting” the
Inw, and not one of them his been dis-
missed or rebuled for  his “pernlclous
netivity.”  Amd Mr. MeKinley solemnly
promiscd that there shoald e “no bGack
ward stop " =Indianapolis Nowa

Tom Platt knew what he wis shout
when he “bottled up™ Roosevell in the
View Presidency. —Mexiean Herald,

Sow a vietory and reaty a court of en-
quiry.—Cloclnnat Commercial-"Tribgne,

No Amerdean with the memory of Far-
raggut and Dewey in mind can read thess
dlaclosures witholt thivhking God  that
Schley amd not Samps<on was necldentally
I commnnd nt Santixoe when the Bsht
artunlly took pines without wishing that
he had been In command o the first In-
st nhd without wondering how It
oomes about thut Schley and not Samp-
son is to be teied next month on charge
amounting o cowardles and  fallur
peeform his duty —Chleago Chroniele,

After n while, perhaps, no one will bie
alloswed 1o vole unless be can produce o
vitcelnation  eertifiente —Memphls  Com-
mervinl Append.

17 the Amerlenn solitler 15 the best mmil
mast intelligent fighter In the world,
shoulid he pot dress and act up to the
purt >—Caicaro Tribune,

splcuously identified with the entertaine
ments given by the

during his residence In Washington, and
Mra. Healty have bpen Mra,
Hmn: ﬂrg:um m‘“rllh.

ridge, aon of Mr. John A. Whitridge, of
Baltimors, ls aonounced to take place
in November and will be

New M
before her fathor
net, and the wedd
a number of

clal life. Mra. Black and Mrs, Tay
:v:.m hoth murried last ’llull. At the ht:
or'a weddi Prestdent MeKinl

guest of hun:nr, Y

Owing to the state of Mra. O. H. P. Bol=
mont's health, Mr. Belmont will close his

3

ProgTam riainments
which were to have been glven at Bels
court have been abandoned.

Judgs and Mra, Alphonso Hart a
daughter, Marjorie Hart, have returned
from an extended trip through New York
and northern O I'I.ll.l.l.lclg en  route
friends in the Cu and and
the Pan-American.

W. E. Waters, Mra, Stanley
Mr, Stanley Searles, M. Thomas
Sister Darnthen,
Aubrey Page. Lee Jewett Cox, Miss
8" Line M Mrz Fo OB

nre

H

;
E

Mattye, left
i Point Comfort, Va., and Ocean
Miss Wiy Lee.TCTpd.ml’ HIll, has res
turned home, after spending several
wosks with n eampi t
t‘ymph club house,
n

Mra. . W, Holl, of North Capltol Straet,
hzs gone to Watertown, N. Y., on a visig

to relatives, and on her return trip will
viclt Buffalo mnd Niagurse Fulls

over and above the strict regulafion in
regard to ladles who are received by him
at the Vatlean. “A nlece of the Pope*
says the “Pall Mall Gasette,” “was ubhout
o be married, and her distdnguished rela-
tive took so great an interest In her trous-
#2a0 B8 to stipolate that the young lady
should have only white, blue, or hinck
guwns, adding thut these were the three

colors mast  becomi to rougx giris
‘Grey amd brown,” mkn‘ 1 his Hollnes
table only for old women, and
do not like any other colors.” Poasibly the
Pope preseribed white because it im
symbol of purity, blue because it is
color dedicated to the Viegin Mary,
black because it is the tme-hopnored
?l!ngrg.urormdmrmrhﬂm

The return of Dr. Martin Garcia Marou
to Washington as the Argentine Minister
Is exceedingly agreeable in bigh official
circles, Dr. Merou served for five yeurs,
previous to 1599, ns Minister at Washing-
ton. He was recalled to undertake the
duties of Minister of Agricuiture at Bues
nos Ayres. He is one of the few diplos
mats of Argentina who are really friend-
I¥ 1o Ameérienn Interests, states n writer
in the “Chlengo Chrunicle.” This diplo=
mat is a distinguished savant of South
Amértca. One shelf of his library is filled
| with hi= writings on economie questions.
|'He l« the author of standar! works in the
flelds of lternture, nrt, and musie, also,
and has found time to indire xome chirm=
ing storles. bits of verse, and to compila
the blographdes of eminent men of his na=-
tive couniry. Mme. Merou Is a woman of
dignified bearing, and during her former
| resldence was one of the most successful
| hostesses {n the diplomatic corps. There
are thres syoung danghters, just bodding
into womanhood. ©On the whole, Washing-
ton mociety s delighted to welcome the
Merous
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OFFOSING AUTHORITIES,

A late departure in the construction of
armored vessels s presented by the asser-
tion that the conning tower, a small look-
out eabln protected by thick armor for
the use of the commanding officer, I8 not
only of no uxe. but is a positive disnd-
vantage. Jt Is asserted thut it Is In the
way of the turret guns, while the com-
manding officer cun from that protection
=g very little of the engagement. On the
assertion that nearly all the commuanding
officor= both ‘at Manlla and Santlago dls-
cirded the conning tower and dlrected
thelr vessels from the bridewe, a majority
of the Hoard of Construction has declar-
ed In faver of Ity abolition In future ves-
suls

Yet the one exception should make the
board hesitatle before lnying rash hands
on that refuge. While trivial and light-
minded officers like Dewey, Schivy, and
Clurk muy have lgnorad the conning tow-
of, It is asverted to have been digultied
by the ocrupanoy of one grent Wero dur-
A rrfuge
by the famous
Evans should surely Lo
Fulnst fvonvelastie attacks, Whent
exemplar of dnuntlessness has ap-
proved the conning tower by his use, how
can oa mere Board of Constroction cast
it uasideT—Plttabure DHaspateh,

ing the Suntiago engugement.
which

was resorted o

Bl

THE AMERICAN SOLDIER.

That West Polnt te the
achool in the world i= conceded by all
Impartial eritles. Its methods transform
the average raw youlh Into the hotorable,
refined, and highly educated ofMeer of
our army. He is pre-eminently tatight
the “habit of command,” which, as 4 rale,
he uses without asy of the NTTHERNCY
shown by officors of some of the hrmivs
of Europe, notably that of Germany. He
Is. made 16 realize that he communpds
men who are as semitive as they ara
brave, and who apmvelate and respect ®
charneter combind goneromity, Kindness,
Armnese and, shove Gl elke, physical amd
moml courage. These tHalls of charfeter
are carefunlly cultivated at West  Point,
with o resualt that, besides having the
best enlisted persohnel, we have In t
Fiaited % Army, wWithoul question
trained and most o
gontlemen as officers.—Army  and
Jourpal,

best miiitdry

bla
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THE PERPETUAL PENSION.

The costliness of the pensinn establishe
ment shows 2 staudy nnd sapld growth
The annunl avernge of the appropriatisng
on the pension account In Grant's twa
Addmintstrations was only abougp $9.000 -
o0, It hnad riten to $130,000,000 in Flarris
so's torm. nnd has stood at about EMde
MLl w vear during the MeKinley Ade
ministrition, Predictions that the burdon
wonld be Hghtened when (e had run it
allotted span among soldiers are doomed
to come to naueht Because of the new
war and the peculinr longevity of widows,
We may, thercfors, reconcile ourselves
to the situation wed regard the great pen<
sion bl as 4 permanent annual chargd
In the bndget of the Government. T
deiphia Times.




