
CIVIL SERYICE ANSWERS

Unique Collections of the Commiv
sions Examiners

Ludicrous Illumlcr Mnde li Appll
oiut for Government Positions
Acvt Llht on Lincoln Denth Vd

vitntiiKf Life In the CIt

In examining the papers of candi-
dates

¬

for Goernment positions the
Chi Service authorities often come
across answers to questions so exceed
Inglj ludicrous that their faces wear a
smile for halt an hour afterward The
examiners often Jot down these an-

swers
¬

and some of the officials hae
unique collections

Here are a couple of definitions of
specific gravity which certainly possess
the merit of originality

Specific gravity is an unknown
quantity in the atmosphere which
draws all substances toward the earth

Specific gra ity is tho pant at w hich
the hjdrometer extends out of the
spirits

The following misccllaneoun informa ¬

tion will be interesting to man
The eagle belongs to the great fam-

ily
¬

of mammalia blt differs in many
characteristics from othen of this fam-
ily

¬

especially in tho manner of raising
Its joung The rudiments of its off ¬

spring being deposited In a shell and
warmed to life and full development by
the warmth of the mothers body or by
the heat of the tun It is a urj tierce
bird when protecting Its joung and it
is as well to keep at a distance when
any are ery near

Hunting in the mountains is good
spoit because the game is more numer ¬

ous such game as the bear deer and
elk of the larger sex and birds of the
smaller sex

Tha stems or ntamens should be
taught for they extend from the roots
to the different parts

Here is some new light upon an im-

portant
¬

historical event This appli-
cant

¬

manipulates bis facts In a way
that ought to be the cny of Historian
Jtaclay

In the j oar of eighteen hundred and
sixty five was Abraham Lincoln shoote
In the Oppre House by his wife

The man who wrote the following
had been requested to give his iews as
to the advantages to be derived from
the reading of good books What he
thought of this particular subject how-

ever
¬

does not appear The candldatfc
had been warned against alluding te his
political or religious opinions or affilia-
tions

¬

It will be noticed that he his
faithfully avoided it

My allusions av oidlng political or re-

ligious
¬

opinions And they are this as
to affiliations I deem it as being the
first step in honesty It takes religion
concludingly to make a man If there
were no religion or if a man had no re-

ligious
¬

opinions in my estimation we
would be in a vast condition but hav ¬

ing religion and other things combined
we have the pleasure of using our
opinions And by haing religion and
using our oplnions we are able to hold
the office to which we seek I deem it
necessary for ecrjone to have some
opinion voidlngij according to standing
-- Uid what Ive gone on to say is my
opinions accordingly as to allusions
loldingly and political affiliation

The rubject of the following sketch Is
Why so many joung men abandon

farm for city life
Young men come to the city to learn

and improve themselves they learn
more and see more they ha e more ira
provements in the city than in the
country such as our colleges churches
large buildings theatres railroads lec-

tures
¬

vaudeville and steam vessels
If such men as Daniel Webster had

not left the country as he did he cer ¬

tainly could not Improved his diction-
ary

¬

if Hamlet had stajed at his farm ¬

ing he could not have spoke such high
and classical pieces

The following is in answer to a ques-
tion

¬

asking the qualifications which
In our opinion a clerk storekeeper or
gauger in the Internal Revenue Service
should possess

He should be a man of good sound
judgment and also a just and honest
man and qualified to tend to the Bussi
ncss and a white American Born Citer
2on not less than 21 years old Nor over
63 years of age nor should he sere
longer than 4 jears and should be a
good judge of the Whiskey and other
iperrits of the United States nnd other
Nations he ought not to get intoxer
cated nor excited nor falsfj his word or
betray his trust obejdlcnt to legal
orders from headquarters of the United
States allso a married man that had 4

or 5 Bo es growing or grown to Man-
hood

¬

and that he was sending or had
sent to school and was trjing to qualify
to take charge of the affaros of his Gov-
ernment

¬

when the rlder Generation
pases out of cervist and allso called
upon to give account to the great Be
jond where men of this country dont
Return to do there work ovr again

It is well to be cautious in the selec-
tion

¬

of our internal revenue officers but
It does seem as if the man who answer-
ed

¬

that question was inclined to be a
little too particular However there is
nothing like having high ideals

This letter from Lexington Ky
hardly belongs in the freak class but
displays such originality that it should
be published It Is in answer to the
question Why do jou wish to enter
the Government service
U S Cinl Service Commission Washington

D C
Gentlemen Jiy reason for entciinc the Gov

ernment rrice are very plain Unfortunately
for my wie the lurried what u termed a

country printer one of of the boys that
sticks all the type males up the forms does

the devils work and in fact w the whole
thin I have been unable to make a living that
1 would like for tlu good woman who uned
Kuch bad judgment In entering the Government
Mnrice I feel that J can provide for her and
znae life worth living Jteaiu cabtage ani
dned apples are not good tor imliccktlon

The man who asked the questions be
Jow seamed to be unable to conceal the
presence of cunslderablo anxiety jet
dlsplajed withal a most engaging
frankness

I wish to ask a few questions in re
card to the examination for carrier in
the Postoffice Department

Where can I obtain an application
blank

Does a soldier that has been dis-
charged

¬

for bad habits stand a good
show if he can prove that his habits
are all that can be desired

Would having lost a finger or a part
of a finger debar a man from becom ¬

ing an applicant for carrier
I have lost a finger on my left hand

and have a habit of using bad language
when excited Would either of these
things debar me as an applicant

The Mnd Mullah
According to tho despatches Mr Mullah

has suffered another whipping Mr Mul ¬

lah whose first name Is Madison corrupt ¬

ed to Mad Is a gentleman of great per-
sistence

¬

Ho doesnt like the English
people and has no scruples about saying
ko Every little while he goes over whero
they are and dares them to come out in
the alley

Mr Mullah Is a dark man with a hot
temper but he hasnt any science lies

good for a couple of rounds and then
hes no longer in it And so whenjio
sees hes getting licked he gets over the
fence and runs like a deer He believes
with the-- poet whose name has escaped
us that he who gets in a lick or two and
then runs away ma live to get In an ¬

other lick or two smother day Yes and
like the cat In the adage he invariably
comes back and has to be licked all over
again

This might seem wearing on some men
hut Mr Mullah appears to-- thrive on it
Inside of two weeks after ever licking
jou can see him sneaking along the side
fence toward J Bull s summer home in
North Africa with a brick in one hand
and a knotted club In tho other

And jet there are worse men than Madi ¬

son Mull ih although we dont seem to
recollect their names Just at present
Cleveland llaln Dealer

WHEN GEORGE IH RULED

Interesting Jpivn Item Published n
Hundred ttnrH Ago

This morning their Majesties and the
Princess rode in their carriage to the Par
sorage Houhe at Itadipole where a fete
was given b her Majesty

Her Rojal Highness Princess Elizabeth
under whose direction the entertainment
was conducted previously attended with
Viscountess Sudley to receive tho royal
family who on their arrival were con ¬

ducted by her Roai Highness to the tent
appropriated for them Mrs Talor and
Mrs Penle the comedians as country
girls strewlrg the wjj with flowers

The amusements commenced with a
morning masquerade Mrs Tajlor singing
a sea song in the attire of a sailor The
comedians thenasumlng the characters
of Gpies seated under a hedge with
their pot boiling on the fire sung several
sprightly sunt after which the rojal
family proceeded to an elegant marquee
six tents being fixed for the noblllt to
the amount of 20 persons where they
partook of a most elegant dinner served
up In a superb stle

While their majesties and the company
were at dinner Mr Elliston in the char-
acter

¬

of a monk came to announce tho
victor over the invincible arm and Mr
Sandford dressed as a Highland officer
delivered a panegric on the valor of
British soldiers and sailors and having
been admitted laid the invincible stand-
ard

¬

taken from the Trench at his Majes

ts feet and three of the Staffordshire
militia sung a song composed for tie oc-

casion
¬

As soon as the dinner was over tho
Staffordshire North Devon and the band
of the Scotch Gras struck up God Save
the IClng Ever person standing up
drank to the Kings Good Health and
a Lung Continuance The health of her
Majesty his Roal Highness the Prince
of Wales the Duke of York and the ar
m the Marquis Cornwallis and Admiral
Nelson were then given the band play-
ing

¬

Rule Britannia and Britons Strike
Home

As soon as the entertainment was over
their Majesties and company went into
the fair which Princess Elizabeth had or¬

dered to be held which consisted of mil-

liners
¬

shops lottery offices toy shops
libraries and shews His Majesty put
into the lottery and all the Nobility pur-

chased
¬

something A Mr Penley in the
character of a Merry Andrew rode about
th fair seated on an ass and his humor
excited much pleasantry

Their Majesties then proceeded to a de-

lightful
¬

shade the awning being con ¬

structed of the Roval Standard the dif-

ferent
¬

colors and union Hag of tho Brit ¬

ish arm and navy a space being allotted
for dancing At the moment the roal
family entered this retreat Mr Elllston in
the uniform of a lieutenant of the navy
and Mssrs Sanford and Talor with
near fifty persons in the character of sail-

ors
¬

approached the roal presence and
on Mr Sanfords exclaiming Messmates
see our belov ed monarch the comedians
retired Into another part of the gardens
and delivered an exordium on British 10 --

alty which was succeeded by Mr Taj lor
singing God Save the King and Rule
Britannia In full chorus by the sailors

The princesses and the nobility wore
bandcaus and ribbons with the words in
gold letters Long live the King and
Queen distributed by tho Princess Eliza ¬

beth The royal standard and union flags
and the British colors from the ships were
dlsplaed on the ground

Country dances then commenced The
first was led down by Lord Amellus Beau
clerk and the Princess Aigusta The sec-
ond

¬

by the Duke of Cumberland and Prin ¬

cess Elizabeth The third by Friice Adol
phus and Princess Mary

It was a remarkable fine day which
added to the pleasure of the scene At C

oclock the roal family returned to the
lodge and afterward visited the theatre
London Times of August 1 ISM

THOUGHT CERVERA ESCAPED

People nt Snntlnso Rejoiced for a
Whole IJuj Over It

Curiously enough the Spanish military
and naval authorities in Santiago believed
all during the day of the battle when
Schley destroed their fleet that Admiral
Centra had escaped with his ships Tho
whole city was given to rejoicing over the
victory until about sunset when the news
of the tragedy became known The Bu
reau of Naval Intelligence has recently
made public the diary of Lieutenant Mul
ler y Tejelro the second in command of
the naval forces in Santiago He gives the
following account of the battle as It ap ¬

peared to the officers who were left behind
In the city

The day was most beautiful and the
calm perfect Therefore 4the smoke far
from vanishing rose up in a straight line
When the first moment of excitement was
over we could see perfectly that the
smoke from the firing formed four groups
more or less distant from each other But
what group did our fleet form If the one
furthest to the west then no doubt it was
not surrounded and had the open sea be-

fore
¬

it and that was a great advantage
If on the contrary it formed the second
or third then it was between two fires

Later on it was noticed that the fir-
ing

¬

was at a greater distance and de ¬

creased in intensity and that tho col-

umns
¬

of smoke were moving further to
the west Had they succeeded in escap-
ing

¬

and outwitting the hostile fleet For
the present one thing was certain our
ships had not gone down in the entrance
of tho harbor nor even close to It and
that was of great Importance for the
greatest danger was in the channel Im-
agine

¬

our joy when the Morro advised us
by telephone that our fleet was fighting
in wing formation and that the enemy
did not have the range Evidently the
age of miracles was not over I will not
attempt to describe what we felt that
day we at Santiago who have the hon ¬

or of belonging to the navy
I still had my horse at my disposal

nnd us I remembered the anxiety In
which I had left Mr Bustamente and his
delicate state of health I hastened to
bring him the good news which I thought
would do him a great deal of good When
I arrived he knew It already as did every-
one

¬
else In Santiago It had spread all

over the city I found him radiant with
satisfaction

I may safely say that the Id of July
was a day of true rejoicing for as will
be seen later when I relato the events
of the day It was believed that our
ships had accomplished their object al-
though

¬

at the cost of the destroers the
loss of which was already known And
although we felt very sad over the vic ¬

tims there must have been the rest It on
the who was so brilliant that it sur ¬
passed all reasonable expectations

It was not until 6 oclock that evening
that the Spaniards awoke from their
dream Miguel Lopez the pilot of Admi ¬

ral Cerveras ship arrived In tho city
with the full news of the ruin of the en ¬
tire SpanUh fleet What a horrible con-
trast

¬

What a said awakening writes
Lieutenant Tejelro Baltimore Ameri-
can

¬

THE TIMES ASnmGTONSNDAY SEPTEMBER I 1901

BOB THE CAB HORSE DEAD

An Eventful Career Extending
Over a Period of Thirty Years

A Ilcmnrhalily Intelligent Anlmnl
Who All Pleased Allien tircllt Men
Hofle Behind lllin A A Inter
MKlitn nxptrlenee In n VnoivHlorm

Bob the oldest and best loved cab
horse In Wasnlngton who was known
during his long and eventful career at
the Capital by many statesmen is dead
The wear and tear of midnight trips
over asphalt streets in good weather
and bad usually bad proved too much
for him He quietly laid down and died
and presumably departed to a land
where life will be one quiet pasture
and where the clang of the electric car
shall no more disturb him

He was a good horse said Jerrj
Cobb who owned him for ten jears
He could do the trip from Columbia

Heights to the Capitol in mighty quick
time andhes carried almost ever body
in his life too from Senators to just
common ordinary members of Con-

gress
¬

It alwajs seemed to me that
Bob could tell how important a man
was the minute lie got into the cab If
the fare was a swell Bob would prick
up his ears and hold his neck high and
let his legs out In great style He al
ways did a little extra for a Senator
Bob did He liked Senators better than
anjbodj- - and nevei complaiied it he
had to go to Georgetown just so he had
a big man Inside How could he com-
plain

¬

Why Just the same as jou
would Bob could tell me when he was
mad and I never misunderstood him
either when he let me know he didnt
like the waj things were going

Just before Bob died we carried a
fare out on Fourteenth Street He had
lots of money too and was dressed like
a swell but Bob knew the difference
as well as I did and he fussed all the
way out He knew-- that the fare was
only a merchant Bob never took any
stock in anybody unless he was impor-
tant

¬

Whenever we had Just some or-

dinary
¬

clerk or business man Bob al-
ways

¬

got chesty and when he was
cranky he was the most contrary horse
in Washington

Bob could tell a Government official
as far as he could see him and It didnt
make any difference how the man was
dressed Bob didnt go much by clothes
He had some other way to find out
things about people and 1 never knew
him to make a mistake One cold win-

ter
¬

night about eight years ago Bob
and T were hugging the protected side
of the Avenue on the way up town It
was snowing hard one of those bitter
piercing nights that sometimes happen
in Washington Bob was breasting
through the drifts w Ith his head dow n
fighting the storm I had my hat pull-
ed

¬

down over my eyes and at first I
didnt hee the man who called to me to
stop But Bob did and he halted just
as though I had told him to I knew
then that the fare must be a swell
though he wasnt dressed particular
Dt cause Bob had never been w rone la
shting up folks

Do jou know who that man was
Well I wont tell you but he was a
United States Senator and a mighty big
one too He had come out of one of
the big Avenue hotels We drove up
town to one of the finest residences In
the city and I always supposed that
what went on in that house that night
bad a lot to do with some of the things
going on in Congress There were im-
portant

¬

times then The man who liv-

ed
¬

in the house where we went that
night was well he wasnt exactly a
Senator but he had been He was the
Secretary of but I cant tell jou his
name I never have talked about any
of my fares and besides Bob wouldnt
like it if he was alive

The Senator stayed there for about
an hour while Bob and I waited out-
side

¬

obejlng orders Then he came
out and the Secretary of the the Sec-
retary

¬

he was with him The Senator
came around to the box while the Sec-
retary

¬

opened the door and told me
where he wanted to go The wind was
blowing so hard I could hardly hear
him The Senator put his mouth right
close to my ear and fairly shouted
Then I neard him and saj I nearly fell
off the box I was so surprised Then
the Secretary and the Senator got iu
the cab and I tell you Bob made good
speed You see Bob tumbled that there
was something important doing before
I did He knew just as well who was
inside as if he had been a human

If I told jou where we went that
night j ou w ouldnt believe me so I w ont
tell jou We drove up to the house
and found It black as a stove There
wasnt a light In the place The Sena-
tor

¬

he Just Jumped put and started up
the steps with the snow up around his
knees The Senator was a short man
nnjhovv and he was nearly snowed un-
der

¬

The Secretary he got out too but
he took his time and the Senator had
rung the bell a dozen times before he
got up on the stoop Id have thought
sure thej would never have got into
that house if I hadnt known who they
were and I wasnt much surprised
when the door opened The Senator
and the Secretary went in and in less
time than it takes me to tell about it
they were upstairs tight in the but I
cant tell j ou w hose house It was Any-
how

¬

they were in his bedioom I sav
thelr reflections on the curtains

They must have stayed there for
three quarters of an hour and Bob and
I nearly froze to death Then they
came out and we carried them back
home the Secretary up to where he
lived and the Senator back to his hotel
I never did hear what it was all about
I guess If I had read the papers Id
have found out Anyhow Ill bet there
was something doing there

And Bob knew it He knew It before
I did He was the happiest horse you
ever saw No Bob didnt get sick on
that -- account That was eight years
ago I guess Bob carried more than
MO swells including Senators and Cabl
ntet officers and Members of Congress
since then

In those dajs Bob was a swell-lookin- g

horse He could hold his head up
with the best of them and he came from
blooded stock too Bob did At least
I heard so When I got him I bought
him cheap They said he couldnt live
but he did and lived to be nearly thir-
ty

¬
too Yes sir that was Bobs age

when he died Thirty years old and he
knew everjbodv worth knowing In
Washington Bob dhnt tell em by their
clothes either He knew a gentleman by
Instinct If you stay In this business it
dont take long to find out that Sena-
tors

¬

are not always the best dressed
men Sometimes though gentlemen
dress like swells but they dont have
too

Book Agent In Lnek
There Is a farmer living Just north of

Evanston and a book agent somewhere
In the cosmopolitan desert of Chicago
each of whom feels that he Is a victim
of a cruel circumstance

Last week the farmer had a note from
a nephew to say that the boy would visit
the farm on Thursday Uncle and neph ¬

ew had not met for fifteens ears and the
old man drove to the station in his most

uncomfortable coat that he might wel-
come

¬

his sisters onl1 child But the
young man falledHo come After wait ¬

ing till the last passenger had disappeared
the old man drove away disappointed

The book agent ontercd Into the dra-
matis

¬

personae early the next morning
Looking over the top rail of the barn- -

ard gate ho calleJLt Hello uncle
The book agent never got such a re¬

ception before in all hbj life The farm-
er

¬

flung the gate wlde open seized the
agent s hand and pressed a whiskered
kiss on the Ironclad cheek

Say this must be heaven murmured
tho agent following the farmer Into the
house and explaining that ever body at
home was as well as could be expected
Not till the agent was full of a boiled
dinner and attempted to sell a book did
the farmei begin to see a dim light
Charged with Impersonates the missing
nephew the agent explained that he
greeted all elderly strangers as uncle
that he even had a few almost real ones
in South Clark Street in Chicago

When last seen by the farmer tho agent
was still running and when the real
nephew does come he may find an elec-

tric
¬

current in the latch string Chicago
Tribune

BEAR NATURE

Iminy Antics of Three Specimens
ou n Hot Sunday

It wis so hot Sunday afternoon that tho
big bear in the second cage at the City
Park had the heat grins Ho sat In the
coolest place in the den and surveyed his
brethren in the next cage who llkcwiso
were grinning vacantly at the crowd of
Sunday folk tho breathless leafy bal-

conies

¬

of the cottonvvoods and the drive-
ways

¬

hot and white as though strew ft

with ashes from an oven
Now the big bear has two cage mates

jouthful callow foolish louts to whom
ho e Is master admonlsher Usually he
watches their rough clumsy gambols
and coarse practical jokings with a half
open eye and an expression which means

cubs will be cubs On this da how-

ever
¬

his grin Indicated that any foolish¬

ness would be punished with a vigor and
force that would shake the cage like an
earthquake And a Sabbath like calm en-

sued
¬

in the cage broken only now and
then by the deep breathing of the fur
coated giants in the next cage The big
bear fell asleep by degrees

Tho two joung bears Immediately began
to play softly It was cuffs and worry
but softly oh very softly One could
hardly hear a sound save the clicking of
their claws on the floor as they fought
fraternally and with a wary eo for the
companion admonlsher They scuffled
over near the water vat and with soft
coughs and grunts and smothered merri-
ment

¬

one went in head over heels with a
subdued splash and the other fell a top
It was done very quietly but the big bear
awoke He was In a vicious humor as
was shown by the way he slapped at a
fly Tho bear on top saw that something
must be done He knew if the companion
admonlsher should suspect that his rest
had been broken byhim and his compan-
ion

¬

It would mean ia licking for both He
realized that if his companion should
emerge spluttering and grunting the facts
would be too evident So he determined
that his companion should not come to
the surface

He calmly sat on theother bears head
and assumed a nonchalant look The
under bear didnt understand matters at
all He didnt mind staging under water
a litttle while In fun but when It came to
being held there Indefinitely he protested
He did it with teeth and claws and with
growing Indignation The bear on top
found It difficult to maintain his Sabbath
calm expression with tho under bear
chewing his foot but he feared the watch-
ful

¬

eyo of the companion admonlsher
The protests from beneath the surface

of the wale were growing more violent
The water heaved and splashed Tho
bear on top was shaken with emotions
Ha rocked shook and quivered like an
Indian lodge in the wind

A moment later the companion admon¬

lsher was on top of him like a big brown
furry whirlwind The upper bear had
winced and the companion knew there
was something wrong Hecuffed the upper
bear about the ears and he fled with howls
tf pain The under bear well nigh drown-
ed

¬

moved a limp paw above the rater
and the admonlsrer drew him from the
depths a soaked drenched breathless
thlrg While he cuffed him back to sen-
sibility

¬

the other bear whined and cried
as though greatly penitent for his mis-
deeds

¬

Half an hour later the half
drowned bruin was veil and fighting
again But jou will now rarely ever see
either of them in that vat And It Is
only when the big fellow is not watching
that they dare take a dip

The ordinary park visitor may think
that this is only hot weather selfishness
that makes the bear act so But the keep¬

er knows that it Is because the companion
admonlsher knows that the one almost
drowned the other and so he will not let
either get In there If he-- can help It and
he usually can Denver Post

TOWED ASHORE BY A EJSH

Lively niaclc llnss Proves a Iloon to
111 In Angler

You maj-- call black bass wormy and
say that they are not fit for white men to
eat Mr Blngvvater was saj ing earnestly

but Just the same I want you to under-
stand

¬

that they are about the gamiest fish
that swims and If It hadnt been for one
of them I would not be here smoking ciga¬

rettes today Hereafter Ill stand for the
black bass and all their shortcomings It
happened this way

One afternoon early In the week I got
the craze and drove out to Pushaw on a
little fishing trip all by my lonesome I
had my fish basket and my tomato can
full of worms and an old rod which I
picked up somewhere about the house and
I made up my mind that If there was any
fun to be gotten out of bass Ashing I
would get It I chartered an old

punt the cleanest one which I
could discover In the vicinity and then 1

started out I rowed like ono of the Pcnn- -
sjlvania oarsmen at Henley until I came
over near tho point of Dollar Island and
then I let down the anchor and began to
fish

It was but the work of two or three
minutes to put my rod together bait the
hook with a w orm and thro w it overboard
After that I waited I happened to have
brought a little pocket edition of Kipling
with me and for the next ten minutes I
was deep In the Mory of the GitdsbS
As I was in the midst of the most exciting
part 1 got a bite

I don t suppose that there Is need to
say anything further In this connection
I played that bass with tho hand of a
master and some live minutes later he
was flopping nnd gasping for breath In
the stern sheets As I took the bass off
the hook and fiunff him In the bottom of
the boat I made a disagreeable discovery
M punt was leaking badly and there was
already quite threej inches of water in the
bottom Moreover It was pouring la
with greater rapidity every minute It
was only a question of tlmo before the
craft would be swamped As I cant swim
a stroke It didnt strlko me that the sit
uaton was a p irtlcularlv pleasant one

I decided to toss my line In once more
just for luck an way nnd the hook had
no more than disappeared beneath the
surface before It was seized by a huge
bass who started on toward shore pull-
ing

¬

like n mogul locomotive The water
was rising rapidly and I was getting des¬
perate when I happened to realize that
here was my chance I quickly made one
end of the line fast to a thwart and
seizing tho oarB I helped my friend the
bass with all the strength that was In
me At last we reached the beach ami
safety

The bass who so fortunately took my
bait Is still swimming in the clear cool
depths of Pushaw I decided that one
good turn deserved another and I care-
fully

¬

removed the hook and tossed him
back

When Mr Blngvvater finished an awed
hush fell upon tho party and for several
minutes no One spoke

Why didnt you bail the boat out
asked little Freddie Anally Bangor
Times

TRAFFIC IN EXPLOSIVES

Empty ISitro Glytcrinc Kegs a
Constant Source of Danger

Hovr to Dispose of Them Is n Dif-
ficult

¬

Problem A Utmton Jinn AVlto
linn Hud llmi Narrow lNcfipes
IlelnteM Sonic of IMm Experiences

There are scores of men about Boston
who handle cvtrj day enough djnamlte
to blow themselves and their Immediate
neighborhood Into the adjoining States
and et an explosion is so rare that it is
almost a curiosit They are expert dy-

namite
¬

handlers and have become well
versed In the vagaries and the uncertain-
ties

¬

of that powerful and mstcrious sub-
stance

¬

Mr Anton Colman a veteran dynamite
man Is respenslble for that statement
and It Is vouneii for b the numerous
contractors who are using the giant ex-

plosive
¬

about the citv t
Out In Boxbury on the many ledges

that are being blasted away to make
room for i ulldlngs or to put a lot of stone
on the murket the dynamite handler Is
most frequently found he abounds how-
ever

¬

In Brookllne and parts of Brighton
and some few places In Dorchester Ho
is general- - an American well advanced
In life full of experience in blasts and
blasting and brought up one might say
on dynamite He has handled it for years
and perhaps gingerly cared for its ances-
tor

¬

and progenitor tho savage nitrogly ¬

cerin
Mr Colman Is perhaps one of the old-

est
¬

of all the old timers and has been
looking after high exploslv es for the past
twent flve or thirty jears he has been
on most of the big jobs In Massachusetts
and in many parts of New England and
has had many hairbreadth escapes and
exciting adventurea He was on the
Hoosao tumel work for some time-- and
has seen service In many Important ex-

cavations
¬

and cuttings
Mr Colman Is about seventy jears old

and was bo- - in Maine He spent the
early part of his life worklDg on his
uncles farm near Lisbon but left it when
he was a joung man to come to Boston
to make a living He drifted about
through many different occupations until
he finally got a Job with a cortractor who
was blasting an old quarry down near
Providence and served with nim In many
capacities Ho went to tho war and on
his return went back to contracting and
for a time he was in business for himself
and did same important work around tho
city

Dynamite and the blasting powder
which wo have today is much different
from what It used to be in the days when
I first started In the business said Mr
Colman and I am not as well posted
on ever thing as J might like to bo but
there are some things about handling
powder that when a man learns them
once he never forgets them as long as he
lives and no matter what kind of pow-
der

¬

Is used or how much the style changes
It 13 all the same they will still be care-
ful

¬

and watch their business mighty close
Of courso of all the explosives nitrogly-
cerin

¬

is the most dangerous and the
hardest to get along with It has as many
moods and is as hard to manage some-
times

¬

as the spoiled child or a woman
who wants her own way

I never got over my great respect for
this explosive and even today I treat It
with every deference and will be as
gentle and peaceful in its presence as
any tyro A man can never get any ex-

perience
¬

In handling nitroglycerin the
more he handles it the less he is liable
to know about it For he realizes more
and more how uncertain It is

Why even the kegs that nitroglycer ¬

in comes In are white elephants on a
mans hands for they are mighty hard
to get rid of I tell ou The wood has
been so thoicighly saturated with the
stuff that it cannot be burned and can-
not

¬

be broken up and they cant be left
lying round loose for some one is sure to
come along who does not know anj thing
about them and bang something into
them and off goes the roof

I remember a fellow out in the west-
ern

¬

part of the State several jears ago
who came along with a hammer in his
hand He sat down on an empty nltro
gljcerin keg and pla rally amused him-
self

¬

by tapping the stoves with his ham-
mer

¬

I saw him and ran to a safe place
and tried my best to warn him by shout-
ing

¬

but it was no use the keg finally
blew up with a loud report and the poor
fellow lingered In the hospital about two
weeks before he died

I am even more afraid of these empty
nltrogl cerln kegs than I am of tho ex-

plosive
¬

Itself or of any other kinds of
powder or dynamite You can alwajs tell
when to be careful when the real stuff is
around but if some one happens to leave
an empty keg or barrel in the way ou
might not know- - it until you had dropped
a crowbar or a sledge hammer into it or
tipped it over and then after jou found
it out you would be in no condition to tell
any one of jour discovery

The onlj- - way to get rid of those
empty kegs or barrels is to take them out
Into an open field and fire a pistol at them
from a safe distance and even that
sometimes is not an undertaking that I
would advise a person to try for I re-

member
¬

a case of a fellow who went out
with three kegs and Instead of placing
them side bj side and letting one shot
do the business I guess he was anxious
to see them blow up one by one for he
placed the first keg and left the other two
on the team

He fired his gun and the bullet did
what was expected of It but the keg ex ¬

ploded with such terrific force that the
man was horrified when the concussion
caused the two remaining kegs on his
team to follow suit immediately killing
his horses wrecking his wagon complete-
ly

¬

while he himself received a splinter In
his face that ruined the sight of one eje
After that If he ever went out I am sure
he was more careful

I have known of a fellow who lost his
foot by the explosion of a drop of the ter-
rible

¬

stuff and another man who lost hi3
hand by suddenly hitting a board on
which a can of nltro had rested and a
drop or two of the liquid oozed out It
Is mighty bad stuff and I am afraid of
it and if I live to be 200 I will be more
arald of it than ever Nowadas there
is none of it used in New England not
a drop It Is not necessar we do not
have the blasting that requires It Dy-

namite
¬

Is amply sufficient and we do
not have to have the purest quality of
that cither ti or 50 per cent Is powerful
enough and In extreme cases we can
call for 75 per cent mixture Above that
we get In the dangerous territory and
the dynamite becomes bad to handle

Below TO per cent there Is no safer ex ¬

ploslv e made than dnamlte that Is take
It all around You cannot set It off by
lire you can drop it with a pretty fair
assurance that it wont go off but I
would not advise you to try it and you
have to hit It a sharp rfulek blow to ex-

plode
¬

It Black powder and all other
kinds of powder cannot live for a second
where there Is lire and this makes them
less desirable than dynamite although
they cannot be exploded by concussion

Personally I would rather have a gang
of men working near a ton of dynamite
than 100 pounds of powder for it is hard
to keep them from smoking and there
is no telling when a pick or a horses hoof
Is going to send a spark fljing In some di¬

rection or another And as for naphtha
or gajolene I would almost as soon have
the pure nltro knocking about me and I
do not hesitate to say that dynamite Is
In a class of explosives all by Itself when
compared to these two Insidious mixtures

jou cannot tell where the naphtha gas Is
lurking It Is like a snake and may be
colled at jour feet all ready to strike
when jou step on It Dj namlte or even
nltro Is something tangible If you see
a keg or a stick of cither of these and
wish to avoid them all you have to do is
to walk the other way but you can telt
nothing about the naphtha

I knew a promising joung chap who
came to work with me out In Long
meudow near Springfield nnd who was
as good a man as jou could want to have
around jou Well he had the most religi ¬

ous horror of djnamlte for the first Tear
that jou ever saw and after that he got
careless Well one day he put several
stick of It in a tool box for safe keeping
for a few hours and forgot all about it
and the consequence was that when the
laborers came home from work they
chucked their things Into the box and
there was a tremendous explosion Two
men were killed and three others Injured
for life The joung fellow lost his job
and gave up the dynamite business for
good

In Boston all high expldslves are kept
on ships down the haroor and no sup ¬

plies are landed except as thej are want-
ed

¬

bj-- the contractors A man sends In
his orders for two or sometimes three
days supply at a time and the stuff is
procured for him from the storage in the
harbor It is brought over in a small
boat and shipped across the city In an
express team and When It reaches the Job
is kept in a place especially designed for
It usual- - unknown to any one and In-

accessible
¬

The number of pounds al-

lowed
¬

to be transported without a special
permission Is about slxtj When It is de¬

sired to send more than that across tho
city the flro department has to be noti-

fied
¬

and a man Is generally designated to
go wish the team and see that the proper
care is taken He rides to the city limits
only This is a formality and is done be ¬

cause it Is required bj law
In shipping the stuff to Boston great

care Is exercised The railroads from
New York will not handle It only on cer-

tain
¬

conditions and charge a good price
for movlrg It In fact an exorbitant price
for It is as safe as many things they take
aboard their cars and there Is a record
of several collisions in which a whole
carload of dynamite has been untouched
and uncxplodcuTyhe shock although In
one case the car Itself was knocked to
splinters The stuff when sent by tho
railroad has to go as freight for It Is
strjctlj against the laws of nearly every
State to transport it on vehicles whera
passengers ride The roads are exempt
from carrying it as common carriers and
many of them take advantage of thl3 ex-

emption
¬

The most of It comes therefore from
New York by sailing vessels and It Is
landed directly onto tffo hulks in the har¬

bor that receive it for storage I have
known cases however where a contrac ¬

tor was hard up for some of the stuff and
had to send a man to bring it to him in a
valise I made such a trip once from Bos-

ton
¬

to Springfield and I can tell you I
was urcomfortable I felt in my bones
that the thing was safe but I knew dyna-
mite

¬

well enough to know that it cannot
be trusted and I hated to take chances
wilh It

1 remember there was a youngster in
the seat in front of me with his mother
and he leaned over and by degrees in ¬

veigled me Into some sort of a game I
did not mind It and as it amused the kid
I kept it up Well L turned my head for
a second lp look out of the window and
you can imagine ray terror when I heard
a shriek and turned Trr time to see the
youngster fall over the back of the seat
square onto the bag full of the dynamite
My heart stopped for a minute and I pick-

ed
¬

that child up so tenderly and with
such a concerned look that its mother
talked to me all the rest of the way I
did not tell her what I had In the bag

Frozen djnamlte is a bad thing too
The stuff can stand only a very little
cold and becomes hard as a brick at
about 45 degrees and is useless unless it
can be thawed out That is to say it Is
nearly alwajs useless for I have known
some bad explosions to occur from fro¬

zen dynamite and there aro some con ¬

tractors who will tell you that the frozen
stuff Is worse than any other kind and
they are not altogether wrong either I
knew a chap who was more afraid of

than anything else la the world
much too afraid of It to work with it for
he was alwajs being made the victim
of some practical joke or other and was
nev er at peace

One of the men who was most prom¬

inent In teasing him discovered a stick of
frozen dynamite one morning and feign ¬

ing to be intoxicated be got into an al-

tercation
¬

with the timid man and then
seemingly In the height of a drunken
frenzy dashed the frozen stick on the
ground with an oath The other fellow
fell like a log and was sick for a good
manj-- days from fright but there was no
explosion I saw that same chap who had
plaj ed the Joko drop a frozen stick over
a cliff one morning and he was nearly
scared to death when it went off with a
terrific sound and threw fragments of
rock high in the air He became deathly
pale when he realized how serious his
joke might have been and was ever care¬

ful thereafter how he fooled with high
exploslv es Boston Globe

THE CAT CAME BACK

Chloroformed nnd Buried It Came
to Life nnd Escaped

Remarkable vitality possessed by a
family cat has caused great tribulation
In a family living In the Berkshire Apart ¬

ments at the southeast corner of Eighth
Avenue and 125th Street whose identity
however Is kept a carefully guarded se ¬

cret by all concerned A middle aged
woman brought puss to Kinsmans drug
store beneath tho elevated railroad sta ¬

tion at that corner late Saturday after-
noon

¬

and told Manager Charles Bailey
that she nnd her family were about to
start for the country and wanted to
have it painlessly destroyed Its leg was
broken she said and application to their
friends haa proved uut they couidat gl
it away They didnt want to turn It out
Into the streets and doubted the efficacy
of the methods of the Socletj for the 1

Prev ention of Cruelty to Animals in such
cases Mr Bailey entrusted the task to
Ernest Richardson the store boj- - who
took the creature to the cellar and held a
chloroform soaked piece of cotton to Its
nostrils until it stretched out apparently
dead

Then he dropped the carcass into a rub-

bish
¬

barrel Soon after two oung wo ¬

men the daughters of the household
came to the etore with a neat paper box

and told Mr Bailey that the cat had been
a great pet in tho family and they were
determined not to go away without giving
It a decent burial

The boy got the body and they placed

It in the box wrapped and tied it neatly
and started to And a pretty place for a
grave They came upon one in a cool
nook In Mornlngside Park out of sight of
passing policemen and began to dig
quickly Their labors were about half
done when there was a scratching and
yowling within the Improvised coffin the
lid flew off and the cat darted away amid
the trees

It was not seen again by those who
knew it until Sunday night when Mr
Bailey was going home with his own dog
Teddy who Is named because of his beau-

tiful
¬

teeth and his big cat Dick who al ¬

ways accompany him on his Journes to
ami from tho store when he saw the cat
who ought to hav e been dead and burled
sitting on the base of the Hancock Statue
at St Nicholas Avenue and Uith Street
sadly nursing Us bnken limb He tried
yesterday to And its former owners but
was told that thej-- had already gone
away Mew York Times
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TRAPPING THETARANTULA

California Boys Capture the Ven--

omons Insects for Sale

nenta Denllnsr Spider Are Easily
Trained Tanicht to Take Vllea
From lite Hand Hovr They Are
Caged Many Dcaperate Fights
The most remarkable of all the strange

developments of life In the Far West Is
tho tarantula industry In southern Cali ¬

fornia Just think of catching deadly In-

sects
¬

for sale on the market as cheaply
and almost as readily as one would gath ¬

er blackberries
During the months of July August and

September the tarantulas take their an-
nual

¬

outing and hold high carnival for
then tho environments of their under¬
ground homes are dry and parched and
they can crawl delightfully through a
wealth of adobe niust and over mesas
where crouch weary groups of sage¬

brush cactus and wold grasses all op¬

pressed by heat and grey with thirst
Tho great sun looks down and smiles

on the promenading spiders while tho
surface or dry earth holds in Its pores
no puddles in which they may unexpect-
edly

¬

douse their hairy legs for they hava
an intense aversion to water and to get
all ten legs wet at once would Indeed be
a calamity

Thej-- llvo almost exclosivery In rough
uncultivated areas and seldom intrude
their uncanny presence In city or town
In dredging out their subterranean domes ¬

tic establishments thej show a partiality
for adobo soil which Is black and easily
manipulated There may be Intelligent
method In their selection of a home for
the soli in color corresponds with their
dusky hue and thej-- can prowl about with
less fear of being observed bj- - their ene-
mies

¬

During tho tarantula season small boys
In cotton shirts and Jumpers dot the foot¬

hills and dry fields like punctuation
marks intent upon capturing these dan-
gerous

¬

tngs The trade paraphernalia of
these Intrepid oaths consists of tin cans
and glass Jars with cov ers a pall of water
and two long slender sticks that can be
used as pinchers with which to handle
the spiders

T vo tarantulas are never put Into tho
same receptacle for when In captivity
they seem to have an inv eterattr antipa-
thy

¬

for each other and fight with the
most ferocious abandon biting scratch-
ing

¬

and mutilating one another until both
contestants die in the fray

An energetic and industrious youngster
sometimes reaps a substantial Income
auring the summer vacation by catching
tarantulas which he sells to dealers la
curiosities for 2 cents apleee

If the boys do not discover their prey
running at largo they hunt about for
promising looking holes in the ground
for the location of tho tarantula Is always
Indicated by a white silken web that out-
lines

¬

the rim of the hole In which ha
lives If for any reason the spider aban ¬

dons his dwelling ho remove the web
when he takes his departure

Instead of knocking politely at tb3 en-

trance
¬

of the spiders home for admit-
tance

¬

little Bobby dumps in a quantity
of cold water giving Mr and Mrs Spi ¬

der an Impromptu bath quite upsetting
the equilibrium of their domestic affairs
and they rush out to discover the causa
of the disturbance Their reception
above ground is unpropitlous for they are
Immediately grabbed by the pincers and
hustled unceremoniously into a tin glass
or w ooden jail there to await their doom

The Pasadena artist who guides the
tarantula through the process of taxider
my evidently takes no heed of the old
Kentish proverb If you wish to UveV
and thrive let a spider run alive for an
average of 5000 bugs a year pass on Into
the vast unknown through a sea of gas
olene and turpentine in which this man
thrusts them

Upon being suddenly thrown Into this
ill smelling bath the tarantulas aston ¬

ishment and indignation is great his sen-

timents
¬

being expressed by lively move
ments of his hairy body api rtoac
gleams that scintillate from his eignt ti¬

ny eyes With a final flourish In which
all ten legs reach out pleadingly toward
an unsympathetic world he gives a des¬

pairing shudder and succumbs
Chloroform Is sometimes used to kill the

bugs but Is objectionable because it
loosens the fuz of the spider which If
dropped on the hand of the taxidermist
will sometimes cause an irritation of the
skin Long pincers are invariably used
to handle the tarantulas and under no
circumstances are they touched with the
hands

The curing method is simple only white
arsenic and cotton batting being used
After the embalming process their legs
which curl tight under them itf their death
struggle are stretched out in natural
angles being pinned into position oa a
card with black pins and placed in tha
sunshine They are afterward laDciea
placed in small pasteboard boxes and
sold to tourists for twenty five cents each

Sometimes the barbaric instincts of the
taxidermist Influence him to put half a
dozen spiders on a table and watch them
light A terrible battle ensues for the
wrath of the participants is great and
the weapons formidable In preparing for
tbe attack they stand almost upright on
their four hind legs open wide their
fangs until the mandibles protrude in a
straight lire from tho face then with all
the muscular force of which they are ca¬

pable they launch themselves forward
sinking the poison laden mandibles Into
tbe flesh of the enemy Every movement
expresses antagonism violent terrific
and finally ail six are clutched together
forming a compact balk Thinking the
proceedings have progressed far enough
the taxidermist takes the ball In his
pinchers and precipitates all six spiders
into the turpentine gasolene combination
where they dissolve partnership with one
another and with life

AY hen one tarantula bites another the
one JMitn acs like a hi can being under
the Influence of liquor thing absolutely
drunk This ls the firs result Then
comes a numbness or paralytic condition
which often lasts for a week during
which the spider lives but Is unable to
move At the end of that time he usually
dies

A lively snake of the garter varletj was
captured a short time ago and taken Into
tne taxiuermiat s snop nner numwi
of tarantulas had Just arrived Being cu¬

rious to learn the social relations be¬

tween this snake and the tarantula aris-
tocracy

¬

a great pompous spider whoso
every black hair bristled with Imperious
fur was placed on he table with the
snake who showed tho utmost confidence

Colling her shining curves In a ray of
sunlight that streamed across the table
she seemed Inclined to indulge in a peace-
ful

¬

siesta
She was not allowed to rest however

for the tarantula upon perceiving her
strode up and with a mighty thrust bur-
ied

¬

his fangs in her glittering scales Sho
was startled and partially stunned but
struck iut nobly and wound her colls
about the cnemj But he slid through
the encompassing curves and continued
tho tight until with a last muscular
twitch the snake lay dead

In spite of this extensive trade in ven-
omous

¬

goods no one is known to have
been bitten both boys and men taking
the greatest precautions In South
America this spider Is most deadly the
species in Mexico being almost equally
bad

Tarantulas sometimes lose a leg In
their encounters and It is given out as
an absolute fact bj a man who has con-
trolled

¬

the nuveity trade in Pasadena for
jears that a new leg will sprout out from
the old stump and the spider be made as
good as new

Though the tarantulas are fierce and
combative amongst themselves they can
lie tamed and when in captivity will take
flies from the hand or drink water from
a lenf Though thej may be amiable
thej-- dont thrive under such treatment
and soon die New Orleans States
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