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CIVIL SERVICE ANSWERS,

Unique Collections of the Commis-
sion’s Examiners

Luodicrous Blunders Made by Appli-
eauis for Government Positions.
Scew Light on Lincoln’s Denth—Sdl.
vaninges of Life In the City.
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The following miscellopeoun informa-
tion will b= interesting Lo many:

“The vagle belongs te the great fam-
ily of mammulia, buat differs in moany
churucteristics from others of this fam-
iy, espectally in the maunner of ralsing

its young. The rudiments of its off-
gpring belng deposited In a shell and
warmend to life and full develo nt by
the warmth of the mother's b i by |
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+ pew light upon nn lm-
purtant historical eovent, This appli- ‘
cant manipilates bils facts In &4 way |

that ought tu be the envy of Historian
Maclay: |
in the yonr of eightécn hundred end

gixty-tive was Abrabam Lincoln shoote

in the Oppre House by his wife™

The man who wrole the (ollowing |
hnd been requested o give his views as |
10 the advantages to be derived from |
the reading of good books. What he
thought of this particular subject, how-
ever, does not appear. The ecandidate |
bad been wurned against alluding to bl |
political or religlous opinlons or atfiliu-
tions. It will be noticrd that he s
faithfully avoided it:

“My allusions avoiding political or re-
ligious opinions: And they are this as
to aMlintions. 1 deem It as being the
first step in honesty,” IL takes religlon
voncludingly (o muke a man. 1f there
were no religion or i & man had no re-
Hgious opiplons, in my estimation we
would be in a vast condition, but hav-
ing religion and other things combined
we have the pleasure of using our
opinlons. And by having religion and
using our opinlons we are able to hold
the office to which we seek. T deem it
necessary for everyone to have some
oplnlon voldingly acconding to standing,
And what I've gone on 1o say s my
opinions occordingly to allusions
yvoldingly and political affilistion.”™

The nubject of the following sketeh is |
*Why so many young men abandon
farm for clty life:”

*Young men come to the city to learn

ag

and improve themselves they learn
maore and see more they have more im-
prover 2 in the ity than in the

couniry, such as our colleges churches,
large bulldings, theatres railroads lec-
turey vaudeville and steam ve

“If suth men a¥ Danlel Webster had
i ouniry as he did he cer-
could not lmprovied his diction-
ery, if Hamlet bad stayed at his form- |
ing he could not have spoke such high |
and clisslcn] pleces™

The following ls in answer to @ ques-

tion, asklr “the gualificativns which
in your opinion & cler storekeeper, or
gauger in the Internal e Service |

ghould possess:™

“He stiould be a man of good sonnd
Judgment and also a just and honest
lifled to tend 1o the [lussi-
nd 4w A rican Born Clter-
son not less Lthan 21 yeays old Nor over
65 yeurs of age nor should he serve
longer than 4 yeurs and should be a
good Judge of the Whiskey and other
sperrits of the Unlted States nad other
Natlons he ought not w g inte

d

cated pnor exclted nor folsfy his word or |
betruy his trust ejdlent to  legal
opders from headguirters of the United

States allso a married man that had §
or & Boyes growing or grown to M;
hood and that he way sending or
sent 1o scho and was trying 1o qu
to take charge of the affures of his
erpment when the older Generation |
pases out of cervist and o called
upon to give account to the greal Be-
yornd where men of this country dont
Return to do there work ovaer again.®

It is well to be caution T
tlon of pur Interpal revenue o but
it does scem as If the man who answer-
ed that question was lnclined to be &
lttle wo particular. However, there is
nothing Hke having high ideals, |

This letter from Lexing
Bardly belongs in the “freak™
digplays such originality that
be published, It Is In mosy

k the
question, “Why do you wisxh to enter
the Government gervice?”
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The méin whi asked the questions be- |
low seemed 1o be unable o e “xl the |
presence of cunsiderable anxlety, yet
dispin withal, & most engaging
frankness:

“1 wish to ask & few questions in re-
gard to the examnipation for earrier in
the Postoifice Department.

“Where can 1 obtain an
blnnk ™

“Does a soldler thet has been  dis-
charged for bad habits stand a good
show If he can prove that his habits
are all that can be desired?

“Would having lost a finger or o part
of a finger debar a man from becom-
ing an applicant for carrier?

“I have lost a finger un my left hand
and have a habit of using bad Janguage
when exclited. Would either of these
things debar me as an applicant ™

,I;-I,-r] for imliyg
u

application

The Mad Mullah.

According to the despatches, Mr, Mallah
has suffered another whipping, Mr. Mul-
lah—whose first name Is Madison, corrujt-
od to Mad—isn & gentleman of great per-
sintence. Ho doesn’t like the Englizh
people, and has no scruples about saylog
$0. Every little while he goes over where
they are and dares them 1o come out in
the alley,

Mr. Mullah Is a dark man with a het
temper, but he basn't any sclence. He's

family |

| viet

| made pu
| ler ¥ Tejelro, the second In command of
| the naval forees in Santiago, He gives the

{ peared 1o the ofMcers who were left bhehind |

| from vanlshing, rose up In a straight line,
| When the first moment of excltemsnt was
| over

| greatest danger was In the channel,

good for a couple of rounds, and then
he's no longer fn it. And so, when_he
sees he's getting licked, ho gets over the
fonce and runs lke a deer. He heiteves
with the poet, whaese name has escaped
un, that he who gets In a Hek or two and
then runs away may Hve to get In an-
other ek or two s'mother day. Yes, and
ke the ¢ut in the adage, he Invariably
comes back—and has to be Ucked all ower
azrin

Thiz might seem wearling on =eme men,
but Mr. Mulluh appears to thrive on it
Inside of two ufler every licking
you can see him sneaking adong the side
fence toward J. Bull's summer home in
North Africa, with & brick in hand
und a kmotted clulr in the other,

And vt there are worsd men thin Madl-
son Mullah—althetugh we don’t geéem to
recolle their ¢X just at presont—
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

WHEN GEORGE III RULED.
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Interesting News ltem Pablished n

Hundred Yenrs Ago.
Thin morning thele Majestions and the
Princess & in thelr carriugs (o the Par-

sotige H L | . Where fote
wis given by her Ma 4

Her Royal Hij } wess Eligabeth
under w e ctlon the ontertalnment
was conducted, previowsty attended with
Visrountese Sudley to recelve the royal |
fumily, who on thelr arrival wuore -
duected by her Royal Highn to the tent
approprioted for them. Mrs, Tayior and

the comedinns, as country
with flowers,
wenes] with a

Mra. P -
girls, strewing the ws
The amusemints
morning masquerade, Mrs. Taylor singlng
A e mong in the ottire of o sallor.  The
nig the charncters |
under a hedge, with |
their pot bolling on the ng several |
rightly sungs; after w h the ru;-:iil

woereded 10 an clognnt mMAanques,
1

comedians then s

auf G fod, seated

=i beineg fixed for the nobility, to
this nt of 3w 3 ere  they |
I { n musl it dinnér, served |

up in A superb sty |
While thwelr majestle 1 the coampany
were st dinoner, Mr. ¥ won in the chir-
acter Of o monk, cur to annvunce the
vietory over the Invinelble army; and Ar
Sandlond, dressed o= a Highlund officer,
dvlivered o pansgyrie on the valor of
Dritish =« ere and saiiers, and having

been sdmiited, lald the Invinelble - I
ard, taken from the French at b 5 e
feet, and three of the Staffordshire

tin sung A song cowposcd fur the oe-

|
1
|
the dinner wns over the |
sorth Devon, bnd the band
va struck up "God Save

» person standing  up,
King's Good Health, and
icewe The health of her

oval Highness the Prince
of Woales, the Duke of York and the ar-
my, the Marquls Cornwaills and Admirsl
Nelson, were then given, the band play-
ing “Rule Britannia” and “Britons Strike
Home.""

A= soon as the entertalnment was over
thelr Mojesties and company went into
the falr which Princess Ellzabeth had or- |
dered 1o be held, which cotsisted of mil-
liners® shops, lottery offices, toy shops, |
librarles, and shews. His Majesty put
into the lottery, and all the Nobility pur- |
chased sometliing. A Mr. Penley, In the
character of a Merry Andrew, rode about |
the falr seated on an ass, and his humor
cxcited much pleasantry

Their Majesties then proceeded to a de- |

lightful shade, the awning belng con- |
strizcted of the Royal Standand, the dif- |
ferent colors nnd unlon flag, of the Brit- |

Ish army navy. o spoce being allotted
for dancing At the moment the royal
farplly entersd this retreat Mr. Elllston, in
the urifurm of a lleutenant of the navy, |
and M=s Sanford and Taylor, with
near fifty persons in the charncter of sail-
ors, approached the roynl presence, and
on Mr. Sanford’'s exciniming, “Messmales,
see our beloved monarch,” the comedinng
retired Into another part of the gardens
and dellvered an exordlum on British loy-
alty, which was succeeded by 3Mr. Taylor |
“God Bave the King.” and “Rule |
n,” in full chorus by the sallors.

The princesses and the nobllity wore
bandenus and ribbons, with the words In
gold lettern, “Long llve the King and
Queen,”” distributed by the Princess Eliza-
beth. The royul etandard and union {ings
and the Britleh cylors from the ships were
displayed on the ground.

Country dances then commenced. The
first was led down by Lord Amelius Beau- |
clerk and the Princess Avgustin,  The secs r
ond by the Duke of Cumberland and Prin-
The third by Prisce Adol-
phus and Prinesss Mary.

It was an remurkahle fine day, which
added to the p sure of the scene. At 6
o'clock the ro family returned to the
lodge, aod afterwarnd vigited the theatre.—
London Times of August 1, 1501, |

THOUGHT CERVERA ESCAPED.

People nt Sastingo Rejoiced for a
Whole Iiay Over It
Curiously enough, the Spanish military
and naval suthorities ln Bantingo belleved
all during the day of the battle, when
Schley destroyed thelr fect, that Admiral
Cervern had escuped with his ships. The
whole clty was given to reloicing over the
ry until about sunset, when the news
of the tragedy became known. The Bue
reau of Naval Intelligence has recently
: the dlary of Lirutenant Mul-

ingd

cess 1l h.

tollowing account of the battle as it ap- |

in who olty
*The day
onlm perfect

wns most beautiful and the
Therefore, the smoke, far

we could see perfectly that the
smoke from the firing formed four groups,
mare or less distant from each other, But
what group did our fleet form? If the one |
furthest to the wenst, then no doubit it was
not surrcundsd and had the open pea Lie-
fore It, and that was o great advantage.
If on the contrary, It formed the second
or thind, then it wans betwesn two fires,

“"Later on it war notiow] that the fir-
Ing was &t a greater distance and de-
crensed in intensity, and that the col-
umns of smoke were moving further to
the west. Had they succeeded in escap-
Ing and cutwitting the hostile fleet? For
the prescnt one thing was certnln—our
ships had not gene down In the eutrance
of thu harbor nor even closs to #t, and
that wmas of great impentance, for the
Im-
aglne our joy when the Morro advised us
by telephote that our fleet was fighting
in wing formation, anil that the enemy
did not have the range. Evidently the
age of miracies was not over. 1 will not
attempt to describe what we folt that
day—we ot Santingo who have the hon-
or of belonging to the navy.

“I still had my horse at my dsposal,
and as 1 remembered the anxlety in
which 1 had left Mr. Hustamente and his
delicate state of health, | hastened to
bring bim the good news, which I thought
would do him a great deal of good. When
I arrived he knew [t alrendy, as did every-
one €lse In Santiago. It had spread nl)
over the elty. [ found him radiant with
salisfaction. -

“1 may safély say that the 34 of July
was a day of true rejoleing, for, as will
be seen later, when | relate the events
of the day, 1t was belleved that our
ships had accomplished their object. ul-
though at the cost of the destroyers, the
loss of which was already known. And,
although we felt very sad over the vie-
tims there must have been, the remilt on
the whal: was so brilllant that it sur-

ed all reasonable expectations.*

It wax not untfl 6 o'clock that evening
that the Spaniards awoke from their
dream. Miguel Lopes, the pllot of Adml-
ral Cervera's ship, arrived In the ity
with the full news of the ruin of the en-
tire Bpanish fleet. *““What a horrible con-
trust! What a sald awakenlng, writes
Lieutenant Tejeiro.—Baltimore Ameri-
can.

! Bob did.

i him to make o mistalke,
ter night about eight yeurs ago Bob

| going on In Congress,

| retury opened the door,

| clone

An Eventful Career Extending

Over a Period of Thirty Years

A Remnarknbly Intellicent Anlmnal
Whe Was Pleased When Great Men
Rode Hehind Him — A Winter
Night's Expericence In a Snowstorm

the oldest and best-loved oab
Washingte wis known

“Fob,™

horse in

who

during his long and eventful eareor al
the Capita] by many statesmen, Is dead
The wear nmi te night trips

gl wenther

virdl too much

over asphall stresis
and bad, usually bad, pr
for him. He quietly Jall down and died,

and presumably departed o a land
where Hfe will be ane quiet pasture,
and where the clang of the elsctric car

shnll noe more disturb him.

“He wix a good horse"” sald Jerry
Cobb, who o 1 him for ten years
“He eould do the trip from Columbin

il in ghty quick

everybods

Helghts to the Caj
time, and he's carried aln
in his life, too, from Senators to just
Common ordinary members of Con-

greas, It always seemed 1o me that
Bob could tell how Imporiant & man

was the minute he got into the cab, If
the ‘fare’ a swell, Bob would pric
up his enrs, and hold his neck high, ar
let his legs out In great style. He
ways did a little extra for a Senator,
He liked Senntors belter thin
anybody, and neveér coamplal sed if he
had to go to Georgetown, Just so he hod
a big man inslde. How could he com-

was

plain? Why, just the same as you
would., Bob oould tell me when he was
mad, and I never misunderstood him,

elther, when he let me koow he didn't
like the way things were going.

“Just before Bob died we carvled a
fare oul on Fourteenth Street. He had
lots of money, too, and wag dresse] ke
a sweil, but Bob knew the difference,
as well as 1 did, and he fu «d all the
way out. He knew that the fare was
only a merchant. Bob never took any
stock In anybody unless he wus impar-
tant. Whenever we had just some or-
dinary clerk or business man Bob al-
ways got ‘chesty,” and when he was
cranky, he was the most contrary horse
in Washington,

“Bob could tell a Government official
as far as he could =see him, and it didn't
muke nny difference how the man was
dressed. Bob didn't go much by clothes,
He had some other way to find out
things about people, and [ never knew
One cold win-

and I were hugging the protected side
of the Avenue on the way up town. It
was snowing hard—one of those bitter,
plercing nights that sometimes happeén
in Washington. Bob was breasting
through the drifts, with hi= head down,
fighting the storm. I had my hat pull-
ed down over my eyes, and at first 1
didn't see the man who called to me to
stop. But BHob did, and he halted, just
as though I had told him to. I knew
then that the fare must be & swell,
though he wasn't dressed particular,
because Bob had never been wrong In
sliing up folks,

“Do you know who that man was?
Well, 1 wan't tell you; but he was a
United Stntes Senator, and o mighty big
one, too, He had come out of one of
the big Avenue hotels. We drove up
town to one of the finest residences In
the city, and I always supposed that
what went on in that house that night
had a lot to do with some of the things
There were im-
purtant times then. The man who llv-
ed in the house where we went that
night was——well, he wasn't exactly a
Senantor, but he had been. He was the
Secretury of— but 1 can't t=ll you his
name. | noever heve ialked about any

like It—if he was alive,
“The Senator stayed there for about

r

| of my fares, and besides Bob wouldu't |

ymfartalile coal, that he might wel-
me hix sister's “onif child. Buot  the
voung man falled 'to come. After walt-
ing Ul the last passenger had disappeared
the oll man drove away, disappointed.
The book agent anteped Into the drn-
matis personne early the next morning.
Looking over the -top riil of the barn-
vard gate he ealledy “Hello, uncle,”
The ¢t kK ngrnt never got such n re-
ception before in gl his life. The farm-
ng the gute wide open, selzed the
it's hand, and  pressed a whiskered

kiz= on the Ironclad choek.
Say, this must be heaven,” murmured
the agent, following the farmer loto the

house and explaining that everybody at
home was as well as could be expected.
Not (il the agent was full of a bolled
duner and attempted to sell a book did

the farmer  begin to see o dim  ilght
Clinrged with Impersonsting the missing
nephew, the ngent explained that he

grected all elderly strungers as “‘uncle”
thut he oven hnd a few nlmost real ones

in Bouth Clark Street In Chicago.
When last seen by the farmer the agent
wns still running, and when the real

nephew docs come We may find an ¢lee-
trie current in the latch string. —Chicago
Tribune.

BEAR NATURE.

Anties of Three Specimens
on a Hot Sunday,

It Was so hot Sunday afternoon that the
big bear in the sccond cage at the City
Park had the heat grins. He sat In the
coolest place In the den, and surveyed his
brethren in the next eage, who lkewlse
were grinniig vacantly at the crowd of
Sunday folk, the breathless, leafy bal-
confes of the cottonwoods and the drive-
way=, hot and white as though strewn
with ashes {rom an oven.

Now tha big bear has two cage mates,
youthful, callow, foolish louts, to whom
o o 15 master admonlsher, Usually he
watehes thelr rough, clumsy gambols,
and coarse practical jokings with a half-
open oye, and an expression which means
“eubs will be cubg” On this dayr, how-
ever, his grin Indleated that any foolish-
ness would be punished with a vigor and
foree that would shake the cage like an
earthquanke. And a Babbath-like calm en-
sued In the cuge, broken only now and
then by the deep breathing of the fur-
couted giunts In the next cuge. The big
bear fell asfhop by desrees.

The two voung bears immediately hegan
to pluy softly. It was cuffs and worry,
but softly, oh, very softly. One could
hardly henr a sound save the clicking of
thelr claws on the floor as they fought
fraternally and with a wary eye for the
companion admonisher. They scuffled
over near the water vat and with soft
coughs and grunts and smothered merri-
mont one went in haad over heels with a
subdued spinsh and the other fell a-top.
it was done very quietly, but the big bear
awoke. He was in & viclous humor, as
was shown by the way he slapped at a
fly. The bear on top saw that something
must be done. He knew If the companion
admoniak hould pect that his rest
had been broken by -him snd his compan-
fon it would mean & licking for both. He
realized that If his companion wshould
emerge spluttering and grunting the facts
would be too evident. Bo he determined
that his companion should not come to
the surface.

He calmly sat on the other bear's head
and nssumed @& nonebalant look. The
under bear didn’t understand matters at
nil. He didn't mind #ta;ing under water
a Mtttle while in fun, but when It came to
belng held there indefinitely he protested.
He did It with tecth and claws and with
growing indignation. The bear on top
found it dfcult 1o malntaln his S8abbath-
calm oxpression with  the under bear
chewing his foot, but he feared the watch-
ful +ye¢ of the companion admonisher.

The protests from beneath the surface
of the wate: were growing more violent.
The water heaved and splashed. The
bear on top was shaken with emotions.
Ha rocked, shook, and quivered like an
Indian lodge in the wind.

A moment later the companion admon-
tsher was on top of him, like a blg brown,
furry whirlwind. The upper bear had
winced and the companion koew there
was #omething wrong. Hecuffed the upper
bear about the ears and he fled with howls
uf paln, The under bear, well-nigh drown-
ed, moved a limp paw above the “vater,
ond the admonister drew him from the
depths, n sonked, drenched, breathless
thing. While he cuffed him back to sen-
sibiiity, the other bear whined and cried

Funny

an hour, while Bob and 1 walted out- | as though greatly penitent for his mla-

side, obeying orders. Then he came | dovds

put, and the Secretary of the—the Sec-
retary, he was with him. The Senantor
came around to the box, while the Sec-
and told me
whure he wanted to go, The wind wag
blowing so bard 1 could hardly hear
him. The Senator put hils mouth right
w my ear and falrly shouted.
Then I neard him, and say, I nearly fell
olf the bux, 1 was so surprised. Then
the SBecretury and the Senator got in
Lthe cab, and 1 tell you Bob muade good
speesd.  You ses, Bob tumbled thiat there
wius something tmportant doing before
1 didl, He knew Just as well who was
inslde as if he had been o humuan,

“If I told you where we went thut
night you wouldn't believe me, sal won't
tell you. We drove up to the house,
and found it black as a stove. There
wasn't i light in the plawe, The Sepa-
lll;r he Just jumped out and started up
the
knes The Senator was @ short man,
nfivhow und he was nearly snowed un-
der. The Becretary he got out too, but
he took his time, and the Senator
rung the bell a dozen t i before he
gol up on the stgop. I'd have thought
sure they would never have gol into
that house if 1T hadn't known who Lhey

ir

were, and 1 owasn't much surprised
when the door opened The Senntor
and the Secretary went in, and in Jess

thme than it takes me to tell about it
they were upstalrs right in the——but 1
| can't tell you whagse house It was, Any-
huw, they were in his bedroom, saw
thelr rellsctions on the cu ins

“They must have stuy thére for
three-gquarters of an hour, and Hob and
I nearly froze to death Then  they
came out, and ¢ enrried them baeck
home, the =eor Aty up W where he

Hyved and the ittor back to his hotel
I never did hear what it was all about,
I guess If 1 bad read the papers I'd
have found out.
was something dolng thers.,

“And Bob knew it He knew It hefore
I did. He was the hapolest borse vou

ever saw. No, Bob didn't get slck on
that -account. That was eight years
ago. 1 guess Bob carrled more than

o swells, Including Senators and Cabi-
neet offlcers, and Members of Congress
slnee then.

“In those days Dob was a swell-look-
ing horse. He conld hold his head up
with the best of them, and he came from
blooded stock, too, Bob did. At lenst
I heard so. When T got him 1 bousht
Bim cheap. They sadd he couldn’t live,
but he did, and Hyved to be pearly thie-
ty, tno. Yeos, sir; that was Hob's age
when he died  Thirty yenrs old, and he
knew everybody worth knowing in
Washington, Bob didn't tell 'em by thelr
clothes either. He knew a gentleman by
instinet. If you stay In this business It
don’t take long to find out that Sen-
tors are not always the best dressed
men.  Sometlmes, though, gentlemen
dress llke swells, but they don't have
too." :

Book Agent Ia Luck.

There I8 a farmer llving just north of
Evanston and a book agent somewhere
in the cosmaopolitan  denert of Chicago,
ench of whor feels that he is a vietim
of u eruel clrcumstance,

Last week the farmer had & note from
u nephew to say that the boy would visit
the farm on Thursday. Uncle and neph-
ow had not met for fiftecn genrs, and the
old man drove to the statlon In his most

| admonisher knows that the

gteps with the snow up around his |

had |

| Yittle fishing t

Half an hour later the haif-
drowned bruln was well and fighting
again., Hut you will now rarely ever see
cither of them in that vat. And It is
anly whin the big feliow fs not watching
that they dare take a dip.

The ordinary park visitor may think
thut this s only hot-weather selfishness
that mukes the bear net so. But the keep-
or knows thnt it Is because the companion
ona aimoest
drowned the other, and so he will aot Jet
cither get In there If he can help it, and
he usually can.—Denver Post,

TOWED ASHORE BY A EISH.

Lively Black Bass Proves a Boon to
This Angler.

“You may call BHack bass wormy and
say that they are not fit for white men to
it Mr, Bingwater was saylng earnestly,
yut just the =ame I want you to under-
stind that they are about the gamiest fish
that swims, and If |t hadn't been far one
of them | would not be here smoking clgn-
rettes today. Hereafter 1% stand for the
Bluek bass und all their shortcomings. It
happencd this way.

“Ome afternc airly In the week T got
the craze and ove out to Pushnw on a
All by my lonesome. 1
had my fish basket and my tomato can
full of warms and an old rod which 1
pleked up somewhere about the house and
I made up my mind that if there was any

fun to be gotten out of basa fshing T
would get It. 1 chartered an old flat-bot-
tomed punt, the cleanest one which 1

could discover in the vicinity, and then 1
sturted out. T rowed like one of the Penn-
sylvanin onremen at Henley untll 1 came
over near the polnt of Deollar Island and
then 1 let down the anchor and began to
fish

It was but the work of two or three
minutes to put my rod together, balt the

| hook with 5 worm and thraw It overbonrd.

Anvhow, I'll bet there |

| bottom.

After thut I wailted. I happened to have
brought a ke pocket edition of Kipling
with me and for the next ten minures |
wis deep In the story of the Gadsbys,
Aa 1 was in the midst of the most exciting
part 1 got o bite.

I don't suppose that there s need to
may anything further in this connection
I played that bass whh the I of &

master and some five minuies r he
wias topplng and gasping for | h in
the stérn sheels. As took the u Off

the hook and flung him in the t
the boat | made n disagrecable discovery.
My punt was lsaking badly and thers was
vdy qulte three ihches of water In the
Moreover, It was  pouring in
with grester ropldity dévery mjnute. It
wan only # question of time before the
craft would be swnmped. As | can't swim
a ptroke, it didn't strike me that the sit-
untinn was a iculariy pleasant one.
I dectded s my line in onee maore
just for luck yway and the hook had
no more than disappeared beneath the
rurface before I was selzed by a huge
bass, wha sturted off towanrd shore, pull-
Ing like 8 mopgul locomotive. The waler
was rising rapidly and | was getting des-
perite, when | happened to reallze that
here was my chanee. 1 quickly made one
emd of the ling fast to 4 thwart and,
seizing the onrs, 1 helped my friomnd the

e

bass with all the strength that was In
me. At last we renched the beach end
mafety.

“The bass who so fortunalely took my
bait s still sawimming In the clear, cool
depthis of Pushaw. 1 decided that one
mood turn deserved another apd [ cdre-
fully removed the hook and tossed him

ck."’
When Mr. Bingwater finished an awed
hush fell upon the party and for several
minutes no one spoke.
“Why dido't you bail the bost out?
Asked Httle reddie  flnally.—Hingor
Times.
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TRAFFIC IN EXPLOSIVES
s s i P

How to Dispose of Them In an Dif.
fienlt Problem—A Boston Man Who
Hax Had Many Narrow Eseapes
Helates Some of His Expericaces,

,Thore ure scores of men about Boston
whe handle every day enough dynamile
to blow themselves and their immediate
neighborhood Into the adjeining States,
and yet an explosion s so mmre that It is
almost & curlosity. They are expert dy-
namite handiers, and have become well
versed n the vagaries and the uncerinin-
Ltits of that powerfil and mysterious sub-
sinnce,.”

Mr. Anton Colman, a veteran dynamite
man, is resocnsible for that statement
und It i tor by the numerous
contrnectors who are using the glant ex-
plosive abont the city. .

Out in Roxbury on the many ledges
that ure hwing blasted away to make
room for Fulldings or to put a lot of slone
on the mirket the dynamite handler is
most frequently found; he nhounds, how-
ever, in Prookline and parts of Brighton
and some few places in Dorchester. He
Iz generally an Amerlcan, well advanced
in e, full of experience in blasts and
blasting, and brought up, one might say,
on dynamite, He has handled it for years
and perhape gingerly cared for its ancos-
tor and progeditor, the savage nitrogly-
cerin,

Mr. Colman ls perhaps one of the old-
est of all the old-timers and has been
loeking after high explosives for Lthe past
twenty-five or thirty years; he has been
on most of the big jobs in Mnassachusetis
and In many parts of New England and
has had many hairbreadth escapes and
exeiting adventures. He wis on  the
Hoosae tounel work for some time and
has secn serviee in many important ex-
cavitions and cuttings.

Mr. Colman is about seventy years oid,
and was bo > in Maine. He spent the
carly pirt of his life workipg on  hia
uncle’s farm near lisbon, but jeft it when
he was a young man to come to Hoston
to make n Uving. He drifted about
through many différent occupations until
he finally got & job with a contructor who
wis binsting an old guarry down near
Providence and served with him tn many
capacities. He went to the war and on
his return went back to contracting, and
for a time be was In business for himseif
and did some important work around the
clty.

“"Dynamite and the blasting powder
which we have today Is much different
from what it ussd to be in the days when
T first started In the business,” sald Mr.
Colmoan, "“and I am not as well posted
on everything as I might like to be, but
thers are some things gbout handling
powder that when a man learns them
once he naver forgets them as long as he
lives, and no matter what kind of pow-
der Is used or how much the style changes
It i# all the same, they will still be care-
ful and watch their business mighty closa.
Of course, of all the explusives nitrogle-
cerin 1s the most dangerous and the
hardest to get along with. It has as many
moods and Is as hard to manage some-
timea as the spolled child or & woman
who wants her own woy.

T never got over my great respect for
this explosive, and even today I treat It
with every defersnce, and will be as
gentle and penceful in its presonce as
any tyro. A man can nover gel any ex-
perience In handling nitrogivcerin: the
more he handles It the less he Is lable
to know about it. For he realizes more
and more how uncertain it is,

“Why, even the Kkigs that nliroglycer-
In comes In are white elephants on a
man’'s hands, for they are mighty bard
to get rid of, I tell you, The wood has
been so thorcughly saturated with the
stuff that it ¢annot be burned and can-
not be broken up, and they can't be left
Iying round loose, for some one is sure to
come along who does not know anything
about them and bang something Into
them and off goes the roof.

“I remember & fellow out In the west-
ern part of the State severnl years ago,
who came along with a hammer In his
hand, He sat down om an empty nitro-
glycerin kag and playrully amused him-
s«if by tapping the staves with his ham-
mer. 1 saw him and ran to a safe placs
and tried my best to warn him by shout-
Ing, but it was no use; the keg finally
blew up with a loud report, and the poor
fellow Hngered in the bhospital about two
weeka before he died,

“I am even moare afrald of these empty
nitroglycerin kegs than I am of the ex-
plosive lt=zelf or of any other kinds of
powder or, dynamite. You can always tell
when to be careful when the real stuff iy
arvund, but If some one happens to leave
an empty Keg or barrel In the way you
might not know It until you had dropped
a crowbur or & =ledge-hammer Into it or
tipped it over and then, after you found
it out, you would be in no condition to tell
uny oneé of your discovery.

“The only way to get rid of those
empty Kega or barrels Is to take them out
into an open fleld and fire & plstol at them
from a sufe distance, nnd even that
sometimes Is not an undertaking that I
would ndvise a person to try, for 1 re-
member a case of a fellow who went out
with three kegs, and Instend of placing
them nide by slde and letting one shot
do the business, | guess he was anxious
to ses them blow up one by ane, for he
placed the first keg and left the other two
on the team.

“He fired his gun and the bullet J4id
what was expected of it, but the keg ex-
ploded with such terrific force that the
man was horrilled when the concussjon
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caused  the two remalning kegs on his
team o follow sult immediately, killing
hi= horses, wr Ing his wagon complete-

Iy, while he himacll received o splinter in
his face that ruined the sight of one eye
After that Iif he ever went out I am sure
he was more onreful

“I huve known of a fellow who lost his
foot by the explosion of & drop of the ter-
rible stuff, and another man who lost his
hand by suddenly hitting a board on
which a can of nitro had rested and a
drup or two of the lguld ovzed out. It
{8 mighty bad stuff, and | am afrakl of
it, and if I Hye o be 200 1 will be more
afrald of It than ¢ver. Nowadays there
is mone of It used in New Eogland—not
n drop. It ls not necessary; we dd not
have the binsting that regquires it  Dy-
pnamite I8 amply sufflclent, and we do
fiot have to have The purest quality of
that, either; @ or & per cent s powerful
enough, snd o extreme cases we can
enll for 7 per cent mixture. Above that
we got in the de crous territory, and
the dynamite becomes had to hamlle

“Below 70 per cent there ls no safer ex-
le thun dynamite; that fs, take
it all around. You cannot set it off by
fire; you ean drop it with a pretty fair
assurapcs that it won't go off, but |
would not advise you to try it, and you
have to Wit it u shorp, dbiek Wow to ex-
plode it. Black powder und all other
Kinds of powder cannot live for a sepond
where there is fire, and this makes them
less desirable than dynamite, although
they eannot be exploded by concussion.

“pergonally 1 would rather have a gang
of men working near a ton of dynamite
than 100 pounds of powder, for it is hard
to keep them from smoking, and there
is no telling when o plek or a horse's hoof
Is going to seénd o spark fiving In some di-
rection or mnother. And as for naphtha
ar gaselene. 1 would almost as soon have
the pure nitro knocking about me, and 1
do not hesitate to say that dynamite Is
In & class of explogives all by Ttself when
eompared to thess two Insidious mixtures,

plosive ma

¥ou cannot tell where the nuphthn gac Is
furking: It is like a snake, anid may be
colled at your feet all ready to strike
when you atep on it, Dynamite, or even
nitro, 1s something tangible; if you wee
a keg or a stiek af either of these and
wish to avald them all ¥ou have to do 1s
to walk the other way, but you can tell
nothing ahout the naphtha.

“I knew a promising young chap who
came to work with me out In Long-
meadow, near Springfield, and who was
as good A man as you ecould want to have
around vou, Weil, he had the most rellgl-
ous horrer of dynamite for the frst year
that you ever saw, and after that he got
carclesx. Well, one day he put several
stickwof it In a tool box for safe keoping
for a few hours and forgot all about It
and the consequonce was that when the
laborers came home from work they
chucked their things Imnto the box and
thers was & tremendous sxplosion. Two
men were Rilled und three cthers Injured
for life. The voung fellow lost his job
and guve up the dynamite bunineéss for
ol

“In Boston all high explosives are kept
on ships down the harsor, and no sup-
pliea nre landed excopt as they are want-
ed by the controctors. A man sends in
his orders for two or sometimes three
days” supply at a time, and the stuff is
procured for him from the atorage in the
harbor, It Is brought over In a small
baat, and shipped across the eity, In an

| express team, and when it reaches the job
is kept in a place capecially designed for

it, usually unknown to any one and in-
accesslble, The number of pounds al-
lowed to be trangported without a special
permission is about sixty. When it Is de-
sired (o send more than that across the
city the fire department has to be noti-
fied und & man is generally designated to
g0 wiih the team and see that the proper
ciare Is taken. He rides to the eity limits
only. This la a formulity and s done be-
cause [t 18 required by law.

“In shipping the stuff to Boston great
care l8 exercised. The milroads from
New Yark will not handle it only on cor-
taln conditions, nnd charge n good price
for moving it; In fact, an exorbitant price,
for it Is ax snfé as many things thgy taks
abonrd their cars, and there s n record
of several collisions in which a whole
curload of dynamits has been untouched
and unexpledeu by *he shock, although in
one case the car itself was knocked to
splinters, The stuff when sent by the
raliroad has to go as freight, for It is
strjetly agalnst the laws of nearly every
State Lo transport it on vehiclés where
passengers ride. The roads are exempt
from carrying it as common carriers and
many of them take advantage of this ex-
emption.

“The most of It comes, therefore, from
New York by salling vessels, and it is
innded directly onto tfo hulks in the har-
bor that recelve it for storage. 1 have
known cases, however, where a contrac-
tor was hard up for some of the stuff and
had to send a man to bring it to him In &
vallse. I made such a trip once from Bos-
ton to Springfeld. and 1 can tell you I
was uncomfortable. [ felt in my bones
that the thing was safe, but I knew dyna-
mite well enough to know that it cannot
be trusted, and | hatsd to take chinces
wilh it

TRAPPING THE TARANTULA
California Boys Capture the Ven-
. omons Insects for Sale.

Denth-Dealing Spiders Are Easily
Trained=Tanght te Take Filles
From the Hand-Mow They Are
Caged — Many Desperate Fights.

The most remarkable of all the strange
developments of lils In the Far West Is
the turantula industry in southern Call.
fornia. Just think of catching deadly in-
sects for sale on the market as cheaply
and almost as readily as one would gatbh-
er blackberries,

During the montha of July, August, and
Seplember the tarantulas take their an-
nual outing and Rold high carnival, for
then the onvironments of their under-
ground homes are dry and parched amd
they can crawl deitghtfully through a
wealth of adobe Yust and over mesas,
where crouch wenry groups of sage-
brush, cactus, and wold grasses, all op-
prossed by heat and grey with thiest.

The great sun looks down and smiles
on the promenading spiders, whils the
surfice of dry earth holds in Its pores
no puddies in which thoy may unexpect-
edly doune their halry legs, for they have
an intense aversion (o water, and to get
all ten legs wot at once would indeed ba
a ealamity.

They live almost exclosively in rough,
uneultivated aress, and seldom Intrude
their uncanny presence In ¢ity or town,
In dredging out their subterranean domes-
tic establishments they show a partiality
for adoba =oll, which ia black and eastly
manlpulated. There may be Intelligent
method in thelr selection of a home, for
the sofl In color corresponds with thelr
dusky hue, and they can prowl about with
less fear of being observed by thelr ene-
miea

During the tarantula season small boys
in ecoatton shirts and jumpers dot the foot-
hills and dry flelds Illke punetustion
miarks, intent upon capturing these dan-
Eerous Ligs. The trade paraphernalia of
these intrepld youths consists of th cans
and glass jurs with covers, & pail of water
and two long alender sticks that can be
usred as pinchers, with which to handie
the spiders.

Two tarantulas are never put Into tho
same receptacls, for when In captivity
they seem to have an invetersts antipa-
thy for ecach other and fight with the
most ferocious abandon, biting, scratch-
ing, and mutilating one another uatll both
contestants die in the fray.

An energ=tic and Industrious youngster
sometinmes reaps a substantinl Income
during the summer vacation by catehing
tarnntulns, which he sells to dealers i
curiositiea for 2 cents aplese.

It the boys do not discover their prey
running at large they hunt sbout for
promising-looking holes in the ground,
for the location of the tarantula Is always
indicated by a white sflken web that out-
lines the rim of the hole In which he
lives. If for any reason the spider aban-
dons his dwelling he removes the web
whan he takes his departure.

instead of knocking politely nt ths en-

“f remember there was o ¥ ster In
the seat In front of me, with his mother
and he leaned over and by degrees In-
velgled me Into some sort of a game. I
did not mind it, and as it amused the kid
I kept it up. Well, I turned my head for
a secopd to look out of the window and
you can Imagine my terror when I heard
a shriek and turned W time to see the
youngstur fall over the back of the seat
square onto the bag full of the dynamite
My heart stopped for a minute and I plek-
ed that child up so tenderly and with
such a concernsl look that Its mother
talked to me all the rest of the way. I
did not tell her what 1 had In the bag.

“Frogen dynamite is a bad thing. too.
The stuff can stand only & very little
cold, and becomes hard as a brick at
about 45 degrees, and ls uscless uniess It
can be thawed out. That Is to say, it Is
nearly always useless, for [ have known
soma bad explosions to eccur from fro-
zen dynamite, and there are some con-
tractors who will tell you that the frozen
stuff |s worse than any other kind, and
they are not aitogether wrong elther. 1
knew a chap who was more afrald of dy-
nemite than anyvthing else In the world,
much too afrald of it 1o work with it, for
he was always being made the victim
of some practical joke or other, and was
Rever at peacs.

“One of the men who was most prom-
inent In teasing him discovered a stick of
frozen dynamite one morning, and feign-
frig to be intoxjeated, Be got ino an al-
tercation with the timid man, and then
seemingly In the height of a drunken
frenzy, dushed the frozen stick on the
ground with an oath. The other fellow
fell ke n log, and was sick for a good
many days from fright, but thers was no
explosion. 1 saw that same chap who had
pluved the Joke drop a frozen stlek over
a ciiff one morning, and he was nearly
seared to death when & went off with o
terrific sound and threw fragments of
rock high in the alr. He becams deathly
pule when he realized how serious his
joke might have been, and was ever care-
ful thercafter how he fooled with high
cxplosives.—Boston Globe,

THE CAT CAME BACK.

Chloroformed and Baried, It Came
to Life nnd Escaped.

Remarkable vitallty possessed by a
family ¢éat has caussd great tribulation
in i famity Uving in the Berkshire Apart-
ments, at the southeast corner of Bighth
Avenue and 15th Strest, whose identlty,
however, Is kept a carefully guanded se-
cret by all concerned. A middle-aged
woman brought puss to Kinsman's drug
store, beneath the elevated rallroad sta-
tlon at that eorner, lite Saturday after-
noon, and told Manager Charles Bailey
that she ond her fumily were about to
start for the country, and wanted to
have it palnlessty destroyed. Its leg was
broken, she said, and apolication to thelr
friends haa proved  uat they couldnt give
it away. They didn't want to turn it out
into the streets, and doued the eficacy
of the methods of the Soclety for the
Prevention of Crueliy 'to Animals in such
canes, Mr. Balley entrusted the task to
Ernecst Richardson. the store boy, who
took the creaturs to the cellar and held a
chloroform scaked plece of cotton Lo Its
nostrils until it stretched out, apparently
deind.

Then he dropped the carciss o a rub-
bialy barrel. Soon after, tWo yYoung wo-
men, the duughters of the houschold,
came to the store with a neat paper box,
and told Mr. Halley that the cat had been
a great pet in the family, and they wers
determined not to go away without glving
it & deecent burial

The boy got the bhody, and they placcd
it 1 the boex, wrapped and tled [t neatly
and started to find a pretty place for a
grave. They came upon one in a cool
wook in Morningside Park, out of sight of
passing  policemen, and began to dig
quickly. Their labors were about half
done when there was a scratching aod
yowling within the improvised coffin, the
jid few off, and the cat darted away amid
the trees,

It was not seen again by those who
knew it until Sunday night, - when Mr
Balley wan golng home with his own dog.
Teddy, who I8 named because of his beau-
tiful teeth, and his big cat Dick, who al-
ways accompany him on his journeys to
and from the store, when he saw the eat
who ought to have been dead and buried,
witting on the base of the Hancock Statue,
at St Nicholas Avenue and IMeh Street,
sadly nursing its bruken limb. He tried
yesterduy to find its former owners, but
was told that they had already gone
away.,—New York Times.

trance of the spider's home for admit-
tance, lttle Bobby dumps fo & quantity
of cold water, giving Mr. and Mre Spi-
der an impromptu bath, quite upsetting
the equilibrium of thelr domestic affalrs,
and they rush out to discover the cause
of the disturbance, Thelr reception
above ground ls unpropitious, for they are
Immedintely grabbed by the pincers and
hustled unceremorilously into a tin, giamy
or wooden jall, there to awalt thelr doom

The Pasadenas artist who guides the
taractula (brough the process of taxider-
my evidently takes no heed of the old
Kentish proverb: “If you wish to Hwve .
average of 5000 bugs & year pass on lato
the vast unknown through a sea of gas-
olena and turpentine, in which this man
thrusts them.

Upon being suddenly thrown into this
ili-smelling bath, the tarantula’s &ston-
{shment and indignation ls great, his sen-
timents being expressed by lively move
ments of kis hairy body and demaoniag
zzintiilate from his eigdt u-

an unsympathetic worid, he gives a dis-
palring shudder and b

Chloroform is sometimes used to kill the
bugs, but is objectionable, because It
loosens the fuzy of the splder, which If
dropped on the hand' of the taxidermist
will sometimes couse an lrritation of the
skin. Long pincers are lavariably used
to handle the tarantulas, and under no
circeumstances are they touched with the
hands

The curing method is simple, only white
arsenic und cotton batting being used
After the embalming process, thelr legs,
which curl tight under them ig their death
struggle, are stretched out o natural
angles, being piangd Into position on &

sunshine. They are afterward libeled,

sold to tourists for twenty-five cents: 3

Sometimes the barbaric instincis of
taxidermist influence him to put half a
dozen splders on & table and watch them
lgbt. A tercible battle ensues, for the
wrath of the particlpants ls great, and
the weapons formidable. In preparing for
the attack they stand almost upright on
their four hind legs, open wide their
fangs until the mandibles protrude in &
atraight line from the face, then with all
the muscular force of which they are ca-
pable they launch themselves forward,
sinking the polson-iaden mandibies into
the fleah of the #=nemy. Every movement
expresses antagonism, violent, terrifle,
and Nually ail six are clutched together,
ferming a compuact ball Thinking the
proceedings have progressed far onough,
the taxidermist takes the ball In  his
pinehers aml precipitiites gl six spiders
into the turpentine-gasuiene combination,
where they dissolve partnership with one
another and with life.

When one tarsntuii bites anuther the
one Hiten acts Hke 2 borman being under
the influence af Hnuor, thing absolutely:
drunk. This is the first result Them
roines & nuikboess or paralytic condition
which often lasts for a week, during
which the spider Hves, but s unable to
move. At the end of that time he usually
dies.

A Hvely snnke of the garter varloty was
captured a ghort time ago and taken into
the taxidermist's shop, where a number
of tarantulns had just arrived. Belng cu-
rlous to learn the s=oclal relations be-
tween this snake and the tarantula aris-
tocricy, a great ?.I--mpuun aplder, whosa
avery black hair hristled with imperfous
fury, need on the table with the
showed the utmost confidence.
o shising curves In a ray of
that streamed across the table,
wdl inclined to indulge In a peace-
ful siesta
Bhe was 1 allowsd to rest, however,
for the tarnotuls, upon percelving her,
strode up and witli & mighty thrust bur-
led his fungw in her glittoring scales, She

was startled and partially stunned, but
struek sut nobly and wound her colls
nhout the cnemy. But he slid through
the encomphssing curves and continued
the fight thl, with a muscular
twitch, the snake lay dead.

In spite of this extensive trude in ven-
omous goods, no oue s known to have
been bitten, both boys and men takl
the greatest precautions.  In  Soutl
America this aplder |s most deadiy, the
apeclen in Mexico being almost equally
bl

Tarantulns sometimes lose a leg In
thelr encownters, and it 1s given out aa
an absolute fict by a man who has con-
trulied (he fuveity trade in Pasadena for
venrs, that a new leg will sprout out from
ihe old stomp, and the spider be made as
moidd as new.

Though the tarantulas are flierce and
combative amongst themselves, they ean
be tanmad, and wihen in captivity will take
ftes from the hund or dr
a lenf. Though they may be amiablb
they don't Lthrive undeér such treatment
and goon Me.—New Orlesns States.

card with black pins, and placed In the

and thrive, let & spider run alive,” for am  ~ o -

placed in small pasteboard boxes, amd =

=




