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National and an ¬extraordi-
narily large com
pany numbering

VXi people will present Nixon Zimme-
rmans

¬

production of George Ednnrdes
iRicst Lcndon Gaiety musical comedy hit

The Toreador for the first time in this
country at the National Theatre tomor-

row

¬

evening
The Tcreador was presented at the

Gaiety Theatre last June and made a tre ¬

mendous lilt Since then it has drawn the
largest audiences in the history of this
notably famous theatre which lias been

tlie scene of more musical Miccesses than
an other playhouse In the English me

tropolis The London critics since tse
premicr of the piece hate accorded The

Toreador most unstinted praise espe-

cially
¬

commending the book for the clev ¬

erness of its construction and the dctel
opmenl of Its humor praising the lyrics
for their witty lines and the music for its
fascinating brilliancy

Tlic Toreador Was written by six fa-

mous

¬

authors end composers all of whom

hate lecn Identified with the greates
Iondon musical successes cf the past six
or eight years notably the immediate
predecessors of The Toreador The
Mcsrnger Boy and San Toy James
Tanner and Harry NIcholls wrote the
book Adrian Ross and Percy Grecnbank
the lyrics and Iran Caryll and Lionel
Moncktcn the music

The Toreador is staged in two long
arts with scenes which represent the In-

terior
¬

of Mile Susans flower shop in the
Grand Hotel Biarritz a watering place
in franco cr tho hcre of the Mediter-
ranean

¬

and the plaza or market place of
ths Spanish town of Villaya distant about
forty miles While the story is mainly
of a humorous character very entertain ¬

ing sentimental Interests are woven Into
it together with a sub riot which greatly
strengthens lu Some of the situations
are serious but they are given a humor
fas aspect by ih way they aro played
The principal comedy Interest of course
centres In the character of Sammy Cvk
a young footman or tiger by
Trancis Wilson

The story of The Toreador relates
that Mrs Hopplngs a wealthy English
widow meets at Biarritz the noted Span ¬

ish bullfighter Carajolo She has been
most assiduously courted by Ictllfer an
animal dealer but notwithstanding this
she falls in love with the toreador and
consents to marry him When the piece
opens preparations are going on for the
wedding which is to occur the next day
After the wi dding Carajolo and his bride
plan to go to Villaya his native town
where he Is to celebrate Ilia honeymoon
and return by fighting eight fierce Texan
bulls provided for his especial benefit by
Pettifer

In the event Hut the bulls fall to kill
Carajolo Pettifer plans to force him tol
nglit a tiger hoping in this way to re-
move

¬

him from his path He therefore
advertises for one Sammy Glgg is in
Biarritz with his master and has fallen
in lote with Susan who runs the flower
shop Pettifers advertisement strikes his
ese and be throws up his position and
applies to the animal dealer for the place
Indicated by the advertisement The foot-
man

¬

believes he possesses all the fighting
disposition a tiger should hate He is
much dismayed when be finds tliat a real
royal Bengal of the man eating type Is
Ranted and seeks consolation from Su-
san

¬

The sub plot here introduces Dora Scl
by a rich joung girl on her way to
Villaya to see her guardian Nancy Staun-
ton

¬

Mrs Hoppings niece her friend ac ¬

companies her Augustus Traill the son
or Doras trustee and Sir Archibald
Slacken a young Englishman who res-
cued

¬

Nancy from a hotel lire In Dresden
xind vrho fell In love with her but who
1fjs not seen her since that exciting
ctent are to meet Uicra in Villain Dora
receives a letter from her guardian in
whkh he states that he will send his son
Augustus to meet her at Biarritz to es¬

cort her to Villaya He hopes the young
man will favorably Impress her Believ ¬

ing Augustus a fortune hunter Dora ar-
ranges

¬

a scheme with Nancy to Imper-
sonate

¬

a joung man and to pretend to be
her newly wedded husband Mr Robin
ton The part of Jiancy will be played
by --the well known young singing co ¬

medienne Christie MacDonald and in It
phe will make her first appearance In
boys clothes

At this Juncture of the story Teresa
a former sweetheart of Carajolo arrives i
xrom Mllaya in searcii of Iilm Moreno
a Carllst conspirator has arrived ahead
of her and informs Carajolo of her com ¬

ing and teat lie has been chosen lo lead
a Carllst revolution lo be precipitated
by the coming bullfight Carajolo at ¬

tempts to avoid Theresa but she finds him
and denounces him for his falsity lo the
cause and to her she bavins been engaged
to him Pettifer draws Mrs Hopplngs
to the seme and she overhcrs the con ¬

versation She renounces Carajolo
throwing at his feet in disgust tho pass ¬

port they were to use to enter Spain tho
next day Teresa secures this Sammy
Glgg mentions that ho Is going to Vil-
laya

¬

to return to the service nt his old
master As she will he unable to cress
tb- - line Into Spain on the passport

Teresa begs Sammy Glgg
to co with her This he consents to do
a complication here arising translating
the etory and tho nrlncjnal charnrtn
wllb the exception of Carajolo to Villaya
in inc sccana act samny Glgg and

Teresa arrive in Villaya The bullfighter
lias not been In the town since his youth
and Gleg traveling on a passport forCarajolo and wife is Immdlately taken
for the bullfighter honored by tho Gov-
ernor

¬

feasted by the men and feted and
Liwid by he ladles and finds himself ina position despite his expostulations that
he Is not the toreador wherp ho Is ex ¬

pected lo fight eight bulls and lead a
Carllst uprising

These comical complications follow In
rapid succession till Glgg Is called to
appear in the arena In a gorgeously dec ¬

orated bullfighters costume presented to
him tbrcush the generosity of the popu- -

BEHIND

llMr
late He Is Dnlv saved from Ills ludicrous-
ly

¬

perilous situation by the arrival on tlic
rrene of the real Carajolo who comes to
Villaya drawn by a telegram from Teresa
tent in Sirs Mappings name saying thai
nil was forgitcu He extricates little
Glgg from his difficulties by taking Ills
Ilace In the arena

I Tlic story is brought lo a happy termi-
nation

¬

ty the straightening out of the
pcnllracntal tangles of Mrs Hopping nnd
Prltifcr Augustus Traill and Dora Sir
Archibald and Nancy nnd by Simmy Glgg

inning the somewhat coy Susan vho has
I followed him from Villaya to Keep him

cut of Jrouble with tho result of being
herself drawn into the whirl of comicali
ties

The company will include Francis Wil
ron Meltillc Kills William nialsdell Jo-
seph

¬

Coyne Robert A Evans Edward
lore W II Tbojipson William Urod

crick Joseph C Ft Harry Wallace
Oeorpo Hull Adcle Ktlrhlc Qiiecnle Vns
sar Alaudo Raymond Christie MacDonald
Jennlo Hawlej Sjltla Lisle Sadie Peters
Marjorie Itclyea lind oer 100 others

rrnncis I I

played

I

ii

t

Tlicrc Is fun all

Coliinibia thc iluc ln ry
Qiillcr the suc
cessful De Koten

and Smith comic orcra which Is cow In
Its second season under tho direction of
Klaw If Erlanrer It will be teen for the
third engagement In Washington as this
weeks offering at the Columbia

The plot opens with thc arrival or a
joung sailor who has been promised the
hand of his sweetheart if he can scrape
up 1000 He sates thc amount out of
his wages of 3 a month a singe miracle
which Is seldom duplicated tn modern life
Tlie sailor has the whole sum In his test
pocket when he meets a strolling com-

pany
¬

of actors of whom ne a Jjpancsc
dwarf is a kleptomaniac The dwarf
promptly steals the lots wealth

It is then that thc famous detective
foxy Quillcr is called in and In hU

Sherlock Holmes deductions there aro
opportunities for all kinds of fun Quillcr
goes to Corsica ln search of tho thief
and while in that country Is engaged by a
Corsican lo spy upon his enemies with
whom he has a vendetta Then Poxy
Quiller Is In his glory for between the
robbery and the tendctta there arc clues
enough to sleek a round dozen detective
agencies and still have a handsome sur-

plus
¬

to exrort And so the fun comes
fast and furious and big Jerome Sjkcs
as the detective keeps the audience in
laughter during all thc time he is on the
stage

Tho music of tho ocra Is written In
Mr De Kovcns best style In placing
the scenes of thc piece ln two countries
so dissimilar he has been given an ex-

cellent
¬

opportunity to Illustrate the dif¬

ference in the musical styles In the first
act are lo te found the English folk
songs and riuch Choral work of the high-
est

¬

class wnlle In thc succeeding two
acts the theme is in a lighter vein thc
music of Italy bright tuneful and rich
In color effects

Besides Mr Sykes the company will In-

clude
¬

tho - follcwlng Julius Stclger
Adolpb Zinlt the lllllputian comedian
Harry McDonough Louis Casavant
Arthur T earnest Eleanor Kent Graco
Cameron Lilian Seville Marian Bent
Marie Christie Almla forrest and others
and a chorus ot sixty

There will te a special raalincc New
Year Day

If It be true Uuit

CliaSeS theatregoers like to
I be thrilled then

Chases this week
should be thc cynosure of all eyes the
Mecca for all footsteps Keiths original
and only Cycle Track Sensation Is tho
novel feature by which it is promised
hitherto unknown degrees of thrill will
be brought within cognizance of sensibil-
ity

¬

The Cycle Sensation is nothing
mere nor less than three very fast riders
whirling Inside a funnel shaped stage
trackacd maintaining half the time an al-

most
¬

upside down position ln which they
are held by centrifugal force alone Its
only another of the wonders of tlie twen ¬

tieth rentury and It shows how man
little by little subdues everything and
brings it Into his dominion for one pur-

pose
¬

or another Like most other ex-

ceptionally
¬

novel attractions ln this
sphere ot amusement it was originated
abroad and Mr feibcr the foreign
agent of the Kcith Chaso theatres se-

cured
¬

It for his principals T o weeks
ago it was put en at Keiths New Yorl
and proved a success beyond the most
ardent expectation of thc producers

Thc second feature will be supplied by
those well known vaudcvilllans thc Rus-
sell

¬

Brothers who rank among tho lead-
ers

¬

although this will be their first ap-
pearance

¬

at Chases They will present
their remarkable dialect specialty The
Irish Servant Girls In which delinea-
tion

¬

they have noter been equaled Until
recently they starred In Sweet Marie
under the management of Oscar Hammer
stein

The remainder of the bill will Include
Charles Wayne and Anna Caldwell in
the amusing comedietta A Book Detec ¬

tive which affords twenty minutes of
refreshing laughter Mayme Gehrue late-
ly

¬

vith Weber fields will give a
dancing specialty that should be pleasing
Tho comedy stars Edward M faor and
Edith Sinclair will bo ccen in their new
farcical success The Maguires Mar
Carct Ajhton tho singer and character
change artist who has the nom de the-
atre

¬

of tho fiirl of quality and Scott
and Judge the acrobatic farmer and thc
athlete will bo the remaining arts on
thc bill

Wormwoods monkey circus numbering
forty of these funny animals will be a
feature of tho Mil that should prove es-

pecially
¬

interesting to the young folk
Chases regular matinee prices will not
be advaacod on New Year Day

Lafayette
The revival of

Pincro3 com ¬

edy S w c e t
Latendcr by

the Bellows stock company at thc Laray
ctlc this week should prove one of the
best things this company has yet ghen
Although Sweet Lavender was one of
Plncros earliest efforts it will doubtless
always rank nB one ot his best In story
theme and plot the play is entirely dis-

similar
¬

from his more recent contribu-
tions

¬

to slaco literature There is noth-
ing

¬

suggrstho in It Us humor Is puro
and wholcsomo and though essentially a
comedy It tells a slrong dramatic story
which mslnlalns the Interest from tho be ¬

ginning to the end Its character sketches
arc particularly effective

Thc title role ln Sweet Lavender has
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always been considered one of tlie best
Ingenue parts eter written and It will be
particularly pleasing to the admirers of

Antoinette Walker lo know that Mr Bel-

lows

¬

has selected her for the role Dur-

ing

¬

thc piesent stock season at the Lafay-

ette
¬

Miss Walker has done her share of
the work exceptionally well She has not
only placd exery part assigned her In a
most pleasing manner but she has always
ghen promise oT ecn belter fhingii

Two important engagements hate been
made by Mr Bellows by which tie scr

Ices of William Redmund nnd Mrs
Thomas Barry have been secured as per
inncnt members of the stock company
They will both make their first nppenr--inc- c

ns such in Sweet Laendcr Mr
Rnlmund is one of the best actors in the
country his work with Alexander Salvlnl
and other prominent stars hating made
him too well known to the amusement
public to require any extended Introduc-
tion

¬

Mrs Barry is one of the moU pains-

taking
¬

of American actresses and in cer-

tain
¬

parts has few if any superiors She
starred for a number of years with her
late husband Thomas Barry and shared
with him the great success which was his
for so many sears

There will be the usual matinee per-

formances
¬

on Wednesday and Saturday
At the Saturday matinee ccry lady at ¬

tending will be preBcnted with h large
autographed picture of Lillian Lswrencc
thc leading lady of the Bellows organiza-
tion

¬

Academy
Another war play

Winchester will
be the attraction at
the sendemy lbi3

week Tliis Is its first visit to Washing-

ton

¬

and it will no doubt give thc best
of satisfaction to the patrons of this
popular playhouse It is a very interest ¬

ing story ot another Confederate maiden
who falls in love with a federal oITicer

Tho first public production of Winches-

ter
¬

was given at tlie American Theatre
New York last winter and was very suc-

cessful

¬

The plot hinges upon lesson3 ln telegra-
phy

¬

given a Virginia girl by a Massa-
chusetts

¬

man when he Is a prisoner and
convalescing from his illness through
which she has nursed him The knowledge

thus gained sho later utilizes for her
struggling people by tapplns the wire
running above her house between Win ¬

chester and Kernstown She thus gains
knowledge of the plans of movements In
tended for th9 branches of the Nurthcrn
army camped at these points and gives
the information to her brother a captain
ln the Southern forces

It appears that the girls lover Major
Kearney Is not liked within his own
ranks and those who find out the girls
ruse keep silent In thc hope of shifting
thc blame on Kearney and thus proving
him a traitor This is done and Kearney
is sentenced lo be hanged To savo her
lover the girl procures a pass through the
lines hurries lo Kernstown and confesses
She secures her lovers pardon and rides
back to reach him before the execution is
accomplished She arrives In the nick of
time after running the gauntlet of bullets
and shooting the villain from his hors

Margaret May will use thc famous
Jumping horse Mazeppa ln what is
clalm d to bo one of tho most sensational
and thrilling episodes ever presented on
the stage The regular Tuesday Thurs-
day

¬

and Saturday matinees will be given
also a special New Year Day matinee

Kernans
At the Lyceum

Theatre this week
the attraction will
be Sam Devcrcs

Own Company Tlie company this year Is
said to far surpass anything that Sam
Devere has ever brought to this city

The organization consists of fifty artists
including some of the best novelties from
all parts of the world Including Sallah
Abdullahs Arabs twelve sons of the Ara ¬

bian Desert in some of the most wonder-
ful

¬

acrobatic feats ever seen on any
stage the Six Royal Ascot Girls Eng-

lands
¬

latest craze the celebrated Phasey
Troupe fourteen In number especially
Imported to ths country for Sam De-

vcrcs
¬

Own Company the Imperial Trio
Hodges Heywood and Lancaster In their
sketch A Tleasant Evening the Misses
Bennett and Stcmbler lato of one ot the
Hojt companies In a very clever farce
written especially for them by George
Cohan the Worlds Comedy four singers
and comedians Gert e Lo Clair and her
Tour Black Cherubs one ot tlic brightest
and most pleasing attractions before thc
public and the only Sam Devere who Is
a whole show in himself and o sure
cure for tho blues Ho will present an
entirely new budget tf songs and funny
sayings

Thc olio will be brought to a close with
a laughable absurdity called Thn Cloak
Models introducing the full strength of
tho company including twenty handsome
young women As n special feature Mr
Dctcre has engaged Mildred Howard Do
Grey in the reigning sensation ot thc
year A Dream of Lotc

Bijou

WASHINGTON SUMAY UKUEMIJKIl

The one great sensa ¬

tion that has been pre-

sented
¬

on the vaudcillle
stage this season 13 the

Madison Square Bicycle Whirl which
Manager Schlesinger of the Bijou The-

atre
¬

has been fortunate enough to secure
for his patrons this week ThU whirl-

wind

¬

blcjclo race on a miniature track
has evoked great enthusiasm wherever It
has thus far been presented for the en ¬

gagement ot this act for the Bijou this
week the management has secured the
services of two such noted riders as John ¬

ny Lawson known In the wheeling
world as the terrible Swede and Lester
Wilson the crack rider who finished
second In the recent six days race at the
Madison Square Garden New York City

The patrcn3 of the Bijou will thus en ¬

joy tnoof ihe leading ridere or the country
and not inexperienced racers dashing
around ot breakneck speed on the bowl
shaped track which will occupy but one
halt of thi Bijou stage It is an act that
Is difficult to describe nnd must haic been
seen to really comprehend the dangers it
brings to thc daring wheelmen who gic
thc exhibition

Not content with proildlng such a big
headline feature the Bijou hill will also
Include the popular Bonnie Thornton who
sings the very latest songs ln her own
inimitable manner and to the great de-
light

¬

cf tho audiences
Others who will contribute to the

vaudeville part of the programme will be
Williams and Adams who will offer a
ldw knockabout net Sam J Adtms who
will furnish a monclogue that Is said to
be belter than most of Its kind Palfrey
and Hilton comedy cyclists Harrington
and Martell and th Hyders with their
amusing tioupe of performing inonkejs

Thc regular stock burlesque company
will proiidc a burlesque that will engag
tho services cf Date Lewis Bert Leslie
John P Rodgera Matt Kennedy AI Cam-
eron

¬

Nellie V Nichols Susie Itocamora
Graco Spencor Battle Hilton Rita
Knight and the other favorites of the or-
ganization

¬

a isw icrgi

Attractions
For 1ST ext Week

Stuart IlobBon ln his famous character
Bertie the Iamb In Bronson Howards
comedy The Henrietta will como to
tho Columbia Theatre next week with the
customary Thursday and Saturday mati-
nees

¬

Mr Robson -r- evived The Henrietta
this jcar in response to numerous re-

quests from managers of theatres
throughout the country who made tho
claim Hint their patrons havo manifested
a strong deslro to sec thc comedian in
what is undoubtedly ono of the most bril-
liantly

¬

written and expertly constructed
plajs of recent years

Mr Robson lias surrounded himself with
an exceptionally ablo company headed by
Mncljn Arbacklc and there 13 every rea ¬

son to bcllctc thai the patrons of the
Columbia will be offered one of thc hest
comedy pro luctions of the season In Thc
Henrietta

Maid Marian
Tho event of the coming week in musi-

cal
¬

circles will be the presentation at
the National Theatre for the first time
here of the new romantic optra Maid
Marian written by Reginald de Koven
and Harry It Smith for the Bostonlans
and which has been accorded a most en-

thusiastic

¬

reception in other cllies
Maid Marian has been but recently

produced and so popularbav It become
with all clatrc3 of theatregoers that the
Bcstonlans will depend upon It exclusively
the present season

ln the lntcrprctntion ot Maid Marian
tie Bostonlans hate secured thc serv ¬

ices of a distinguished group of famous
singers included among whim arc Henry
Clay Harcabee W II MacDonald Graro
Van Sluddiford Adcle Rafter Belle
Harper frances Miller George Irothlng
liain Joserhine Bartlctt frank Rush- -

worth W H fitzgerald Allan Hlnklcy
MacDonald Dorrington tcrnon
Com Suters C W Head J J
and others

Stile
Martin

Keiths Voudovillo Spectacle
Keiths new spectacular production will

be presented at Chases tiie week begin ¬

ning January C as the central feature of
a polite vaudcillle bill numbering nine
acts It will be shown In two parts
The first is ealled the Pageant of tho Na-

tions
¬

amltfis said to be much moro
elaborate ihan when it drew immense
audiences lo Chises last spring The
second feature1 The Venetian Klcwcr
Dance lsnew As a special attraction
of this dam Eloctra has been engaged
nnl with agacoftil corps of ballet
dancers Is expected to heighten the artis-
tic

¬

phaso of the affair
V

AlLiS3jr 3
No mattcrjiow captious the theatregoer

there 13 something ln MLIss which Is
sjre to please If he likes comedy there
is plenty gXJVishtcr If It Is tragedy he
likes therp are moments when the dra ¬

matic Inlefev fi Intense In act from

the moment the curta n rlss on the first
act of the play until It falls on the last
act It can bt truthfully said that there
is not a single dull moment The com-
pany

¬

Is beaded by Nellie McIIenry whose
success ln the title role is said to have
been even greater than the --originator

MLIss will hold tho stage ot the
Academy of Music next week

News of Plays
and Players

The announcement that Percy Haswell
is seeking a prize play for her own use
evidently means that the actress is be-

coming
¬

weary of thc hardships of stock
work end longs for a piece that
will give her aj opportunity of appearing
at thc head ot company strong enough
to ask the patronage of the theatregoers
of thc principal cities of the country

The idea of getting the product ot an
unheard ot fitch or Thomas or Howard
by means ot a prize is not at all
original with Miss Haswell and Indeed
unless she has better luck than have two
New Yorl rapcrs sho stands tcry little
chance of gelling a play that will rise
above the level of mediocrity Thc metro-
politan

¬

publications that sought to proto
that there Is an abundance of good un ¬

acted plays lying around the country sim-

ply
¬

because managers would not give
them a trial found how impossible it was
to secure a dramatic product of any de
grco of merit

One offer was for a one act piece and
the successful Chums seen frequently
in this city In tho vaudeville houses
proted conclusively that almost any
writer of twenty minute sketches could
turn out a better product without half try-

ing
¬

And yet Chums was considered tho
Lest of the several scores of sketches
that were submitted to the committee
having charge of the award More re-

cently
¬

a Gotham weekly paper offered a
prize ot a thousand dollars tor the best
play written cither by a known or unh-

eard-of playwright Thcro were not
many compositions Included ln thc contest
and for some reason or other the preat
army of ambitious Sardous of this country
who aro popularly supposed to have a
plentiful supply of comedies dramas ro-
mances

¬

and thc liko constantly on hand
subject to tho hurried call of a frohman
or some other jiromiccnt producer re-

frained
¬

from loading down tho mail with
their writings for this particular prize

Thc successful play was admitted by a
committee that Included such n past
master of dnunitic construction as David
Belasco nndfwo experienced nnd ac
KnowIedRctibrnHaiit New York critics to
be unsuitable fur the purposes of pro-
duction

¬

although it might look well ln
cold type

Heres alltbq country complaining that
the native writer has no chance for his
dramatic white alley nowadays but
when n thotisafid dollars Is offered for a
play thc Judges are compelled to decide
jn favor of u piece that will not do for
thc foatlghtsctcn if It Is fit for publi-
cation

¬

2 J
Miss Haswell cannot seriously hope for

better succfvttMin the publication whoso
thousand dolurJ brought them nothing
better than Chltulry and even If she
uocs succceu iu getting a nine tree au
tertislng from the scheme she will liardly
dare to give up her present stock posi ¬

tion In favor or tho great play that is to
come to her and capture the priz Just
what the prize is to be Miss Haswell has
failed to stale except that tho success-
ful

¬

dramatist is to enjoy the honor of
hating his play acted by the former La ¬

fayette stock companys leading woman

There are tery few persons who write
to any extent but who really believe away
down deep In their literary soula that
they possess the necessary quallflcntlons
for tho successful dramatist Daniel
Krohnian who perhaps reads as many
plays as any other manager not even ex ¬

cepting his more energetic brother
Charles rayE regarding the requirements
of playnrillng- -

Whatever may be said about thc quali-
ty

¬

of play produced In this country there

Is no lark ot material I myself receive
for examination about six plays a week
an average ot ono for each working day
Ot these I read all that come from writers
who are known to me by reputation the
others I hand oter to my btage mansger
he reads and assorts for my attention
those manuscripts that are promising
Among them all we find many that have a
great deal of merit Most of theso come
from Inexperienced writers others come
from literary men who at present arc
greatly attracted to the stage

Tho trouble with literary men as play-
wrights

¬

Is that they show a tendency to
make their characters talk instead of
making them act that U to say they re-

late
¬

tho story In a series of dialogues
rather than in mntement Now tho
whole question of plnywritlng il pcnds
upon action action action the characters
must work out the plot f ometlmci the
Plot works out of character In setting
out to write the dramatist should bear In
mind that he must in the first plate have
n dramatic story to tell lie must tell It
tersely and loglcallr each part beinc in
its proper plnee all parts closely welded
together Into a complete well rounded
drama It must lie a story susceptible of
constant development The dialogue In
irv opinion Is the last thing to be thought
of After all tho real work of a dramat
l U done before he puts pen to paper
he must havo concoived the general plan

tlo architectural scheme and Into this
he must have woven the incidents which
should not only be Interesting In them ¬

selves hut should be a natural outcome
ot the story should indeed be a part of
tho very warp and woof

Of course there arc some good writers
for the stage whose work violates this
rule but they are exceptions Some for
example excel In characlcr and incident
rather than ln any strong plot But very
unusual skill and Invention are needed to
make a play successful by strength of ln
cident Yet a play of this sort mar he
very fine For example Bronson How-

ards
¬

Henrietta which ns a play ot
contemporaneous interest I consider one
of the best American pla 3 ever written
Isso rich ln Incident that the story is
of corapantlvcly little account It teems
with lite it is brilliant in coloring and
In character drawing And with what
masterly skill etcry detail is managed
At thc end ot each act thc main thread
of lhs narrative which for a time has
been lost sight of is taken up again and
thc interest is carried over to tho begin-
ning

¬

ot the next act In it comedy and
drama were equally commingled a rare
art

On the whole I take an optlmUtic
view of the future of the American drama
But I realize tint compared with thc
French and Gcnnin writers for the stage
our writers are handicapped

Besides being outspoken and bold In
the treatment of themes tabooed in Eng-
land

¬

and America tho French are very
prolix Trench dramatlss like to write
wordy plays with endless speeches and
the French theatregoers all tho Frenh
are theatregoers for that matter arc
good listeners A Trench actor enjoy3
nothing better than to walk down to the
footlights harangue the audience then
walk across the front ot the stage and re ¬

peat the operation But tho restless
American will not endure a play that
gives actors too much of this We arc a
busy energetic people and e want our
plays to be crisp in dialogue and quick ln
action In adapting plays from thc French
our nutbers hate to do a great deal ot
pruning The pruning process by the
way I have found to be essential with
nearly all plas Any prolixity In the
dialogue becomes very apparent when the
piece is put on for rehearsal As I have
said a play Is a thing of action not of I

words nnd when it is bong given it la
often found that some of its words are
actually in tho way end hamper the move-
ment

¬

The best draraatlits arc those who are
most In sympathy with actors One rea-
son

¬

why so many English dramatists are
successful is because they have been act-
ors

¬

thcmsclvcr
A clever author will give every actor

something worthy of his art this stimu ¬

lates him So he makes thc best of his
opportunity and when every actor ln the
east docs this the effect Is that cf well
rounded drama perfectly played In
brief to be nblc to produce this cliftit Is
the secret of playmaklng

Not in Dickons Class
Stuart Robson who Is touring the coun-

try
¬

this season in his old success The
Henrietta playing Bertie tho Lamb
with his wonted cleverness tells a story
that Is interesting cten if it does not
possess all thc earmarks of veracity

Mr Robson and I1I3 company did not
play the week before Christmas follow-
ing

¬

the custom ot most theatrical organ-
izations

¬

The comedian spent his brief
holiday In Now York with his family
Wandering about a hlg hook concern one
morning he stopped near thc managers
desk when an Irishman entered and ad ¬

dressing the manager said
I se you have n sign outside for a

Man Wancd I guess Ill take the Job-
Just then the Hibernian happened to

glance at the wall and there confronting
him a huge placard announced
U o

II

Dickens Works This Week for ISS I

I

U v

The applicant for the job stuJied the
sign for a full moment and then turning
to the manager said ln tones of deep
disgust

Oh he docs docs he Well Ill not
work for that for any roan and walked
away

Blancho Bates Recovery
Blanche Bates many Washington

friends will be glad to hear of her re¬

covery from the attack of typhoid which
threatened her life a few months ago and
which brought the tour of thc Under Two
Flags company to a sudden termination

Miss Bates last week returned to New
York from n Southern resort almost com-
pletely

¬

well and anxious to resume her
theatrical labors Under Two Flags
will soon bo sent out again with Miss
Bates ln her original role of Cigarette
and Eugene Ormonde of last jurs La ¬

fayette stock company as leading man

Another Local Stock Company
D V Arthur cherishes an ambition to

furnish Washington at tho Columbia
Theatre with an exceptionally good stock
company next spricg Mr Arthur It will
be recalled directed the corapaay that
occupied tho Columbia stage two years
ago with biich successful artistic and
financial results That organization un-

doubtedly
¬

the very best stock com-

pany
¬

that lias ever appealed for thc
patronage of thc theatregoers ot the Cap-

ital
¬

was headed by Percy Haswell Olive
Oliver Eleanor Carey Stephen Grattan
and a number of other excellent players
The pieces presented were far ahead of
anything that has cter been offered by
any other summer company nnd the pro-

ductions
¬

were ln every respect the equal
of thc Broadway originals

Said Mr Arthur la discussing the mat-
ter

¬

I have conferred with Mr Luckctt
relative to bringing u company for the
exploitation ot some of the best plays
ot recent production ns well as trying
several pieces that havo never yet seen
the glare of thc footlights I have a num
Lcr of new plays ln my possession and
if wc dectdo to put the scheme through
I shall present some of these unacted
pieces during the stay of tho organiza-
tion

¬

I havo always regarded Washington
as one of thc best cities for a spring and
summer stock company in thc country
I shall go Into the plan rather more am-
bitiously

¬

than before and will make n
strong effort to bring to this city such
well known actors and actresses as JlMid
Hoffman Olive Oliver and Eleanor Carey

Aubrey Bourlcault Thomas Wise recent-
ly

¬

seen hre In Aro You a Mason and
1 dozen or more other players ot like
ability

If wc decide to try tho plan I shsll
Immediately commence lo engaga player
for tho season which will be Inaugurated
about tho first week ln May and continue
for eight oi ten weeks

Frawloy Aftor PlayB
Daniel frawley the Washington ni tor

who makes a specialty of conducting stock
companies ln tho far West and especially
San Francisco was ln thc city thc guest
01 his mother during tlie holidays

Mr Frawley Is In thc East after new
plays for his company which still in-

cludes
¬

Mary Van Buren and Harrington
Reynolds of tho organization that occu-
pied

¬

the Columbia Theatre three seasons
ago after the end of the tegular theatri-
cal

¬

jear This year Mr Frawloy he rc
fues to lie known nowadays as T Daniel

has been playing with considerable
financial success such well known pieces
as Secret Sertlce Thc Liars Bro ¬

ther Otnccr3 The Only Way and
Lord nnd Lady Algy He Is now alter

an orlglntl play and believes that one
with a natal backgiund would Just about
suit hU purpose

falling to fiud a drama of this sort Mr
Frawley will content himself with tho
Western rights to somo of tho recent
Broadway successes Including perhaps
John Drews The Second in Command

Now York Da Barry Mad
Just at present the theatregoers of

New York nre Du Barr7 mad Never
anyway not within the last decade ha3
n drama made such an emphatic success
as thc Bela3co play did Christmas night
when It was icvc ilcd for the first time ln
all Its magnificence

Gotlum Is used to big theatrical produc-
tions

¬

but even the most confirmed thea ¬

tre patrons persors who arc Just as well
acquainted with the ins nnd out3 ot the
show business as the managers them ¬

selves confessed that Belasco had
eclipsed ailprevlouscfforts to provide Ror- -
tvAmte ilion rliinrta Thn nirnrtnr rf

I tiowcrs were unanimous in the claim that
while New York had never before seen
zuch an expensive production It was
equally certain that the stages of London
and Paris had never excelled this latest
product of Mr Belasco

The one thing that now- - cencerns the
gentlemen who direct the fortunes ot
most of the metropolitan theatres Is the
regret that Du Barry was not Installed
In a bigger plaj house where the takings
would be considerably larger than in thc
rather small Criterion

Already Belasco s said to havo been ap-
proached

¬

with a view to moving to ono of
the larger theatres at the disposition of
thc lessee of the Criterion but the
chances are that he will refuse to go
While in Washington making ready for
the premiere of his piece Mr Belasco
tald that none of the managers of tha
large houses had enough faith In his ven-
ture

¬

and that on this account he was
forced into the Criterion

Tho most astute of New Yorks theatri ¬

cal prophets are notv asserting that Mra
Carter and Du Barry will remain In
the metropolis until warm weather inter ¬

feres with the performances

Norelica and Bagtimo
Because Nordica has included Ethelbcrt

Ncvins little negro song Mighty Lak a

Roie in her repertoire she ha3 been ac¬

cused by some Western critics ot Indulg-

ing

¬

in the ragtime habit She indignantly
denies that sho even fancies the
coon songs which hava hitherto
been popularly supposed to belong
exclusively to her sister ln art
May Irwin Nordica wants nothing
of thc ooon songs and claims that this
particular class of music U never sung at
concerts by artists of recognized standing
although they may softly hum tho croon
ing ditties In the sanctity of their own
homes

When an Interviewer recently asked
Mme Nordica to discuss ragtime for tho
purposes of publication the singer replied

I have not discussed and I am not pre-
pared

¬

to discuss the cttcct or influence ot
coon song3 or ragtime upon thc musical
future or cducatlonof the people of Amer-
ica

¬

It may ba but a temporary appear ¬

ance In thc form of a peculiar syncopated
rhythm that has for the time being fas-
cinated

¬

the masses or It may be a reflex
ot tho peculiar and plalntite melody of
our colored population which has affected
the people through sympathy and through
a peculiar melodic strain But all this as
a question ot popular music is entirely
outside of my activity either ln opera or
concert work

The particular song of Ethelbcrt Nc
vln Mighty Lak a Rote belongs to the
best class of the latter day American
compositions and is so distinct from coon
scngs or ragtime as to make it a surpriso
in thc estimation of musicians that any-

one
¬

should identify it with such popular
music It is a song to which Justice can
only be done by a cultured singer or a
musician otherwise it would become
supcr scutlmcntal and useless Ot coursa
I am very much surprised that such dis-
tinctions

¬

are not made nnd that papers
will state that I t ve sung such songs as
are adapted for vaudeville and for the
street organ This 13 exactly what they
are doing

Of course In America thcro are
people who havo no knowledge of classical
music and who dont understand tho con-

trast
¬

between it nnd the popular zoc3 and
march and it is difficult to explain these
distinctions to them After a while when
they Leromc more cultivated In music
they will appreciate the vast difference
between the popular song and the classi-
cal

¬

song which Is adapted for the concert
stage As for ragtime and coon songs
while they may ho tcry pleasant for tho
time being they cannot of course be
permanent and they can never bo utilized
In their present
stage

form for the concert

Iiittlo Johnny Jones
The four Cohans will next season pre-

sent
¬

a new mu3ical piece from the pen
of the versatile George Cohaa It will bo
called Llttlo Johnny Jonc3 and accord-
ing

¬

to Mr Cohan will be a more am-

bitious
¬

effort than anything he I133 yet
done

The company will be considerably
larger than this seasons Cohan organiza-
tion

¬

and the management will try to
come nearer to the regulation Casino pro-

duction
¬

than is The Governors Son

Tho Goodwins Coming Homo
Mr and Mrs N C Goodwin nftcr their

unsuccessful London season will sail for
America January i and on January 10

will commence a tour of this country
using When We Were Twenty One

The bookings will include many cities
ot thc kind known ln tho theatrical world
as one night stands ln which the
Gcodnlns have not been seen far a num ¬

ber of years
During thc tour ia addition to the Es-

mond
¬

piece Madcllno Lucctte Kyleys
An American Citizen will also bo used

nnd In the sprlns n new comedy from the
pen of an English playwright will bo tried
with a view to Its production lu the
larger cities next season

Kislo do Wolfos Success
When Henry Miller concludes his en ¬

gagement ln DArcy of tho Cuards at
tho Savoy Theatre New York he will be
succeeded by Elsie de Wolfe In Clyde

Iitchs The Way of the World
When Miss da Wolfe was compelled to

vacate tho Victoria on account of the pe- -

eullar business methods ot Oscar Ham
mcrstcln sho moved her organization to
Boston for a couple of weeks But tho
theatregoers ot the Hub have taken most
kindly to The Way of tha World and
the fashionables of Boston town hava
crowded the Tremont Thcatro nightly
since the advent of the Fitch play an1
from present appearances Miss de Wolfes
theatrical enterprise Is Quito likely to
emulata tha brook made famous by tho
poet

The part of Nevll played la the orig ¬

inal production of Tho Way ot tho
World la this city by Vincent Serrano
Is now in the hands of John Mason

Ladies Matinoa Popular
Tho attendance at tho special ladies

raatlnco given at tho BIJou Theatre Fri ¬

day afternoon was so large that thc man-
agement

¬

has decided to contlau the plan
ot glvin Friday afternoon performances
for the entertainment of tho women ot
Washington who care for burloaqun and
refined vaudeville as presented at the
BIJou At these ladiefl matinees smoklaj
will ho prohibited

Tho Toroador Special Train
Quito tho rno3t Imposing theatrical en¬

try Into the Capital of the season was
made yesterday afternoon when Th
Toreador special train ot serea
cars steamed into the city and un-

loaded
¬

the 159 peoplo utilized In the dif¬

ferent departments ot tho production
The production propr took up three ot

the largest --sized baggage can while tho
various members of the organization com-
pletely

¬

filled three parlor cars and a day
coach The train left Jersey City at 11

oclock and made the run to Washington
In fire hours almost to the minute

A L Erlanger the head of the theatri ¬

cal syndicate and a score of other prom-
inent

¬

managers accompanied The To-

reador
¬

company and will witness ths
frst performance at the National Theatro
tomorrow night

Sousa Homo Again
It Is at once a compliment and an ad ¬

mission ot great merit when so conser ¬

vative and Influential a paper a3 tha
London Times remarks In connection

with oae of the Soma concerts In London
that the concert as a whole proved an
admirable and moat surprising lessos ia
tho possibilities of a wind baad when ably
trained

Tho success ot tho march king has
had no parallel la England whero tho
former Washington bandnaister was ele-
vated

¬

to a degree of popularity equal to
that which he cnJoy3 ia his own country

Thc S0U33 hand played to record busi-
ness

¬
in every place it appeared and so

great was the general demand that Sousa
returned to London for a second engage-
ment

¬

durins which ho gave twenty four
concerts at tho Empire Theatre and tha
Royal Opera House Covent Garden

After the English season Sou3a aad his
forces returned to America ln time to
partake of their Christmas dinner in Now
lork and after a brief rest the regular
winter tour ot ths organization will begin
in January Washington being one of tho
first cities to be visited

Tho American Invasion
What the English writers are pleased to

term tha American Invasion is causing
a good deal ot comment at present ln
London and tho larger cities ot England
The time was when tha American actor
ln London town was regarded much In tha
light ot a curiosity but with the first en ¬

gagement of The Bella of Now York
commenced the invasion which hai of
late given a number of writers many mo
ments of worry and caused them to de ¬

vote a great deal ot valuable newspaper
space to the fact that slowly but nona
the less certainly are American actors
and actresses taking tho bread from tha
mouths of the less competent English
Thespians

Tho only exception that has appeared
to this protest against the presenco of
American players on the London stage
13 the following from the Pall Mall
Gazette

The so called American Invasion I3
becoming perennial food for the theatrical
paragraphlst With dim eyes and a voica
choking with emotion he bcwalU the com-
petition

¬
which this Incursion renders

morn severe and hnt3 darkly at the ne-
cessity

¬

for some protective tariff In re ¬
gard to musical comedy or what passes
as such the need I3 certainly Imperative
But for other branches ot American art
no emphatically no Tho English
dramatist can learn much from tha
craftsmanship ot a Gillette as tho actor
may probably study his methods so quiet
on tho surface so powerfully agitated at
heart For herein lies the secret of tho
true tho only reserved force AH else
ara counterfeit mere accessories by
which tho actor strives to cover up
physical or mental debility from the curi-
ous

¬
gaze

Jano Oakers Rapid Biso
Jane Oaker leading woman with James

K Hackett in Don Caesars Return is a
St Louts girl now In tho second year of
her stage career who whether through
tho merit of her work or the smila of
Dame Fortune finds herself the chief sup-
port

¬

of ona of Americas foremost stars
Last season the public suddenly dis-

covered
¬

that an actress by the name of
Jano Oaker was a member of tho com ¬

pany supporting Kathryn Kidder and
Louis Jamc3 in their repertoire and too
that sho was keeping both stars busy
looking after their laurels for her work
was said to be ono ot the distinct features
of the Kldder Jame3 productions M1S3
Oakers acting with Mr Hackett last week
was excellent To the character of Marl
tana she lent personal beauty and charm
while her Interpretation ot the rolo left
little to be desired OX the stage Miss
Oakor is very attractlvo and speaks of
herself and her work with much reti
cence Although she apparently realizes
tha advantages ot her position and the
means through which it was gained her
sensible little head has not been turned
and her one idea seem3 to be to achieve
even a greater success than that which
has attended her efforts so far In chat-
ting

¬

with a representative of Tha Times
Miss Oakcr said

My Btago career has really been so
very brief that It hasnt had lima to bo
Interesting I never did any amateur
work in my life but I cannot remember
tho time that I didnt think of going on
the stage I had always intended to do
so when the proper time came which It
did last year in an offer from Miss Kidder
and Mr James to join their company I
made my debut in the role ot Hermla in

A Midsummer Nights Dream and then
followed pars In Richard HI Pyg-
malion

¬

and Galatea and A Mcdern St
Anthony la tho latter pla I enacted
tho leading role the one opposite Mr
James

Josophino Cohan Dancor
Josephine Cohan danced herself into tha

favor of the local public last week and
established herself so firmly therein that
she will long be remembered as one ot
the daintiest cleverest and most charm-
ing

¬

players who has ever tislted Wash-

ington
¬

The Governors Son which oc ¬

cupied the stage of the Columbiu Thea-
tre

¬

last week served to bring the Cohan
family back to this city whero they hava
been known hitherto as an entertaining
vaudevlllo company appearing In a con-

densed
¬

version of their present play
Josephine Cohan reminds one of an ani ¬

mated piece of Dresden china She is an
ethereal bit of femininity nnd envelops
herself ln an ntmosphcre ot rcnemant
and daintiness Her personality Is charm-
ing

¬

and one Is attracted to her a3 soon as

F

I


