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THE LOVE OF WAR. |
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— | A MATTER OF GOOD FORTUNE

1wnal profection.
gponsible for the lack of proper protection against

In most nstances, those re-

{ on railroad trains, or elsewhere, will confer a favar by people to i i the eity s s aoninst | fire have eo-operated with the anthorities in their ef-
notifying the Publisher of The Times, corner Tenth and D Sts | disaster from fira, <honld auy well informed mem- | foris to protect the buildings and their ocenpants, but
g st \ 1 I t ol
Washington, D, C. l ber of the fire deparn b cd he wo reply | itis tf he regretted that this ('li-l'ilncmlillll has neither |
— s e — that there are wany buildings bere the total destrue- | been gs extensive nor as prompt as it should have
tion of which it would practically impocsable to | been.

A BENEFICENT SCHEME.

Thousands of mothers and children in the National Capital do not
know the meani Tt 1s the intention of
| eitizens to give these meothiers and children a loenl outing in

1ed

o of the wond vacation. certain

warm-h

shape of ear rides which will fill their sungs with fresh air and brighten up
their lives dunge the trying days of the heated term.

The fund tor this laudable purpose is already started, and the response
to the appenl for mid Las been gratifying.  Within the next few days it is
believed that a large sum will be added to the treasury which will disburse
car tickets to the women and little ones whe seldom enjoy a ride into the
eomntry with its attendant benefits to mind and body.

The sugzestion was recent!y made that the street railway companies
might well mve free transportation during certain hours of certain days to
women with infants. Perhaps the corporation may not see fit to do this,
but we would suggest that it might be to their advantage to co-operate
with the committee already appointed in the matter of free rides for
wainen and little ones, giving them special advantages for outings which are
mueh needed, and, perhaps, making special rates for those engaged in this
Lhnmanitarian project.

The mavguration of the free ride system will be awaited with intense
interest by many persons in Waslungton, and that it will be a. beneficent
success 15 beyond question. The gentlemen who have undertaken the plan
deserve the lughest commendation and the substantial co-operation of those
eitizenis who ave able to lend their aid to a worthy and practical plan,

WHY ANOTHER SUNDAY LAW?

It does seem as if further legislation on the subject of Sunday ob-
servance in the Distriet were decidedly superfluons. In the first place, ex-
isting statutes appear to be sufficiently drastie, even in the opinion of the
maiority of the Board of Distriet Commissioners.. And then it ean be
safely asserted, without fear of suecessful eontradietion, that 1n no eity in
the United States equal to Washington in peint of population is the first
day of the week so quiet, so entirely freée from all objeetionable features as
right here. This is true to snch a degree that strangers express surprise that
it should be possible in so large a eity to maintain s inviolate the proprie-

tiwes of that day.

Perhinps there is no especial objeetion to the MeMillan-Jenkins bill as
stie statute, but there is no necd for it at all, and for that rea-
son 1t were better to let it die the death. That seems to be the opinion of

Commissioner oss and Acting Commissioner Neweomer, both of whom ex-

press themselves as opposed to it on the ground that no further legislation
is needed. Captain Neweomer puts the case very foreibly when he says
that “these bills are not urged on religions grounds; neither are they re-
guiresd in the interest of publie safety or order.” “It is not understood,” he
inues, “that anyvone elaims that present legal business transactions on
Sunday give rise to any disorder. Even were such found to be the case the
Distyiet Commissioners have ample authority to correet the evil,” ete,

I, under existing conditions, pnblie safety and order are not jeopar-
dizod ; if, even were such the ecase, ample power is vested in the Commis-
sioners to cope with the problem, what is the use of burdening the statute
books with still further laws, and by the very act proelaim, as it were, to
the outside world that the neeessity for such legmslation exists? Why not let

well enongh alone?
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During the past several months two officers of the
fire depariment, Assisiant Chief Belt and Fire XMar-
shal Bicher, have been daily engaged in an inspeetion
stores. hespitals, and
charitable and edueational institutions of the Distriet
g whether the lnws and
1 of life and property are
peen accomplished
tion, but there remains a great
deal to be done on this live, and it will be eontinzed
as the very limited force and

soql by the United

tound that some | less the

loeal fire tight-

unserviceable

The longer this inspection has eontinued, the more
eemvinesd the departiment hias beeome that to good for-
tune more than to anything else hias been due Wash-
ington’s escape from serious disaster from fire. Good
fortune, however, does not continne forever, and, nn-
Distriet
strepgthened and thoronglily equipped with modern
apparatus and applianees, Washington will some day
stirely suffer, and suffer severely.

The average territory eovered by a Distriet fire
company is greater, much greater, than is covered by
a comipany inany other eily, one
Company A, guarding a territory just about one-third
of the total aren of the Iistriet of Columbia.

The pending Distriet appropriation bill, shounld it
becume law as passed by the Senate, would be a very
gratifying step teward a stronger and betier equipped
fire department, for it would then provide three new
first-class steam engines to replace three praetically
ones, a reserve aerial hook and ladder
truck, a truck company for Southenst Washington,
an engine company for Southwest Washington, and
double the appropriations
houses and spparatus and for the purchnse of new

Fire Department iz materially

company, Troek

for repairs to engine

resourees of the department will permit. applianees.
UNDER THE CAPITOL DOME. The Young British Officer. |

Mr. Goldfogle’s Happy Story.
At n recent gathering of
citizens in New York city, the object
which was to raise funds for the Lenefit
of a hospital, a oumber of speeches

prominent

]

Friends of the Soldier Exercised.

Friends of the private soldler are

of | much exercised in the House over Sen-

ate amendment No, 4, on pagse 5 of the
army appropriation bill, which iz now in

The BEritish committee on military
education and tralning has been sit-
ting on the case of the young officers
of the British army, and upparenuri
now procesds to sit on the officers.
The committes recommends that the

were made oommending the worthy |conference. The amendment ia as fol- regimental conch be abolished and
charity and sounding the pralse of the I lows: “Provided, that no enlisted man| . ;pay ¢he ofcers be not permitted to |
management of the Irstitution. But)who has passed the examination for [

none of the speakers once during thelr
lttla talks

alluded to the maln object |

rromotion shall be commissioned or

paid as an officer untll he shall have

keep hounds or to play pole, It {nti-

mates with |

surprising bluntness |

- i % that the time has come for these |
of the meoting until it came to Hepre- |taken such course of Instrustion as the 'rvnunr men t ind their busige l
sentative Goldfogle to address the galh-|President may deem necessury to deter-| | = W loLming Shels hasin "‘|
ering. He was grected with appinuse | mine his fitness for the grade of second| | and stop playing, and that the I'mt‘,

when he stepped forward oa the plat-
form.

After stating that he had listened with
pleasure to the high words of pralse
and commendation bestowed by the
speaker on the matagemont of the hos-
pital, be sald he had failed to mote that
anvone had felt It necesasary to call
tention of the audlence to the purg
that had brought them together. Thia
oversight on the part of the gentlemen
who had proceded him reminded him

of a story
“When Lincoln was Presldeat of the

7y

Heutenant.”™ It virtually repezis the ald
law which prescribed examination by
which enlisted men who passed would
ba promoted to the grade of second
lleutennnt. If the House concurs in
the above amendment it will mean that

all the goldiers who have passed a guc- |

cessful examination for promotion will
have to undergo another, and, perhaps,
entirely different examination.

If the House conferees do not insist
on the Senate withdrawing thiz amend-
ment a fight will be made against it
when the conference report is presented
to the House,

that, as the English say. “keenncas
is not good form™ will not be ex-|
pected to serve In the future as an |
excuse for Inefliclency.

One would suppose from tha tone |
of some English novels that It was|
not good form in British saclety :n;

of any kind was tco professional (a
its suggestions to be really gentle- |
manly. On the other hand, we know |
that when the English mind is really |

United States." he ?..:_ © took a walk . devoted to anything the result ia |
down mmsylvanid Avenne one cold = . knowledge whose extent and thor- |
winter evening. Durlng his stroll he | Opposed to Anti-Anarchy Bill. 3 =1

forlorn wompan, thi clad 2 oughness shames the less superficial
met a poor, forlo an, th v Spesking of the anti-anarchy bill or.

shivering with cold. When ehe saw the
President she mistook him for a minis-
ter, and, falling upon her Kooes,

Sho sald: 'Oh. Mr. Midlster, pray to the
Lord to help me.”

as some prefer to call it, “the measurs
to protect the life of the President of

Hepresentitive Maleolm R,
of Tennessee,

Patterson,
one of the ablest law-

nations. Fossxibly the real condition
of things is a mixture of these two |

a | with
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Perhaps there never was a time [small reward deserves some glory as
when the disenssion of the ethies of |compensation. If the ideal 5f the
war wns so serious and so earnest as army is kept where it onght to be it

now,

soldier was among the noblest types

acainst this ideal, and while some
thinkers are advoecating with all their
might the ideal of universal peaee,
others, of whom our President 1s one,
are just as decided in their advocany
of the “strennous life.” The result is
{a somewhat mixed condition of na-
| tional thenght.

| The mixture might be simplified,
| however, by going below the gurfaee
of things and inguiring what war is
for—the improvement of the individ-
nal, or the effecting of a certain pur-
pase.  We bave reached a time, per-
baps the first in the history of the
world, when it is possible to eontem-
plate universal, if not ahsolutely per-
manent, peace. It is not to the inter-

strong reason. But it is undeniable
that now, and for some time to come,
there will bhave to be fighting in
varions parts of the world, and so
Iong as this is so, there must be sol-
diers to do it. That the individunl
soldier may be worthy of all admira-
tion no sensible person ought to deny.
A man who willingly dares woends,
death, and extremely hard and un-
pleasant duties for a comparatively

For several centurics it was | will eertainly take “the best we breed”
practically taken for granted that the [to come anywhere near resehing it.

The  military forea has, in short,

of -mankind, if not the noblest of ail; l reached the point in its development
of late thers has been a reaction | where it is a police foree. Its work is

to assure the safety and comfort of
the great majority at the expense of
the minority who want to make trous
ble. Take, for example, the British
forees in India. If it were not for
the border regiments the Afghan
would make short work of the wil
lagere of Northern Indin. If it had
not heen for the Hritish army in
Sonth Afriea the Kalfirs, Basutos,
Masai and other native tribes would
have made life impossible'for white
seftlers. It is not fun for these po-
licing regiments to get themselves cut
up in the interests of the home-stay-
ing Englishman and the colonist
Neither has it been amusing for the

rank and file of the United States

est of great nations to make wnrl-‘"“-"' in the P hiiippines: if all re-
against one another without some very | Ports are true. Thf‘ sensible way to
| look at militarism is to eonsider the

army a8 a neeessity, in the preseng
stage of the world's development, in-
sist that it shall be eomposed of men
worthy of trust and respeet, and send
it unly where it is needed for the good
of the majority. Obviously, the way
to attract the best men ioto the army
is nct to revile all soldiers as black-
xuards, and that 1s what some other-
wise canscientious people are eareless

enoneh to do.

0il as Naval Fuel.

“The Navy Department Is expesiment-
ing with ofl as ship fuel both in place
of and as an auxiliary to coal™ sald J.
C. Barber, of Loz Angeles, Cal, at the
New Willard Hotel last night. “The re-
| sults are sa'd to be highly satisfactory,
and some persons prediet that It will
not be long before coal is superseded
to & cartaln extent.

*1 hardiy look for sush a radleal
change, but 1 do believe that oil can be
used to advantage as an ausillary to
cenl—that is, it will increase the steam-
producing eflect of coal when sprayed
aver it.

“In Califernia oll t# cheap.
comly.
! appeal directly to us, as s
new line of work will mean many del-
| lars to Callforniz oll well owners, and
| much money saved to the owners of
| trans-Pacific and coasting vessels.
| “There are a number of

Conl Is

| GOSSIP AND CHAT HEARD IN |
WASHIN GTON. HOTEL LOBBIES

present were rather hilgh at 2 and 2% per
cent. Ruasiag sompanies are the only
ones represented there now.

“American fire insurance is much mere
to be desired than those of foreign
countries, tecause It offers a wider se-
lection of opticaa to the prospective pol-
iey helder. In the letter it was stated
that Harhin had two well-organized fire
brigades. In some cities of the land
af the yellow dragon the protection
azainst fire Is excellent. I would not
be surprised If the competition between
American companies for Chinese (msur-
ance husiness becomes extremely brisk
within the next few years.™

Signal Corps Work in Alaska.
“The United States Signal Corps is do-
ing & great work in gstablishing a tele-

Consequently the experiments 8raph system in Alasks,” zaid Fred
uecess in the | Hellenbeck, of Dawson City, Alaska, who

was at the Nat.onal Hotel yesterday.
“Within a =short thoe a line will be In
working order between Valdez and Fort
Egbert away up on the Canadian border,

steamers | It will run along the Copper River val-

operating between San Francisco and|ler. At present the oaly mode of tele-
know anything. or be able to do| | Honolulu which use oil in conmection|STaphic communicaticn with Fort Eg-
anythiog, very well; and that ability | 1.—1:}, conl. A steam spray is used, by|bertls by the Canadian governnent line.

burning coal
sald to be highly beneficial |
**The system would, however, be suc-
| cessful in California when it would htll
Irlsewhere‘ where coal costs less and oll
more.
““When oll alone Is used as fuel there

so great that no fireman can stand it
for any length eof time, The nolse Is
deafening and the danger of carrylng
immense quantities is very great.”

Decrease of Wheeling.
“It's Bve years slnce I was in Wash-

your city has undergone slight general )|
changes o that time, I find little re-|
gemblance between the scenes presented |
Enn the street then as compared witl)
| those of that time,” sald Haley C. An-
'
1
|
|
|

erkon, of Chicago, at the Raleigh last
jght-

“Five years ngo praises were SULg on |
every lp of the delights of bicycling on |
| Washingten thoroughfares. Washing-
tonians beasted with pride of the num-
ber of whesimen in the city. ‘Scorch-
| ing' was the popular pastime. Nearly
man wore knickerbockers

d
!

every young

pnd gay-patterned stocklass then. One's
Jife whea on the street was in almosi
edalerns

as great danger from whizzing
frem trelley cars o
hard to escape an

na
was

pin out

ington last, and while, as [ well lmn!l'.Hl wis Ewept awa

| which the afl i= distributed over dhe | The construction of the line is beset
The results secured are|with great difficulty. Much of the ground

is timberless and poles have lo be con-
veyed on dog aleds.

“One great advantage of the Fort Eg-
hert line will be that it will give di-
rect communication between Juneau and
Skagway to the southward of Valdes

are at least three great obstacles en- |30d hs" Michael, luzsmuch as & tele-
ccunterad. The heat of combustion is|Eroph llne s now working from St.
Michael to Fert Egbert. There Is al-

ready cabie ccmmunication between the.

United States and Nome, just across tha
sound from St. Michael. It is proposed
to cennect Nome and St. Michael with
the wireless system. It has becn con-
trhoted for, and will be Instalisd this
yvear. There was once & cable there, but

ay. There Is alzo a

| poesibility of a wireless system being

cstablished hetween the line runninog
fromt Saldez 1o Feort Egbert, and tha
line rupning from Fort Eghert to St
Aichael.”

Orienial Legic.

A man bought three pounds of meat,
ard brought It home to kis wife to cook
for dianer, and then went his war to
hil= place of husincess in the beanrs: The
wife was hungry, cod ate the meat.

In the ovening man came home
azd asked for his dinzer.
There io no meat,'”

*for the eat ate L™

“Hring the ciat,” seld the man, “aad

a pair of stalas.™

the

sald the wife,

| mount a wheel and take a to “Welgh the cat.” said the man. The
:1_‘.1‘,::1 John Bildge alcnz the beautifel s

| Conduit Road. " . e ert" 1

| *But it's all changed naw. - People ap- | | ihis I_* ihe f sald the man,
| pear to ride bleyeles for business pur-|- o is-the meat? And if this Is the
posen alone. The seorcher ia apparcatly where s tho cat?"—Harper's

a thing of the past. Haized handle bars
conducive to an upr! pesition havo
replaced the burs with extreme drop
b made ridérs lock 1

ng's not &3 Strenvols an it
kerbocker has disap
v youne man wints to feel the wind
rate of twenty-five miles an hour
does It in an aute.”

Fire Insurance in China.
“The invasion of C
Interce:s

a by American
el

a dots

is
ene and the fire insurance agent is well

commercinl

up In the advance guard™ remarked
L. C. Herrick, of New York, an agent of
bl eTh that city
“The idea

o oy
nt
|of the hustling

oling mar

insjrande ool

Ia

the Arlington night.

fire

& gul pTemit

Hagazine.

Wanied His

o

Penzion Recuced.

Commissioner of Pensjons Bugena F.
Ware received o letter from o man in
ill.nois a low days ago which resd:

“i am now geiling o pension of §30 a
month. Hecently the Lord has pros-
pesed me, rod 1 do no: think T should
got =0 much money. 1 gave my ser-
vices to the cocupiry, and I think I
chovld have =ome pension of course, bot
I think 850 s month Is too much. 1s
there any way I can have my pension
reduced or suspended while | enjoy the
provperity that is mize at presenz?’

This Is the only letter that ever eame

the Pension Bureau asking for a re-

'
to

1oa house ciction ol p oo, and Commissianer
he he Witre looked at it with mueh curicsity
see the ! and some suspiclon. After determining
“Same bodt Prop- | that the man Is really on the rolls, he
:_‘,‘::3 s ;:r i |:-,>-' !""“"_lf""'- wrote to the special pension examiner
| iar crder. 1th resard to hoslth po| 1o the dlstrict In which the man lives
fufety renders the fire risis much loss| 89 sked him to investigate. This is
| thin they wouid have been in us | the answer the pensicn exmminer sent in

“! have the honor to Inform Yyou

i";‘:"_’_"'u e that the persen who appled for a re-
Chins. Ho duetion in his pensien fs sow in tho In-
mess eould by sene asylum ot this place, and has

there, ay tlhe rates

L e
chinrged tlhere atl been for some time”
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