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« The Baltle of Fort Stevens

e Onlv Conflici During
fthe Gvil War

Invaders Repelied.

UT on the northern border of

Washington, near Brightwood

and hard by the Seventh Street
Road, are the substantial re-
mains of Fort Stevena, Though prac-

tically meglected for thirty-seven years
or mors, that period of time has not
been sufficient to nearly obliterate this
memorable earthwork. It is true that
it i but ome of the
forts (sixty-elght in number) that en-

vironed the seat of government in the

old sad days of the old sad fight, and
that otiers may be more picturesque,
better preserved, and command more
pleasing prospects, but none is so rich
in historical interest.
The Only Battle Before the Capital
Several times during the civil war was
"} Washington put in danger, but the only
bLattle, If such it may be called, that
was fought within the llmits of the
District of Columbis, occurred at Fort
Stevens, and within its vicinity. Stand-
ing by the trees that have grown out of
the parapet, or peering through the
boscage that scems to be atriving to
close the embrasures through which
well-directed cannon sent shot and shell
into the ranks of the invaders, and
drove them ‘back, one may look upon
the woods from which the Confederate

% soldiery crept and the fields over which
they had the hardihood to advance thelr
pickeets to within less than a hundred
yards of the fort. All is peace and quiet
here now. Birds build their nests in the
branches of the trees, or sit on bonding
boughs of saplings that grow out of the
battiements of the fort and sing songs

" 1o their listening mates. Not so was it
thirty-eight years ago when the scenes
enacted here stirred every soul in Wash-
ington, from the President and his Cah-
inet down to the humblest pickaninny,
and roused the entire North. The ex-
citement in the Nationa! Capital began
suddenly, speedily grew into alarm, and
alarm, in & very few hours, gave place
to absolute consternation.

-1 General Early’s Invasion.

On the ®th of July, 1864, almost like
a clap of thunder from a clear sky, word
came to the Department of War that
Confederate General Early had crossed
the Potomac at Harper's Ferry, and had
fallen upon General Rickett’s division
of the veterans of the Army of the Po-
tomac at Monocecy Junctlon and de-
fedted him and i>n. Lew Wallace and
his troops and C:iven them back upon

2 Baltimore. The unquestioned news also

came that Early was moving on Wash-
ington iaking the route by Rockville.
It was soon developed that Lee, rely-
ing upon his formldable intrenchments
of Richmond and the weakness of the
garrisons of Washington, particularly
on the north, depended upon to protect
the Federal Capital, had sent Early,
the boldest, most intrepld and “foxlest”
raiders of the two armles, up the Shen-
andoah Valley by a quite famillar route,
drove Slegel’s whole force to Maryland

Helghts, moved through Boonsborough

and Fox's snd Crompton's Gaps and

entered Frederick City, All this was
accomplished before It was known to

General Grant or the War Department as

to where Early was, To add to the

slarming feature of the news confirmed
word came that the defeat of Wallace
and Ricketts was a complete rout and
that thelr forces had left the field in
disorder. Again, the most alarming re-
ports were recelved as to the strength
of Early’'s command and support. General

Wallace in announcing the Lattle of the

Monocacy confossed that the behavior

pt some of his troops was not to be

commended, but seems to have been dis-
posed to excuse them om the ground
that they were overwhelmed by a su-
perior force. He sald, among other
things concerning Early's support that
“a rebel officer dying on the fleld today
told & staff officer of General Ricketts
that Lee was managing these operations
in person and would soon have three
corps about the TPotomae for business
against Baltimore and Washington.

This clroumstance is true, give it what

credence you may.”

Confederate Cause Desperate.

The cause of the Confederacy was

growing desperate and under the cfr-

cumstances it was belleved the Confed-
srates would take desperate chances.

Kith these things {n the people’s minds,

ith the knowledge of the defeat of the

njon forces; with Early prescsing on
oward Rockviile, almost if not ontirely
mopposed, and with the bellef that the

INorthern defenses of Washington were

p werkened that they ecould not with-

and fairly firm pressure, it is hardly

o be wondered at that the Administra-

fon and the peaple became  fully

larmed. When Early turned In  his
potirse to get on the Seventh Street Plke,
hen a1l felt sure that Washington was
hls cbjective point and Fort Stevens
puld he the first point of the defeuses

o be struck. The writer has it from the

best Hiviog military wuthority that i1 is

record somewhere in the archives of

8 Department of War that a boat waz

put in readiness on the Potomac River
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in case of necessity, to a place of safety
down the stream. Such record the writer
has, however, not béen abie to find.
Consternation in Washington.

Certain it {8 that much confusion and
great consternation prevailed in Wash-
ington. Mr. Lincoln suggested to Gen-
eral Grant that he retaln the hold where
he was before Richmond, but that he
should bring a force with him person-
ally and make a vigorous effort to de-
stroy the enemy’s forces In the vicinity
of Washington. However, General Grant,
once learning of the whereahouts of
Early, of which he was so long ignor-
ant, at once grasped the whole situation,
and felt no fear for the safety of Wash-
ington and Baltimore. He turned hiz
attention chiefly to the capture of Early
before he could retreat across the Po-
tomac. He informed the President that
bhe had sent to Washington a whole
corps (the Sixth), commanded by an ex-
cellent officer (General Wright), besidas
3,000 other troope, and one division of
the Nineteenth Corps. These, he
thought, would be able to compete with
Early. Hunter, he said, would join
Wright in the rear of the enemy, with at
least 10,000 men. He was anxlous to
cut off Early's retreat and bag him.
This reagsured the President, and he
never falled in confidence after that.
Still, Early was in front of Fort Stevens
and adjecent defenses to the north of
Washington, and the Sixth Corps had not
yet arrived, and a good many agreed
with Halleck, when he informed Grant
that what he sald with respect to get-
ting Hunter in Early's rear was perfect-
ly correct, yet, fearing for the safety of
Washington, he added: “But unfortu-
nately, we have no soldlers here for the
fleld.”

Preparations for Defense.
Oa' the morning of July 10 Gen. A. D.
MoCook reported In person at the War
Depariment and was assigoed by Gen-
eral Halleck to duty in the vicinity of
Fort Stevens, and did the best that ¢ould
be done in the disposition and assign-
ment of the meager, though efliclent,
forces in the Northern ‘forts. Fort Ste-
vens was garrisoned with about 200 men.
At this time Governor Swan of Mary-
land was “"in a state of mind” concern-
ing the safety of Baltimore, and sent
alarming reports and pleas for military
&id to the President; but Lincoln, who
had become pretty well informed as to
the eituation, replisd to the governor
that he had not a soldier that was not

being disposed by the military for the
best protection of all, and that by the
latest accounts the enemy wns moving
on Washington and not on Baltimore.
“They cannot fy to either place,” he
sald. “Let ns be vigllant, but keep
ool

It was certain that the epemy was
coming down the Seventh Street pike,
and that Fort Stevens would be the
main point of attack, as had previously
been surmised. The “veteran reserves,*
go-called, constituting the police garri-
son of Washington, were relleved from
guard duty by the clerks of the Quar-
termaster General’s office, and they.
with the old soldlers In the hospital and
convalescent distribution camps, were
hastily organ‘ted into provisional regi-
ments, dismcunted cavalrymen having
no horses here were sent Into the
trenches to act as (nfantry; and the
mechanics, agents, ~clerks, overseers,
and laborers of the Quartermaster’s De-
partment who could be detached for a
day or two from their ordinary duties
were organized and armed and also sent
into the trenches. This "heterogeneous™
command was for the most part placed
under General Melgs, with headquarters
at Fort Slocum, the first fort east of
Fort Stevens, ctill further to the east

Lelng Fort Totten.
The District Militia at the Front.

Early on Monday morning, Juiy 11, the
entire militla (elght regiments) of the

Embrasare at Fort Stevens.

District of Columbla was called out and
sent to ‘‘the front." Before noon the
enemy's pickets commenced the at-
tack on the 150th Ohlo Regiment, form-
ing the pleket line in front of Forls
Btevens and Slocom (among which, by

the way, werz Scnator Harna and Gov-
ernor Nash of Ohlo}, and drove them
back. The enemy’s skirmizh line con-
tinupd to advance uutil it was within
legs than a hundred yards of the fort,
but to the right ei 'he Seventh Street
rond. They held whe ground for a
while, but were (~iv2n back by shells
from Forts Stevensg and Slocum. Mean-
while, Presldent Lincoin, who had been
out at Fort Stevens and thereabout
drove te the Seventh Street wharf to
| meet the first divislons of the Sixth
Corpa under the immediate command of
General Wheaton, which debarked at
noon, and marched to Fort Stevens ar-
riving there nbout 4 o'clock. The skirm-
lehers at Fort Stevens had been able,
with the aid of shelling from the forts
to hold the enemy well In check: and
from personal sources the writer has it
that the Twenty-fifth New York Cavalry,
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FTER many delays the monu-
ment erected over the remains
of the Iate Brig. Gen. Albert
Ordway {n the mational ceme-

tery st Arlington was unveiled with

simple but approprinte ceremonles
during the past summer. [avitations to
be pfﬂem were extended to sll con-
tributors to the monument fund and to
all officers of the Distriet of Columbia

National Guard, as well as to a number

of officials. The military personages in

atiendance wore thelir fatigue uniform
with slde arms.

General Ordway wns the

mander of the District of Columbia

Miiltia, as at present organired. The

monument bears the following Inscrip-

tion:

“Albert Ordway—Born February 24,

1843:Died November 21, 1887. Brevet

Brigadier General of U. S. Volunteers,

1865. Brigadier General Commeanding

District of Columbia Militla, 18B7-1857.

This niontment was erccted by officers

and enlieted men of the District of Co-

Jumbia National Guard, in loving recog-

nition of soldierly ability and unselfish

manliness of the highest and most un-
common character.”

General Ordway during the clvil war

was attached to the Department of North

Carolina, Army of the James, and the

Department of the South, Army of the

Potomae. He entered the service as a

private in the Fourth Battallon, Massa-

chusetts militia, April 19, 1861, and was
comrmissioned first lleutenant, Twenty-
fourth Massachusotts Infantry, Septem-
ber 2, 1861. He wns In the engagements
ut Roapoke Island, Newburn, Tranter's
Creek, with the Tarboro expedition, wan

first com

as alde-de-
headquarfers

General Ordway served
camp to General Prince,

Fifth Division, Elighteenth Army Corps,
during the engagement at Little Wash-
Ington, and was alde-de-camp &l head-
quarters Second Division, Third Army

ito couvey the President and his Cabipet

Corps, Artuy of the Potomeac, at Wap~

NERAL ORDWAY TO TH

GE

OF THE DISTRICT COMMEMORATL

F NATIONAL GUARD

forming a part of the plcket line, dis-

D IN STONE AT ARLINGTON

of-, the Distriet of Columbia MIilitia an-
nouncing hls death; copy of order par-
ading the IMstriet of Columbla National

Heights, ordnance
headquarters First Division,
under General Ter-

ping He wis
ficer,

Tenth Army Corps,

Scenes of the Battlefield
Where the Confederale
Army Attempted to Ene
ter the City—Met by the
Federal Troops—Presi-
dent Lincoln a Spectator
During the Exchange of
Shotand Sheil—The Part
of the District Militia in
Repulsing the Enemw.
Under Their First Fire.

tingulshed {tself perhaps beyond whatl
it Is glven credit In the rocords thus
far forming the history of this battle.

In the evening on the 11th the Con-
federate pickets made their appearance
again in force In front of Fort Stevens,
pressing the hard-worked Unlon pickets
hack. At ao'clock Gen. Wheatew'
marched outside the fort and trenclh‘.:
deploying hia whole brigade and re=|
lHeving our pickets. He drove the'
enemy back 500 yamls from the fort.:
The aight set in under these clroume !

stances, the Confederate pickets seek-'
Ing lodgement in the various houses, |
barns, shops, clumps of forest !r2es, ety !

Headquarters of Confederate Generals,

Generals Early and Breckenridge oce|
cupled the old Francis P. Blair homl‘.
and some of the other Confederate gens !
erals the James Blalr house. The fore
mer house was the general headquarters
of the Confederates, and it was here that|
they held high revel on the nights of the
10th and 11th. They cleared the cellars!
of the houses of all of the wines, lig«
uors, preserves, elc, and dispatched
them as only those skilled In the a.rl}
could dispose of them. They also’
turned things topsy turvy in the old‘
Blair mansion, and ransacked and scat<
tered all papers that could be Tound.

At dawn on the morning of Tuesday,
tha 12th, the lines of rebel skirmishera
could be seen from the parapet of Fort!
Stevens, and the enemy’'s plckets and'
sharpshooters opened fire from all of
the houses in front of Fort Stevens,
where they seemed to be massed. Fort
Stevens opened early on the enemy, di-
recting the first shots at Carbery’s house,
1,078 yards distant, then at the Rives
house. Fort Slocum opened with shell,
also directing Its fire to the houses and
other buildiogs and places aflording
lodgment and shield to the sharpshoot=
ers mnd pickets of the ememy. Fost-
master General Blair's and a number of
other houses were burned in these sc-
tions. Skirmishing was kept up all of
the forenoon of Tuesday by the advance
of the Sixth Corps of veterans.

General Wright in Command.

At noon on July 12 Gereral Crant gave
orders, through General Halleck, assign-
ing Major Genernl Wright to supreme
command eof all troops moviong out’
againat the enemy, and gave instruetions
that he should get outside the tronches
with all of the force he possibly could
and push Early to the last moment. Ab
this time the emtire Sixth Corps had
reached Washington and two divisions |
of the Nineteenth Corps came o next
day. While the enemy were well sup~
plied with cannon, not a single shot w
fired at the forts or upon our plckem‘
lices. Several attempts were mads ta'
plant batteries, but they were aban=
doned. But one casualiy occurred In the |
fort, a surgoen being slightly woundedj
in Fort Stevens. It should not be neg-
lectsd to be mentfoned that Fort Da
Russy rendered very efficlent service
throughout those engngements, over 1001
shots being fired therefrom.

At § o'clock in the evening of July 13
General Wrisht ordered Geperal “’heal-i
on to move agoinst the "_‘.uul‘»‘_‘dnr:ltcl
skirmizsh line and drive it back, and th!l1
he did by a most brillinnt movement.,

The ferts opened fire. and as had L-eeui
previously arranged, after the thirty«j

sixth shot from Fort Stevens had been

war, and wis mustered out with honor | Harrleg, honorary president; vice presf-
February 10, 1888, The deceasod was | dents, Brig. Gen. Cecll Clay. Col. M. E.
commissioned brigadier general, Dls- !l'rl-]]_ Col. Henry May, Lieut, (Col, Oscar
trict Militia, April 19, | F. Long, Lleut. Col. Theodore Mosher,
1887, Liout. Col. R. A. O'Brien, Lieut, Col.

The monument iz of Vermont granite, | R. B, Ross, Commander Robert P. Hains.
Attached is a bronze tallet. In a niche | Major E. H. Nenmeyer, president; Major
will be placed the following data H. H. Parmenter, treasurer;

of Columbia

Name Capt. C.

ry at Richmond and Petersburg Rall- | Guard for funeral ceremonies; unmount-
road, Drury's Bluff and Welr Bottom | ed photograph of deceased: ellpping from
Church, Washington newspapers announcing his
General Ordway was promoted to| death; elipping from newspaper contain-
captain June 1, 1564, to major Septem- | Ing pleture of the monument; lst of of-
ber £4, 18684: to Heutenant colonel No- | ficers of the Distrlot of Columbia Na-
vamber 15, 15684, and to provost marshal | tlonal Guard published January, 1902,
gomeral, Department of Virginla, with | The monument was erected through
rank of colonel, May 1, 1865, He was |the efforts of the Gen. Albert Ordway |
brevetted brigadier  general,  United | Memorlal Association, which collected
States Volunteers, Maroh 13, 1865, for | the necessary funds. The officers of the
highly meritorious services during the|sssoclation are: Brig. Gen. George H.

of Genernl Ordway nnd his military hig- lI-‘rm] Cook, financial seoretary: Lisut.
tory: date and plece of birth; date and| Charles ;. Mortimer, and Lisut. P, W
place of denth: copy of order Issued by | Smith, corresponding secrotnries.
- —H Y 1 i W D A r =~ o =~ = -
THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBIIC
Never an army like that, ne'er such For they made possible all we possess;
men as they, The Republic will know no such h:'-r\'-‘-*il
Ne'er n title so grand, or ¢auze &0 e mOre,
great, Bravely their country to hold and to |
And pever a vietor so ennobled  the bless! |
wny |
Weo'll find mne'er their mate, and

We'll have patriots and heroes till the
end of Time,
And meny o frivmph to tell in re-
unlon;
But none will outlive us in story sub-
1lme,
Like the brave men who fought for the

bless'd be thelr fate!
For the grandest of all we can boast of
today
Arp the matchless men of the G. A. R.,
As they march ‘neath the flags that
they brought from the fray;
Thelir story Is written ln ev'ry star!

|
\

Unlon!
Long may th er in scoulpt
Through many a battle they’'ve carrled onh;::l) so:;- e T ..m‘|
“0ld Glory!" 8 sie deed:
But one by one they are falling away; The’;.gz::’-‘:lit JOlS R ShelE; deeds Ko |
St proudly they carry thelr heads| rpoco jncomparable Vet'rans that to us
white and hoary— belong)

(Number thelr ranks on Memorial Day.)

Let us treasure them dearer, and honor And all at last in Heaven be crowned!

dhe Ordway Monument.

them more, =Jennle Porter Pardee.

fired, a signal was made from the!
parapet of that work and the commandeyr
of the skirmish line and three assault=.
ing regiments dushed forward, surpris-.
ing and hotly engaging the enemy, and
drove them until dark. Ths whole u.t-]
tack was gallant and successful, the last]
shot belng fired about 10 o'clock. The|
balnnce of the night was occupled Im|
burrying the dead and caring for the:
wounded,
President Lincoln on the Scene.

vigited,
under an escort of cave

Manwh!le President Lineoln

Fort Stevens,
airy, and atood for o while on the parae
witnessing the fight At el=
treaty Genernl Wright he stepped
down and took position behind the parae

the

)
pet

of

pet, afterward moving off toward the
west, along the line of forts.
During the night of the 12th Early

hurriedly lafr, moving toward the fords
of the Potomae, abandoning his wound-
in the hospital and under
clumps of trees. Generzl Viocent tells
of finding many Confederate wounded on
the 13th in'a most pltiable condition, al}
of whom thoy
[} l!“lll I'\'.

Early could not have made an nS=
sault upon the forts of Washington ba-
fore the late evenlng of the 1ith or the
morning of the 12th, and then it was too
late, The “0ld Sixth™ Corps was here,
besides other efficient soldlery.

There !s a bill now before Congress to
preserve Fort Stevens for a park, and,
for the sake of history, to perpetuate it
as & mark of the only battle fought
within the District of Columbia.

ed tents

cared for as best

were




