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theyr knew the crisie of their desperate
andertaking had arrived. All eyes
turned toward the part of the vessel
where the signal was.to be displayed.

It was not there,

Startled and disgusted by the turn
affairs had taken, the Southerners
steamed a little father away from the
war vessel and began to cruise slowly
abeut, awaiting the moment for the
signal to anpear.

An hour passed, and then another.
Still the light did not appear to tell
them that their opportunity had come.
Slewly but sarely the night wore away,
untii. _the faibt gray streaks in the
eastern sky told of the approach of day.
It was then the Confederates realized
that their plot had falled, and that their
Adreams of a vast and powerful South-
ern navy on the Great Lakes had been
rufdely awakened.

The Steamer Scuttled.

Sorely disappointed, they turned the
little steamer toward the Canadian
shore, and near the mouth of the De-
troit river scuttled her and allowed her
10 sink. They cne and all reached their
homes in safety. Even the Confederate
spy, Major Coiz, was afterward allowed
to escape, through the strong influence
Jbrought to bear in his case by officers

high in authority.
L L] - - L] -

. Long afterward John Y. Beall was
captured, iried, and hung on Governor's
Island, In New York Harbor. Some of
those who witnessed his execution have
Jmany times spoken of the sturdy and
masly bearing of the unfortunate man
~«during his imprisonment and the su-
preme moment on the scaffold. Major
Clarence A. Dix, the officer in charge,
asked Beall what he had to say as he
stood on the gallows. The reply was:
“Gentlemen, this is a judicial murder.
1 die in the service and defense of my
country.”

Col. Bennett' G. Burleigh, who was
Beall's right hand man in the capture
of the Philo Parsons, and who was one
of the prime factors in the entire move-
ment, is still living and sits as a mem-
ber of the Parllament of Great Britain.
His career has been full of all sorts of
experiences and adventures.

4 sons, but none of them came
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tempt that was made to establish a
Confederate navy =n the Great Lakes.
There was a number of attempis even
before the episode of the FPhilo Par-
50 near
to attaining success as did tha* single
bold stroke of Beall, Burleigh and their
followers.

The official records of the Confederate

never known by the Federals.

The first plan for a Confederate cruise
on Lhe Great Lakes originated in the
fertile brain of Licut. Willtam H, Mur-
daugh, an able ConYederate naval officer,
who had served on the Merrimec. His
original plan was more daring than any
oY those subsequently adopted, and ap-
peared to give more promise of success.
He formulated his plan late in 1862 and
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The good old gunboat Michigan is still |
in the service, flying the Stars and
Stripes, and is now, as then, the only
warship on the Inland sous.

But this was by no means the only at-

navy, which are preserved at the Navy
Department here. with what per-
slstence and determination the Rich-
mond government keyft at work on this
lne. They zlso give much information

show

submitied it to Secretary Mallory of the
Confederate Navy Department in Feb-
ruary, 1862, It is preserved in the Con-
federate naval records and reads as fol-
lows:

“The party to leave the Confederacy
gt the parliest possible day, to be ready
for commencing operations with the
opening of navigntion, which will be
probably about the middle of April

“The commanding officer to be fus.
nished with a letter of credit for $100,-
000, although it is not presumed thal
more than half this amount will ba ex-
pended.

On Lake Superior.

“After reachinz Canada to purchase,
through the ageancy of ‘some “Telloble
merchant, # small steamer, say ono of
200 tons, that can pass through th: Wel-
{land Canal. If practicahle, to let the
|agent equip and victual the vessei swnd
collect & crew of fifty men, ostensibly
with a view to mining operations on
Sl.ake Superior. If this Is not practie-
able the officers will separate and eol-
{1ect each a party and join the veasel at |
Inamo point on Lake Erie.
|Rh(- expedition not to be made known
| the men until the vessel {5 clear of the |
I(.‘anndlln coast, when sirong

induce-

ments In the way of pay, etc., must be
held out to them for makinz the at-|
tempt and still stronger ones for its |
|successful accomplishment. Those not

f“'llling to make the attempt to be re-
turned to the Canadian shore; those who
are willing to be shipped into the Con-
federate service. In collecting men, much
Judgment must be exercised in the se-
lections. The crew wiil be armed with
cutlasaps and revolvers. The vessel will |
be provided with & number of small iron |
buoys to be used as torpedoes, nnd also
the powder, fuses, etc., 0 charge and |
fire them. These are m be used in Ih:-:
destruction of canal locks. She muet !
also have on board plenty of spirlts of
turpentine and Incendlury compesition
for rapid work In startlag fires,

“The first point to be afned at is Bris, |
Pa., the arrival there to Le
to make it about 1 a. m. The steamor
to be lald alongside the Un'ted States

50 timed as |

upon plans of the Southern officials,

The ohjert nr|

2 {real.”

| Murdaugh, and was better equipped with
| “the needful.” The party wns provided

| to uge the proceeds of a cargo of cotton,

.and other perrons,

| carefully

carried with as little nolse as possible.
If there is a reasonable hopes that the
veszsel has been carrled without lts be-
ing known beyond the vessels engaged,
both vessels will leave the harbor apd
proceed toward the Welland Canal, with
a view to getting the smail steames
through into Lake Ontario becfore thoe
news of the capture should have resch-
ed the Canadians, who might frterpose
objections to her dot:!? 50, should the
object of her voyage De apparent. Dut
!f the capture Is not made secretly (len
the work of burning every particie of
Federal property afloat will be immedi-
ately commenced. Even in this Iattes
contingency, the attemnt will still be
made to get the small steamer into Lak«
fntario, when she, under the command
of the second officer of the expedition,
would have a fine fleld, but the most
{mportant part of her work would be Lo
destroy the aqueduct of the Erie Cunal,
which crosses the Geneszee River at Ro-
chester, seven mileg from the lake. and
the locks of a branch of this cannl at
Oswego. If a passage through the Wil-
land Canal for the small steamer shiould
be refused by the Canadians, both ves-
gels would operate in Lakes Erie, Huron,
and Michigan. In Lake Erle, after leav-
ing the town of Erie, Buffalo would be
the first point to be visited, the fleet of
trading vessels In its harbor apd the
locks of the great Erle Canal to be de-
gsiroyed. The next place would be Ton-
awanda, distant about thirty miles from
Buffalo, where there is also an entrance
into the Erle Canal, which would be ie-
stroyed. Then, coasting along the gouth-
ern shore of the lake, .destroy the locks
of the canals leading to the Ohlo River,
four in number, and burt the vessols
fallen in with. Then pass Detroit In the
night, and If possible without nolice,
pass through Lake Huron and Into Lake
Michigan, and make for the great ity of
Chicago. At Chicage burn the shipping
and destroy the locks of the Hlinols and
Michigan Canal, connecting Lake iilehi-
gan and the Mlssiselonl River. Then
turn northward, and, touching at Mil-
waukee and other place, but working
rapldly, pass agaln into Lake Huron, go
to the Sault Ste. Marle, and destroy the
lock of the eanal of that name. Then
the vessel conld be run into Georgian
Bay, at the bottom of which Is a rail-
way connecting with the main Canadian
lines, and be run ashore and destroyed.”

Mallory Gave Approval.

Mallory approved the plan, and con-
gented to provide $25,000 for the enter-
prise. Jefferson Davis at first approved
it, but afterward decided that any Con-
federate operations on the lakes would
too greatly embarraoss the relations of
the Confederacy with England., Mur-
daugh and most of those he had inter-
ested in the proposed raid were ordered
abroad. And so0, as afterward reported,
“the inviting' and brilliant scheme™ was
rejected. He always blamed the ultl-
mate failure of the several Confederate
enterprises agalnst Great Lake cltles to
the changes made in hig original plans.

“Months of preclous time had passed
¢, to quote the Confederate reports,

have béen used to transfer the

Vice Chairman Citizen

and then as soon aF thoey were outside
of British waters rise on the officers and
crew and then run the steamer to the

island. The detnlls were arranged with
much more thoroughness Lhan were
these for the abortive effort actually

made a year later. Lieutenant William-
son sént a reliable man to Sandusky and
Iearned that the Michigen was at au-
chor 200 yards from the island, with
gix guns bearing on the prison: that
there were only 400 soldlers on the [sl-
and, and that the ouly guns were LWwo
howitzers, one on the ferrvboat plying
hetween Sandusky city and the isiand,

Lieutenant Minor, who appears to
have heen the executive officer of this
expedition, managed to secure A con-
siderable quantity of warlike stores, al-
thouzh the work had to be done with
great cnutfon. His subsequent report
to the Confedernte Navy Departmaont
shows that they secured two 9-peund
cannon, 100 navy revolvers, pistol am-
munition, powder and bullets in large
quantities. They dld not dare to in-
vest in cannon balls and cutlnsses, for
toar nf nrousing Hritish susplefon, but
they showed their grim determination

away,

when in August, 154, Secretary Mallory
authorized Licuts, Jahn Wilkinson and
| R. I Minor (the latter formerly Mur-
daugh’s ward-room messmate on the
Merrimac) to organize an expedition
|agninst the Michigan and lake cem-
:nrrc'«. Presldent Davig had now veered
{around and sald, “It is better to fail
than not to make the attempt, az it his
already been vaguely talked of in Mon-
The expedition to on
Hnes - than that proposed Ly

wns b

different

with $35,000 in gold, and also authorized

riterward sold in Halifax for $111,000—n
total of $146,000.
The raiding party
posed of John Wilkinson, .
It. P. Loyall, and three other Confeder- |
ate lleutenants, several acting masters, |
twenty-twa in all. !
They ran the Wilmington blockade un- |
der a heavy filre October 7, 1862, and
reached Halifax. There it wns ostents-
tiously given out that the party was en
route to England. Soon, however, they
divided, and proceeding by different
routes across New DBrunswick and Que-

was originally com- ¢
R. D. \Hunr.|

bee, arrived, under assumed names, i
Montreal October 21.
The Second Raiding Project.
Here the second ralding project was

matured. The plan was for
take passage lake |

the party to on a

steamer Michigan, and that vessel to be | steamer at Windsor (opposite Detroit) |\v. ere to be turned on the headquarters |

| eity

I tols, dumbbells, and butcher knives safe-

by buying a large quantity of dumbbells
for eannon balls and butcher knives for
cutlasses.

The originel party of twenty-one was
{nined at Toronto by thirty-two ex-
rebels, officers and privates, who had es-
capod to Canada from Northern prisons.

Arrangements were made to board &
screw steamor pl¥ing between Ogdens-
burg and Chicago, as lahorers hound to
the latter elty to he employed on t
waterworks. A man pamed Con-
to Ogdensburg, and pald
s for a party at

Welland Canal.
of ndding as
ng he could
asel reachec

he
nelly was sent I
for twenty-five passage
oo thn
privilege
“laborers
the ve

8t. Catherines
He secured the
many additional
-\m-urn by the time
St. Catherines,

Assembled at St. Catherine's.
No suapicion had been arousad, and the
party azeembled safoly at 5t, Catherines,
with the Confederate guns, powdsr, pls-

boxed as machinery.

The plan of this expedition was “when
clear of British jurisdiction to rise and
overpawer the officers and crew, seize
the steamer, secura the prisoners, mount
the guns, arm the men; and proceed jo
Sandusky.” It was hoped to reach the

Iy

L. P. SHOEMAKER,

prisoners later to Canada, forty
distant. Then, the six captured
were all to be manned with the
daring of the liberated Confedernte p
oners. “Then,'” peported Lieuten:
Minor, “we would have the lake
at our merey, and all the vast
merce of Lake Erie as our just and Ia
ful prey.”

EsetE s ssEETsAsssEREEA s sT sl RN

A. J. L. W.—Your solicitude
is fully appreciatod. and a few
nights afier November 4 a car-
riage will be at your door. All
seeming obstacles will be re-
moved, He ready.

The above innccent notice ap
in the personal column of the 3
York Herald” Iln October, 1863, It
the prearranged notice to the
erate prisoners that the date of the
fort to liberate them was at hand.

But while the lttle band of
mined Confederates was confidently
awalting the coming of the Ogdensbm
packet up the canali something
pened.  Secretary Welles telegraphe
all lake mayors to be on the lookos
and the awakened British authorit
orderced the arrest of any vessel p
the upper terminus of the canal
any susplelous pumber of pnssengs
on board. The Confederate officers
ways belleved themselves to have bee
hetrayed to the Britizh authorities hy
Canadian named McCalg, whom
trusted, but the actual source of Welles

information is not known to this day.
The betrayal of the plan necessi

of the expedition. The principal offie
proceeded to Montreal and from
made their way in open wagons
buggles in bitterly cold weather through
the wilds of lower Canada and New
Brunswick  ““We often looked,"
Lieutenar. Minor, "into the houses
the Malne side of the river with a des
sire to do to them as their mle do
to ours.” They shipped again at H |-
fax and succeéded in again running '
Wilminzton bloekade. By February
1564, the leaders were back at Rich-
mond, and Minor completed his re
of the flasco with the statement: "hs“

8' Executive Committee.

et Johnson's Izsland, and a boat sent
ashore to demand an immediate sur-
render of the Confederate prisoners, and
all guns and material of war. This was
figured as easy, and probably would have

MR. CHAPIN BROWN,
Chairman Committee on Legislation.

Michigan by daylight, “colllde with her
as if by accident, and board and carry |
her with cutlass and pistol.” There her |
guns, londed with grape and caniste

'been If the plan had succeeded thus fa:, ] for treachery, which no gne can guard

| against, our enterprise would have been
been offered. The next move was to be | the feature of the war and our little
the capture of six steamers known to be In.u'y have won another laurel wreath
at the Sandusky wharf. These would | of glorious renown.”

for but ineflectual resistance could have

PIRATICAL SEIZURE OF THE STEAMFR GEORGE POST BY THE REBELS

SEMALL jron cannon,
added to the extensive |
tion of war relice in the posses- |
sion of Mr. Frank Hume, a well-

known resident of Washington, I, (., Is
associated with an interesting Im-idun'I
of the civil wor, the piratical seizure of
the steamer George Post, In the I‘owmnr
River by adventurous r=cesslonisis.

recently
collec-

In ante-bellum days this cannon form-
ed the armament of a sloop in the ser-
vice of the State of Virginla, which was
employed principally with the recapture
of escaped slaves. The northern houn- |
dary of Virginin was 1the first objective |
polot of the runaway black on his way
to the free States. Once beyond he was
certain of such assistance as he requir-
ed, Sympathizers would furnish food
and clothing and would direct him on
hie journey along the chain of the "un-
derground railway,” which led to Canada
and liberty. To prevent this was the
misslon of the gloop’s service, and she
patrolled the waters forming the boun-
dary between Maryland and Virginia,
far up the Potomar as was navigable for |
a vessel of her draft. Constantly on the
alert, she Wwas often called upon to use
the cannon with which she was armed
for halting such vessels as were suspect-
ed of harboring black fugitives.

When Virginia seceded from the Un-
fon in April, 1561, was & time of general
unrest. Sumter had fallen, and at Pal-
Yimore demonstrations had been made by

ns

{local papers on the following Monday

Inter it was circulated that she had been
struck or sunk by a cannon shot, In at-

secession sympathizers against the Fed-
eral volunteers en route for Washington.

Hostllitles in the field had not com-
menced, but both the Unionists and
Confederates were preparing for strife,
and were tensely braced for the ap-
preaching confliet.  Virginia inftiated
her withdrawal from the Union by the
| confiscation of such properiy—Federal or
private—as she required for defense in
the struggle which must inevitably en-
sue. Arms and munitions of war, avail-
able water craft, fortifications, publie
buildings—everything of possible utility
was selzed,

Prior to this steambont
between  Baltimore and
transacted the necessary
carrying passengers and freight, and
made scheduled stops at varlous wharfs
b@wenn the two terminals. Owing, In
some Instances, to the seizure of the
stegmers engaged in this trafMe, and in
other cases to an antlelpation of such a
result, this business was suspended,

The George Post was one of the last
steamdare to make this trip. On Satur-
day, April 20, 1561, she started from her
wharf at Washington loaded ns uwunl
with freight and passengers, The
George Post never reached her destina-
tion. Rumors were published in the

lines plying
Whashington
business of

that she had been selzed by the Vir-
ginla authorities at Alexandrin, and

tempting to pass Fort Washington, while
on her way to Acquia Creek in the Con-
federate service, Nothing definite, how-
over, was kncwn for some time of the
particulars.,

She carried on this trip, leaving Wasgh-
ington, among others, five passengers
costumed In female attire, who in en-
gaging passage had represented them-
gelves ns school teachers, These women
were of a large stalwarl type with mien
more suggestive of the sterner sex than
of that to which they were supposed to

belong. In the hurry of departure they
escaped more than casunl comment, and
made themselves invisible,
possible up to the moment of departure
From that time they became very much
In evidence. At the instant when the
bont left the wharf they made thelr ap-
pearance., Separately they were uh-|
served to make their way to \.II’I'III“|
parts of the boat. Thelr magculine
stride and resolute manneér might have |
heen attributed to habitual self.reliance,

8 HOOnD 0§

and insigted vpon ta
that
it #uch
| the
ohserve
but had more the appearance of that [!rnn--rnrr:n:mun had

manly quality of decislon
the ution of a desizn,

Omne of these Individuals found the wny
Lo the pllot houge

demanded n |

exec

and opened conversn-
tion with the captaln who wag thoere
puiding the vessel through the narrow
river channel. To his surprize his vis-

1tnr sugEe '

stedd an ab

Ity to net ns pilot,
1g the wheel for

Thoroushly astonigshed
a demend from such a source
eapiain turned d in t
the person tured A
plnes The

pirpose,

¥
who ver

+« SOME HUMOROUS bTORIES OF TRAGIC TIMES:

NE of the Pennsylvania old-time The tollowing It told by a New York |poured the eannlster into them. The ad-
fighters says that when the |¢r. Who we-urus;(};‘:llull] r\rllllf' Ili‘i‘l;:«-: I vancing c¢olumn was literally torn to

- T tia - “The boys of the One Hundred and|pleces by them. Our friend on the rock

State was greatly “‘“fd OVET | Soventh supported Cotheren's Hattery at {:n'-rnmﬁ‘ frantie In his -h-nlm:.wrr:utuz::ﬁ :;

the threatened invasion of|Antletanr. At about the hottest of the delight, and as one of the battery sec-

the rebels, everybody shouldered arms |fight the enemy massed themselves op- [tlon sent shrapnel. which mowed down

snd was ready to rush inte the|DPosite our front !'rr;.rl u!:i assault on Co-|a long row of Johnnies, he swune his

y 7 2 theren's position. 1¢ battery was short | eap, and, shouting so that the ":\I.'l. eh
bRstiafiels, Sulybenthe ””h_ﬂh’m‘m“”” of ﬂmml?nltinlh and 80 reserved their nll could hear hitl‘u sung ont: ' i
nt its height, General McClellan had|fra  while throughout the whole fleld| * ‘Bull-e-e-¢! Set ‘om up on the other |
driven the enemy off, and Governor Cur- [there was a Iull in the tumult. The alley!" ™ =

tin recalled the troops. A young man |rebels advanced In a solld mass, with a : L PR
who was deeply imbued with the spirit }"‘l"f""‘l"’ﬂ of mD""““E:‘"I:l P";fl“';:l.\‘ ihl"nmlll A mn-:nl)m; of one of the Migsourl lm.-:r-.:|
: ul. L was a mome which tried th@| tells the following good story

nL patriotism and religlon, was describ- nerves of the bravest. In the meantinre, A vigitor nt a conyvalescent camp
Ing his own feelings during this period. |one of our lads, becoming quite Inter- | asked the reason for so many. deaths,
He was slow In coming to his decislon, [ested in the affair, cllmbed a high rock, | *Well, vou see,” said one of the sur-
but sald ‘I sought the direction of |where he could view the whole scene | geons, “the Government lald our a num- |
Heaven, and 1 heard a voice saying unto (He ocoupled his place unmindful of the | her of big graveyards, nud soldiers al- [
me, '‘Go,' and I was on the point of |bullets which were buzzing llke bees| ways avail themselves of all Government

going when Governor Curtin counter-
manded the order,”

around us. The rebels came on nntl] we
could see their faces, and then Cotheren

nllowances. die

fast.”

That's why they 80

| commander of

the needs of the Confederate authoritiess
she directed to proceed
Acquin Creek, whence cars had
|]l|‘

himeelf |
| This done
At once

the ship found
confronted by a man who undou

proposed that the suggestion offered by

bredly was

the school teacher should be foilowed, | been sent to Richme to obialn men
and he seconded his persistence with a | and ammunition. The steamer started
revolver. 'The movement of the cuplaln | for this destination, ard in passing Fort
to summon assistunve was Wasl ton she wns fired upon. Ale
vented. The persuasion in the though struck she was not disabled, and
was offered, was unanswernble 1 SUOCHE ]"k[ in making Acquia Creek. Im
foetive, The wheel and the vessel | the meanwhile n Federal revenue cutter
chaneed bar without further disturb- | had be nt after her, and soon after
gnee or resistance The four compan- she left Acyuin Creek on her retura
jons in this piratieal adveniure having Joiney fell in with her, .
digpensed with thelr dlsguises a8 school With all steam on, the George Post
tenchers, bad with similar peranasion | endeavor « to evade the Unlon boat and
uppressed any hostility from the en- | € Sl The cutter gave pursuit, firlng
gincer. The complement of the ship's | at froquent intervals a shell from =
manifest were likewise convinced that | emall gun whith she carrfed. Although
resistance was useless: | & fleeter boat, the George FPost was ubs
These Ave men formed part of the able to dodge the of the enemy.

erow of the sailboat which had been| It wns a stern chase, and the flying
quietly, by tacks, following after the | boat was unable to use her caanon
Georze Post. This s the sloop used which was ferward, Her case was ab
for the copture of runaway blacks, and | :“-‘“l"l-“ 1_1"1“-‘1‘ , vapzpe was Impossible.
disgulsed usg an innocent pleisure crafl |:h" had ""’_":_‘ ruck in vital places and
The engine of the George Post  wis | was fast sinking. It was determined to
stopped and the sloop, when signaled, | beacl the boat, und having been set on
| enme alongside. The nan was raigeq | fire the ill-fated vessel was turned to-
to the deck of the steamboat, then | Ward the shore. Ar the moment of
. | ching she eoxploded, but her crew

mounted forward. The George Pest was taking to water, escaped to land, and.

witr In the service of
This selzure was,

now a of
the State of Virginla.

vesse] found their way to their command,

The hulk of the vessel was permitted

¢r coupse, denounced by the Federal|to remain at the scene of her final mis-
gqovernment as an act of plracy. P |ha;- through the peried of the war and
The courpe of the steamer was nNow | untll ehe fell 1o pleces. The cannon was
directed toward Alexandripn. Here she | recently recovered by persons [n the
was unlonded and her freight con-|locality, and eventually found its way
fiscated. She was hurrledly prepared for ! into the possession of Mr. Hume,




