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changes that have been wrought
v, economically and politically
s beautiful Southland of ours
the short period of time, {rom
10 1905 is a hard matter to grasp
» multitudes now on the stage of

240 there was not a mile of rail-
the whole state of Alabame
jorida, tbe telegraph was un-
and as for the telephone, the
zzestion of such a possibili-

mld have brought ridicule on the

id enough to have made it.

travel in those days was by pri-

conveyance, stage coach, or river

very fine steamboats plying the
rivers of ° the

sene oil had not been discover-

of affluence.

The friction match, which you will
see in the hands of almost every boy
that you meet on the streets was un-
known, and the frugal house keepers
of those days, before refiring for the
night, were Very careful to secure a

fire for the next morning by covering
up a portion of the evening fire with
a bank of ashes,

Stoves and grates were unknown,
and all the homes were heated with
large open fire places.

Each well equipped home in Alaba-
ma and other southern states, manu-
factured on the farm nearly all the
cloth, clothing and shoes for white
and black, and once a week the candle
moulds were brought out #nd candles
for the coming week were made. They
were generally made of a mixture of
iallow and beeswax, which had been
carefully laid aside for this purpose.

These statements are made as a pre-

see the great contrast in actual life
between 1840 and 1905.

The neighborhood in which the wed-

ding occurred was occupied by farm-|
ers, who in most instanées were com-
fortably situated, owning several hun-,
dred acres of land and from ten to fiftv |

slaves, an¢ the people were all on the
same footing socially,
u()i the number of acres or slaves ow n-
o

. One family, Boldere by name, good
and worthy people, and well thought
of by their neighbors, were rich only

in children and their good reputation.|

without regarid |

The oldest daghter, Miss Harriett,'

was nearing what we would now call
the period of doubtful age, but in those
days old maid.

In the same neighborhood lived an
oid bachelor, Robert Porterfield, and
Cupid in one of his pranks, landed an
arrow

in his erstwhile arrow proof
frame, and he and Miss Harriet be-
came engaged to be married, and the

that it set every household in more
or less of a state of excitement, and it
was soon declded by the neighbors
that Miss Harrlet and Mr. Porterfield
should have a first-class wedding.
All the nearby families freely offer-
ed to assist In furnishing crockery-
ware and other good things needed to
make a wedding supper which a prince
and princess might have been proud
of, and all with one accord, entered
heartily intp the work, each endeavor-
ing to make up some cake or dish that
would be just a little better than any-

| body else would furnish.

With this feeling astir in the neigh-
borhood, it is needless for me Lo stata
that the spread and arrangements for
this special event, excelled anything
that ‘had ever been seen up to that
date in that county.

Bridesmaids and best men were on
hand in their best. As so many fami-
dies had assisted in arrangmg and fur-
nishing supplies for this happy event,

oil had not been discovered, and
Rockefeller was unknown, so the wed-
di¥g supper was lighted with home-
made wax candles and home made
chandeliers.

One of my sisters,
young misses,
holder,
how to read the marriage service,
for the time bheing, these four young
misses were “the envy of their less
fortunate young friends, for they were
considered as officials at this great
wedding.

The marriage service having been
completed, and congratulations freely
extended, supper was announced, and
I, hanging on to my father’s hand was
at last seated at the prettiest tablz,
and one with more good things on it
than I had ever seen. It was simply
loaded with everything that was like-
v to tempt a hungry boy, and especial-

with three other

As I stated in the prelude, keroseng'

was appointed candle’
so that the parson could see’
and |

bountiful supply was on the side ta-
bles to be servad the guests.

This, 1 was too young to understand,
iand as soon as 1 had taken a hasty
survey of the table, my eye lighied
{on a dish which seemed to me to be
| very tempting, and without hesita-
tion I reached for it, but my father
caught me by the arm and whisperei
in my ear, “that is not to be eaten.”
Failing in my first assay, 1 again as-
tempied to appropriate fempting
dish, and again received the same
check and the whispered admonition,
“that is not to be eaten.”

A third time I made the attempt
with the same check and after again
taking a careful survey of the table
and selecting a very tempting dish
which was out of my reach, I point-
ed to it and said, “father is that for
eat?”

This of course caused conskiemable
merriment at my expense, and is about
the last thinz that I remember abomut
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. lude day for this happy event had been whole families were invited to this!ly one like me who never did like|my first wedding in Lowndes, - :
and lamps were unkmown as a :“ th[(') a description of the weddiag, named. wedding supper, and it was in this|to wait when others were eating. Mr. Robert Porterfield and Miss e bt
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