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THE RETURN OF SHERLOCK HOLMES

e By A. Conan Doyle=
Author of “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes,” “ The Hound of the Baskervilles,” “The Sign

"

LS 2 S X 2N

——

Ao

"ILLUSTRATED BY F., D. STEELE,

of the Fouws,” Etc.’

AT
AT A

B S S St T SRR g NS SN Y

R Sal Dl Seg Dot 2 2

SO

»,
v

* . i

XS gy gg xS S S Sl S s SR

N
AL

Ton a motive.

& Jens and rolling up the

ve done enough for one
" work for the eyes.

Coprvighs, by Colllgr’y Weekly.

“NOW, MY DEAR HOPKINS, DRAW

Al

.

L3

L

g
e

UP AND WARM YOUR TOES™

grow under my feét. 11's down in Rent,
sevgn miles from Chatham and three
trom e raliway line. 1 was wired for |
at 3:15, reached Yoxley Qld Place at 5,
econducted wy Juvestigation, ‘'was back
at OBaring Crass by the last train, and
straight te you by cab™

“Which means, 1 sappose, that you |
are not quite clear sbout your case?”

“It means that I' can make neither
head nor tall of it. Bo far as I edn see,
it Is just as tapgled a bhusiness as evor
§ bandied and yet at first i scemed so

What one coukin't go  wrong.
There's no motive, Mr. Balmes., That's
what bothers me. L can’t put my haud
Here's. a -man. deag—, |
there's no deaying that—but, so far as
I ¢an =ee, no reason on esrth why any
one should wish him harm.”

Holmes lit his cigar and leaned back |
In his chair. :

“Leat us hear abovt-it," said he.

“T've got my facts pretty clear,” said
Stanley Hopkins. “All 1 want now is
to know what they all mean. The sto-
ry. 8o far as I can make it out, is like
this: Some years ago this -country
honse, Yoxley Old Piace, was taken
by an elderly man, who gave the name
of Professor Coram. He waeg an in-
valid, keeping his bed half the time
and the other half ‘hobbling round the
bouse with a stick or being pushed
about the grounds by the gardener in
a bath chair. He wps wel] lked by
the few neighbors who ealled upon
him, and he has the reputation down
there of bélug a very learned mon.
His houseliold nsed (o cousist of an
elderly housekeeper, Mrs. Marker, and
of a maid, Susen Tarviten: These huve
both been with him sinee bis arrival,
and they seem to bBe womgen of excel-
lent character. The professor is writ-
ing a learped book, and he found it

necessary about & year age to engage
:

idu.)l‘ close,
! there was 4 dreadfal ery

{'was a heavy

i shnt, aud she opened it

a mtea, #nl {uere is nothing to pre-
vent any one from walking in.

“Now I will give you the evidence
of Susan Tariton, who is the only per-

I'son, who ecan say anything positive

abont the matter.. It was in fhe fore-
noon, between 11 and 12, She was en-
gaged at the moment in hanging some
curiains

room, Professor Coram was still

keepet was busied with some work in
the back of the house,
Smith bad been in hig,bedroom, which
he uses-as a sitting room, but the maid
heamd bhim at that moment pass glong
thi¢ passage nud descend to the study
immediately” below her. She did not

see him, bat she says that she could |

firm
study
later
in the roomn
It was a wild, hozrse scream,

in his
not hear
minugie

mistaken
She aid
but

not be
tread.

gquick,
the
a or so

below,

| 80 strange and unanatural that it might

have come
woman, At

from a man
insiant

either
the
thud  which
old house, and then all was
The maid stood petrified for a moment,
and theu, recovering her courage,
ran dowustai The study door
Inside young

or a
there

same

BLCHOE,
ghe

rs

Mr, Willoughby Smith
upon the floor, At
no imjury, bLat as

first she could see
she tried to raise
him she saw blood was pouring
from the underside his neck. It
was pierced by a very small but very
deep wound, win¢éh had
carotid artery. The instrument

which the injury had

that

with
been inflicted lay
himm. It was
one of those small sealing wax knives
to. be found on fashioned wWriting
tables, with an ivory handle and
stilf blade. It was part of the fittings

heside

old

a mrj’ m first two th.l he tried ’o( the pro’smr" own desk.
| were not successes, but the third, Mr. |

Wilionghby Smith, & wery young man
straight from the university, seems to
bave been jJjust what his employer
wanted. His work consisted in writ-
ing all the morning to the professor's

]dictnuou. and be usually spent the
| evening in hunting up references and

passages which bore upon the next

' duy's work. This Willoughby Bmith

bes pothing against bim, either as a |
boy at Uppiungham or as a young man
at Cambridge. 1 have seon his testi-
monials, apd from the first Be was a

| decent, quiet, hardworking feflow, with

RO weak spot in bim at sll . And yet

| this is the lad who has met his deaih

| the windows.

up, my dear sir,” sald Holmes™ |

abeve. “1 hope you have no
g such a pight as this ™
P monuted the stairs, ana
gleamed upon his shining wa-
. 1 Belped him out of it. while
bes knocked a blase out of the logs
the grate.

“Now, my dear Hopkins, draw up
and warm toes ” said he. “Here's
2 cigar. and doctor has s preserip-
oo containing hot water and a lemon
which is good medicine on a night Nke

It meat be =omething important

has brought you out in such s
R I8 Indeed, Mr. Holmes. T've had

§ baveu’t lot the grass | don to Chatham mad. it opens with |
"‘ -.

t

i
:

this morning in the professor's study
under cirenmstances which ¢an point
only to »murder.” '

The wind bowled apll screamed at
Holmes and 1 drew
closer to the fire, while the young in-
spector slowly and point by poiot de-
veloped his singuiar narrative.

“If you were te search all England,”
said bhe, *I dow't suppase yoa
find a bhousehold more self contained or
freer from outside Influences. " Whole
weaks would pass and not ene of them
go past the ganden gate. "Lhe pro
fessor was buried iz his work #nd ex-
isted for uothing eise. Young Smith
knew nobody in ihe nelghborbood and
lived very much as bhis employer did.
The two women bhad pothinhg to take
them from the bhouse  Moriimer, the
gardener, who wheels the bath chair,
is an army peusiouer..an old Crimean
man of excellent character. He does
pot live in the house, Lut in & three
roowmed cottage at the other snd of
the garden. These are the only poo-
ple that you would Snd within the
grounds of Yoxiey Odd Place. At the
same time the gufe of the garden is a
hundred reamds from the main Len-

could

“At first the mald thought that young
Smith was already desd, but on pour-
ing some water from the carafe over

| his forehead bhe opened his eyes for an

instant. - The professor,” he murmur-
ed—‘it was she.” The maid is prepared
to swear that those were the exact
words., He tried desperately to say
something else, and he held his right
hand up in the alr.
dead.

“In the meantime
had arrived upon
she was just too lat
msn's ng words
with the body, she hurried to the pro
fessor's room. He was sitting up in
bed borribly agitated, for be had beard
enough to convince him that something
terrible had occurred. Mrs
prepared to swear that the
was still in hiz night clothes,
deed, it was im;»m»il‘lo'- for
dre without the

=S

the housekécper
but

' :
AiS0O the |0Cene,

atok the yoing
Leaving Sasan

to «

dri

Marker is
professor
and, in-
him to
Mortitaer,

help of

whose orders were to come
o'clock.
heard the distant cry, Dbut
knows nothing n He
explanation young
words,

at o
that he
that he

give no

The professor decls

f tha
oL Tt

T oy $
I'be professor—it was

that they were

imagines ! t itcom
of delirium. He believes that Willough
by Smith had not an
world, and can give no reason for the
criise,. His first was {o send
Mortimer, the gardener, for the local
police. A little Inter the chief con-
gtable sent for me. Nothing was mov-
ed before I got there, and striet orders
were given that no one shenld walk up-
on the paths leadinz to the house. 1t
was a splendid chao~e of putting your
theories inte practice, Mr. Sherlock
Holmes. There was really nothing
wanting.”

“Except Mr Holmes™ gaid
my companlon, with a somewbhat bifter
smile.  “Well, let us bhear abbot it

i
+3

enemy in the

action

Sherlo~k

! give you a general
| of the professor’s study and the vari- |

i Holmes' knee,

in the "upstairs front bed- |
in
bed, for when the wé&ather is bad he !
seldom rizes before midday. The house- '

Willoughliy |

shook the !

wWas

was stretehed !

divided the |

a |

{ that palimpsest.

Then he fell back |

¢t nished room.

i 8Os

What sort of a job aid you make of
™

“1 must ask you first, Mr. Holmes, to
glance at this rough plan, which will
ideq of thie position

ous points of the ease. It will help

{ you in following my investigation,” ,
which |

He unfolded the rough chart,
I here reproduce, and he laid it across
I rose and, standing be-

Iolmes, studied it over his shoul-

hind H
der.

“It is very rough, of course, and It on-
ly deals with the points whi¢h seem to
me t¢ be essential. All the rest you
will see later for yourself.e Now, first

of all, presuming that the.@ssassin en-

| tered the house, how did¥he or she

come in? Undoubtedly byithe garden
path and the back deor, ér»:u which
there is direct access to thestidy. Any

I .y 3
“other way would have bes® exeeeding

Iy complicated. The escap i
also been made along thaj for of
the two oiher exits from the room one

was blocked by Susan -as ran

qast have

ine

she

| downstairs and the other leads straight
| to the professor’s bedroom.

I therefore
directed my attention at once to the
garden path, which was saturated with

: recent rain and would certainly show

any footmarks.

“My examination showed me that 1
was dealing with a cautious and ex-
pert criminal. No footmarks were to
be found on the path. There could be
no gwestion, however, that some one
had passed along the grass
which lines the path and that
done so in order to avoid
track. I could not find any

horder
he had
leaving a

thing In tie=e

=

Hepkins' plan of Yozley Old Place.

nature of a distinet impression, but the
rass was trodden down and some one
had untioubtediy passed. It could only
have been the murderer, since neither
the gardener nor any one else had been
there that morning and the Taln had
only begun during the night.”

“One moment,"” said Holmes.
does this path lcad to?”

“To the road.”

“How long is it?

“A hundred yards or so.”

“At the point where the path passes
through the gate you conld surely pick
up the tracks?

“Unfortunately the path was tiled
at that point.” )

“Well, on the road itsel??™

“No, it was all trodden into mire."”

“Tot tut! Well, then, these tracls

“Where

| mpon the grass, were they coming or

going?”

“It
Wils never

“A large foot

“You couklld rot distinguis!

Holmes ghve an ejaculation of im-
patience,

“It bas been pouring rain and blow-
ing a hurricane ever since,” s#£d he.
“It will be harder to read now than
Well, well, it can't
be helped. What did you de, Hop
kins, after you had made certain that
yon had made certain of nothing?”

“I think I made  certain of a good
deal, Mr. Holmes. I kuew that some
one had entered the house cautiously
from without. I next examined the
corridor. It lined wil nut
matting and had taken Do impression
of any Kind. . . This - brouglt
the study itself. It is a scantily -
The main
large writing table with a
bureau. - This bureau consists
doublé column of drawers, with
tral cupboard between

was impossible to

outiine.”

wny

Q" & Ssmall

2 3
is i foron

me inio

article is

fixed
of a
a ¢en-
them.

smatl

| The drawers were open, the cupboard

locked. The drawers, it
always open,
was kept
papers of importance
-

yut there were

it seePms, wer
hipo
ning

not Ol Viliu

L her

and
in them. were s
in the cupboard
no signs

ith, and the profess
nothing was missing

that no robbery has bee

*

that this had
ampered w
we that
certain
rommitted.

“1 comne now to the body of the yow
man. It was foumd near the 2,
and just to the left of it as marked
upon that ¢hart. The stab was on the
right side of the meck and from behind
forward, so that it i< almost Lmpossi-
Gle that it could have been seif in-
flicted.”

“Puoless he fell upon the kftfe” =aid
Holmes.

“Exactly.
mind,
foeet

3

The idem crossed my

But we found the Epife some
away from the body: that
impossible.  Theu, of course,
ihere are the man’s own dying wonls.
Aund, finally, there wis this very im-

S50

poriaut piece of evidenee which was |
) T8 . . o B - .

i finement and weil dressed,

D o ko s s
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“YES, SIR,

found clasped in the dead man’s right
hand.”
From
drew a i ]
folded it and d
nez, with two
cord .dang
“Willoughby

sight.’

his

stanley Hopki

' He

I
i

ae aade 1. - ' . De jl )
that irom

face or the person of the assassein,”

guestion

llh"
Sherlock Holmes took the g

to his hand and

the atm

] them

A[ICE 10
nr T 1
esxammed o

on

m with
He
to

n-

¢
t
ost attent and iz st

WA
his nose,
them,

endeavored

o

beld on

cad through
dow and stared up
them ked ¢

went the

i

i ol | |
to Stanley
“That's
aid he,
use.’”’
The

note al

) name any articles which aff
finer field for inference than a pair of
glasses, especially so remarkable a pair
as these, That they beloug woman
I infer { um their delicacy and also of
course from the last words of the dying
man. As to her bheigg a person of re
they are, as
handsor in
and it is Inconceivable that

wio

ol ¥
r'a u

wa

you
solid gold,
any one

be slatternly

perccive ely mounted
wore such could
in other respects. Yon
will find that the elips are too wide for

.\’HT!Y' I

glasses

y2e, showing that the lady's noze
Was ]

of nose

sisting unon

lescription. face

My own
*

r onie, and yet I find that I
th

my eves int ol e o

] 3

nter-nor

center of these gilasses,

» the lady's eves are set very

You will

e ‘l',\')t'“
P il
Holmes took the glasses in his hand,
will he

ps are lined with tiny b

“You
the «

perceive,” aaid, “that
inds

upon the

> o 4
x01

) the
{ne

en pressure

) of these is disecolored and
worn to some siight extent, but
other is new. Evidently

off apd been replaced. 1 should jndge
that the older of them has not been
there more than & few months. They
exactly correspond, so [ gather that the
lady went back to the same establish-

ment for the second.”

one has fallen

Ytrr’". :

o kLN "
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IT IS A CRUSHING ‘BLOW,” SAID THE OLD MAN,

-

“By George, if's marvelons!” eried
Hopkins, an ecstasy of admiration.
“To think that T had all that evidence
in hand and never knew it! I had
i1 however, to go the round of
the London '

“Of course you would.

my
"nn.('wY,
opticians
Meanwhile,
have you anything more to tell us about
th
“Nothing, Mr, Holmes, I think that
yw as much as I do now—prob-
We have had Iinquiries
stranger on the
at the rallway sta-
heard of none. What
of all object

of a motive

you kn
ably nu

e

made as Been

e any
conutry roands or

: . bl
tion. We Dave

¢ the ntter
Not a

suggest,

vant

)
gnost
ghost

in a posltion to
gs%e you wan: us
much, Mr,
train from Charing
6 in the morning,
Yoxley Old FPlace

1z too

in “'-.‘;r
of great

take

features

clase

be delighted to

{l, it’s nearly 1, and

a few hours’ sleep. 1

an manage all right on

froufgof the fire. I'll light

mp and give you a cup of

e we start.™

itself out next

bitter morning when

We saw

r sun rise over tha dreary

Thames apid
the

river,
ha avT el W iat wi

ile had blown

. but it was a
we started upon onr ';:IU?'YU’_\'.
the ecold wint
marshes of the the long,

which I
of

sillen read hes of
h our pursuit
th Andal slander in the
days of our career. After & long and
weary journey we alighted at a small
station some miles from Chatham,
While a herse¢ was beéing put into a
trap at the local inn we gnatched a hur-
ried breakfast, and so we were all
ready for business when we at last ar-
rived at Yoxley Old Pldee. A constable
met us at the garden gate,
“Well, Wilgon, any news?™
“No, sir—-nothing.”
“No reports of any stranger seen
“No, sir. Down at the sfation they
that no stratnger. either
sterday.”
d inquiries made at

earlier

o

is no one fhat we

v a reasonghle walk

. Any one might stay there

a train without being observed.
the garden path of which I
Mr. Holmes. I'll pledge my

e W

14 no mark on it yester-

wore the marks on

this nafrow margid of
ith and the flower

traces now, but
» then.”

has passed
8, 3tooping over the
have
must she
ane siude would
the path and on the

arer one on the soft

one
yar lady must

careful

134

she

es, sir; she must have heen a €00l

A .
I saw an
Holmes' face

“Nou say that
back this way?”

“Yes, sir; there is no other.”

“On this strip of grass?”

“Certainly, Mr. Holmes."

“Hum! It was a very remarkabie

intent look pass over

she must have come

!
| performance—very

the houseks

il'q not very | c
| ter of an hour, she
all.

dy enters thi

! - that gives u
nis room
do? She goes over to th
Wi r? Not
drawers. If there
worth her taking it w
been locked up. No
thing in that wooden
What Is that
it? Just
did youa not tell me of this

The mark
began upon the brasswork
hand side of the kevhole and extended
for about four bad
scratehed the varnish from the surface

“1 it, Mr but you'll
always SCT? round a key
hole.”

“This Is re
the
”1 1 scerat b w
the

iens

at f 4 svthiz

fi for =

had been

qcrateh
hoid a ma
Hopkins™
which

wWas examining

i the right

;?u‘:’.b"\'. '\\fle'r" :f

noticed Holmes,
find itehes
See how
An

or an

ont Onite red

ont,

w hora Lt IS

brass shines
uid be the
surface, I at throngh my
There's the irnish, too, lke
earth on Is Mra,
Marker th
A sad faced eiderivy woman came In-
to the room.
“Did yon dust thi

morning 7™
|  “Yes, gir
“Did voa notice this seratch
“No, 8 aid not.”

“T am
would

f
bureau?

s bureau yesterday

nes

girs 1

grre vou A1 not, for a2 duster
hiive swent
Who !

varnish
y
*The !A"";fv
chain™
“Is It a sim
8 a Chubh's

A ra

“No, sir; it
“Veory gond

go. Now we

:|V'-
| resg. Our lady

! Vvanees g and = L opens
While s thus

whhy Smith en-

to "11!" hnrea
w tries to do
4

O,

it
L engaged
ters the
draw the

SO
““‘lAf
Y”. her
kevy she makes this
He seizes b
snatching up the neares
happens to be this knife,

in order to make

The blow is a fat:

_'—.’-»l"
hurry to with-
scerateh

1+

upon the door

» eRCADEes, |

got down the stair |
| one in the passage
| never opened or i
it.”
“That
doubt the
came.
passage
room. There
“No, sir.”
“We
acquaintancs
Hopkins, this
important 1nge

-

Bes llp\
would !
settles this exit
lady went out
I understand th

leads

shal}

r
=
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hollows tunde
od brows
white save
stained with

A cigaretie glow
hair,

w -~ ot 1
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! {Continued on Fificenth Page.)




