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The American Schooner, Richard A. Bingham.

(Count.nued from last Sunday).
- | rontera Mex.,, Nov. 1, 1903,
A sk since last writing. How time
flics, vwhin vou are busy.
My principal occupation has been
muking acqguaintances and friendships,
and pnplaying polities. Don Felipe

Falenque has been of great assistance

10 me in making tne rizht kind of
friends. 1 am now on good terms with
the British consular agent, with the

vommandante, with the cantain of the
rort, with the Jefe Pilota and with
the Jufe Polltico.

Say, but the last named has the sort
nf a job that would just suit me! We
have nothing lke it in the states. In

English the title
chief.”

He is the direct local representa-
Llive of the federal government, with,
as nearly as I can judge, absolute
rower ever all the other branches of
the local government—municipal, state
and feleral. Apparently he is account-
able to President Diaz only.

This particular Jefe Politico wears
a slouch hat &nd is a very democratic
fellow, but it is amusing to see how
the other officials with high-sounding
titlas and bright uniforms straighten
up when he heaves in sight., He Is like-
wise regarded with great awe by the
common peopla. '

The sole reward for his services in
maintaining the dignity of the federal
zovernment In this section, is the pos-
ws=sion of the beefl monoupoly. It must
r=at elnch.
nosseslon of the beel monopoly

means “political

Lt

give: the Jefe Politico a speciar in-
fluence over my enemy, Don Pepe
Poch, because, as hefore noted, Don

Pepe i doing a most lucrative busi-
ness in exporting cattle to Yucatan.

The Jefe Politico could bLat his eye,
T believe. and pmit Don Pepe oul of
business.

I noticed a decided
condition for the better
got on good speaking termns with Don
i"elipe Palenque, and another. and
even greater change after 1 had been
seen taking a drink with the Jefe
Politico: Tihe very next time I met
Don Pepe Poch, instead of passing me
with a scowl, he stopped and we had
a pleasant littie chat. The drift of our
conversation was that neither of us
had any intention of being hard upon
the other. I knew all the time that
he could talk if he wanted to.

Don Felipe stands high here, and my
good opinion of him grows. Besides
the Am -rican Civil Wor, we discuss
polities, ph.losophy and religlon. If 1
get the “Richard” out of this scrape, it
will be due to his friendskip and good

change in my
as soon as 1

advice.

A Mr. Richards, an enemy of the
consul's, has given me in writing a fic-
titions cash offer [or the schooner
and the cargo, which besides helping
me, helps him. Americans abroad
should stand iy one another. 1 could

not sell the cargo if 1 wanted to, and
ns nearly as 1 can figure it out, Mr.
Richards couid not pay cash for ever
<0 2mall a part of the “Richard,” or for
the top tier of the deckload.

The consul looks worried, which 1
take 1o Le proof that I am on the right
tack.

Spealking of the consul, =
thing happened this morning.

Overhanging part of the whard
where the schooner is lying was an old
warehouse of flimsy construction ex-
cept for the roof of heavy tile. The
consul and I were standing under this
overhang, lalking about one thing and
another, and I finally said that I did
not like the looks of that warehouse
with its heavy roofl, and suggested that
we might as well move from under.

Curiuvus

This brings to many minds an old and
tried family remedy—an external ap-
plication known as “‘Mether's Friend.™
During the period of expectancy it is
applied to the abdominal muscles and is
designed to soothe the intricats network

nerves involved. In this manmer it
oflnl such a splandid influence as to justify
its use in all cases of coming mother-
hood. It bas been generally recom-
mended for years and years and thoss
who have used it speak in highest pralse
of the immense relief it affords. Partic-
ularly do these knowing mothers speak
of the absence of morning sickness,
absence of strain on the ligaments and
freedom from those many other dis-
tresses which ..r: usually looked forward
much concern.
to'r::.: .ol- no question but what
*fother's Friend” has 2 marked tendency
to relieve ths mind and this of itself in
addition to the physical relief has given
it & very wide popularity among women.
it is absolutely safe to use, renders
thy skin pliable, is pen:'muuel’:h::n
nature and is composed those -
cations best suited to thoroughly lubri-
cate the nerves, muscles, tendons and
ligam=nts involved. .
You can obtain *“Mother's Friend" at
Imost any drug siore,
. it is pnr’ep-.ud. only by Bradileld Reg-
. mlawe Co., #01 Lemar Bldz. Atlants, Ga.

A e s i S -

The consul assented. We had moved
about twenty feet, when BOOM—down

came the whole blooming warehouse,
smashing the wharf where we had
Leen standing to splinters.

The consul stared at me in aston-

ishment a moment and then exclaimed
“The Devil sure looks after his own!"

[ did not ke his inferenze and
requested that he kindly leave me out
of it.

Right after that another curious
thing happened. Or at least I call it
curious:

At the head of the wharf is a Chin-
ese restaurant ard laundry. 1 climb-
ed over the wrecked whar!f and went
1o the Chinuman's for some collars
I had left with him. A man was sit-
ting 1n the doorway that anvone would
hive looked at a second time. He
wore the badl» frayed garb of a4 mer-
chant seaman. He was barefoot and
his trousers were worn away nearly
to his knees, showing several big raw
sores on his shins, He looked badly
used up.

Iie was looking at the schooner, and
as I walked up read aloud her name
and halilng port.

*“‘Richard A. Bingham, Pensaoola,
U. 8. A" painted acrosa her stern.
Looking up at me he remarked:

“I used to have an uncle living in
Pensacola, Florida.”

“What was his name? T asked.

“‘Graham,” he answered.

“Well,” says I, “1 guess we've
a cousin of vours aboard."

I got my collars and we went aboard,
and sure enovugzh, thev are first cou-
sins,—Jack Graham of Quebec and
Jimmy Graham, of Pensacola,
Jaclk is a bollermaker by trade, and
incidental to “seeing something of the
world.” has just {ipished a . Jjaunt of
four hundred =niles over tke -nountains
and through the jungles, from Salina
Cruz,on the Pacific ocean,
I have offered him passage on the
“Richard,” if we ¢ver get out of here,
which he gratefully accepts. In the
meantime we have plenty to eat and
we will doctor up his poisoned legs,
Frontera, Mex., Nov. Z2nd. 1903,
Hurrah, I closed up everything this
morning. My $650 will not be quite
enough, but Don Fahipe Palenque will
cash my sixty day sight draft against
myself for any small balance that is
need=3. With further effort I could
have gotten the bills still further re-
duced, but they were down to the
point where the "Richard” can make
moneyv faster at sea than I could save
it here by beating down Mexicans,
so it was time ty» do business,

The bills were down to the point, too,
where I am sure there will be nothing
in it for the consul.

Have concluded to make the passage
around to Belize with the schooner. It
is llkely to be a slow, ledious pas-
sage, with thoussnds of reefs to Keep
clear of, and if things should go con-
trary I doubt If this captain would
ever make it,

We zre now loading all the lumber
that we cap, and safely cross the bar,
and under my bargain the balance will

got

be lightered to us outside. We ought
to sail by day after tomorrow.
Pensacoia, 1914.
There. that <ampletes *the ransom-
ing of the ‘Richard A. Bingham,” ana
there ix no plausible excuse for the

publication of the remainder of the
Diary, for il pertains but remotely to
Mexico.

For various reasons we did not sail
from Frontera Bar until November bth,

on our seven hundred mile beat to
windward. ) i
We had light head winds and fre-

quent calms, and we had to contend
withh the Yucatan current which boils
up through the Yucatan channel and
swings to westwanrd over the great
Campeche banks. Then there were the
ever-present, badiy-lighted or unlight-
ed reefs—Arcas Cayvs., the bewnldering
Triangles, Madagascar Reef, Alacran
Reef and the deadly Chinchora Reefs
We saw one of those new spoonbow
Galveston fishing smacks piled up on
Madagascar Reef. y
There was but one break in this
tiresome weather, and that was a hard
“norther."”

We were off Yalahau Lagoon. within
a few hours sail of Cape Catouche,
past wh'ch cape a “norther” would be
a fair wind all the way to English

Cay. For two days we had Dbeen
working close inshore, to aveid the
stronger current offshore. It was

about sun-down, just as we were fin-
ishing an Inshore leg, with the beach
in plain sight, that the “norther” came
down on us, without warning, and with
all the fury of a pack of howling
wolves.

We faced it instantly, and with all
lower sall set, commenced to fight it,
tooth and nail.

Now, the very most that any salling
ship can do for you, 1s to claw off from
a iee-beach, in a gale. Many cannot
do it. The “Richard's” work was cut
out for her, and she buckled down to it
nobly.

Hour after hour we drove her re-
lentlessly into the teeth of the gale.
Seas that were too big for her to
climb over, or that were too quick for
her, she busted open, and went
through.

As she tore off mile after mile, 1
grew mightily proud. Says I, “Richard,
you are worth ransoming. Go to it
I knew then, that with ordinarily good
scamanship, she was good for [fifty
Years.,

twenty miles or more, and we hove to
and had a smoke.

It was a grand gale, and I enjoy-
ed it immensely.

Unfortunately the “norther” had an
easterly cant, so we had to heave to
on the port tack, and when the gale
blew out, we were away off to westward
in the neighborhood of Alacran Reef,
where we had been a week before.

We arrived at Belize, that quaint
old pirate town that is the capital of
British Honduras, November 26th, late
in the afternoon, after a seventeen-day
uvassuge. The aged pilot that boarded
us off Mauger Cay, said that for a
heaviiy laden lumber schooner, we had
done well,

And now, if you will please get out
your 1903 calendar, vou will find that
November 26th was Thanksgiving Day
in the Unrited States of America.

Our Belize Americans were doing
their bravest Lo properly celebrate the
day at the American consulate.

1 was too late for the feast. The
guests—a dozZen or more—were silting
around on the wide, jalousied second-
story ge«ilery, when I arrvived. Notwith-
standiug their, imported Thanksgiving
dinner, it was a doleful, silent party.

The evening air was sweet with
tropical perfumnes. The jargon of the
Honduran natives passing along the
shell road sounded to us softly and me-
lodiously. The palmed cays across Lhe
harbcr, on the edge of the blue Carib-

bean. stood out, each. like a picture,
a beautiful picture. It was entranc-
ing.

To hard-headed, practical Ameri-
cang, accusiomed to fields planted un-
attractively in straight rows, accus-
tomed to sooiy factories and accus-
tomed to hideous billboards, it wouid
geem that the sight from <Consul
Avery's gallery that November eve-
ning—so lovely, and eo filled with
romance and mystery—v.ould be sat-

Isfying. But it wais not, or they had
tirad o1 it. They were homesick and
showed it, Tney brightened wonder-

fully when I, only a couple of months
from the states, was iIntroduced to
them

Good Mrs. Avery, the consul’a wife,
took me back into the dining room,
where I saw the frame of what had but
recently been a fine American turkey,
and I finished up the mince and pump-
kin pie.

When we returned to the expatri-
ated on the front gallery 1 was feeling
very contented, and thankful, and with
but slight urging related my adven-
tures on this trip, by land and =ea.

I 1told them about the lady—at Bi-
loxi. T think it was—that kept the train
waiting while she put on her shoes,

about tie hungry bunco man at New
Uricans, ANAd @DoUt Mr. Sneepsfitve anu

his bride. At this point 1 noticed con-
siderable merriment among eur la-
dies, which I understood later when
I learned that an old man and his
young bride were in our party,

Then I told them about the bull fighi
and Chapultepec. They were much in-
terested in the Erewery Machiner:s
Man (good soul!) and the ex-atiache.

Colonel J. Bascom Jones, they had
beard much of, and Dr. and Jirs,
Hodgson they knew well

My story about the little old lady

from Syracuse that was begging for a
living on the street o! Vera Cruz,
made them look pretty sober, hut they
had a good laugh when I told them
about the Arkansas stenographer,

AND

By midpGht, we bad en-elfing-of

MORPHINE

WHISKEY AND TOBACCO HABITS

Cured Without Pain or Restrasint at CEDAR-
CROFT SANITARIUM, Nashville, Tenn.

NO FEE DEMANDED UNLESS CURBED.

gradual reduction furnished at small cost.

For literature and letters of endorse-
ment from ministers, physicians, bankers
and public officials, address DR. POWER
GRIBBLE. Supt.,, Box 1, Station 5, Nash-
ville, Tenn. (adv)

They cross-questioned me searching-
ly as to the beautiful actress. My
views as to the knocker-thieves, plain-
ly expressed, were commended, par-
ticularly by Consul Avery.

They held their breath, just about,
while 1 deseribed the voyage from
Vera Cruz to Coatazacoalcos, and were
as convinced as 1 was, that the Beard-
ed Mexican was drowned. They liked
the old G. A. R. man immensely.

The T'enderfoot commanded all the..
sympathies, and they argued long as
to whether it was a lost mine, a salt-
ed mire or buried treasure.

I told them about Froniera, and the
governor, and the ball, and the river
excursion to the shipbuilding plant,
but they laughed until they cried when
I told them about our humbug consul
and the drieu-apple pie,

1 certainly entertained them., It
was not because I am a good talaer,
for I am not. XNor because there was
anvthing very wonderful about my ad-
ventures, for there was not., But be-
cause 1 was only two months FROM
HOME.

I only made one bad break: One of
the ladies asked how many caildren
we had, and 1 answered:

*Three, ma'am, when |

Even now 1 cannot see
very wrong in my reply, for it seemed

left home."

to me an age since 1 had leflt IFen-~
sacola, but the ladies shrieked, and
Mrs Avery exclaimed, "Oh us Ameri-
cans'"
- - -
There is just one mole smal! mal-

ter that I want to mentlon
When 1 reached home via fruit
steamer to New Orleans) | hured a new

skippar for the “Richard’ and re-
ported “the ransoming of the “Rich-
ard A, ” 1o Consul W, W
Canada, at Vera Cruz, putting the

larger part of the blaru.e where iU be-
longed om the U. 5. con=uiar agent at
Frontera.

A few weeks later | was Informed
that a vacancy was aboul to occur in
the consular service at Frontera, and
was asked to nomundte a succerso:r Lo

the ther encumbert.

Ve.y good, and whom de you sup-
vose | rominated”

Why. nomae athe thamn s —-—
rriend., Don Folipe Palehgue

Whether ne ot the office or not,
i do not know, but that makes no dif-
‘erence.

(THE END),

Notice to Architects.
All plans for State Board
Health ILaboratory, at

of

sonville by Tuesday, July
28. Address Joseph Y.
Porter, State Health Officer.
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A Nation-Wide S

TATE lkines do not limit the service of the
very Bell Telephone, wherever located, is

to practically unlimited service. Many Bell
isolated farms or ranches. Each Bell Telephe
cated, is coonected with an exchange which of
communication with the whole country.
It makes no difference whether the exchang
or small, because through connected Bell exck
Telephone has a radius of communication whi
other Bell Telephone within speaking dis

SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHON
COMP/

TELEGRAPH

Best equipped Sanitarium In Aflerica
treating. Drug and Alcohol Addictions
Exclusively.

Bath and Electrical Treatments admin—
istered by graduates of Battle Creek
Svstem.

Successful Home treatments based on

anyvthing }

Pensacola, must be in Jack-|{
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