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THE RANSOMING OF THE A Story MORPHINE
of MexicoRICHARD A. BINGHAM 1 1 Years Ago

WHISKEY AND TOBACCO HABITS

Cored Without Pain or Restraint at CEDAR-CROF- T

By F. F. Bingham. SANITARIUM, Nashville, Tenn.

NO FEE DEMANDED UNLESS CURED.
Beat equipped Sanitarium in America

treating. Drug and Alcohol Addictions
Exclusively.

Bath and Electrical Treatments admin-
istered by graduates of Battle Creek
System.
Successful Home treatments based on

gradual reduction furnished at small cost.
For literature and letters of endorse-

ment from ministers, physicians, bankers
and public officials, address DR. POWER
G.RIBBLE, Supt.. Box 1. Station 5. Nash-
ville, Tenn. (adv)

twenty miles or more, and we hove to
and had a smoke.

It was a grand gale, and I enjoy-
ed it immensely.

Unfortunately the "norther" had an
easterly cant, so we had to heave to
on the port tack, and when the galeblew out, we were away off to westward
in the neighborhood of Alacran Reef,
where we had been a week before.

We arrived at Belize, that quaint
old pirate town that is the capital of
British Honduras, November 26th, late
In the afternoon, after a seventeen -- day
passage. The aged pilot that boarded
us ofif Mauger Cay, said that for a
heaviiy laden lumber schooner, we had
done well.

And now, if you will please get out
your 1903 calendar, you will find that
November 26th was Thanksgiving Day
in the United States of America.

Our Belize Americans were doing
their bravest to properly celebrate the
day at the American consulate.

I was too late for the feast. The
guests a dozen or more were sittingaround on the wide, jalousied second-stor- y

g-ll-ery, when I arrived. Notwith

They cross-question- ed me searching-l- y
as to the beautiful actress. My

views as to the knocker-thieve- s, plain-
ly expressed, were commended, par-
ticularly by Consul Avery.

They held their breath, just about,
while I described the voyage from
Vera Cruz to Coatazacoalcos, and were
as convinced as 1 was. that the Beard-
ed Mexican was drowned. They liked
the old G. A. R. man immensely.

The Tenderfoot commanded all theii-sympathies-
,

and they argued long as
to whether it was a lost mine, a salt-
ed mine or buried treasure.

I told them about Frontera, and the
governor, and the ball, and the river

The American Schooner, Richard A. Bingham.
The consul assented. We had moved
about twenty feet, when BOOM down
came the whole blooming warehouse,
smashing the wharf where we had
been standing to splinters.The consul stared at me in aston-
ishment a moment and then exclaimed
"Th nvll stirp Innlia aftor Vila nirn ' "

(Continued from last Sunday).
Irontcra Mex., Nov. 1, 1903.

A v?U .since last writing. How time
flics, when you are busy.

My principal occupation has been
making acquaintances and friendships,nd playing politics. Don Felipe
Palenque ha been of great assistance

standing their, imported Thanksgiving
dinner, it was a doleful, silent party.The evening air was sweet with
tropical perfumes. The jargon of theto me in making tne ri?ht kind of Honduran natives passing along the

iriends. I am now on good terms with shell road sounded to us softly and me
the British consular agent, with the lodiou&ly. The palmed cays across the

harbcr, on the edge of the blue Carib
bean, stood out, each, like a picture.

excursion to the shipbuilding plant,but they laughed until they cried when
I told them about our humbug consul
and the dried-appl- e pie.

I certainly entertained them. It
was not because I am a good talker,
for I am not. Nor because there was
anything very wonderful about my ad-
ventures, for there was not. But be-
cause I was only two months FROM
HOM.

I only made one bad break: One of
the ladies asked how many children
we had, and I answered:

"Three, ma'am, when I left home."
Even now I cannot see anything

very wrong in my reply, for it seemed
to ir.e an age since I had left Pen-
sacola, but the ladies shrieked, and
Mrs Avery exclaimed, "Oh, us

I did not like his inference and
requested that he kindly leave me out
of it.

Right after that another curious
thing happened. Or at least I call it
curious:

At the head of the wharf is a Chin-
ese restaurant ai d laundry. I climb-
ed over the wrecked wharf and went
to the Chinaman's for some collars
I had left with him. A man was sit-
ting in the doorway that anyone would
have looked at a second time. He
wore the badly frayed garb of a mer-
chant seaman. He was barefoot and
his trousers were worn away nearlyto his kne-s- , showing several big raw
sores on his shins. He looked badly
used up.r

lie was looking at the schooner, and
as I walked up read aloud her name
and hailing port.

"'Richard A. Bingham. Pensacola,

a beautiful picture. It was entranc-
ing.

To hard-heade- d, practical Ameri-
cans, accustomed to fields planted un-

attractively in straight rows, accus-
tomed to sooty factories and accus-
tomed to hideous billboards, it would
seem that the sight from Consul
Avery's gallery that November eve-
ning so lovel3r, and so filled with
romance and mystery v. ould be sat-
isfying. But it w.is not, or they had
tired of it. They were homesick and
showed it. Tney brightened wonder-
fully when I, only a couple of months
from the states, was introduced to
them.

Good Mrs. Avery, the consul's wife,
took ma back into the dining room,

commanJante, with the ca:tain of the
port, with the Jefe Pilota and vvith
the Jtfe Politico.

Say, but the last named has the sort
of a job that would just suit me! We
have nothing like It in the states. In
English the title means "politicalchief."

He is the direct local representa-
tive of the federal government, with,as nearly as I can judge, absolute
power over all the other branches of
the local government municipal, state
and federal, pparently he is account-
able to President Diaz only.

This particular Jefe Politico wears
a slouch hat and is a very democratic
fellow, but it Is amusing to see how
the other officials with high-soundi- ng

titles and bright uniforms straighten
up when he heaves in sight. He is like-
wise regarded with great awe by the
common people. '

The sole reward for his services in
maintaining the dignity of the federal
government in this section, is the pos-
session of the beef monopoly. It must
: a j?r ?at cinch.

Ti v nosseaion of the beef monopoly
give.--; the Jefe Politico a special in

There is just one more small
that I want to mention:

When 1 reached home (via fruit
Steamer to New Orleans) I hired a new
skipper for the "Richard"' and re-

ported "the ransoming of the "Rich
IT. S. A." painted across her stern.
Looking up at me he remarked: where I saw the frame of what had bat"I used to have an undo Imnr in recently been a fine American turkey.Pensacola, Florida."

ard A. Bingham" to Consul W. V.

Canada, at vera Cruz, putting the
larger part of the blan.e where it be-
longed on the U. S. consular agent at
Frontera.

and I finished up the mince and pump-
kin pie."What was his name?" I asked.

"Graham," he answered.
"Well," says I, "I guess we've got When we returned to the expatriated on the front gallery I was feeling A few weeks later I was informeda cousin of yours aboard." that a vacancy was about to occur inI got my collars and we went aboard. very contented, and thankful, and with

but slight urging related my adven-
tures on this trip, by land and sea.and sure enough, they are first cou tho consular service at Frontera, and

was asked to nominate a successor tosins, Jack Graham of Quebec and the then encumbent.
Vcy good, and whom do you sup

pose I nominated?
Why oher,than m"friend; Don Paienqu.Whether he Kot the office or not.

I do not know, but that makes no

(THE END).

I told them about the lady at Bi-lo- xi,

I think it was that kept the train
waiting while she put on her shoes,
about the hungry bunco man at New
Orleans, and aoout Air. Pntfperavt nnu
his bride. At this point I noticed con-
siderable merriment among our la-

dies, which I understood later when
I learned that an old man and his
young bride were in our party.

Then I told them about the bull fight
and Chapultepec. They were much in-

terested in the Brewery Machinery
Man (good soul!) and the

Colonel J. Bascom Jones, they had
Jjeard much of, and Dr. and Mrs.
Hodgson they knew well.

My story about the little old lady
from Syracuse that was begging for a
living on the street of Vera Cruz,
made them look pretty sober, hut they
had a good laugh when I told them
about the Arkansas stenographer.

Notice to Architects.
All plans for State Board

of Health Laboratory, at
I Pensacola, must be in Jack-

sonville by Tuesday, July
28. Address Joseph Y.

Jimmy Graham, of Pensacola.
Jack is a boilarmaker by trade, and

incidental to "seeing something of the
world.'' has Ju;tt iini-dvd-- i jnunt.offour hundred miles over the mountains
and through the jungles, from Salina
Cruz.on the Pacific ocean.

I have offered him passage on the
"Richard," if we ver get out of here,
which he gratefully accepts. In the
meantime we have plenty to eat and
we will doctor up his poisoned legs.

Frontera, Mex., Nov. 2nd, 1903.
Hurrah, I closed up everything this

morning. My ?650 will not be quite
enough, but Den Felipe Palenque will
cash my sixty day sight draft against
myself for any srtiall balance that is
needed. With further effort I could
have gotten The bills still further re-

duced, but they were down to the
point where the "Richard" can make
money faster at sea than I could save
it here by beating down Mexicans,
so it was time ti do business.

The bills were down to the point, too,
where I am sure there will be nothing
in it for the consul.

Have concluded to make the passage
around to Belize with the schooner. It
is likely to be a slow, tedious past-ag-

e, with thousands of reefs to keep
clear of, ar.d if things should go con-
trary I doubt if this captain would
ever make it.

We are now loading all the lumber
that we can, and safely cross the bar,
and under my bargain tho balance will
be lightered to us outside. We ought
to sail by day after tomorrow.

Porter, State Health Officer.
22julylw

fluence over my enemy, Don Pepe
Poch, because, as before noted, Don
Pepo Is doing a moat lucrative busi-
ness In exporting cattle to Yucatan.

The Jefe Politico could bat his eye.
I believe. and put Don Pepe out of
business.

I noticed a decided change in my
condition for the better as isoon as 1

pot on good speaking terms with Don
Felipe Palenque, and another. and
even greater change after I had been
seen taking a drink with the Jefe
Politico: The very next time I met
Don Pepe Poch, instead of passing me
with a scowl, he stopped and we had
a pleasant littie chat. The drift of our
conversation was that neither of us
had any intention of being hard upon
the other. I knew all the time that
he could talk if he wanted to.

Don Felipe stands high here, and my
good opinion of him grows. Besides
the Am rican Civil War. we discuss
politics, philosophy and religion. If I
get the "Richard" out of this scrape, it
v.'ill be due to his friendship and good
advice.

A Mr. Richards, an enemy of the
consul's, has given me in writing a fic-titio- ns

cash offer for the schooner
and the cargo, which besides helping
me, helps him. Americans abroad
should stand i:y one another. 1 could
not sell the car&o if I wanted to, and
as nearly as 1 can figure it out, Mr.
Richards could not pay cash for ever
.so small a part of the "Richard," or for
the top tier of the deckload.

Tho consul looks worried, which I
take to be proof that I am on the right
tack.

Speaking of the consul, a curious
thing happened this morning:

Overhanging part of the wharf
where the schooner is lying was an old
warehouse of flimsy construction ex-

cept for the roof of heavy tile. The
consul and I were standing under this
overhang, talking about one thing and
another, and I finally said that I did
not like the looks of that warehouse
with its heavy roof, and suggested that
we might as well move from under.

Boy or Girl?
Great Question!

A Nation-Wid-e Si
XT '

OTATE lines do not limit the service of the
Every Bell Telephone, wherever located, is

L
f

i

to practically unlimited service. Many Bell

Pensacola, 1914.
There, that completes "the ransom-

ing of the 'Richard A. Bingham," and
there i no plausible excuse for the
publication of the remainder of the
Diary, for it pertains but remotely to
Mexico.

For various reasons we did not sail
from Frontera Bar until November bth.
on our seven hundred mile beat to
windward.

We had light head winds and fre-
quent calms, and we had to contend
with the Yucatan current which boils
up through the Yucatan channel and
swings to westward over the great
Campeche banks. Then there were the
ever-prese- nt, badiy-lighte- d or unlight-e- d

reefs Areas Cays, the bewildering
Triangles. Madagascar Reef, Alacran
Reef and the deadly Chinchora Reefs
We saw one of those new spoonbow
Galveston fishing smacks piled up on
Madagascar Reef.

There was but one break in this
tiresome weather, and that was a hard
"norther."

We were off Yalahau Lagoon, within
a few hours sail of Cape Catouche,
past wh'ch cape a "norther" would be
a fair wind all the way to English
Cay. For two days we had been
working close inshore, to avoid the
stronger current offshore. It was
about sun-dow- n, just as we were fin-
ishing an inshore leg, with the beach
in plain sight, that the "norther" came
down on us, without warning, and with
all the fury of a pack of howling
wolves.

We faced it instantly, and with all
lower sail set. commenced to fight It,
tooth and nail.

Now. the very most that any sailing
ship can do for you, is to claw off from
a lee-beac- h, in a gale. Many cannot
do it. The "Richard's" work was cut
out for her. and she buckled down to it
nobly.

Hour after hour we drove her re-

lentlessly into the teeth of the gale.
Seas that were too big for her to
climb over, or that were too quick for
her, she busted open, and went
through.

As she tore off mile after mile, I
grew mightily proud. Says I. "Richard,
you are worth ransoming. Go to it."
I knew then, that with ordinarily good
seamanship, she was good for fifty
years.

isolated farms or ranches. Each Bell Teleph
cated, is connected with an exchange which
communication with the whole country.

It makes no difference whether the exchanj
or small, because through connected Bell exec
Telephone has a radius of communication whic

This brings to many minds an old and
tried family remedy an external ap-

plication known as "Mother's Friend."
During the period of expectancy it Is
applied to the abdominal muscles and Is
designed to soothe the intricate network
of nerves Involved. In this manner It
has such a splendid influence as to Justify
Its w in all cases of coming mother-
hood. It has been generally recom-
mended for years and years and those
who have used it speak in highest praise
of the immense relief it affords. Partic-
ularly do these knowing mothers speak

f the absence of morning sickness,
absence of strain on the ligaments and
freedom from those many other dis-

tresses which are usually looked forward
to with so much concern.

There is no question but what
"Mother's Friend" has a marked tendency
to relieve the mind and this of itself in
addition to the physical relief has given
it a very wide popularity among women.

It is absolutely safe to use, renders
ihi skin pliable, is penetrating in its
nature and is composed of those embro-
cations best suited to thoroughly lubri-
cate the nerves, muscles, tendons and
ligaments Involved.

Ton can obtain "Mother's Friend" at
almost any drug store.

It is prepared only by Bradfleld Reg--

other Bell Telephone within speaking distances
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