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THE IUH\ ALLEN CIRCLUS.

HE so- called Aberdeen Group as-

sociation case filed before the Iuter-

State Commerce Commission

against the M. & O. l{allmtd WAS

given un opportunity "to air itsell

fully at Columbus, this state, last

: week, where one of the Commis-

gioners, Hon. John (. Olemens, opened his court to

take the evidence. Thursday and Friday was con-

sumed in the hearing of, principally, Jobn Allen,

of Tupelo, who was fortunate enough to get himsel!

hired as attorney by the group to bring the case
named, as their attorney.

Our readers are already aware of the issunes in-
volved in this controversy, which in our judgement,
can only result in Mr. John Allen securing a big at-
torney's fee withont returning to his clients any-
thing more than a sore disappointment for their
tronble and money expended.

If will be remembered that & couple of years ago,
the towns of Tupelo, West Point, Aberbeen, and
Columbus obtained a concession from the railroad
for & special rate on some kinds of freight, under
the plea that they were competing points, that is
liad other railronds, and becsuse their merchants
desired to do & jobbing business. This rate operat-
ed serlously to the detriment of other towns of
equal Importance, of which Okolona was numbered,
and the raflroad officials at once found themselves
against & serious proposition from the other towns.
Okolona, Macon, Boooeville and other points which
had only the one line of road, complained that to

/" give these towns lower rates snd withhold the same

concessions from them was an injustice to towus
which were giviog the M. & O. all their business
while the others were natarally dividing their busi-
ness with other lines touching them, The matter
was taken up for re-adjustment by the railroad offi-
ciall, and us they oould not afford to lowerall the
other pointe to the same basis given to the first
towns named, the rates were equalized by putting all
on the same basis, at a higher rate than had been
charged the complainant in the controversy now be-
fore the Commisaion.

The raise in rates, or in other words, the placing
of Tupelo, West Point and Aberdeen, especially on
the same rates with Okolona, caused these towns to
bave » eecious attack of that which is known as howl.
John Allen saw an opportunity to secure a good law
fee and he at once counselled the dissatiafied town
and was employed to bring & case before the Inter-
State Commerce Commission. This was not brought
however, until after Mr. J. C. Kincannon, & mem-
ber of the Mississippl railroad commission, who re-
sides at Tupelo, had sought to Irighten the railroad
people by making & motion before the state board of
which he was a member te insist upon the attorney
geveral bringing suit to annul the sale of the M. &
O. railroad to the SBouthern. Tuoe first prooceeding
met the fate, of course, that might be expected, as
Mr. Kincannon was unable to get his colleagues to
see their way clear in interfering just to please the

" “whims of a few schemers ut Tupelo, Wesl Point and

Columbus. (The lacts are that very few people at
Aberdeen have taken any mnoticeable interest or
stock in the position taken by the group bearing
the name of their town.)

Sifted to & plain a, b, ¢ basis, and purged of all
the grand stand playsof John Allen, there is sim-
ply this in the issue: With the low rates enjoyed
for a time, the towns of Tupelo, Aberdeen and
West Point were able to draw & little trade from
territory that bas been supplied for many years by
Okolona, provided the Okolona merchants were
compelled to pay » higher rate of freight, aa they
were for a time. This was sn injostice to Okolous
which the M. & O. officials soon discovered when
their attention was directed to it, and as this town
had been paying their rosd more direct freight than
eitber of the other points named, it was naturally
soon remedied. Okolona asked only for an equita-
ble adjustment of freight rates and this was only
afforded. Some of our neighbors who have organ-
ized themselves into an association known as the
Aberdeen group were seemingly not satiafied with
such an adjustment, and hence must stand branded

s naking for the best of the bargain with their
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|puahlng the issue.
attempt made by Mr. John Allen to play upoun the
differencea between the freight schedules made for
the interior poiots along the railroad and such
points as Maobile, S8t. Louls and Cawo. This, is
short was the poiot upon which John Allen treated

week at Columbus, Officers of the railroad were of
course summoned as winesses, and were placed on
the stand, but instead of being content with askiog
them questious and leaving them to answer them,
Mr. Allen disterted his questions, and eodeavored
to suggest his own answers in whatever manner he
divined would make the best showing for his com-
plaint. About all the testifying in fact, was done
by John, and whether he wins his case or not, 1t is
probable, from the showing he mude, that his em-
ployera will be willing to pay him his fee even
though he may never have had a ghost of & show of
making anything out of the case more than
a grand stand play.

The declaration of pesce between the British aod
Boers is indeed a source of gratification to the civi-
lizsed world. No matter at what cost to either par-
ty to such a controversy, it is better that an end be
found to the slaughter and waste that has been go-
ing on for more than two years in one of the finest
sections of country the sun shines on in its daily
course, The terms of the negotiations are not of
course all that the patriotic Boers could desire, yot
they retain their identity far enongh to gratify the
soul of even aa brave a people aa they have proven

with the anmeasared olds that have been agalnet
tude than are their foes, who ean scarcely take
refuge bebhind any claim of humane concessions
made in the adjustment. The world knows that
England never concedes & poiot if it Is possible to

crush a foe, hence it will nnderstand that whatever

rights in the premises the Boers have been able to
seocure have come from their unquestioned courage,
their tact and bravery, all of which have combined
to demonstrate to the powerful foe they have con-
fronted that even little powers in the right must
sometimes be respected.

There are few people who reach their majority bug
down deep in their bearl actually believe they
could do any given piece of work they observe in’
the hands of another better than he who is bandling
it does the work, Especially is this troe of the
view peopie generally take of the newspaper. Al-
moat anyone not in the business could give the edi-
tor pointers how to run the paper. THE MEsSENGER
realizing that there may be more truth than is gen-
erally believed in this position, is always willing to
make a test. For this and other reasons, the editor
of THE MEsSENGER has offered to permit the three
resident mivistersa of Okolona to edit the paper for
the four issues in June, writing whatever they
desire to print, the only restriction placed on them
being that each sigo his name to his own articlu.
sod that if the start is made that they continue the
work for the full four weeks. Whether the offer
will be aoctpted, we feel that there are three minis
ters in this state who cannot in futare contend
that the secular press is unfair with them,

The Republicans of Kansas, in state convention
the other day, nominated & man for state treasurer
who had been branded as & thie! by the commis-
sioners of his own county, by the Republican paper
ol his own county and by the records of the office of
the county clerk, which office he held for years be-
fore pushing himsell forward for the state nowina
tion. 'Since the fuslon in Kansas has practically’]
destroyed all formidable opposition to the Republi-
con party, the managers have again become daring
and propose to reward their workers, no matter whas|
sort of records they must confromt. It is shis kind
of abuse by political parties which must witimately’
cause the people to take matters of state into their|

own hands and cease to blindly follow partisan|
b caolf .

It really seems strange that the
hour like the present, when their
gress are sadly plunging in the dark, &
genius and statesmanship to come
some logical solation of some of hphw
tions involved and scor s victory for h“pm
their time serving party organization.. But ¢
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themsalves to be, for in summing up the controversy, |

them, they are in a mach more cengratulatory atti- |

MISSISSIPPI'S PRIDED INSTITUTION.

W BUR(‘H lnd étate bave been inter-

B ested in all ages in the educational

institutions of the day. Since the

discovery of a system by which in-

formution conld be made wmanifest

through the use ol characters or

Jetters the masses have been entha-

siastic for the highest possible
mothods of obuining the advantages of education.
Iv former years the edncation of the wman, without
much attention being given to the woman, was the
principal thought, but since the rapid growth of the
ilea that women are not merely daughters of
wen, the importance of their higher knowledge of
letters as well aa of afigirs has inspired the growth
of institutions fit and especially adapted to their
demands.

It remained, however, for Misslesippi, a state
mwakiog perbaps the least pretensions of any one
of the sisterhood, to step lorward with the leading
institution of the day for the reception, care and ed-
noation of the young women of the land. The Io-
dustrial Institute and College, located in the band-
some little city of Columbas, on the banks of the
Tombigbee River, stands today the peer if not the
puperior of any educational institation for young
dadies, in this or any other country.

While the improvements for the accommodation
of the pupils in this grest institation are still wholly
inequal to the demands made upon them, the seven-
toen years of successful work of the institution has
fdemonstrated that, in good bands, the iostitution is
oo which must inspire the heart of every Mise-
lsippisn, and command the respect and most cor-
Ihlmpporloﬂhlq;hlunm snd the sbtate gener-
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When the Inhm‘!il [m and College waa
established, the city of Columbus presented the
#tate with buildings sod grounds worth a greater
aggregate sum than the state has since expended in
the enlargement of the great college, yet the rapidi-
ty with which the institution is growing in popular
lavor, the effeciency of its broad educational courses,
and the constantly increasing demands made upon
it by the best people of the state, without regard to
location, is sufficient to brush aside any prejudice
that may have existed in the past and assure the
mauagers of the great school that in future years
there will be no occasion for complaint at the
meagreness of the appropriations for ite maintain-
ance. Pig hesded pohticians, even, who bave im-
sgined in the past that they might score a point
with the taxpayers by opposing liberal appropria-
tioms for this and other institutiona, will not dare
in future to resort to any such cheap work. The
people are for the institution, beeause of the good
work it performs, and tofurther stand in the way of
its growth isthe most suicidal piece of political
jugglery to be imagined.

In this great schoul there have been enrolled the
| past year in round numbers 500 young ladies, There
1they are csred for and guarded us carefully, if not
more carefully, than in most of their homes. The
course of study offered them ia 80 thorough, se ably
adjusted and in the hands of snch competent in-
structors a8 to warrant each and every one who
will give the requisite application to the work, an
edncation fitting them absolutely for any position
in eduestional life.

It was & pleasure unquestionable to be permitted
to personally iospect the Industrial Institote and
College, one day last week, in company with Mr.
H. Ii Morrison, president of the Okolona Commer-
cial Club, Hon. Frank B. Evana, editor of the Me-
ridian Press, and Hon. J, T. Beater, editor of the
Colambus Commercial. The party wss escorted
through the institution by ove of the charming lady
| mémbers of the facalty, Miss
and the various departments were made plain
through ber careful descriptions.

The facilities provided for the living of the at-
tendants as well a8 the conrses of study are all of

| the most modern nnd advanced selection, The ays-
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gared for in health or in sickness is a guarantee
ry parent whose daughter ia o the
fou. In addition to the facalty in the edu-
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can be seonured, & most elegantly appalnted
Hﬁ stands near the main building, to which)
pupilsare taken and cared for when indisposed, and
his, too, is in the most capable hands.
Whnﬂnm Prol. A. A. Kinonn-
has demonstrated his

preme fitness lor the place, aud won a standiog, by
his good work, in the hearts of the people of the
state generally, as well as the parents of the young
lludieuherv especially, second to none other occh-
pyiog a similar pmsitmn in the Uanited States.

There is no well foupded plan to nscertnin just
how maoy times Governor Davis, of Arkansas, has
been drank and disorderly, nor how mueh he has
squandered in gambling of Iate, but it is & certainty
that.the church of which he was a member, has fired
him bodily and in such & manner as to practically
say to all other churches that he is not eligible to
membersbip io any of them. For bie sins hehas *
been turned out of the church, and so far a8 was
in the power of the Baptist organization to which
be belonged, he bas been besmeared acd branded as
a sinner of ripe disfavor. Of conrse, it is imposs
for an ordinary plodder on the outside of ch
afiiliation to assume to be sccurate in any
sion in & matter of this kind, but as we read in
own awkward way and as diverse ministers have
often declared, il we properly caught their asser-
tions, the church is an organization caleulated to
persuade sinners to diseard their bad bhabits snd
wend their way toward Christ. We have often been
in sympathy with many church organization because
of the persistence of prominent members of their
congregations doing the very things for which Gov-
ernor Davis has lately been fired out ef the chureh,
but in our ignorance the conviction counld nob be
suppressed that such tolerence was in keeping with
the divine idea that while the light should hold out
to burn the vilest sinner might retarn. It hasal-
way been our idea thai the church shouid be toler-
ant, but in this day, when it is more political than
religious, perhaps toleration depends largely upon
the political views and sarroundings of the ao-
carsed, when charges for sinning are lodged.
we make one prediction: this unwarranted
taken by the Baptist cburch of Arkansas will hn
more influence to make Jeff Davis his own successor
a8 Governor of that state than any other power that
conld have been bonght to bear, and everybody that
knows anythiog at all sbout Arkansss politics un-
derstands that all this firing out of the church busi-
vess has been prompted with more of a political
motive tham in any desire to save a sinking soul
for Christ,

The money question is always a live one. While
this paper has pever changed its views on the con-
tention that the best thing for the prosperity of all
the people in this conatry wounld be the adoption of
# stable and flexible currency printed on
alone and based upon the eredit of all the people of
the land, yet it seems that any hope of soon reseh-
ing such a solution of the problem is far from view  /
at the prescnt moment. The fellows who masipn- .
late the policies of goverment continue to find some-
thing t> engage the miods of the pecple sonste
indefinitely postpone any serious cousideration ofm '
question more important to them thanm all of _' r,
combined. For a time it was the tarifi, later tariff =
reform, then the burning silver question, and sow it ;)
geems to be the Philippive and Cuban questiong’
Next perhaps we will have & re-submission *
filteenth amendment of the Constitution, ask
its repeal, and then the Lord only knows wh
come next. The money question goesover of donsM
under the rules, and yet every hour in the ¢
every day in the week and every week in the 'y
all of us are dragged from all other ecallings o
wrestle against & gigaotie frand of t.iohlh
money principle, to try and find W‘W
bills and keep the cart rolling.

Has any one ever intimated to you that ag
back dollar carrying the stamp of the Uaited:
government upon it wounld not purchase
pounds of meat or as many bamanas or a&
flour or meal in the Philippives, as will &
gold with the same government stawp upon
on your life. The ory is all against the s
lar made in Mexico and carying li'qh-p
solvent country on its face. Wherever U
w,m thhtil ““ ﬂ h1
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