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SIZING UP THENEW EDUCATION.

w NE phrase of the new edurational
P movement which took deep hold on
the method of elementary justroot-
lon a few years ago was to uﬂmﬂ
the children with th wan
conten led and bel by masy

not directly engaged in teaching,

that the eyes of the children were

fixed on their books, and

their minds were so thoroughly preocccupied
adizen 1hod wodbing ol wea learucd Suriag tbe oo
wus uring the en-

tire schooling As a consequense arising
from this bellef, it way decided
that the minds of children must be directed to

N

1 sorts of things—such a8 animals, birds, fish,
plauts, forces of natare, buman natare, solls, agri-
cultare, winds, atmospheric phenomena of all kinds,
the various industries and occupatiens in which
men of mature years engage; in short, that they
must use their eyes, ears, noses, hands and feet to
get acquainted in an understanding way with their
total surroundings and to do a great deal of
thinking ou the entire dragnet of stuff thua collect-
ed. With this broad view of nature, which jnvolv-
ed & turning away from real book study, and flitting
from one thing Lo another bulterfly-like, it is not a
matter of great sarprise that there is in many cities
geveral dissatisfaction with the results thus obtain:
ed, and s strong belief that the children should at
lenst be taught the essential branches of a common
school education. From New York, Chiecago and
many other cities dissatisiaction is openly express-
od, and the call 18, ‘‘Back to books.”

But, it may be asked, what were the causes for

this reaction in the first placet " Two or three only
ean be refered to in this connection. 1t was doubt-
less true that formerly in too many schools the
children did not really understand eclearly what
they were trying to got from the books they studied.
What they read was not eonnected organically with
their own experience, and being unsrelated, esch
itam stood alone. This made instruction dall and
uninteresting. Reaction against routine set in, but
it proceeded npon & wrong basis, It started out to
make the children work scientifically at all common
things, a method of proceedure that even the most
advanced classes in high school ean do but imper-
fectly.
Another position almost equally untenable was
that the children, whetber in town or country, as
they went to school or walked about outside of their
own homes, did not see things, the fact is that most
children see about =& much e grown people, and
they are fuclined to look at new and unfamiliar ob-
jects very moch more closely than they do st their
lessous {n their books. This siguificant fact of ohild
nature was entirely ignored, ahd it was and is &
stronger factor iu the eomposition of child mind
than in the minds of grown people. The new pro-
cess of endegvoring to overdo the patural inquisi-
tiveness of childbood by stimulating it beyond all
reazopable boundd, resulted in neglecting the study
of the very thinge that children ought to know.
This fallacy, however did not stop in the element-
ary schools, but it bas crept onward and upward in-
to all grades of schools, from_the very lowest up
throogh the universities, and there ia 8 growing be-
lief that graduates are, in too many instances, turn-
ed out of schoole of high standing without any solid
attainments of any kind, unless it be those of an
athletie charscter.

Athletic exercises are good enough in their way,
but the United Btates bas turned out a oum-
ber of able-bodied wen. without taking them
through & scientific course of ‘“‘athletic sprouts.”

ADVOCATES THE “MORNING NAP"

HE Boston Transeript is trying to
start a movement to make the reg-
ulstion time of rising in the morm-
ing and breakfasting one hour later
during the four months beginning
November 1 than daring the other

Vo T Ay gight mooths of the yem. It

R thinks thet much geed aad no

harm would follow such a change, which would per-

mit people to take & morniog nap with a clear con-

#
i
gi
:

e
il

:
H
E.

1
is
fl

}

LR
‘g
5

better than the best tonie, and with the nerves in
condition the whole man or woman is prepar-
ed to meet the struggles and competition that mod-
mll!obtin%l. Bociologists also contend tbat il

AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC SERVICE.

T

HE promotion and transfer of sev-
important members of the dip-
lomatic corps bas agunin dirceted
attention to the need of & trained
foreign service. By the last move-
ment on the ministerial and ambaas-
sadorial board another politician
= gnters he field to represent this
country abroad, the appointment of David E. Thomp-
son of Nebraska being wore or less thun s rewurl
for faithful party servieo.

It has been s that the Government should
establish a sobool of diplomats, but the project does
not seem to have gained a very great lvothold, ex-
eept inthe discussion of idealists. The training
which would come from promotion would be a ben-
efit, every one wounld acknowledge; yet a system of
politieal reward discourages any hope in this direc
tion. The principal of experience is recogoized,
bowever, when Mr. Thompson is compelled to take
the post of swallest importance among those affect-
ed by the transfers.

There {8 one dissdvantage connected with the so-
called trained diplomatic service. Long-continued
residence abroad, the Iack of active participation in
home affairs and the constant association with dip-
lomats of other couvntries breed a point of view
which would reflect little eredit on the American rep-
resentative, There would be a weakeniog of the
patriotic impulse, & secondband knowledge of the
polities of this country and a willingnesa to do as
othera do.

It is granted that the men whom we send to for-
elgn courts have & reputation all their own. There
is & lack of acquaintssce with mioutine, perhaps,
which charaoterizes representatives ofother countries
but there is there is the positive realsation of good
common sense, which commands the respect of for-
eign Governments, The diplomacy of this country
bas been, for the gveater part, open and above
board, beariug ita own conviction of right.

Yet there is great weed for a better nnderstandin
of the commercial possibilities of a well train
cousalar service. [t 18 said the reason of Germany’s
mt success in Soeth America fsthe fact that the

nsuls of that country are familiar with the lan:
guages and institwtions of the countries to which
they are the accredited representatives. The Amer-
ican is more or less deficient. Politicians
will bardly raise the standard. The private ioitis-
tiveo! large commereial concerns must sapply & want
which broken-down political hacks permit te exisat.

- e—e———

Mr. M. T. H. Holding, editor of the Londom Tai-
lor, discoursing on trousers, has uttered » long-
range pro ol considerable interest to msascu-
line man He says: ‘“The trousers of teday
will not only he the trousers of the next fifty or sixty
years, but of the next million.”” Tt js evidently Mr.
Holding’s belief that the finality has been resched
in designing the dress of men. Sartorial evolution
here pouulnzmthlun, triamphant. The Mfttest
survives. apex is reached in the grand scal-
ing upward for ‘‘ease, grace and commoun sense.”’
Rivers will run dry in a lew thousand years. Niags-
ra’s cataract will retrest o Ontario waters or
baps be lostto the world in a general nnllm:
The anthracite veing will run out and a permsnent
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would sleep more there would be less erime, wewspaper addressing ita subsori-

re are early closlng movements, Why ot a | bers through the mediam of sound.
Iate rising movement! All methods of work anad Dreamy or pot, the prediction
busivess have been dmddnﬂu the last two gea- bas been fulfilled. In y
erations snd they are changing. A msa with|§ Hungary, there ia a ‘“‘telephonic’’
the help of modern machinery secomplishes many | daily with a circalation of seven
times more in & shorter time than his graodiather thonsand wires, It was invented
did. - Why, then, should he get up in the morning . Theodore Puskas, a Hongnrisn,
st the same time his grandiather did sud @od bis| who formerly ocolla with Bdison, '
energies used up belore the noon hour! The morn<| Ina i contribation to November
ing nap will cure this and the effort to establish it | Peacson’s Katober describes this “‘paper.”
ean be helped along with s clear eonscience.

A TELEPHONE NEWSPAPER.

OT the least of Edward Bellamy's
“dreamy predictions was that of a

It is y named the "Htwm“h.w
means of strong-voiced speakers, called ¢ -
D suggesting Bellamy or our more re-
cent H, B. Wells—the paper epeaks, sings, lectares,
preaches, answers correspondeants, and whst not.

It possesses all the features of = printed paper,
except eartoons, and possibly rallway time-tables.
For a subseription price of but two cents a day—
and the paper pays lor putting the receiver in the
house—one may piek up his receiver and listen to
the stentors from eight o'clock in the morning until
eleven at night.

The ““copy’’ is carefully edited, and & time sche-
dale is observed for each announcement, so that
one may know when to listen for soy particular
news. Thus, at ten o’clock the local exchange quo-
lations come, at eleven the geperal news, at two
o’clock foreign telegrams, at four the sporting news.
From half past lour to hal! past six one may listen

to the regimental bands, all for the original two-cent

Lmriee. And at eight-fifteen, in smokivg jacket and
slippers, he may attend the opera without stirring
from his easy-chair.

At present the ‘‘News-Teller’’ has 650 milea of
wires, employs 180 people, and counts smong its
sabacribers the Prime Minister, Cabivet members,
city officials apd many other persons of high posi-
tion.
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While I would net care to become finvolved in a
discussion on the seientific phrases of soch » ques-
tion, I, pevertheless, venture to remark that it
seems to me & woman ought to kvow better than
any one «lse whether or vot she bas her vermiform
appendix oconcealed about ber her person. Mrs.
Fred Johunson of Minneapolis called in a Chicago
surgeow 0ot long ago for the purpose of performing
some sort of opegration which necessitated the cat
ting open of that part of her mortal frawe in which
the appendix lives apd moves and has its being,
and now she is suing the surgeon for baving felon-
iously abstracted the article in question, Just why
s surgeon should covet his neighbor’s or patient’s
appendix, anh just why suy person shouid feel it a
deprivation to be robbed of one, remembering that
they sre a8 full ol ills as was Paodora’'s box, ia
something of a mystery, bat, anyway, Mrs. Johunson
18 calling strenuously for hers. The sargeon con-
feases that he told his patient her appendix bad
been removed, thinking the news would do her
good, but that in reality it “is still inm business at
the old stand. Mra, Johuson, however, denies the
posseasion of the appendix. ‘I can fesl the plaoce
Lwhere it used to be,'” she says, ‘‘and it isn't there
now.’”” If 1 were on the jury in this case, I should
favor & wverdict for Mrs. Johnson. It was ber ap-
pendix, and her present condition of lonesomeness
;n-ut surely mean that she has been separated from
L.

Colonel Dunean B. Cannon, secretary sod treas-
urer of the Coney Island & Brooklyn Railroad Com-
pany, is & splendid animal, every inch of his sur-
face in scintilistion by a meéntal battery that vever!
requires recharging, says Vietor Bmith in the New
York Press. It bappened that hin place of regis-
tration held & German-American interrogator whose
knowledge of our was less profound thau
his sense of sell- . After the usoal gues-
tions be asked: ‘“‘How mudge you aich?!” The
colonel, sbeently thinking his weight had been de-
manded, replied promptly: ‘“‘Two-bundred and
forty!” The German droppiog his pen raised bhis
eyes back into the top of bead and exclaimed:
4Ach! Behute es Gott!” (God forbid!) Then turn-
ing to bis asajstant, he in a whisper in QGer-
man: ‘A oitiszen of this conntry begivs to vote at
21; when does be quit—at what age!’” ‘No time
limis,’* said the aesistant, explaini
“The gentleman weighs 240
that age here, but if we did we’d vote them."” Hav-
m-mwnma to 54 Colonel Cannon withdrew
into the langh.

FOLLY OF LABOR.

was not & matter in which it had a right to inter-

fere, & strike was ordered. The company had con-
sented to be a collectiog agenoy for the men, an ac-
tion that in iteell was somewhat remarkable, inas-
much a8 the funds were to be used lor the injary
of companies engaged in a like business. It wonld
have been more remarkable, indeed, had it consent-
ed to use the money earned by any ol its men in a
way of which they did not approve. That was
something it had absolutely no right to do, It
would have amouuted to robbery it it had done so.

The cisse of the New York plasterers i quite dif-
ferent, but equally indefensible. Those workmen
have struck becanse their employers have denied
them the right to hire-their own foremen. This has
been done on certain jobs, and on others the plas-
terers have claimed the right to discipline the fore-
men by fine or suspension whenever they think them
to be acting in any way detrimental to the inter-
ests of the union, and that includes what the em-
ployes term ‘‘rushiog the men,’’ or, in other words,
requiring them to keep steadily at work. They
bave undertaken to say bow much shall constitute
& day’s work, which is quite within their power, as
is the declaration that they will work only so many
hours aday. They bave also denied to owners or
general construction contractors the right to let dif-
ferent classes of work to different contractors. All
these are plaioly cutside of the legitimate control of
employes, either organized or unorganized. They
are direct infringements upon the rights of employ-
ers and consequently constitate unjust demands.

It is such an injnstice as this that makes employ-
ers hostile to labor noions and anxious fo find
means to escape unbearable tyranny. No true
friend of labor ean approve ol strikes which are
ordered for the canses mentioned. Buch action only
widens the breach between capital and labor, while
the effort which should be made is to bring these
two great lorces together.,

For some years past there has been in some states
Quite an agitation over the question a8 to whether
personsd claiming to heal by faith should be permit-
ted to practice on patients and have contrul of them.
A lew days ago this question was settled so far as
Indiana authorities are coneerned. The supreme
ecourt of that state has declared that no other meth-
od of treating disease, or aflliction, except those pre-
seribed by the ized and established schools of
medicine shall be legal. This decision has offended
many people in Indiana, and some of them will ap-
peal to the Unfted States courts on the ground that
their constitutional rights have been invaded.
They claim that the court has trespassed upon their
religious beliefs, to the full exercise of which they
are entitled by a law which no state can interfere
with. Tt is very questionable whether aoy such
sweeping decree as that of the Indiana supreme
court can stand, It is certain to be the subject of a
legul contes: that will extend to the highest court of
the country, and there will be a rush of opinions
and contentions on both sides of the issue.

——— A e

It will be a surprise to most persons in the South
to learn from the report of Commissioner Hermann
of the general land office that more homestesd lands
were given to settlers in 1901-2 than in asy previ
ous year. Unele Bam still ‘‘bas land enongh to
give us alla farm.” He gave away 19,488 530
acres last to make 120,000 average

. | ““quarter-section’’ farms and to support & million

y Including families and farm laborers. In
addition 96,250,000 was obtained from land sales
and fees. Aund 900,000,000 scres and more remain
unclaimed-—enough
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