& ORNIN', 81" sald Hiram Pe

ters, cheerily, as, on the way
to potato pateh with a hoe over
bis shoulder, he came upon Bllas
Binckley, who, seated upon s log
some 200 yards from his domicile,
with his elbows on his knees and bis
chin resting in his bhands, was look-
ing moodily at the ground.

“Mornin,” responded Bi, rather

mpily.
'r;;lrun stopped and surveyed bim
eritically for a moment.

“What's the matter?" he queried
*Mother dead?™

“No,” snswered Bilas,

“Father?”

“Sister?”

.lNo'll

“Brother " ;

“No" ]

“Uncle?

.lNO.“

“Aunt?"

..‘t\.o'..

“Gragdmother?™

.'Nﬂ.“

“Grandfather?”

~N°.-

“Steal anything?™

‘I‘\'O.UO

“Tell a He?

3l‘\'0’“

“Then what under the sun iz the
matter with ye?" demanded Hiram,
pushing his hat back on his head,
and looking at Silas with a puszzled
air,

“I dunno ‘zactly,” answered Bilas
removing one haod from his chin and
resting the side of hia head in the
palm of the other; “seems ns ef 1

' down -hia throbt,

sort o got the meloncolly.”

Hiram removed his hat, seratched
his head, then put his hat baek on.
Then he asked romewhat  irrele
vantly: “What're ye doin' now, SI?™

UNothin'," nnswered Silas, .L!ﬂ]|
keeping his eves on the ground.

"Got o wife, nin® ye, Si7" ‘

"Yer* !

“An' a fambly ™

"y s

“That reminds me,” said Hiram,|
stroking his beard, “0' & man 1|
knowed in the town where | wnn|
raised. He had the meloncolly fer
swhile—till he got cured, Want me

to tell ye pbout him, 8™

“Suit yerself,” answered Bilas, ex-
pectornting a mouthful of tobacco
juice on a large green worm that
was crawling acrose the toe of his
right boot.

“Then I'll tell yo. I reckon there
pever did live a crittur that the
world could have got 'long without
easler fer 40 years than Job Prince,”
began Hiram, removing the hoe from
hia shoulder and using it as a sort
of prop to lean upon. “How he ever
managed to grow up s & consid'rable
o' mystery to me, fer he was the
most indolent, no-"count boy I ever
see. But grow up he did, though it
wasn't no fault o' his'n—ef he'd "a’
had to exert hisself any to grow he'd
's' never growed—an' then he got
struck with what the poeta call the
tender pashun, an' got married
Beems as of & man never gits so
onery :that he can't git married.”

Hére he paused and looked hard at
Bilaz, who went on chewing his to-
baceo "and expectorating the julce.

“Now; I ain't no objections to a
man's ‘gittin® married,” Hiram re
sumed, “ef he's got a sack o fAdur
laid wp fer the future, an's got money
enough to pay the preacher, an' a
holl lot o' energy o' soul an' body.
But I do hate to see s man a-enterln’
into wedlock that's “afeered o' ex-
ertin’ hisself. Becuz, somebédy’s got
to do some exertin® after the weddin®
bells is rung; an® ef it ain't the man
it's morally sartin t6 fall on the
womnn, s b

“Wall, as T said, Job got married.
Fer awhile he lived easler than he
ever did, T reckon, fer! she was »
splendid worker, an' kept Hergelf an'
IJob without much trouble. But one
day Job came home gn' found that
the weight o' his fambl¥ was in.
ereazed by ten pounds, Natchur'ly
times got harder fer Jobafter that, an’
as he had to do g Httle sum in nddition
'bout every yen§ frum that time on,
rupportin’ the fambly became a mat-
ter o' comsequdnée. But Job didn’t
underiake the {nsk. He shifted the
hull responsibility off onto his wife's
shounlders, an’ took to wanderin'
through the woods or "long the river
with¥kis gun or flshin' pola, or
a-loafin’ "round town, always a-lookin' |
as ef he was the most sbused erittur
on earth. But he always managed
to be homs punctually at meal hours.

“But finally one day he didn't come
kome fer dinner. This bein’ & mosi
extr’ordinary thing, Mra. Prince was
sure that somethin' was wrong with
him, an' commenced a-frettin® an'
a-worryin'—jest am ef he was wuth
frettin’ an' worryin®' "bout. An' when
two o'cloek came, an' Job hadn't pul
in an appearance, she put on hes
bunnit an’ went down town an’ told
everybody she met that Job hadn't
come home fer dinner; an' ghps axed
every man she eame across to look
fer Job. Most of ‘em laughed, an'
said that it was “good riddance o' bad
rubblsh;” but Mrs. Prince answered
right back at these real mad, an'
told "em that he was her husband
all the same—no matter what he waa
Jeat lke & woman; seems aw ef the |
onerier husband one of ‘em gits, the
Barder she'll stay by him. Bug
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aaettin® on
bank, with his slbows on his kneeo
an' his chin s-restin’ in his hands—
pat llse you're a-settin’, Si—an’ ke
drawed down llke he was the
mhoat ferlorn erittur that ever was
" ‘What's the matter, Job? says

£

= ‘Meloncolly,' says Job.

*'What're ys meloncolly "boutT
asks Josh.

*‘Everything,’. wers Job; “the
world's agin r.!;n‘ ef |t wasn's

fer my self-respech’ he ok-
In' real tarpestly at th:ttg be-

low, "I'd tumble off o' this bunk an’

let the water swaller we.’ 5
“But he didn't re'n git it said

than the Hat ;

hk sAved off, an' u:'o':
ter did swaller him; an’ he swalle

a8 good.deal o' water, In about ten
steonds his tow-head came wup. an’
be managed 1o splutter out fer
help—fer he couldn't swim; “he'd
never l'arnmt how becuz it required
too much dxertion,

“'But ye was meloneolly, an' wamt-
ed to drown yarsslf; mow go It saye
Josh.

“‘But T ain't meloncolly now," hol-
lers Job as loud as he could between
hia gaspings. Them he  went under
ag’in, ' [

*Wall, the water kept] p-swalleria®
Job, an' Job kept s-swallerin' the
water, until by the time Josh fetched
him out he didn't have morn'n 25 or
30 heart-beats left o' this life. But
Josh relled him serons his knee, ax®
pulled ows. hia tongue an’' blowed
' sa''pounded him
till he was nlomsg black ;an" Blue
ad’ broughg him Al right

“Some two or three days after thia
Job was a-settin’' om’ the edge o' »
sidewalk n-ookin' between his knees,
when Josh an' four or five other
men happened alomg. Josh turns
‘round, an' says: ‘Gentlemen, I per

HE PAUSED AND LOOKED HARD AT
BILAB.

ceive that our esteemed feller-citi-
zen, Mr.Job Prince, has the meloncol-
ly. A few days ago he was afilicted
with the same disease, an' was ip-
stantly relieved by commplete Immer-
sion in cold water. I move that we
give him a aimilar treatment now.'
“Almost before Job knowéd it they
pounced down upon him, an' packed

him down to the river an' soused |

bhim under, an' kept him there fer
& minute or so. Then they turned
him loose, an' give him this advite:

“'0o to work an' help support that
fambly o' your'n, an’' mebbe ye
won't have the meloncolly.’

“Job was a little tardy abous
mendin' his ways, but findin' that he
got ducked every time he was
ketched n-lookin’ meluncolly, he final-
ly seen ths p'int d4n' went to work.
He never had the meloncolly no more
after that, an’ when he died he was
well-to-do.

“Mebbe my jedgment's in errer”
eoncluded Hiram, again shouldering
his hoe, “but In my opinion what
causes most o' the meloncolly in the
world s not havin’ nothin' to do.
An' ef 1 was ye, Si, I'd try a little
rustlin’ fer that fambly as a cure fer
dejected sperita”

Then he passed on, chuckling, leny-
ing Silas engaged in watching the
vain attempts of an ant to pull a
erocked stick into its hill.—Woman's
Home Companion.

He Was Satisfied,

It was at the Thanksgiving dinner
given to the newsboys, and one of
the men who had arranged the mat-
ter started to say a fow words to the
boys. He had not sald very much,
when one little fellow whispered to

the next one: *“Oh, pshaw, T wish ||

that bloke would hurry up and get
through”

“Oh, I don't know; the longer hs
keepa on the hungrier I get, and

| then the more I'll be able to eat."—

Brooklyn Life.

Why She Was Good.

Ethel used to play a good denl in
her Sabbath-school class. One day
she had beem very quiet. She sat
up primly and behaved so well that
after the recitation was over the
teacher remarked:

“Ethel, my dear, you were a very
good little girl to-day.™

“Yes'm, I couldn't help being good.
I've got a stiff neck."—Chieago Lit-
tls Chronicle.

Taxing Woman's Dresses,

To raise money for the French treas.
ury the municipal cowneld! of La Cour-
tine gravely proposes thaf a tax
should be levied on every dreas & wom-
an posseses over and above one for
everyday wear and one for Sundaye
and fete days.—London Mail,

- “OURSTORE 1S
Fairly “Teeming”’

WITH GIFT GOODS

Of all kindg and at all prices. Your mother

would appreciate a BUCK'S STEEL RANGE
for Xmas  Your father would be tickled with

A Hunting Qutfit or a Nice lémp

by which he could read. The little children wa nt many things

but no matter how large and many their wants may be we can

Satistactorially Supply Them.
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Guarantees his Bread as Good and as Wholesome as sny ever made.

LUNCH & SHORT ORDERS. FINE CAKES |

In this department we are always prepared to We carry at wll times full line, and bike special
serve all promptly with the best the warkets afford. orders, when wanted, on short notice, Try ns.
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G0 |WARD DAWSON,

REDUCTO
HANDLES THE

i e R
Cheapest and Best Groceries,

positivgly and permaneént
OF ANY HOUSE IN'THE CITY

Iy eliminates corpulency !
la'ud superfluous flesh. It
iy

Cure Absolute l
and as harmless a8 fresh
air: Thoussnds of l‘lD
lients have used this
treatment. Physians en-
dorse it. Write to ns for
sample treatment. Bend
10 cents, Correspondence’
strictly confidential. Ev-
erything iv plain sealed 'c
packages. You can make
‘““Reducto’ at home it you
desire. Need bave npo
fenr of evil effects. Ad-T
dress

GINSENG . CHEMICAL €O
8701 8, Jefferson Ave. P

ST. LOUIS, MO.

REDUCT O

Btock always fresh, Isigennd complete, Meat, flour and lard, handled in large guanth
tioa. Fancy Groceries & specialty. Fruits and table delieacies of the Beet Quality,
.

Country Produce Bought and Sol¢.

O -4 O C O m:ax

FOR ANYTHING IN THE GROCERY LINE, CAIL AND SEE NE,

'PHONE 78, OFPPOSITE MAYOR'S OFFICE, OKOLONA, MIS§

WARD DAWSON )
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Best line 10 all Western points, including

Dallas, Fort Worth,
Texerkana, Waco,
San Antonio and Elpaso.

Dining ears enroute via. Bhreveport,
=z SOLID VESTIBULED TRAINS, =

Elegan tdeeping ears to Now Oxlesns and
Shreveport, aleo Buffet parior cars snd day

FOR

Low One Way Colonist Rates,

OCT. 21ST, NOVEMBER 4TH AND 18TH, DEC.2ND AND 16TH.

-H‘i

A NEW FAST TRAIN

m Bi. Louls and Kanssy Oity sad
OKLAHOMA CITY,
WICHITA,
DENISON
SHERMAN,
DALLAS,
FORT WORTH

in Texas
is new Ml.tg‘;l.ﬂd =

made of the Onest provided
with Eﬂ modern
ﬁm I8 runs via our sow

Red River Division.

R

c-lt. Observation Cars,
R Sanmset. o Puf; e
EiEmwE

FRISCO |

[llinois Ceniral

Hallrond, Effective November 2, 1008, there
gil‘i{ t.;t!‘llmtlnllnnid by the llliools Oontral
- ., K

NEW LINE FROM CRICAGO TO

MINNEAPOLIS
ANDST, PAUL

vih Rockford, Freeport. Dubuogue, Weterloo
and Albert Loa, over which

FINE PASSENGER SERVICE

will bo maintained, consisting of & Tast vestl-
bude nleghit tratn, the “Limiwd."” vaidsomely
ngulppee with

THROUGH SLEEPING CAR,
THROUGH BUFFET-LIBRARY CAR,
THROUGH RECLINING CHAIR CAR.
DINING CAR SERVICE EN ROUTE.

This llne will be convenlent for patrons of
the [Hiso's Central’s lines |n northern [linols
ard oastern Towa, aod particularly so for
thowe from south of Chigago, as 1t con in
same station st Chicugo with tralos of the
Central (rom the Bouth, A special desort
tive folder of this new sorvice s woll as
part iculnrs oconeerning the sbove oan be
of ageuts of the Illanis Contral and connesot=
ing I'nes. A. H. HANSON,

Grwgnal PassExonr Acior, UHICAGO,

Illinois Central R ft

EFFICIENTLY SERVES A
VAST TERRITORY.

:&lhmuh servioe to and from the following
oa

Ohicago, Nlinols Cineinoati, Ohio.
Omahs, Nebraska. | New Orleans, La.
Minneapolis, Minn. | Memphis, Tenncssee,
8t Pful, Minn. Hot Springs, Ark,
Kansas City, Mo. Louisville, Kentucky

Peoria, Illinois. Nushville, Tennesses.
Evanswille, Indinna. | Atlanta,
Bt. Louis, Missouri. ! Jacksonville,

Through excursion sleeplng-car service be.
tw‘ua Chlcago and h:twnn Cloeianati

AND THE PACIFIC COAST.

Connectiona &t aboye terminals for the

Bast. West, South, North.

Fast and Handsomely Equl Bteams
Heated Trains—Dinng Cars—Buffet-
Library Oars—S8lesping Cars—Froe Re-
clining Obair Cars.

Partioulars of agents of the Miinols Centesd
nndmu:g:cﬂm

A. H. HANBUN, G. P. A, CHICAGO.

Soulhern Railway.

8888 Miles One Management.,

Penetrating Eight SBouthern
Reaching Principal Oities of the
South with its own Lines.
Bolid Vestibuled Trains,
Unexcelled Equipment.
Fast Behedules.

DINING CARS
are operated on Southern Railway trains,

OBSERVATION CARS
baio Liiod and Wbington and Chek
« tanoogs Limited, vis.

PULLMAN SFEEPING CARS
of Lo lutest pettern on all through trains,

e
‘Waskingtos, B. 0. -
A’ Gon'l Pastsr AR, (battanoop, "'M."

$15 to $18 a Week

=
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conhe 1o Shrraprt wibot hars TO POINTS IN
Double Daily Serviee. ) ‘ |
or ol intormation ol apon you| M1SSOUPL, ~ ArKansas, Texas,
noarest Ticket Agent, or addreas: . ¢ -
aw.mswmo.r.s. | Indian and Oklahoma Territories,
| B3 Awwex 8.0-PA |WRITE FOR DISCRIPTIVE LITERATURE.
R W. m.'!.l'.,l.,.u_. ¥ “mms, -[m.

J. N. CORNATZER, D. P. A.

R I RCT




