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THE GOD OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. I:-:mg‘mm:-“ In appearasce it Is water, bt THAT WAR INDEMNITY. v g 8- Kb

& HIB office is in receipt of the follow-
. iog rather, interesting communica-
tion, says Rev. Thomas B. Gregory
in the New York American.
“Dear Bir—The enclosed is an

extract from a» letter sent to Todis

s AL by & native of that country now
] in America.

. “How much of it is false, and bow mueh of it is
trwe?! From what angin of observation has this
person been viewing the American peoplet

“I wonld like to sep these questions answered in an
editorial in the American.” “A HUMAN BEING.”

The encl extract referred to reads as follows:
“] am og you s couple of daily Boston
new to-day.  They reveal what a great and

still what a terrible, conntry thisis. Human beiugs,
how they fight and slaughter for power, place snd
peif! Do you see this sign ($)7-—1¢ is the sign of
the doldar. That'e the god of thia countey, It is
first in the worship of every Awmerican. All deities
in the universe take a back seat for this (%) god.
+ It is hard to say such » thing, but the hardest part
of it all is that it is ovly too tree. Don’t langh at
me when [ say that this is the worst kind of god
that was ever worshipped—it kills the heart.
America ¢lailus to have a large hesrt—yes, a gigan-
tic alab of marble with this insoription (8).”

I am sshamed to have to admit that the ugly
charge (8 unanawerable.

It 18 true, and bomiliating as it may be, there ia
pothing for us tu do bot fave the lact as graoefully
a8 We CAU.

The native goes too far iw sajiog that “every
American” is a worshipper of the Dollar—there
béing here and there am American who
has & soul and some reverence lor “life’s spiritual
values—bat in the main he is quite right.

The American people—as a people—are thorongh-
ly commercialized. The only valtes they se-m lo
care anything for are of the materinl order.

"What are you worth?” And that means, “How
many dollacs do you own, or controll”

‘“‘Are you succeeding?’’ And that menvs, ‘‘And
you getting rich! Are you wearing fine clothes,
are you living in a fine honse, do yon live on the lat
of the land, do you go with the crowd that ride in
the big antos dnd appear in costly attire at socidty’s
big functiona?”’

Thet & man may be “worth”' something acd still
be poor in dollars and cente and houses and lands,
fg, to the aversge American ol to day a preposterous
idea.

That there may be 5 wealth that sball be quite
aside from bank sccounts, stocks and bonds is &
thought too utterly ridiculous for the average man
in this country to take with any degres of serions:
ness,

To have s “‘heathen’” muke 8 mark Iike this (¥)
and ‘tell mgit isour god may strike ns as being
ather “enssy,” bot #“What are you golng to do
about it1*?

What is God, sayway?! 1 canonly answer that
God is the Highest, the very top noteh ol one’s
agpirstion; the ides, or thing, that is Bupreme in
one's thought and life,

This being so, there ie no dodging the fact that
the God of the American people is the Dollar—aod
the thiogs thit the dollar will buy.

For money, and the things that money will bay,
we sell onr sous and daughters, our peace of mind
and truth and selfrespect. :

For money will jeopardize our very iives and
. taily sacrifice the lives of our fellows.

For money and lor the material goods that money
commnude we cheerfally barter the homor of man
and the virtue of woman.

For money we stultily onrselves—at the marrisge
altar, at the bur of jastice, around the dowmestic
hearth, apd in the very sanctuary of religion!

What, then, is our Higheet—our God—il it be not
the cold, metallic, mercenary thiog that bears the
image and superscription of Caesar?

Biash wa we may, cannot, deny that the native of
Judia saw us from the true aigla when he said that
our God isthe Dollar—the ““worst kind of God that
:::r sver wordhiped™—the God that *“‘killa the
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THE PERILS OF PROGRESS.

[ HEN Dante tried to desoribe the
2 horrors of the infernal regloos be
y did not know aboit the naw horrors

with which modern progress and

=" sefentific invention have snmeshed
™ (he ordinary snd even the pious
a Twentleth Century Awmerican town, says

the | rich yearn ago but fofthe fact that he
"{ou hovest man.'" : ‘

flame Where it touches wood, the wood is bu
Iron ia warped and caleined by this waler, yet
water itsell is eooli.] Toolt-ouch i;:.d:ﬂ:nd T:o
Jess prisoners, ty no o who

paid for u!ulnf:n *to this Inferno, sit in impens
trable blackness, not knowing how long they may
fmprisoned, but slowly becoming aware that if
infernal water rises into their places of imprisos
ment they will meet swift death.

A pleasant picture, is it not? Yot it does not ex
aggerate the sitnation (n which—throngh the i
ligent eco-operation of the city _
SBubway management—asome hundreds of New
ers found themeelves lnst Sunday.

Progress bring ite perils. The live wire,

third rail; the water charged with death dealing el
tricity, the runaway motor oar, the load of dyoami
on & rallrosed track, the flimsy theatre with lock
exhits, the firetrap boat with cast iron life présery-
ers, have gll come with advaneing civilization.

When that famous political economist, Malth
proved to his own wsatisfaction that population IL

this world was increasing more rapidly than
means of supplying food to the people, he was uny
able to look into the lature. : :
Had he waited until today ke would have seen
that the eagerness ¢f some men to make money, ab
whatever cost, will help to keep down avy surplag

population there may be.
———lp = )

TAFT FOR CHIEF JU

STICE.

NNOUNCEMENT enmes from

Washiogton that the Presideot will
shiortly appoiot Beeretary of W
Talt to the position of Chief Juati
of the United States Supremé
Court. The dispatches state, how-
ever, that this is & ramor founded
: on aathority, and the evidence snb-
witted apparently sustains the assertios. It .pi
pears to be the present plan for Mr. Chiaf Justi
Fuller to resign and accept sn appointment on
Internatioval Board of Arbitration. It is said th
chaoges will be made in the nextfew weeks. F!
some time, the article says, it jas heen knowa th
Mr. Talt desired to serve on the Supreme Court
bench, preferring this to the unecertainty of a press
idential contest three years from this date. 1
During the past several months the newspapers
pablished to the world that the Seovetary of War
was a candidate for presidential honors, and he way
refered to with a degree of favor by the Republicans,
When the B:ate Republican convention was beld a
chort time ago in Ohio Mr. Taft presided and mude
the leading speech of the occasion. It was said they
that he had launched his presideatial boom. This
impresasion became accentunted when, during the ab-
sence of the President on his bear*hunting expedi-
tion In the Weat, Mr. Taft practically actad ss Pres;
Ident, Beeretary of War and almost sssaumed charge
of obe or two other cabinst portiolles. Oa acconnt
of this prominence the peblic conelnded that Mr.
Taft was squarely in the race. But now conlhs the
word he is to #ej re in the highest court of the lahd
us its head aod /hief. This news will be a great
sarprise probely ; even to those high in the couneils
of the present an’nanl party. That Mr. Taltis
a0 shie etatosman and learnad lawyer, no ooe i
iliar with his b!ogranhy will deny; butiti
matter of some doubt whether ke can measure up
to the high requirements of the chief justive of the
United States Sopreme Court, Mr, Fuoller is res
garded as one of the ablest lawyers and ledrnéd
judges in thie or oy other country, asd ,hinaf
cessor will undertake & hercnledn task -to grace t H
judivial ermive 4s he hiss dove and to{llustrate such
con-umute ability, Judge Faller is mentally and
otlitrwise capable of filling  any position in the gift
of either the President, legislative aad judical de-
partments or at the ha ot the people. His
brilliant mind, tipentd {0 the sobool of experience,
and his legal seumen snd wide knowledie will be
greatly missed in the Supreme Conxt st Washing-
tov. If this programme is carvied sut to comple-
tion it will effectually do away with all talk to Mr,
Talt a8 a presidential candidate, and probably the
party may Jook to Obie in the person of Mr, Fo
ker 4s the most available candidate for the White
House three years henee, i

Mayor McClallan, of New York, bas leased Jor o
term of four years the bouse he now occupies on
Wasbington sguare. Four years s the term office
for the mayor of New Yark under the new law, A
day or two a citfzen of New York was expre
wonder why the mayor did not buy a8 boms
of renting. B he can’t alford it,”? said an fafl-
mate friend of Mr.McClelian.. “He could bave be
happese o B
Rt i :I’:‘
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,| of the settlement, much less the cash rggregate of the
| that President Roosevelt, President Lubet, King Ed-

. [too exneting in her demands for a large indemnuity.

| Roosevelt is probaly the best informed personage

OW that the place of mesting of the
pleni tiarfes has been deter-
mi interest very properly cen-
ters oo the probable indemnity Jap-
an will exact of RBussia as one of the
conditions of the cessation of bhos-
tilities. It is to be supposed that

b 4 the Tokio goveriment will expect

P\ /A" the Bt raburg sutocracy to

. /** ceds to Japan several ports and
some in addition to the payment of a cash
indemnlty, jast how muck-this will be is one
guess or puother. There has been abedlutely no
bint from the Mikado as to the nature of the terms

]
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indemuity. There have been rumors to the effect

ward and Emperor Willism have made it known in-
directly to the Japan government that it wonld

It is said the point was made that a large cash pay-
ment might demoralize the finances of Eorope and
the wntire world, and besides this it would embarrass
Russia and prove disastrous to the cause of pesce.
A report has gaived currency that Tokio would de-
wand$1,000,000,000, as no iodewnity, but this re-
port lacks official confirmation snd it is not at all
probable any gne outside of Japan bas any idea
what demands that country will make. President

oo this point, other than the high Japanese offitials.
It wounld perhaps be intereating to reler to the var-
ious indemnities paid in recent times by Europesn
coustries, and to cite them as precedents, The lar-
gest canh payment ever made was by Franee to Ger-
many in 1871, aggregating §1,000,000,000 in addi-
tion to esding the provinces of Alsace and Lorraive.
Never before or since has any conntry paid so dear-
Iy for peace aa did the war of 1878 Russia made
Turkey pay $165,000,000, rather this amount was|
exaoted and subsequently redoced a few milltons.
Japan demanded of China & paymentiof 0175_.000,0.00‘
at the conclasion of the farcical war in 1895, As al
seqasl to the Boxer rebellion Ohina bad'to pay the
powers $333,000,000 in gold insteliments;
‘of this amount being atill unpaid. The Unimd]
States in all of its wars with other countries has in-
variably paid them large amounts on the variest|
pretexts, We gave Spain $20,000,000 tor so-called |
improvements in the Phflippines, which in reality |
pever had any existence, We gobt the Philippines
and Porto Rico, which have cost us more than we
will get from them in the next ten hundred yeurs, .
[u'48 we paid Mexico $18,250,000 for the privilege of
giviog her a thrushing, lorgeiting the expense of the
equipping, ete., of our armies to the country. This!
amount-—-a stupendons sum in those days—was paid
for the pecession of some territory to the United |
Brates wiich we Dad already won by ceoguest. Wo
tork k:&r stricken and filth-wreaking Caba and |

ine-alled) yxeellent drainage sod sewerage systems
in (s prd cipal cities, hevides employiog other saui-
tary  medns and dJevices, aud Caba did not say |
“Thank yon, Unele Sam,'’ wach less offer to reim-
burse the Treasury in Washiogton, We sent sol

be | industrious and a8 & ruje attends strictly to his

ex

bor. Bat our agents at ports of en
ercised intel t discrimioation in
of whe better of Ohivese. These travelers, who
are giveh cordial greeting la all Buropean countries
are here subjected to a humiliation snd

that speaks i1l for our boastdd enlightenment

progresa.
Aw a matter of tact the average Ohinese resident
of this country, while not especially desirable, is

essentinlly less harmfol tham & great -mass of the

ontscourings thas are dumped apon our sho-es

day from lower Earope. mommrdmm
no{ happen to be subservient to umlonism, he

business. The Chinese are nos-auarchistic,
government and ave tractable. Such cannol
for many of the low-browed, ignorant and
comers from some par. s .| Eorope "

Only a few days ago » deputation of businass men
called upon the president S0 register 2 protest
agaiust the treatment of many Chiocess visitors who
bad come bere to transaet commercial dealings.
Ou the principle that the Chioamen's money is a8 good
A8 auy one's, these busin ss men asked that simple
justice be done them. The president was quick to
ree the reason and good sense in this protest and he
inst sucted Secretary Meteall to see that imigration
officers exercise discretion in the enforcement of the
law, There is no reason why an exclusion law
should not be enforeed
migrants of all nations, jostead of werely selecting
the Chinese ns the special object of iosults
indignities.
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HOW TO IMPROVE OUR JURIES.

HERE bas been much discussion
of recent years as to the besd
remedy hzinpmri;gn the jury

-4 m - growing
m;rh selecting *‘twelve
good men and trus.”” Ouar whole
system ol jorispradence must
staod or fall on the worth of the
petit jury, and the matter being
so vital, suggested reforms are
well worthy ol consideration,

gaye the Atlanta Constitation.

In a recent speech betore the graduating class ol
the Boston Young Men’s Ohristisn Association law
school, Judge James B. Richardson, of the Massa-
chuseits snperior coort, voicad the central truth in
the whole proposition when he ani?:

“The trouble Is not so mach with trial by jory as
ap institution, as with the composition of it—the
wen on the panel. The cases which at the present
time come on for trial before & jary involve ques-
tions infinitely more intricate, complicated and difi-
cult, and ol much greater magnitude, toan those
which asunlly pame before a jary 100 or even Gty
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dices and ships to ber coasts and gave the people | Years ago, while it seenia to meé that in judgment,
the ““Cubn Libre’ they were so lustily shounting for | discernment and other qualifications the average
and which wost of them were too cowardly to fight | jury at the present thme s not so good e b was
foi. After our forces had vouted the Spaniards a | theu.
cime up and were” gaxious to get at the epemy, administration of it
while some of their bummers snedked io the rénr | ndgwent, when ignoranes, inbecility, stupidity,
sod stole quantities ol rations und heversacks of our | tace and class prejudices and affillations with law-
troops who were ou the firing line. defying organizations are oo the punelt :
1t is reported that congress at its coming session| It is difficult to see how in this couniry we can
in December will be asked (o return to Chioa the  expect that the churacter of an Institutico, whether
amonut that country paid (o ns as part of the in-' it be & politieal party or the court, or the charch,
demnity given to the allied natiofia
be urprising It this country grantad the fequest and | Any greater than is the aggregate character and effi-
even throw in & fow milllons in “the way of accum- | ¢iency of Lhe individoals who compose such insti-

aluted interest. No country in the world has been | tution; aod efforis made with weuch hope af snccess

As to the selection of jurors, let me say that -

regiment or wo of puny soldiers armed with machetes | the difficulty is not s0 much in the law, as inthe .
What chanos is there of good -

It wounld not | or a jury, can be any batter, or its efficicney can be

re- | conquersd. Perbaps it is strange

even approximately as geverous as the United States
10 fte tréstment of pations which it hes vanguished ]
ou the battlefields. It seams entirely beyond the
comprehession of Bogland, Germany, Fraoce, Rus-
ain nuod the rest bow it 1s we cau héat another nation
sod spend willioys o the accomplishment and then
at ita gonclugion hand over several millions to the
s bt it is onr way
and we think it should bethe way of all who sym-

to improve noy of them must begid, I think, with
im'i!mv!ng the individoals of which it is composed,
bis js the opinion of masy thoughtiul citizend
who are concerned for the present statas of judictal
procedure in the Uniled Blates. The question is
simply one of the jodividoa! worth of ine joror—-
his intelligence, bis hooesty sod peperal cbaracter
as known to the community. The democracy of the
jury system can easily prove s menace to the right

administration of justice i the individus! element
is not carelully welghed in the selection of talesmen,
It requires s laywanp of keoo wentality o Jeoide a
case on the law sud evidenes, upswayed by extran-
eous and, oftan, woworthy jnfluences, that he

petize with toe defosted and poor in purse. Itis
not fmprobable we carry this policy a litile too far
int to the Philippioes. The precedents cited
may be taken inte consideration by Jupan when it
cousiders the size of the indemoity Hussis sball pay

il the Czar wanls peace now. ) should be a ﬁ of M,m;m ,
- e m— m"‘“ stroogeat o
© JUSTICE FOR THE CHINESE, necessity of good oitizens ser
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