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presidents Message.
(Conciuded from our last))
*rn somesections ofthe country most
f the public landshave beensold and
b registers and roceivers have very
wlo 10 do. It is 8 subject worthy of
~auiry, whether in inany cases two or
oo districts may not be consolida-
dandthe number of persons employ-
d in this business considerably re-
duced. Indeed the time will come
hen it will be the true policy of the
GeneralGovernmentas to someof the
Sates to transfer to thein fora rea-
sonable equivalent, all t!')e refused
and unsold lands, and to withdraw the
nachinery of the federal land offices
altogether.  All who take a_compro-
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prevent them in future. Would any
single measure be so effective in remo-
ving all plausible grounds for'these in-
trusions as the graduation of price al.
ready suggested ?—A short period o

industry and economy in any part of
our country would enable the poorest
citizen to accumnlate the meanstobuy
him a home at the lowest prices and
leave without apology for settling on
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10 answer all the purposes of its esta-

blishment,and not only furnishes well
educated officers to the ariny, but
serves to diffuse throughout the mass
of our citizens, individuals possessed
of military knowledge, and the scien-
tific attainments of civil and military
engineering, At presentthe cadetis
bound. with the consent of parents
or guardians, to remain in servicefive

lands not his own. If he did not un-

pinion.

heusive view of our federal system,
and believe that one of its greatest

«litle as possible with the intor-

ward with great interest to this re-
sult,

lnds might also have a favorahle in-
fuence on the legislation of Congress

ect, Many who have the ability to
S huyat present prices, scttle on those
lauds with the hope of acquiring from
their cultivation the means of pur-

ime to time passed by Congress,
Forthis encroachient on tbe rights of

der the ilea of their own necessities ;
the fact that they dispossess nobody
and only enter ,upon the waste do-
main, that they give additional! val-
ue to the public lands in their vicin-
ity and their intention ultimately to
pay the Governmeut price. So
much woight has from time to time
heen auached to these considerations
that Congress have passed laws give
ing aetual sctilers on the public lands
aright of pre-emption to the tractsocs
cupied hythem at the minimun price,
The laws have in all instances been
retrospective. in their operations; in
& few yearsafter their passago crowds
of new settlershave been found on the
publie lands for similar reasons and
under like expectations who have
. [ll%en indulged with the sawme privil-
tges. This course of legislation
lends to impair public respect for the
laws of the countey. Either she laws
o provent int: usion npon the _public
lands shouldbe executed or if that
“ould be impracticable or inexpedi-
"they should be modified or re-

tonsidered as open to bé occupied
by any, they should by law be thrown
°Pon to all, That which is intended
! all instances to be legalized should
M once bemade legal that those who
.y. to co nnth':llawa may
tweast equal privi wi

those wheare not. Bpntitm be-
oved to be the disposition of Con-
3768 10 open the pmm:dno oc-
iancy without regulas enssigs  and
2t of the Government price as
®a course must tend toworse evils

smsary to.abolish, It would
ieli)u tobe the pars of wis-
A0d smound policy 1o temeve a8
W practicable the, canses which

s and ﬁo?hkomout steps to
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ml concerns of the States look for- |
I

: ‘gt 't store.
A modification of the existing laws | ed before

inrespect to the prices of the public,

inrelation to anothe branch of the sub- |

chasing under pre-eraption laws from |

the U, 8. they excuse themselves un- |

Pealed, Ifthe public lands are to be

years from the period of his enlist-

sufficient, Government ought to com-
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38, No. 21.
anxious solicitude, It was recom-
mended to the first Congress by Gen
Washington,and has frequently been
brought to your notice, and recently
its importance strongly urged by my
‘immediate predecessor. 'I'he provi«
'sions in the Constitution that renders
lit necessary to adopt a uniform sys-
'tem of organization for the militia
throughout the U, 8,, presents an in-
surmountable obstacle to an efficient

der such circumstances he would en-/ment, unless sooner discharged: thus arrangementby the classification here
list no sympathy in his favor; and exacting only one yeur’s serviee in tofore proposed, and I invite your at.
the laws would be readily executed the army afier his education is com- tention to the plan which will be sub-
without doing violence to ‘public o-'pleted. This does net appear to me mitted by the Secretary of Wir, for

the organization of velunteer corps.

A large portion of our citizens mand for a longer period, the servicee and the instruction of militia officers
have scated themsclves on the public'of those ‘who are educated at the as more simple and practicable, if not
lands, without authority, since the public expense: and I recommend equally advantageous as a general a.
passage of the last pre-emption law, that the time of enlistment be exten- rangement of the whole militia of the
loacies consists in_interforin land now ask the enactment of mm-l'dcd to soven years, and the terms of | U. States,

L € 'ther to enable themto retainfthelandsthe engagement strictly enforced. |
loccupied, upon payment of the min-| “Fhe creation of a national founda- iians west of the Mi:sissippl, commen-
um Government price. They ask}ry for cannon, to be common to the ced by Mr, Jefferson in 1804, has
ithat which has been repeatedly gran- service of the Army and Navy ofthe |becn stoadily persevered in by eve-
Ifthe future may ijud-fU. States, has been heretofore re- Iy succeding President, and may be

"The system of removing the Indi-

ged of by the past, little harm can be commended, and appears to be re- considered the setded policy of the

the purpose of'selling them to others,

Entertaining these viows, I recom-|
mend the passage of a pre-emption
law for their benefit, in connection
with the preparatory steps towards
the graduation of the price of public
lands, and further and more effectual|
provigions to prevent intrusions here-
after. Indulgence to those who have
settelled on these lands with expecta-
tions that past legislation would bel
‘made a rule for the future, and at|
the same time removing the mosi|
plausible ground on which wtrusions|
are excused, and adopting more effi- |
cient means to prevent them hereaf-
ter, appear to me the most judicious
disposition whichcanbe made of thlsl
difficult subject. 'The limitation and
restrictions to guard against abuses
in the executionof a pre-emption law,
will necessarily attract the careful at-
tention of Congress; but under no
circumstances is it considered expe-
dient to authorise floating claims in
any shape. ‘They have been hereto-
fore, and doubtless would be hereaf-
ter, most prolific sources of fraud and
oppression, and iustead of operating,
to confer the the favor ofthe Gov-|
ernment on industrous settlers,are
often used only to minister toa spirit,
of cupidity at the expence of the most
meritorious of that class.

A moderate increas: of the corps,
both military and topographical engi-
neers, has been more than once re-

commended by.:flfl,li predeccssor;

my convictien of the propriety, not to
say necessity of the measure, in or-
der to enable them to perform the va-
rious and important. duties imposed

them induces me to repeas the re-

[commendasion

and |in time of peace. a regular force ad-

to recommend the erection of a ma-

mountains, upon the plan proposod
by the Secretary of War, will contri-

'bute to extend throughout the coun-

try the improvements which exist in
establishments of a similar descrip-
tionin the Atlantic States, and tend
to a mueh more economical distribu-
tion of the armament required in the
western portion of the Union.
The -accompanying report of the
Becretary of War will bring 1o your
view the state of the Army, and all
the various subjects confided to the
superintendance of that officer,

The principle part of the army has
been concentrated in Florida, with
the view, and in the expectation, of
bringing the war in that territory to a
speedy close. The necossity of strip-
ping the posts on the maritime and
inland frontiers of their entire garri-
sons, for the purpose of assernbling
in the field an army, _. #s than four
thousand men, Wole. seem to indi-
cate the necessity of increasing our
regular forces; and the superior ef-
ficiency, as well as the greatly dimi
nished expense of that description of|
troops, recommend this measure ar
of expediency. I refer to the report
for the reasons which have induced
the Secretary of War to urge the re-
organization and enlargement of the
staff of the Army, and of the ordin-
ance corps, in which I fully concur.
- Ttis not, however. compatible with
the interest ofthe people to maintain

equate to tho defence of our exten-
sive froptiers, In periods of danger
and alarm we must rely prineipally
upon & well organized militia, and

doneto the interest of the Treasury quired in order to place our ordi- country. Unconnected at first with
by yielding to their request. Upon'nance on an equal footing with that
a critical examination, it is found that,of other countries, and to enable that provemect, the inducement held out
ithe lands sold at the public sales, branch of the service to control the to the Indians were confined to the
the introduction of cash payments in|prices of those articles, and gradu- greater abuncance of game to be
1820, have produced, on an average, 'ate the supplies to the wants of thc|found in the West: but when the be-
the nett revenue of only six cents an/Government, as well as to regulate ineficial effcets of their rcmma,l were
acre more than the minium Govern- their quality and ensure their uuifur-imﬂd@ apparent, 8 morc philanthropie
ment price. There is no reason to'mity. 'I'he same reasonsinduce me @nd enlightened policy was adopted
suppose that the future will be more in purchiasing s | -
productive, The Government, there- nufactory of gunpowder, to be under  Mississippi. th_“'“‘l prices were gi-
'fore, hus no adequate pecuniary in-the direction of the ordinance offico. |YeM, 39"_1 provisions inserted in a_"
torest to induce it to drive thess peo-'The establishment of a manufactory [the treaties with them, for the applis
ple from the lands they occupy, for of small arms west of the Alleghany |cation of the funds they received in

any well defined system for their im-

in purchiasing their lands cast of the

exchange, to such purposes as were
best calculated to promote their pre-
sent welfare, and advance, their fu-
wre civilizatien. 'These measares
thave been attended thus far with the
happiest results,

It will be seen, by referring to the
report of the Cownmissioner of Indi-
an Affairs that the most sanguine ex-
pectations of the friends and promo-
ters of this system have been realiz-
'ed, 'The Choctaws, Cherokees, and
other tribes that first emigrated be-
yond the Mississippi, have, for the
most part abandoned the hunter state
and become cu'tivators of the soil,
| he improvement in their condition
has been rajid, and it is beheved
that they are now fitt>d to enjoy the
advantages of a simple form of gov-
ernment, which has been submitted
to them and received their sanction;
and I cannot ton strongly urge this

'subject upon the attention of Con:

gress,

Stipulations have been made with
all the Indian tribes to remove them
beyond the Mississippi except with the
Land of the Wyandotts the six Nations -
in New York the Menomoness Man<
dans and Stockbridges in Wisconsin
aud Miamies in Indiana. With all
butthe Meromoneesit is expected that
arrangements for their emigration
will be completed the present vear,
The resistance which has been op.

posed to their removal by some ofthe
e x

wibes, cven afier treaties had .
made with them to that effect has ari-
sen from various causes operating
differently on each of them. In most
instances they have s instignted

some general arrangement that will

The Military Awiemy continuos

render this description of force more \trade with them and t
officient, has longe been a subject of their annuities were

istance by pers hamy
to resistance oy pers ; nm‘)&l’}_ G
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