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ITEMS OF INTEREST BRIEFLY
CHRONICLED,

FLEET FOR PACIFIC COAST

Plan to Send Battleship.to Western
Coast. Senator Perkins Urges Di-
vision of Atlantic Fleet.

—_—

A plan is under way to divide the
fleot of battleships now assembled
on the Atlantic eoast by sending fully
one half of them to the Pacifie coast

By ISP LI Ry o P i gt

LA

station. This movement is largely
fathered by Senator Perkins of Cali-
fornia, who, while expressing himself
as not at all apprehensive of an ap-

proaching conflict with Japan, yet be-
lieves that our enormous Pacific coast
line should not be left practically with
out naval defense.

There are no battleships on the Pa-
cifie coast at the present time. The
prineipal units of naval defense there
are the ernisers Charleston, Chicago,
Boston, Princeton znd Yorktown and
a few torpedo boats. All of these ves-
sels save the Charleston, are of old
eonstruction, and would be of very lit
tle use in a conflict with a flrsi-class
naval power. The battleship Oregon
one of the initial three battleships
construeted for the navy and the bat-
tleship Wisconsin are at the navy

vard at Bremerton, Wn.,, n-mlerguiu;_;i ! ;
Tt will be a year  for re-eleetion by his action in beat-

extensive repairs.
or more before they will be available
for servies.

On the Asiatic station the naval

power is represented by four large
armored cruisers of the West Vir-|
cinia elass and the old monitors Mon- |

adnoek, and Monterey. The Monad-
noek is in reserve, with a skeleton
crew aboard, and the Monterey is out |

bf eommission at Cavite. Added to
these are a number of more or ess ob-
solte gunboats for use among the Phil- |
ippine Islands and a squadron of pro-
tected eruisers, the Baltimore, Cinein- |
nati, Raleigh, Galveston, and Chatta-
nooga, These are not especially for-|
midable either in respect to speed or
otherwise. J

Senator Perkins also belicves the | beat that and got him a place for

naval plants at Brementon and Mate |
Island should be thoroughly equipp=d
for the construction of battleships
and minor eraft, and to this end it i5 |

his opinion that cne vessel. of the , promotion? °
| ‘‘Sincerely yours,

first elass should always be under con
giruetion at each of these years.

The experiments made recently by
the government in the construetion
of the battlships Louisiana and Con-

neetient by the Newport News Ship-
i building Company and the United
States covernment at the Brooklyn

navy yard, respectively, shows thal
despite the handicaps imposed upon
government construetion generally,
the time oceupied in the building.of
{hese two vessels and the expense
®ypore praetically the same. Tt takes
{ime to assemble the needed skilled
lzbor and the necessary applianc:s

for the building of battleships, and
it is deemed the part of wisdom to
have such eguipment as may turn
these vessels out with the least pos-
sible delay, and in time of war efa-
ble the government to repair damage
sustained in confliet and otherwise

with the maximum speed.
el

The Color of a Filipino.

The school authorities of Washing-
ton have been ealled upon to decide
whether a Filipino is white or “eol
ored.”” The problem was brought be-
fore them by Major M. F. Waltz of
the United States army, who sent a
communication asking that his Fili-
pino servant, twenty-two years of age
be admitted to tha white school of
Washington. '

Major Waltz said that his servant
had been denied admission to the pub
lie sehools of Atlanta on account of
the prevailing race feeling. After
much discussion the question was re-
ferred to a committee, which has not

yet reported.
-

Jans Do Not Beek War.

“The Japanese do not want Hawali
ar the Philippines and they do not
geek war,” says Bishop Merriam C.
Harris of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, who has spent thirty-three
years in apan, and who is home on
a visit. '

He offered a prayer in the Semgte
and then went over to the House and
talked with the mambers,

There is no hard feeling toward the
United States in Japan, he said, but
an exclusion get would be resented
and regarded as unforgivable, and
might, -he said, ‘‘lead to trouble.”’

To Experiment With Ofl
The Bureau of Steam Engineering
of the navy of which Rear Admiral
" Charles W. Rea is engineer iin ehief, |

bas deeided to experiment with oil as | Who is spendia
wossible fuel for United States ships | 0

be made on the

| people who were trying to take a ne-

:who had done such a service as 2

' grounds of the Federal prison at At-
! lanta.

U Bk e

Beer in BSoldier's Homes.
Beer halls in the several branches
of the national home for disabled vol-
unteer soldiers nettea profits to the
government aggregating $165,454 dur-
ing the last year, according to the aa-
nnal report of Col John L. Chamber!
lain, Inspector Genvral, whose anmnual
report to the Secretary of War id
one of the strongest recommendations
made for the retention of the canteen
featunes of these homes.
““The beer hall 1 believe to ba a
most valuable agent in determining
the comfort, contentment, health and
zeneral welfare of the members, Near-
ly all members ars of advanced age,
their habits are formed and fixed be-
yond possibility of ehange. Their pen-
sions furnish means wherewith Lo
drink, and those who desire drink can
{ and will get it. In the beer hall they
| obtain beer of the purest and best
| guality, and the amount consumed can
| be and now is strictly regulated. 1f
| the beer hall should be abolished the
| money now spent in the beer hall—in
| faet a much larger sum—will be speat
in the neighboring saloons and dives.
The profits which are now expended
for the pleasure, comfort and conve-
nience and general welfare of the
members will be lost to them and will
go into the pockets of the saloon keep-
ers.

Reward for a Democrat.

The following letter was given out
at the White House:

“*The White House,

““Washington, D. C., Dee. 17, 1906.

“‘Dear Mr. Bonaparte—Some three

years ago Sheriff J. L. Merrill of

Carroll eounty, Ga., lost his chanct

ing off a mob of several hundred white

gro out of jail and put him to death.
Sheriff Merrill and his deputies fired
on the mob, killing and wounding
several men and beating the othexs
off, Because of this he was defeated
for reelection. Congressman Adamsor
brought the matter to my attention
saying that he hated to see a mor

public official defeated because of the
very faet that he had rendered the
service. He told me that Governm
Terrell had offered Merrill a place
the best he had to give, which carried
a salary of $50 per month. I told the
congressman that I thought I couid
$1200 a year as ecustodian of the
I hear he has done well. If he
has done well can’t we give him &

THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
‘‘Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte,
¢ Attorney General.”’

The Milling of Rice.

A delegation representing the rie
interests of Lounisiana and Texas wers
in Washington to confer with Seers
tary Wilson in regard to the effeei
of the pure food bill; which goes intc
effect Jan. 1, on rice manufacture
The members of the delegation are
C. 8. Knapp, president of the Louis
iana Rice Growers’ Assogiation; T
A. Godcheaux, of Abbeville, La.; S
Ross, of Houston, Texas, and J. I
Brousseard, of Beanmont.

Secretary Wilson gave it as his opii
ion that the present methods usec
by the rice millers of the south are
unobjectionable and will not be sud
jeet to change under the new laws
He also stated that rice milled up tc
January 1 1907 will be exempt from
the provisions under the bill.

Mr. Wilson’s statement that glu-
cose can not be used for polishina
was good news to the Louisianians and
Texans, and they say that gluecose
is used to a great extent by foreign
rice mills which comes into competi-
tion with American millers.

An Investigation Ordered.

No advices have been reeeived al
the War Department regarding ths
reported firing on a ear conductor by
soldies at Fort Barraneas, Fla. The
matter, however, unofficially was
brought to the attention”of the de-
partment today, and the commanding
offieer of the fort has been called upon
for information.

Coming so soon after the affair al
Brownsville, Tex., which has receivad
o much attention in the publie press,
army officers expressed their chagris
at the raport of the latest disturbance.
Fort Barraneas, which is located a
short distanece from Pensacola, is re-
garded as one of the most importani
posts in the service, five companies
of the coast artillery, the Seventh,
Ninth, Fifteenth, Twentieth, and the
Twenty-second companies being sta-
tioned there.

- el

Fire in the Studio Building at Bos

ton caused $150,000 damage. -
.'ﬂ' it e ‘_':' 3 I‘ ] A
Colorado Springs, Colo.—Gov. Her:

BOAT EXPLOSION
KILLS MANY

T ———

BIG DISASTER ON BENDS PACK-
ET SCOVELL.

e g ——

EXACT NUMBER NOT ENOWN

—_—

But Number of Dead Between Fiftecn
and Twenty, Among Whom are
Capt. Quackenboss, His Son and
Laval Yerger.

———

Vieksburg, Miss.—While the Stea-
mer W. T. Scovell, plying in the Viek-
‘burg and Davis Bend trade, was load-
ing freight at Gold Dust Landing,
seventeen miles south of Vieksburg,
the boat’s boiler exploded with terrific
force and without the slightest warn-
ing, killing and maiming the erew and
passengers and blowing off the entire
front of the steamer,

According to survivors who arrived
here on board of the steamer Senator
Cordill, the dead numbers betwegen
fifteen and twenty. It is feared,
however, that the exaect number will
not be known for some days, as the
steamer was crowded with deckhands
and passengers, and taose who escap-
ed were so stunned for a time that
before assistance ecould be secured the
bodies of many of the dead had dis-
appeared down the river,

Dead and Injured.

The known dead are

Capt. John A. Quackenboss, master
of the boat, Vicksburg.

Wade Quackenboss, Vieksburg.

Laval Yerger, cotton seed buyer,
Jackson.

Joe Smith, clerk of steamer, Yazoe
City Miss. ¢

Mack Clarke, negro porter.

Two roustabouts, name unknown.

Eight or nine negro deck passen-
gers.

The injured are:

Lennie Roberts, assistant pilor,
Vicksburg, Miss., injured internally,
seriously.

John Dougherty, pilot,
dislocated.

iCharles McKenna, passenger, pain-
fully injurer.

——Butterfield, slightly injured ia
the head.

Many Negroes Injured.

The number of dead and injured
negroes can not b2 stated, but of a
crew and passenger list of about fif-
ty, about half are missing, The ne-
gro dead were cared for at the place
where the accident occurred, as are
some of the injured.

Vieksburg is muech wrought up
over the accident, Laval Yerger be-
ing very popular here, and also the
two Juackenbosses, who both leave
families. ,

The cause of the explosion is in
doubt at this time. The steamer had
been considered in first elass condition
although she was delayed here a few
hours by being run into by the Belle
of the Bends. This, however, could
not have affected her boilers.

The news of the explosion fivst
reached this city by telephone to A.
(. Russell, who heard of the steamer
blowing up from Ashwood Landing.
Mr. Russell, telephoned to Ashwood,
and there John G. O'Kelly, a promin-
ent citizen, said that he had seen cot-
ton floating down the river and Qe
would send a man on horseback at
once to (Gold Dust Landing, which
was eight miles away. :

(Gold Dust gin is iwenty miles south
of Vieksburg, on the Louisiana side
of the Mississippi river. The Scovell
left here on her trip to Davis Bend
and was returning when the accident
occurred. Frank Hireh of this eity
is the agent and part owner of the
boat.

shouldor

Steam Smothers Cries.

Wade Quackenboss was heard to
call for help soon after the explosion,
but, according, to the reports of those
who were on the boat, escaping steam
soon smothered his cries. Capt Quask
enboss was not seen after the aeci-
dent.

Pilot John Dougherty was blown
several hundred feet into the river,
but despite a dislocated shoulder,
managed to ewim to wne bank.

Murry Wilkinson, the cub pilot es-
caped uninjured. Engmeer John T.
Bruee was not hurt.

The accident occurred in about 8
mile of where the steamer Providence
was destroyed in a hurricane and
twenty people was lost several years

5g0. i
Mr. Wilkinson's Btory |

% e Veiikiod, ub

Scovell, arrived heré on board the
Steamer Senator Cordill with others
who were on the Scovell, The remains
of Leval Yerger wers brought here
and will be sent to aékson, Miss., for
interment. B

No other bodies were brought here

as they could not be found, there be-
ing, according to Wilkerson’s state-
ment, about fifteen dead in all.
- He says that
while landed at Gold Dust gin, about
noon. He was sleeping at the time
in the rear of the upper cabin, and
when he woke he-found the boat blew
in half and his end sinking.

He hurried out. ana reached the
bank, found the body of Laval Yeur-
ger under a log, wh\':'ge also lay the
body of a negro named Williams Hall,
who had been making & cotton-seed
deal with Mr. Yerger when the explo-
sion oecurred. i

Senator Cordill to Rescue.

Wilkinson says Dougherty, who
was at the wheel, suffered a sprained
shoulder and seemed to be in a bad
way, but he does not believe he will
die.

A young white boy named Len
Roberts, who was employed as' wateh-
man on the boat, was terribly hurt
internally, and Wilkinson says that
he believe he may die.

Wilkinson states that as soon as he
eould realize that had happenad he
sent a negro out to hail the Senator
Cordill, which was near at hand, ta
come to the relief cf the Scovell. The
Cordill eame promptly, and the crew
did what little it cowid for the wreck-
ed steamer. All the eargo was losi,
floating down the river.

Wilkinson says he investigated the
wreck and found that the boiler which
blew up cut through the mastpols,
blowing the entire front of the boat
off and two hundrel yards into a field.

The story of the aceident as told
by J. T. Bruce, the engineer of the
boat, iz as follows:

{“Wa were lying at the Gold Dust
Landing, taking on a cargo when I
noticed a small quantity of water
oozing through the boiler. I suspeet-
ed that something was wrong and pro-
ceeded to make an 2xamination.

On Top of the Boiler.

¢ About this tima the Secovell broke
her head line and drifted so that I
did not have time to*make a thorough
examination at that moment. As soon
as I got her back to the bank I erawl-
ed on top of the boiler and proceeded
with the investigalion. I had just
got down from the boiler when the ex-
plosion oceurred. The catastrophe, I
believe, was due to a defective boiler
plate.”’

When the Cordill arrived at Vieks-
burg, a crowd of several hundred per-
sons met her at the wharf.. There
were anxious inquiries for friends and
relatives.

Owing to the heavy loss among the
negroes aboard the landing was erowd
ed with women and children of that
race.  The injured were taken to the
various sanitariums and hospitals of
the city.

Dead Men Well Known.

Capt. Quakenboss was one of the
oldest and best-known residents of
this eity and was well known to every
man on the Mississippi river.

L. W. Quackenboss, one of the kill-
ed, was a citizen of Vicksburg, well
known in military cireles throughout
the state. During the Spanish-Ameri-
can war he served as a non-commis-
sioned officer of Company A, First
Mississippi Volunteers. On the re-
organization of the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard after the close of the
war he was appointed captain and
commissary of the Third Regiment
and was later elected Colonel of the
regiment, serving in that capacity bat
a short time, when he resigned.

Laval Yerger, another of the vie-
tims, was born and reared in Jack-
son, and was one of the best-known
young men who ever went out from
tirat city. He was a son of the late
William Yerger and has a number of
relatives in Jackson, among whom is
the Assistant Secretary of State,
Henry Yerger, and ex-Attorney Gen-
eral Frank Johnston. His family
connection is extensive in Mississippl
Hon. Charles Seott, one of the candi-
dates for governor, is a relation. He
was engaged in the hotel business for
several years in Mississippi and Lou-
isiana and made a host of friends.
The Scovel was built in 1895 af
Jeffersonville. She is 160 feet long,
31 feet wide, 3 feet 7 inches deep.
She was bought at Nashville only a
few months ago by her new owmers,
the Vieksburg and Davis Bend Packet
Company. The boat was insured for
$6000.

i A denial of the report that Presi-
dent Castro of Veneznela is dying
~was iesued from Willemstadt.

the boat blew up:

MISSISSIPPI STATR
FAPPENINGS

e e e e

ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM ALL
SECTIONS,

———

AN EPITOYE OF THE NEWS

E—

Culled From Important Happenings
Throughout the State During the
Past Week and Reviewed in Brief
for Our Readers.

Peonage Charges.

A peonage charge was filed in the
Federal court by a negro named Dan
January against James Patrick, a
prominent Rankin county farmer who

don.

The affidavit alleges that January
was held in involuntary servitude,
together with his wife and six ehil-
dren, by a man named Carter who
then sold him to Patrick for the sum
of $1090'05, alleging a debt in that
sum to be due, and Patrick refused
40 release him fro: eustody until the
debt was canceled.

January states that he was whip-
ped by Carter with a buggy trace ua-
til he was bloody fron head to heels,
and exhibited to Commissioner Mose-
ley his bared body showing huge gash-
es and welts across the flesh. He it
&still too feeble to walk, and states that
was unable to move for ten days af-
fer receiving the whipping.

Mr. Patrick was arraigned before
Commissioner Moseley. Judge John R.
Enochs of Brandon appeared for the
defense, and Hon. W. B. Banks, as-
gistant district attorney for the gov-
ernment.

The evidence failed to show where-
in Mr. Patrick was in any way in-
volved in the act of holding January
in peonage; that he had merely pur
chased a debt claim from Patrick, sup
posing that the negro was willing te
work it out, and that he knew noth-
ing whatever of any cruel or inhu-
man treatment that had been aceord-
ed the negro by Carter, anuary ad:
mitted that Mr. Patrick had always:
treated him kindly. Commissionel
Moseley then dismissed the defendant
and the Federal deputies, it is under:
stood, will next endeavor to ascertair
the whereabouts of Carter.

That the negro has been inhumanly
treated by some person is very evi
dent from an examination of his body
The bruises and gashes on his bod)
have not yet healed, and it is believec
that he also sustaned internal inju
ries from the lashing administered.

e

Woman Suffragists.

While men are planning and con
templating plans for the political ean
paigns to be fought in Mississippt
which are to be praetically on the
one-party principle (that of the whit
man and the demoeracy), there it
a little band of women who are gift
ed with the ability to see and act for
themselves, and who consider it noi
unseemly or unwomanly to themselv
who will take a hand in the game of
polities. The fact is, the woman suf
fragists of the &tate are preparing i
hold a meeting here on Friday ant
Saturday of this week, in response f«
a call issued some time since by Mrs
Hala Hammond Butt, of Clarksdale
President of the Mississippi Associa-
tion of Woman Suffragists. It is nol
stated in the call that the ladies are
contemplating the putting of a ticket
in the field or even a eandidate, un
less it be for the office of Superinten:
dent of Eduecation, and this is only s
tentative and inferential suggestion
President Butt has asked the ladics
to get together and take up the work
of systematizing the eonditions thal
exist and take a general survey of
the horizon. If the women in conven-
tion assembled decide that it is ad:
visable to take an active hand in the
game to be played next year, the:
the plans will be laid for a series oA
meetings at the various centers, anc
some energetie missionary work will
be provided for.

el
Bank Revived.

The Mississipp: Savings Bank and
Trust Company, a banking institution
which was chartered several months
ago to be located at Meridian, is be-

revived and will be organized In

od about the time of the Meridian cy-
clone and the plans of the company
were disarranged; but the ineorpora-
tors have recently desired to revive
the chater and establish the concern.
Tt will have a capital of $100,000 with

strongest institutions in the state.

lives about seven miles north of Bran- |

a fow days.- The coneern was chartex |

950,000 paid in, and will be one of the

OLIVER/FINNIE CROCER CO.
Mr. R. G. WINTER, o s

Houston, Miss.
Dear Sir:—
As to Business Coll
here, but the onl
MACON & ANDREWS

es, there are quite a number F
one of which we know personally is the ¥
llege. We have employedpauiw a number

of their graduates at various times and found
them all satisfactory and properly fitted for
theirwork. Yours very truly, :

THE OLIVER-FINNIE GROCER CO.
By Milton . Hunt, Manager.

It pays to attend a Business College recogni i i
gnized and patronized by business
men—our students are employed by nearly every business house 1n Me;phis and
?hrg:zh_out the South. Positions secured free. Every graduate employed Now
s ltum %o enter. No vacation. Our system cf Shorthand was again unani-
al-om y adopted by the Board of Education to be taught in the Memphis High School;
8 lcnth'- commercial department of the Memphis High School is under our di-,
rection. Write for a beautiful college souvenir FREE, {

“wy MACON & ANDREWS COLLEGES, Memphis, TENN i

~ i
eridlan, Miss. ., Jackson, MiIssd

Prowide o=
HEimmergemocies

See

BEN R. KUYKENDALL,

Casbier of the Bank of Kemper, and
and let him “write you up” in the

MISSISSIPPT'S

Lamar Mutual, _ no«

Eastiand’s Drug Store

Pure Druss

Are plentiful at my store, because I run a drug store and
carry a stock that belongs exclusively to the drug trade

I have a fine line of
Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Coloring Brushes,

Etc.-==in fact, all a painter o -.

I also carry a good line of
Stationery, Tooth Brushes, Combs, Hair Brushes,
Soaps, Perfumes, and all Toilet A ‘i -‘cs.

Prescription Work a Specialty—day or night, and all pure
drugs used. Prices the lowest on all things. I keep an
up-to-date line of CIGARS. I sell in quantity lots at
wholesale prices. I am willing, and anxious to serve all.

SCOOBA, - -

MISSISSIP PRI
H W. RENCHER, | S
P & s, | @WNAPY
Scooba, Miss.
Offers his professional serviees to THE TROY

the people of Scooba and Kemper
Counties. Special attention given %o

STEAM LAUNDRY,

s work Meridian, Miss.
Wiltdo y our Laundry Work
J. B. MOONEY, Neatly, Chezply and Peomptly.

Physician & Surgeon
Scooba, Miss.
Particular attention given to sur-

gical cases, Office, Ward’s Drug
Store.

JAS. D. FRENCH,

Agent at Scooba.

B0 YEARS* |
EXPERIENCE

W. C. ANDERSON,
Physician & Surgeon,

Will respoﬁd to calls Night or Day.
Office at Eastland’s Drug Store, Seoo-
ba, Mississippi.

Anyone sending a sketeh and MI&

T. T. CHILES, ﬁ%‘%ﬁﬁ opimion Free ‘;.:,Fm
Physician & Surgeon, veat free. Oldest ngency fory “‘:.'E
Wahalai, Miss. Withont obarge, i th

mm
sckw‘!vqg!snod week

Sully g::..:::ai%:.:"sas“:: j prooma 38 8

BRNR & o 257 New York

Job
Printing

Tenders his professional services to
the people of Wahalak and vieinity.
Calls answered Day and Night.

wpecial in the it

merican,
A Targost
Torms,

Geo. B. Neville. R. BE. Wilbourn.
'NEVILLE & WILBOURN,

Attorneys-at-Law,

: Mearidian, Miss.

Offices: Masonie Temple Building,

Fourth Street, between Twenty-see-

ond and Twenty-third Avs. Rooms 24-

26. Branch Office—Seooba, Miss.




