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Dran Six—The undersigoad bag the

favor of a copr of the very ible h effec-
tive Orarion delivered by yoir this "day, for
publication. Very respectfully,

3. ). MiCHIB, *

F. BOSTICK,

W. R. MILES,

A. B. BRASHEAR,

SAM'L. L. CORWINE.

Benton, 4th July, 1842.
J. J. Michie, Esq.— :
Resreorno Sig—Pemit me to retumn to
you, and through you, to the othar gentle-
men of the committee, my most sincere
thanks for the very polite request you made
for a copy of my address delivered before
you this day. - | shall feel myself hon:
ored, gentlemen, to comply with your re-
quost, and shall hatid to you a copy of my
address ns soon as itean be prepared for
publication. JOHN S.FULTON.

AN ORATION,

DELIVERED AT BENTON, MISs.,
On the Fourth of July, 1549,

BY MR.JOHN 8. FULTON:

Fellow-Citizsens.—It is with feelings of
no ordinary pleasure that Fmeet with you
at this time. 1 feel that'the time and oc-
cas‘on which has brought me before so many
of my fellow-citizens, where there is such
univn of feellog, such a harmonious con-
conrse of gayetyy happiness and pleasure;
where the warm band of friendship is gladly
exiended; whete each full heart seems to ex-
pand with delight, and where but one sen-
timent prevails—that of general joy,~I feel
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|homble supplication was a
their p'aﬁtiom"ouly‘aﬁ-

olence and insult, and
away. from the fool

..1.

arms was their last and ouly, resort,
Trusiing in the God of batt

tain'it, - But before that lastynd

which has been so ably and dignifiedly read
liberty. Let the accasion which suggested
ity the mighty minds which originated. it,
the noble souls that pemned it, the purity

style, speak iis praise; the very mame De-
claration of Indepeudénce is a hallowed
theme, whose praise caan best be told by
ntiering ina freeman’s ear—INDEPENDENCE.
They had asserted their rights and they
were determiued to maintain them at every
hazard. This declaration which caused
every American heart to beat_high and
warm, sent a tocsin of alarm actls the At-
lantic that shook the fag-wrapped Island of
Great Britain to its centre. But ho sooner
had Massachusetts raised upa John Adams,
who with the almost prophetic vision of in
spiration, deeclared the birth-day of. Liberty,
and America its home, than old Virginia
sent forth the sword of a Wasmmneron 10

make good the declaration.

The eloud of war that had so long hubig

that such an occasion must be one of no [over our devoled heads burst asundér, and

ordinary nature.
this time to celebrate the ananive

We have assembled at

ry of thé | Co

the first blow was struck at Lexington and
ncovd.  'There Liberty dared first to un-

most glorious and important crisis recorded {sheath her keen’sud glitteridg sword, that

in the annals of history. When'| see and
hear the enthusiastm expressed by this
assembly, il gives me assurgnee at
day will ‘hever be forgouem anr
brave and noble, but oppressed ancest
dared to raise th;lrh%‘m‘%l‘:n defence of |
erty; when first they fes

clasimed us as her © >
delusive phantom of protectitn to allure us
within_ her p; but b:bo"u?ttl:d oir
fields anpually wearing t w _barvest,
and panted : r our auh{nneﬁj‘ith the
keen appetit a miser. Ay! ilgives me
proud assurance that, that day will never be
forgotten; when the crowned heads of the
monarchs of the old world first received the
palsying touch that will one day dash the
crowns from off their beads; which first
caused the sceptres of Kings to be held with
a trembling grasp; which first cavsed de-
spotism to kaeel at the shrine of liberiy and
own her conqueror; when the proud lion of
England cowered beneath the soaring eagle
of America; when the morning stars sang
together, and all the sons of Liberty shoute
for joy. Fellowicitizens, the inestimable
privilige which we.this day enjoy, the price-
less boon of freedom, eest the noblest blood,
it was dearly purchased, but the prize was
a glorious one,~it was worth contem’!ing
for. ~ | deem it nel Hecessary to enter mio
a long denil of the eauses which impelled
our fathers to the contest, my lime and your
patience would not permit me so to de, for
you ave all well acqﬂ%z.tna with the causes
of our Reyoldtion. Suffice it to.ssy,
those aatusel 4nd ierpal-principles of jus-
tice and fréedom, im umd_,x‘l hands
wtar weip, wolafod, the cikftered
the. es were L h&: the pri
d_herself in the
taken away, ¥

es, which the British
 tight 16 impose, were
titutional restrictions
§ ‘were laid upon our
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%ﬁ that ows unfed, unélothed, and
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ssly resigted the |before the

and ion of thatnation who |soldiers of Great Britain;  but if
caimed’ Ongem wi, Jhio held out the |they fled glomigusly; it was only the grand

and |of onr couniry, they determined '

yositions 48 &vén:
on then,” under an sccumilated

before the fbinis- |timed srrangement, attacke®t the who
‘cleargnd manly voice of |tile force in their sirong entrenclins

byt determined [secure retreat ap.
argume ‘n_nm of the n
- ® o . e |

was {0 cleave - asunder the Gordian knot
which so long bound it 1o the ifon ear of

o The struggle that-there
4ong, hard sndvdoubtful.

s
dis~
flee
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fled,

plined troops, @ften were compelled
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and sublime retrext of the mountain storm
to replume it daﬁ:ﬁ'_!iaage, to collect again
its wasted foree, aud Harpy-like, to descend
with a swifter and surer aim in the renewal
of its attack; Buat onr patriot fathers falter-
ed notip the dia of battle, nor trerubled
the cannon’s mouth. In ‘those times th
tried mens’ souls, not one of all that number,
that pl their lives, their fortunes, and
their-sacred honors, ever proved recreant to
the cause they espoused. The flame that
first broke out at Lexington, scon s] its
lurid glare over our extended tefritory. The
hardy yeomanry of the country laid aside
the #ickle and the pﬁugh,. the voreaped
harvest field was eagerly exchanged for the
battle field, and the long neglected and
rusted rifla hastily snatched trom the wall,
and with the few equipments the present
moment fa d, they hesitated not to take
the field against a powerful ‘and well disci-
pliged foe. For many a long und-tedious
year they sustained the shock of arms,—for
many a weary and toilsome campaign, arm
to"arm and shoglder to'shoulder, did they
bravely battle fapgheir conntry’s rights and
liberties,—all influénced by the same mo-
tives and all _bavipg the same injerest at
stake, their union and bearty.co-operition
formed a bulwark. of strength that seemed
to defy all mortal
wearigd with the loils of war and

with the sight of a foreign foe
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siroke 10 humble thie hanghty tyranny o
their invaders, and free lh!ehci'g'_ s
insulling enemy. . This mastesbirc
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{wise a8d the good revere, a nam
hoary headed sage dwells on W
asm,—=who, by 1 well conterfed
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armed themselvgs for
.well that an appeal to fi
les, they made
that appeal, and in good faith did th,e Sus-,

Tasor!
they published to the world an in _l_:ii'men;
equalled only in dignity of thought and pu-

tity of gentiment, by the subject on which it
tredts. ' It is not fof me 1o attempt a pane-
gyric on the tion of Independence,

this day by one of eur noble hearted sons of

and lofiiness of thought and sublimity.of

prowess. But.at length
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can pronounce,—q name, that. the |

the etérnal vigils and u- agm o
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name thatso nerved the

th sueh inyincible con

the yfonght—dl‘them the '

golden object of: their ,da

low-ci us, and take a view of this wide
domain.—8ee the vast and mighty Republic

barbarism; behold a free, powerful and in-
dependent government; once degraded and
dependent colonies. The unexplored wil-
derness and deep forests have melted away

and lofty spires gild the spot where once the
smoke arose in arching wieaths from the
homble wigwam of the Indian, and anthems
of praise now rtise to.the living God from
that place
“Where ence the roaming wild heast howled
That place where moaned the grey-eyed owl,”
Again, take another view of the indepen-
dence of her citizens who {ee!l no longer the
hand of galling tyranny, who bow no longer
to foreign despots, her glorious institutions,
her salutary laws, dictated in wisdom and
virtue, and execoted in justice and human-
ity. See the vast tide of emigration that is
rolling. like a mighty torrent from foreign
countries upon our shores, and rapidly peo-
pling our unsettled territory, causing the
wilderness to bloom and blossom as the rose.
The name of America has travelled across
the broad Atlantic, it has been borne upon
every breeze, the sound of liberty has pene-
trated every corner of the globe. The sa-
vage Goth and barbarous Mameluke chaunt
the lay of American libérty, and the roving
Arab talks of Washington in his tent.
Here the exile from eve)y clime enjoys
security and respect; hearing of America,
the land of liberty, he leaves his home and
the ldud of his fathers, and & his all
to the wind and ‘waves, he seeks quietness
and ease even in  the barbarous wilds of

‘America, from oppression and cruelty. -
“Again, turn_yonr onnpﬁrnﬂoﬂ to

the broad besom ofthe mighty'ocean, every
breeze that ruffles its troubled waves, wafis
our ships to and from some commercizl point
of the world, and each galley that proudly
floats upon the waters, bears a flag that is
either feared or respected by sll nations,—
The wisdom and prudénce of our forefathers
have secured to us one of the freest forms
of government, and the most wholesome le-
gislation ever found inany empire or govern-
ment upon earth. Blessed withgthe free-
dom of speech and the freedom of the press,
free from all stamp duties upon paper and
from an odious tax upon books, knowledge
is generally disseminaled; colleges, acade-
mies-and schools are springing up in every
town and village, and the rudiments, at
least, of a common education are within the
reach of every child throughout the length
and breadth of the land. -
“Fellow-citizens, all and each ingredient
for paliticel horior and human happiness are
interwoven with our country, a free goyern-
ment and free institutions, a noble ancestry,
an ished .hopor; embracing every va-
riety'of climare and a 80il exuberant and
luxuriant witfithé most lavished bounties of
Providencd; a-name respected at home and
feared abroad, and enjoying the smiles and
favors of heaven, our country increased in
wealth and prosperity beyond a parallel, the
deep wilderness yellowed with the ripenin
t harvest, the lofty monntain was levelled for
he proud, careering rail car, our broad and
m‘.jdtie rivars-were rapidly covered within:
numerable crafts of merchandize; whilé'we
were comnting the nomber of the milesof
S, new _ones sprung inlo existence,
d k number; while
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rmly securing for us, their posterity, the

‘ ngers and their

toile: And what was the yeward of all their

s and suffering? Lookaround, fel-

that rizes in solemn grandeur on-the ruins of

before ‘the hardy pioneer; splendid cities,

g |on the shoals and rocks of disgnion; and
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n, eludes the pencil of wis [obked uputs 538 demon aspiruil ) deter
kilful axtist, and laughs st its own |wined 1o rise, i it should be' on the ruils
s 4o faf behind the realily,  Such, o] his ¢om ry, and thronghout w A
he rich legacy,we have {aad brmq{ the lund, faction’ ﬁ
nee ize riche stemed Lo be the order of the day. "Th

&hu died away, and that state

- is gonej party fends and anime

hsided ; the dark and lwﬂi
| : - jealousy “and. tram ridé’ is
be preserved from all corruption and decay; |gone; and peace, with &ll'her kindred sis-
for, paraphrasing'uponthe beautiful language | ters, have returned—quiatness and friend-
of the bible, we can emphatically say, they (ship have resumed their lost seais—refison
worked out their political salvation through

judgment and reflection are again exeérci.
fear and trembling. Our statesmen boldly {sing their benign and wholesome sway over -
proclaimed it in the halls of our legislatures.

thé minds and hearts of the community,—
Then, indeed, men stood at the helm whe | Fellow-citizens, the past stands as tlnt
regarded not their lives so dear as liberty..

light to warn us of approaching | re
In the midst of threatening danger the |take warning from it, and let not political as-
strong, clear voice of a Patrick Henry sound-

pirants ever raise again that flame of spiri
ed the tocsin of Liberty, and though shouts |and coniention that now sleeps in calmness,
of treason greeted his ear, his daring soul

and, in the midst of pulitical contest, let
faltered not nor quailed in the hour of dan- [reason and sterling virtue sit. enthroned in
ger. Many more like he, stood with him {their wonted majesty, and let the as
side by side in that hour of trial, and al-

of parig.be moderated snd calmed with the
though hunted like wild beasts of the forest,
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reflection that the intelligence'and virtue of
and evena price set upon their heads, and |the nation will never elect to the chief ma-
death staring threm full in the face, and pun- [gistracy any man who has not preved to the
ishment unalloyed with one drop of mercy |world by hisactions that he deserves'it, who

if they failed in their attempt; yet all this | has not dqnﬁl(}ountry'gooaleniM‘ﬁthar :
failed to.move one muscle of" their body |in thecabinet or'in the field—and, bear in
with fear—fear was an emotion that never | mind, that othersrequally free with yoursalf .
found its way to their hearts—not one hand should be permitted the uminterrupted en-
that signed the immortal Declaration of In- {Joyment of their-rights and privilegés. - .
dependence trembled while it recorded the | .Taking advantage of some occasions, our
undying name to that andving instrument— | €nemies hf'ﬂ',?nhﬂllmliﬂgly predicted that
not one single strain of soul-stirring elo- | this republic will share the same fate with
lquence ceased to fall upon the listening rar.|Greece and Rome; that the palladinm of
No! all, all were too deeply engaged in.the | liberty wonld be stolen from her holy t%:
hallowed purpose of their country,s libera-|ple; and:that America would only bel

tion. Then, who that loves his covrntry,/mnembered in some tragic tale,or in‘the
does not feel his soul swell with gratitade | poet’s song; thal the days of her glory will

10 his God and veneration for the departed | be as though they never had been, and

spirils of our patriotic heroes who had the |fair name destined only to live with the

soul to dare, and the bravery to encounter | things which are to be fargotten. But on
every obstacle ghat rose mountain high 10| What do they found their hope? is it'on oug
oppose their onward course. But theirmotto | ¥ictorious armies, and our conquering fleets?
was onward, though they were the mockl‘s it on the }lda of wedlth that is pourin

and sport of a sneering and vaunting enemy ; | 18to our nation, and enrihing our citizens
onward! though the onlyumusic that greet- |18 it on our commerce that floats thr
ed them was the martial mpsic of the drim | everyocean, bay and streamlet? If not, op
and fife, as they briskly played Yankee Doo- | What do base such a prediction? Judg-
dle; onward! with a firm reliance on the [ing of the fature from the pust, | :’ﬁ&_ -
the justngss of their eause; omward! un- |po reason.awhy this country should fallf till'
der We gunidance of Washkington and Hea- time.shall end,and should notbe & p
ven, keeping always in view the golden ion

and griumphant refulation of the assestion :
that the people are incapable of self-govern-

ment. P e N -
Should a foreign foe ifivade our territory,
even:amid the high of ‘spirit; every l
murmur would bga mﬂ,!: ? beart
united, and every energy directed to the ex-
mit the spirit of party to so far subvert and | pulsion of the commonenemy ~ Well aware
overthrow our patriotism, as to cause any |that dissension has, f@iSome slight extent,
one to raise the paricidal band against this |existed between the North and the South,

blood bought and blood-cemented union?— |they have seized the occasion, and vaj
Shall sectional jealousies spring np and so |'fied to influence one section againstBno-
circumscribe and narrow our feelings, that | ther; and we are even threatened again by’
our love of counlry cannot embrace the England withan army, ‘Well! we are pre-
whole of this Republic? | pared for ll?e?,_ thou proud boaster of and-
Fellow-countrymen—Let no seeds of dis- | ¥ersal domrpmn.! we fearnot thy mercenary
union, or dismemberment, be planted in such hordes of pilfeging plq_nd'erem; we fear npt
a vineyard as this; let no artifice, however thy marauding ba‘unﬂilll,coll_ecta@ from e '
alluring it may appear, entice away or alien |Pe!ty. German prince, or bought from every
ate your affection from this Jand of your| l&rtan nabob; we' fear not'thy train-band
birth or'adoption. View with abhorrence soldiers, or thy victorious "1‘58’“’5‘!! - Welt
any attempt on the part of any individual [Meet ye en the burning field—we’ll meet
to impair your confidence, or shake your re- [Y€ With the bristling steel—and fot the fall’
liance in the firmness and strengih of this of every Warren, we'll gt least ‘cluim the
Union. Let every effort be 16 ward off any (8Word of a P"m"ﬂ“"; and for every Bran- -
ill-timed or fatal aim that may be made dywine, we'll pay you back a Yorkown.—
against its prosperity; aim in all things to But it is Impossible for Americans ever to
preserve unbrokea the golden chain of affec- | Yield the palm of-victory in their own cotn-
tion that binds each part together—that |!fy- Thel.!"-ihowlgd_go of the country, of
unites différent independent Statesto one |1'8 mountains, its' valleys, and its Toces's,
genaral.gorerm:en}—for, one link being g;m a::::tz;m?owmm&mua
ighty fabri ' k " : ~gwe ~
Sroken,, (0 Tighty febitc: MusLEGAE Wiee and above all, their union and ee f n
gives them security agsinst the oo
wers of Europe. But Americans casinot
yield or flee—oh! impomible!  The pris
w‘r&c‘einsd'wutwf dt-=and ne
: | freedom which we received it
arg party [ 5 P bk pit
spirit has ran alarmingly n%&rﬁ our futhers have we’to presetye, but whe
Each party has looked upin. the other wi

| we look around us even in this assel
aneye of jealousy and evil mdog-;_ the { when we confemplate the i
of disunion and dil

prize they were sure of winning; onward!
until one long, long, loud shout of victory
told the astonished world that the American
jubilee was come. Can it then be possible
that"American freemen will ever forget the |
price of this purchase? Shall we ever pes-
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who shall build again its broken and-disor-
dered fragments? who shall rear again the

bro_kgu_cdiﬁo_e',. and demolished grandeur of
American constilutionsl liberty?
Fellow-citizens, for the Ia
and fe
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