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< v, ity and, Inw to
. w Il ad the fimo
u rowt., Nostepacould have
mm enlenlatad tﬂcg:mmand the
respoot, win the confldénen, rovive the
patriotiem, and #&curo the permanent
and affpctionate allaginnes of the peo-
plvofthe South o the econstitution
and laws of the Tunion than those
whith have boen o firmly taken and
s steadfustly pursnod by the President
~of tho United States.
Effects of Legisiative Exclusion.
o cAnd if that confidenco and loyally
have boon sinco impaired; if' the peo.
lo of tha south are to.day less cordinl
i their alloginnes than they wore im.

o nediately npon tho close of tho war,

we balfeve itis due to the changed
fone of the legislative department of

thia Genaral Government toward thom; |
10 the adtion by which Congress has |

ondonvored to supplant and defeat the
President’s wise and benificlont poliey
of restoration ; to their exclasion from
all partivipation in our common Goy-
ornment; to the withdrawal from them
of rights conferred and guaranteod by
the constitution, and to the evident
purpese of Congress, in the cxervise of
s usurped and unlawful anthority, to
reduee thew from the ravk of free and
oqual members of o Bepublic of States,
with rights and dignities unimpaired,
to the condition of conguered i'l'l'l\'i!l-
ces and o congered people, in allthings
rubordinate and subject to the will of
thefr conquerors; free only to obey
Jaws in making which they are not al.
Towwd to share,
Reprisal Agalnst Oppression
Justified.

Ko lo has over yotexistod whose
loyalty snd faithsueh treatment, long
continued, would not alienanto and im.
pair.  And the ten millions of Ameri-
cunsg who live in the South wonld be
unwortl y citizens of a free country,
dogonerate sona of an heroie ancestry,
nnfit ever 1o become gunrdians of the
rights and fibertiea begquenthed to us
by the fatherd and founders of this
rnpuldiu.il'lhl-y could nccopt, with un.
compluing submissivenéss, the limita.
tions thus songht to be imposed upon
them. Resentment of injustice is al-
ways and evory-whoere cssontial to
frecdom; and the ppirit which prompte
the States and people lately in insmrrec-
tion, but insurgdnt now no longer, to
protest against the imposition of unjust
and degrading conditions, makes them
all the more worth to share in tho gov-
ernmont of o freo commonwonlth, and
givos still irmer assuranco of the fu-
ture power and freedom of the Repub.
lie,

Rebelifon has been Expliated.
For whatover responsibility the Sonth-
ern poople may have incurred in resis-
ting tho authority of the National Goy-
ernment, and in taking up arms for ita
overthrow, they may be held to nnswer,
as individuals, before the judicial “tri-
bunals of the land; and for that
conduct, us socioties and organised
Coymmunities, lhv)' have ﬂlmmly paid the
most fearful penaitics that can  full on
offgnding Statos in tho losses, the suf-
ferings and humilintions of nnsuccess-
ful war. But whatever may boe the |
guilt or the punishment ot the consei-
ous authors of the insurrrection, candor
and common justice demond the con-
cossion that the grent mass of those
who became involved in its responsi-
bility neted upon what they belicved to
be their duty, in defense of what they
had been taught to Lellove their rights
or nuder & complusion, physical and
moral, which they were powerless (o
resist, Nor can it b amiss to romem-
bor that, terrible as have boen the be-
reaveoments and the losses of thus war,
they have fullen exelusivel y upon neith-
or party—that they have tallen, indeed
with far greaterweightupon those with
whom the war began; thatin the death
of relatives and friends, the dispersion
of families, the disruption of social sys-
teme and gocial ties, the overthrow of
governmonts, of law and order, the de-
struction of property aud of forms and
modes and means of indastry, the loss
of politienl, commercinl und moral influ-
enco, in every shape and form which
great calamities can nssume, the States
and peoplo which engaged in the war
against the Government of the United
Btates have suffered tenfold more than
those who remuined in alloginneo to its
constitntion and luwa,

Thowe consideriutions moy not, nn they cor-
tainly do nol, justify the wetion of the peoplo of
the insurgent States; bul uo just or generous
wind will refuse Lo them very eonalderable
woight in determiniogtheline of conduct which
the Governmont of tbe Usnlted Stoses should
purane toward them.

Acceplance of Its Penaliles,

Thoy seeept, if not with slsreity, certainly
withoul sullen resentmont, the dofost and ovor-
throw they havesustaingd, They seknowlmige
and noguieses in the result, ko themeolves and
the conntry, which that defeal Involves, They
no longer elelm for nuy State the right 1o wocedy
from the Union; they no longer assert for uny
Bate au alleginnes pursmaoint te that which is
due o the Goneral Government,  They have
sgcopted the dastrulion of elavery, sbolishod it
by their Btate Constitubions, nud concursid
with the Blates ond peaple of the whole Union
in probibiting jts existence forover upon the
soil or within the jurisdietion of the United
Blaten. Thoy indionte and evinuce thelr purpoie
Just wa fiist ne sany be porsible snd safo, to adapt
thelr domastie laws to the elmngod sondition of
their socioty, end 1o keenre by the Jgw and Ha
tribonals equal and impartiol justioo w all
clasnes of thelr inhabitunts, They admit the
invalidity of all pots of resistancs to the Nation.
ul authority, nod of all debts Inourred in ui-
tompting s overthrow, They syvaw thelr
willingness lo share the burdens sud discharge
all the duties atd obligations which resi] upon
them, br porpmon with other sections of the
Union; and they renaw, through tholr ropre-
wenbitives in this Couventlon, by all their pub-
lla conduct, to overy way aod by the moet
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