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MEANING ¢
CHRISTMAS

BY REV. T. B. GREGORY

UT for its great days, In-
earnating and faxhing forth
the Ideal, humanity would
have no more history than
a flock of sheep.

Such days are the monn-
ments of mental and spiritonl achieve-
ment, the eternal reminders of the
only true progress—the progress that
ennkivs ne to percelve and admire the
moral sublime.

Consplenously radiant among these
gnln days Is the Christmas, standing
ax it does for the nativity of One who,
all theological quibbling aside, wan the
living embodiment of the most bean-
titul and. at the same time, the most
helpful manhood that this world has
ever seen,

The ooe who Is foremost In our
thoughts at this time was pre-eminent-
Iy hopeful. From the harp over
which he swept his hand there eame
oo pessimistic strain, no note of de-
spalr.

He gnve us the gospel. the “Gind
Tidings." To all bhis word was “Be
not &frald.” The Supreme In whose
embraee he ever rested, like the babe
In wother's arms, was supreme love.
Henve that other word of his, which
he was so food of repeating to the
multitude, “Let oot your hearts be
troubled.”

Religion, so-called, 18 responsihle
for a vast amount of mental misery,
It hns crazed many a mind, broken
many & heart, driven countless thou-
mnds Into the throes of despair, but
let it be remembersd that the Benuti-
ful Ove who Is commemorated In the
Christmns senson anuthorized no man,
or combination of men, to speak In
hils name the word of gloom.

He who wusz born In Bethlehem, or
In Nazareth, for It makes no differ-
ence where he first saw the light of
enrth, grew up to be the most uncom-
promising optimist that ever walked
the ways of earth. Wherever he went,
along with him went gladness, and
from his radiant presence despalr fled
as the darkness flees before the rislng
wun.

He was like the wonderful river In
the sea, warming and encouraging all
that he touched. The Gulf Stream of
humanity, he put new life and cour-
age nnd joy Into the cheeriess, sor-
rowing world to which be came.

And he was able to deo this because
he was so glorioosly hopeful, mo
stunchly committted to the bellef in
the best.

Looking up, he saw, Instead of the
“binek, bottomless eyesocket,” the liv-
ing. loving glance of the “Father"”
whose “eternal goodness™ would never
do him lLarm.

Looking ahead, this man saw no
spooks or bogles, no devils or flends
In the way. The path was clear, and
over It hung no dark clouds of impend-
Ing disaster.

If Jewus had written & poem we
muy be sure that It would have been
very simifar to Whittier's:

I know not where his Islands lft

Their tronded palms in alr;

1 omly know | ennnot drift
Bayond his love and care,

And so beside the slient sea
1 wait the “uuffied onr;

Mo harm can come from him to me
On ocean or ¢n ahors,

Now It I# just this sort of spirit
that every one should feel within the
soul at this Christmas time—the spirit
of a brave trustfulness, of a rock-
“bhed eonfidence and hope.

Be not afenld of anything. To be
ifrald Is to be a sham, a eringing
menlul, & nobody ; while to be able to
selleve In the best and to trust that,
yo matter what our evll genlus may
wggest to the contrary, the light
awalts us on ahead, Is to be a hero
and a conqueror, a friend and belper
‘o all mankind,

It 18 well, then, that In obedlance
to old custom we should throw about
the Christmas season the parti-colored
nantle or Joy and wrenthe It with the
eart’s most exurberant gladness,

It wounld be u shame not to be glad,
snd not to try to make everybody
elee gind, on Christmas day!

On Christmas day to be a eynle and |

e ) ~
hn curl the lip of scorn at
the rosy festivities about us, would
be an mnpardonnble erime, the very
ahyss of the mean and contemptible,
It Is a part of the unwritten law of
every healthful heart that when
Christinas comes we are to “put our
hest foot forward,” cast all care to
the winds and be as full of glndness
and good will as an egg Is of meat.
And right here in this unconguer-
able optimism we find the only troe
and genulne Christianity. The one
whose birth the Christmas signalizes
came to replace tears by emlles, sor-
row by happiness, worry by confi-
dence and despalr by the “hope that
maketh not ashamed,” and in his
name I wish you all a “Merry Christ-
mas!"—not merely an abundance of
turkey and plom pudding, but an ex-
tra abundance of “good will to men.,”
with no Inck of the disposition anda
resolve to make everything else as
happy as yourselves,

Now thrice welcome, Christman,
Which brings us good cheer,
Minc'd ples and plum porridge,

Good nle and sirong beer:
With plg, goose and capon,
The best that may be,
Bo well doth tha weather
And our stomachs agres.

Observe how the chimneys
Do smoke all about,

The cooks are providing
For dilaner, no doubt;

Buot those on whose tables
No victuals nppear,

Oh, may they keep Lent
All the rest of the year!

With holly and ivy

o green and so gay,
We deck up our houses
As fresh as the day,
With bays and rosemary,
And lawrel compleat,
And everyone now

is a king In conceit,
- L L] L] L]
But as for curmudgeons

Who will not be free,
1 wish they may die

On the three-lagged tree.

~Poor Hobin's Almuangc for 196,
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Tomorrew's Christmnas,
| Bo off to bed we'll go.
We'll hang our socks upon the shelf

For Father Christmaas, though!
Don't try to keep awnke, my dear,
Hut shut your syes up tight.
If we're awake, he is so shy,
He's wure to take to flight.

Dolly, dear,

Love of God and One’s Neighbor

Omr every principle and foundation
ts in the love of God apd onr nelghbor
glone; all onr other activities nre In-
strumentys pod bulldings plnced on thi
toundation, ‘Therefore thow
nol, for pleasure o the Instrument or
the hullding, desert the principal foun-
datlon n the honor of God wud
Jove of aur neighbor. Work., then, in
that ekl where thou seest that Gl
ealls thee to work ; and do not get dis

dwnldse

tressed or anxious in mind over what
I hinve sald to thee,
fully. Fear nnd serve God, with no
regard to thyself; and then do
for what people say, exe
mve compassion on them—3St Cath-

| erine of Sienn:

kit endure mnn-

nint

cnre epr to

Typographieailly Puc
The Inborer Towl warihy
higher.—Doston Heruld.

RE'S gladness fo
every one —open

your hearts to it

all year round —don't
keep them closed until
ou are shamed into pry-
mg them open with a
jimmy on Christmas —
make every day a Christ-
mas Day-—get rid of
your grouch— throw it
overboard and don’t
throw out a lifeline if it
cries to be saved—let it
drown—it will do the

Celebrations

HE original “haleyon days”

were at Christmas, and were

so-called becnuse the haleyon,

an ancient name for the king-
fisher, was said to build Itz nest upon
the waters at this time of year. It was
genernlly supposed that this bird,
through the influence of the holy sen-
son, had the power to still the waves
and winds, so that the weather wus
penceful and ealm, and enabled the
halcyon to lay her eggs in her floating
nest and brood upon them with perfect
snfety.

In olden times it was believed that
all nature testified tn various ways to
a recognition the great event com-
memorated in the celebration of Christ-
mas. The winds and seas, as well as
the animnls and plants and all other
living things, gave evidence of knowl-
edge of the approaching glorious anni-
versary and becaume bmbued with the
prevalent spirit of adoration, joy and
pence.

Tradition tells us that at the mo-
ment of the Savior's birth a universal
pence reigned throughout the earth,
that a deep silence rested upon the
world, the birds stopped in their flight
the cattle ceased to feed, men became
motioniess with sudden awe in the
midst of their labors, and the stars
glittered with added luster. From this
tradition came the superstitions of the
middle ages relating to the miraculous
phenomena supposed to occur annu-
‘ally at Christmas, many of which stili
survive.

Bells, too, have their legends. In s
village near Raleigh, In Nottingham-
shire, England, there Is now a valley
where once there was a plcturesque
and prosperous village, but an earth-
quake swallowed It up; yet every
Christmas since, the bells of the bur
led church are heard chiming,

Similar tales are told of Preston, it
Lancashire, and Been, In the Nether-
lands. This latter city was famed for
its benruty and magunificence, and alsc
for the gins and avarice of its inhabl-
tants. On the anniversary of his birth,
the Saviour came as a beggar and went
from door to door; but, although
Christmas festivities were being kept
up, nobody would give him alms. BSin
was abundant on all sides, but there
were no Christmas goodwill and char
ity, and he called to the sea and I
came and completely covered the un-
holy city of Been. But at Christmas
time even now comes the joyous pesnl
ing of bells from under the water.

SIMPLE WANTS
My wants are few and simple,
I'm not a grusping man;
I ask of Banta kindly
To do just what he can.
In prompting gifta for Christmas
My wishes are but few;

in fact my thoughts are modest,
My needs ars very fow.

My friends, I would not tax them
But ‘twould not be a jar
1f they'd declde to give me
A brand new motor car,
And as a change most pleasant,
When packed snow fills the way,
1'd not think of refusing
A new and natty sleigh.

A furlined coat, I'd take It
Without n fuss or stir,

And of clgnrs some boxes
At fifty or so per.

A few more such Hke presents
I'd take without ado,

For, ax 1 just have mentioned,
My wants are plain and few.

of his |

IT PAYE TO
BELIEVE.
Do your chil-
dren still belleva
in Santa Claus?
Wall, If
they

plomatie
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don’t
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Making -
Merry With
Others

By ELEDA LEDMAN

GOOD THINGS FOR CHRISTMAS.

When the north wind taps at my case-
ment,
And the flelds are bare and brown,
When out from the sullen leaden sky,
Stray snow flakes flutter down.
What care I then for the shadows,
That the rosds are deep In mirs!
I'va a comrade true in my home to-
nlght,
*Tis the light of my open fire.
—aAlix Thorn.

The following enkes and cookles are
too good to last. Christmas would
not be Christmas
without plenty of
cnkos, It is &
wige plan to do
some of the
Christmas baking
in sadvance, aS
many cakes and
cookies are bet-
ter when a few days old.

White House Pound Cake—This is
a favorite of President Wilson's, Chop
the peel of one lemon nnd work it into
2 pound of butter until the latter is
very creamy; add a pound of sugar,
and continue beating for ten minutes.
Blend with this the yolks of nine eggs
and the juice of five lemons, beating
for another ten minutes. Add fo this
mixtare a quarter of a pound each
of stoned raisins, currants, ehoppod
cherries, seedless ralsins, and mixed
peel ecut Into shreds; then fold In
graodually the whites of the eggs, &
pound of wheat flour, a quarter of a
pound of rice flour and an ounce of
baking powder. Put into a greased
and papered tin and bake in a slow
oven nearly three hours.

Honey Doughnuts—The doughnut
erock must be well filled at holiday
time. Doughnuts made of honey nay
be cooked In sdvance of Christmas,
and will keep soft, which the sugar
ones will not do. Take rwo eggs, one
and one-half cupfuls of honey, one rup-
ful of sour milk, three tablespoonfuls
of melted shortening, one reaspoonful
of soda, three cupfuls of flour sifted
with two teaspoonfuls of cream of *ar-
tar; add a little salt. Roll as soft as
possible and fry fn hot fat.

Spice Cookles—Cream one-third of
a cupful of butter and add half a cup-
ful of sugar, one cupful of molasses
In which has been dissolved one tea-
spoonful of soda. Then add three and
n half enpfuls of flour, cinnamon,
cloves and nutmeg to taste and from
a hzaif to a whole cupful of currants
and chopped ralsins, A few chopped
nuts are an lmprovement. When well
mixed, drop by spoonfuls on buttered
tins and sprinkle with sugar.

A plain white cooky recype may be
divided and a part used with spice ond
frult, with another part corored with
melted chocolnte, and one part left
nlain, making a variety of ¢akes from
one recipe.

TASTY DISHES.

Thrift is steady earning, wise spend-
Ing, sane saving, careful Iinvesting,
and the avoldance of waste,

“Be what ye Is, not what ye aln't,
becnuse if ye ls what ye ain’t, ye ain't
what ye is."

To make the common haked apple,
delicious as it s, still thore attractive,
use the following idea:
Select good medium sized
greenings, wash and
core. Fill the center with
red cinnamon candles or
use part sugar and part
cinnamon drops. DBuake
until the apples crack
open. Baste the center
with the red sirup which
forms In the bottom of the pan.

Deviled Tomatoes—Cut in thick
slices four to gix tomatoes, dredge with
flour, and saute In hot butter. Serve
with one tablespoonful of the following
mixture on each: Cream together one
tablespoonful of butter, one teaspoon-
ful of sugar, two of dry mustard, a
dash of salt, a sprinkle of cayenne and
the yolk of a hard-cooked egg. Add
to this two tablespoonfuls each of
chopped green pepper, parsley and
onlon. Molsten with a tablespoonful
or less of vinegar; heat in the pan and
serve on the tomatoes.

Flemish Carrots—Canned snmmer
carrots may be used for this dish, or
if those are not at hand, use the win-
ter vegetable. If the carrots have
not been previously cooked, cut in
narrow strips and cook In a little wa-
ter untll tender. For a pint of carrots,
melt one tablespoonful of butter, add
four tablespoonfuls of finely chopped
onion and half a teaspoonful of sugar.
Cover and let cook very slowly on an
asbestos mat, until slightly brown;
add one eupful of beef stock, and sim-
mer untll the onlon Is tender; add the
carrots and let stand over hot water
20 minutes or longer. Sprinkle with
finely minced parsley just before serv-
ing.

Raised Potato Cakes.—Mix one »int
off mashed potatoes with a pint of
flour, sifted with half a teaspoonfnl of
salt. Add milk enough to make a bat-
ter like griddle ecakes, then add two
tablespoonfuls of melted butter. Blend
one-half yeast eake with two table-
spoonfuls of water and one-quarter of
un teaspoonful of soda; beat this into
the batter. Let rise untfl light and
full of bubbles, then bake In greased
muflin rings, Serve covered with gravy
with a roast or fricasseed chicken,

COOKERY FOR THE CONVALES-
CENT,

Economy and variety may perfectly
well go together—the hLetter the cook,
the greater the economy. Economy
meuns gelting full value for the ex-
penditure, whether It ls money or time.

In the majority of homes the care
of the sick falls upon the people In
the home ns one
cannot always get
A nurse or pay

for one.

The greatest
cure should be
taken in the se-
lectlon and care
of food for the

slek. The first requisite is clennliness.
The patient shiould have as much of
8 variety as possible, ns those who

are Hl have poor appetites and tire of [

fameness In food much sconer than
those who arewell.

The physician’s orders shounld al-
ways be followed and no new food
should be introduced without first in-
quiringz as to wisdom of the change.

Those recovering from fever have
an abnormal appetite which cannot be
satisfied with safety. Muany have lost
their lives by belng allowed some food
which was eraved, but which the pa-
tient could not digest.

The liguid diet may be varied In
such 8 manner that it never becomes
monotonous, In beginning a more
solld diet eare should be taken to have
the change very gradusl.

Chicken Panada.—Remove the skin
and every particle of fat from the
breast of a chicken, If the fowl is a
large one half of the breast will be
sufficlent. Place in a saucepan with
enough water to cover and simmer
slowly for two hours, or until the mear
is very tender. Take it from the broth
and cut it into small pleces, then press
through a sleve, using n large spoon.
Add the broth to the chicken, season
to taste with a bit of salt. Add four
tahlespoonfuls of cream and bring to
the bolling point. Serve In a pretty
bowl with erisp bits of toast cut in
fancy shapes,

Meat Pate.—Scrape with a small tin
spoon a plece of beef cut from the
round. This removes the tender ment
fibers and leaves the connecting tissue
which is tough and hard to digest.
Press the scraped beef Into a flat cake
and broil in a smoking hot pan or toast
on & fork over coals. Season it to
taste before making it up into balls.
Serve on triangles of toast garnished
with parsley.

DAINTY DISHES FOR OCCASIONS.

To save money by going without ne-
cessities |s bad economy, but to waste
anything lessens your wealth, the
waoalth of your country and the wealth
of the world.—Amerlcan Cookery.

The following dishes are llke *“leis-

ure, & splendid garment, but not fit

for constant

wear.” :

Chicken FI1-

lets—Remove the

fillets  carefully

from the breast

of the Tfowl,

sprinkie with

= salt, pepper and

a dash of cayenne. Dip in olive oll,

and cook in & hot psn until delicate-

1y brown. Add to the pan one cup-

ful of equal parts of eream and white

stock. When hot thicken with two ta-

blespoonfuls of flour rubbefl to a paste

with an equal guantity of cream or

olive oll. Stir until the sauce bolls,

then add onehalf cupful of thinly
sliced almonds.

Currant Jelly Sauce for Game.—
Slice one onion and cook In three ta-
blespoonfuls of butter until jost
brown. Add two tablespoonfuls of
flour, one bay leaf and a sprig of cel-
ery: stir until smooth. Add one pint
of good-seasoned sinck, simmer 20
minutes, strain, skim off the fat, add
one-half cupful of currant Jelly and
stir over fire until melted.

Sweetbreads With Orange Sauce.—
Cover sweetbreads with ice water,
with a tablespoonful of vinegar added.
Let stand one hour. Parboll 20 min-
utes. Cut in cubes or slices and
brown In a buttered saucepan. Serve
with the following gauce: One cup
ful of brown stock, thickened with two
tablespoonfuls of flour mixed with two
tablespoonfuls of bubbling hot butter.
Add to this one-half tablespoonful of
fine shredded yellow rind, one table
spoonful of orange julce, and one ta-
blespoonful of orange marmalade. Let
all cook together until bolllng, *hen
pour over the sweetbreads.

Browned Chestnuts.—Use the large
Itallan chestnuts, With a sharp knife
make two Inclsions at right angles to
each other through the shell on one
slde of ench nut. Cover with bolling
water and let cook for half an hour.
Drain, and keep hot while removing
the shell and thin inner skin. Cook
In a little hot fat until nicely browned.
Turn often, draln and sprinkle lightly
with salt. .

String Beans.—Draln a can of string
beans and season with chopped bacon
and the hot fat, also a dash of vine
gar and chopped onlon, with salt and
pepper to tuste. Serve hot.

Nerie Maguer2

WORLD'S SMALLEST VIOLIN.

Perfect in every detail, and so small
it will lle within a space covered by
two half crowns lald side by side,
London now boasts of having the
smallest fiddie In the world. It was
made by the well-know viollnist, B.
Vandermenlen, and Is exquisitely con-
structed as to seale. The exact mens-
ngrements are: Violin body, 1 11-16
inches: violln, over all, 2% Inches;
| bow, 3 916 Inches.— Philadelphia
Rtecord.

Did She Mean Just That?

“T want you to forget that I told
youn 1 didn't mean what I sald ahout
not tnking back my refusal to change
my mind., IPve been thinking It over,
ind I've deelded that I wag wrong In
the first place.™
ecally that, do you, Dolly?"—
London Mn
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THE DESERT’S SILENCE,

No quality of patore is more abso-
lutely fulfilled than the desert’s sllence,
Even the sea, with all her mystery,
falls to keep her secrets as the sift-
ing, sifting sands. And with the cool

of the desert nights the heavens are

uncovered as nowhere else, The won-
derful desert night, when the hot sands
turn cool and the heavens are revealed
in their perfect glory and rest, the per-
fect rest of that eternal quiet which
succors the soul.—R, 8, Carroll

What She Was Making Up.

Virginia had been out the night be-
fore, and looked tired, so mother sug-
gested she stay in. When John came
down from her room mother sald:
“Well, Is sister muking up her mind
to ®tay In¥" He replied: “Nope, She's
makin' up her face to go out.”

Emctions of the Inanimate,
Ady

slightly

ertisement—"Clearauce sale of
m ' We don"
ow why the planos should be scared
! at the prospect of be
Poston Transeript.
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18§ HOLLISTER
glanced up from her
paper. “That's preity
good advice,” ghe mur-
mured as she read the
words ouce again.
“*“The custom of for-
getting oneself and
making merry with oth-
ers and for others is a
wise and wholesome
one.!” I believe I'll
stroll along the streets
to see if I ean't find someone equally
lonely.™

Suiting the action to the words, Miss
Hollister donned her coat and left the |
heuse, ealling to the. maid,.“Probably |
I'll bring home some guests for din-
ner.”

Looking along the street for some-
one to share her loneliness she spled |
a young girl walking listlessly along, |
apparently without any destination, as |
if she had missed altogether the Joy-
ous meaning of the holiday,

“Merry Christmas,"” she said putting
her hand forward. The girl pansed a |
second, and thep repeated, *“Merry
Christmas” adding, “It may be merry |
for you but not for me.”

“Why are you so lonely on such n I
glorious day?' =said Miss Hollister,
“the air just seems to tingle with
radiant light.”

“It seems strange to tell
troubles to a strunger, but I
home becauge I thought 1 could sing,
and T have been unsuccessful in my
attempt, andg I am too prowd to let
the folks know. When I think of the
tree at home—the turkey dinner, and
only myself missing, T just can't bear |
i, Her big blue eyes filled with
tears,

“Cheer up, girlie! No one ean en-
joy a Christmas day alone. You ecan
only have a merry Christmas if others
share it with you. Let's celebrate to-
gether. 1 have a dinner already pre-
pared, but no guests.

“Let's find one or two others equal-
Iy lonely, and maybe we can all get
together and have a good time. May-
be we have something In common. I
left home years ago because T thought
I could write something worth while,
But the only real human interest is
not In books and magazines, but all
around us.”

“But,"” questioned the girl, “can yon
go up to strangers just like that?" with
a wave of the hand,

“Hardly. One must be moved hy
the Christinas spirit. Look at that
man over there, staring at that doll
in the window.”

The man furned at the sound of
her volce and ssked: “Pardon me, do

one’s

left |

“No, I'm not ; I'm Miss Hollister, and
this is Miss—"

“Alken,” interrupted the girl.

“Why, my partner's name Is Alken,

|and T was on my way to join him ai

"

his mother's house,

“Youn mean, Thomas Aiken?"

“Sure enough!™

“Oh, he is my brother.”

“Well, T decinre! Then surely |
must buy that doll for your sisier,
Doesn’t it look like her?”

“I navent any little sister. That
must have been my picture when I was
a little girl."

“lI don't understand. why you uare
here, Miss Alken, but you are going to
take the pext train with me to your
mother's home. You have lost that
‘haby-doll" expression. How strange
that the little picture girl and you
should be the same. Why, one of the
inducements that Jack offered me was
that his sister wonld be home for
Christmas, I'll run In and buy that
doll, and then we will proceed to Miss
Hollister's.”

As they entered Miss Hollister's
apartment, they uttered a cry of sur-
prise, for standing in the middle of
the room was a child.

“Why, here's just the one we are
looking for. Here'sa beautiful doll for

“John!” She Added in Great Astonish-
ment.

you! Look, little one!” sald Miss Hol-
lister.

“Boys don't want dolls,” cried the
tot; “they want soldiers and guns, and
steam cars, and"—

“But why are you dressed like a lit
tle girl?"

“Because my father don’t know any
better. He left me home all alone on
Christmas, so I just came In here—the
turkey smelled so good.” -

Suddenly a voice was heard, full of
anxlety, asking: “Is my boy here?

“Yes,” said Miss Hollister; “coms
right in.,"

“John!” she added In great aston
ishment.

“Yes, Mary,” sald the man; “to think
1 have found you after all these years
My wife died last year, and this Is all
1 have,” he sald, pointing to the boy
“Mary, 18 it too late for you to take
both of us for a Christmas present?”

“How wonderful! This Christmas
was so lonely, and now it is so full of
happiness, I had alwayz hoped for a
chance to explaln everything, but when
I heard you were married, I thonght
there was no chance.”

“Come! Let's all go in to dinner
and talk it over.”

»Yes," sald Mr. Merton, “T was just
telling Miss Aiken that when we know
each other better, maybe I will give
John's sister something better than s
doll.,”

“Take it from me, Miss Aiken,” said
Alr. Merion, “the best is yet to be, and
Christmas bells as well as wedding
bells, may ring out the same merry
tune for all of us.”

“Tp He able to slog or write may be
all right, Miss Alken, but I think tc
write the words ‘wife’ or ‘mother” after
one's name s more Important thao

= |wr1t1ng the best sellers ever written,"

“Do You Know Any Little Girl Who
Would Just Like tb Have a Doll?”

yon know any little girl who would
Lust love to have a doll? There must
e hundreds of littie girls just aching
for one. That doll is the counterpart
of a pleture my partner has on his of-
fice desk—dark curls, blue eyes and
all. That plcture has been a mascot
to me, and I would love to buy the
doll. But I missed my train, and I
am not acquainted In the elty. Talk
about a bachelor being lonely at
Christmas! Why, Christmas in a big
elty nlone—never, never again for me.”

Miss Hollister's face beamed with
pleasure. “You are just the person we
want, We will form a triple alliance
of ‘has-been’ lonelles, You just come
along to my place, it's only around the
corner, and share my Christmas din-
ner, Christmas is really the children's
day, so let's just pretend we are chil-
dren again and don't need any intro-
duction, just ‘come-on over."

“My name is Merton, and I think youn
must be Mrs. Santa Claus.”

added Miss Hollister.

Surprise in Store for Santa.

Jack—We've put the chest of draw-
ers In front of the fireplace.

Harold—Yes.

Jack—You tied the string to the
handle of the door?

Harold—Yes; and I tied the other
end of the string to the water-jug.

Jack—Then we ought to find out the
real facts about Santa Claus.

New and Old Books.

In sclence, read, by preference, the
newest works; In literature, the old-
est., The classic literature is always
modern. New books revive and re
decorate old ideas; old books suggest
and invigorate new Ideas.—Bulwer
Lytton. -

Face the Truth,

As courage and intelligence are the
two qualities best worth a good man's
cultivation, so it is the first part of
intelligence to recognize our precari-
ous estate in life, and the first part
of courage to be not at all abashed
before the fact.—Stevenson.

A New York couple recently re-

pelved a barrel of fine apples from a
relative up in the fruit counfry and
were puzzled for s while, not only as
to where to put such a bulky package
in the narrow confines of a four-room
apartment, but also as to how to keep
the fruit from spoiling in the steam-
heated temperature. As there are
only two In the family, it seemed as
though they were sure to have some
spoiled apples on hand before long.

“Might give them away for Christ-
1as,” suggested the head of the
onse,

“That wouldn't do at .all,” said the
sAfe. “But T'H tell you what we will
lo. You know, there's a lot of people

SOWING THE CHRISTMAS SEED

How the Problem of Storing a Barrel
of Apples in a Small New York
Apartment Was Solved.

we know who won't think to send u:
any presents this year unless we bring
the mnatter to their attention in som:
way. Now, if I send every one of m}
friends a nice basket of apples thi:
week theyll all remember our exist
ence and we'll get something from al
most every one. I'll just do it.”

And she did. Now they are looking
forward to Christmas with much mor
curiosity and eagerness than usual
and have enough apples left to last as
long as they are likely to keep,

Ancient Bell.

The rectory of the village of East
Haddam, in Connecticut, houses a ver
ancient bell, bearing the date A. D
S03. It is belleved that this bell onc

| belonged to & monastery In Spain

having been brought to the Uniter
States In some ship, as ballast.

Lame §i_ckness

An finvestigation of the South Af-
riean disense known as lnmzlekte, or
lnme sickness, suggests that it is doe
to a special plant poison that is gen

erpted under abnormal eonditions In

grasses or other plunts that not-
mally harmless. Its development seens
o he associated with unusnal wenther
wid  s0ll experiences of which sum
ner drought is lmpertant. Throng!
suich conditions, wilting would favor

| the

the formation of the poison, and thi
explninsg the common belief that th
disense results from eating wiltes
plants,

Simple Diet.

"he late pope is sald to have lves
on a very simple diet, as simple a
that of the poorest tradesman, b
morning he drank 8 cuopful o
coffee, at noon he took a lttle som
and meat and for supper vegetuble
and meat. 1is favorite food was th:

 Itallan untional dish, polenta.

Standard cold remedy for 20 yeard
—in tablet form—zafe, sure, Do
opistes—breaks up a cold in 24
hours—relieves grip in 3
Money back if it fails,
genuine box has a_Red
top with Mr, Hill's
picture,

At All Dreg Stoves

THE “BLUES”

Acid-Stomach

Milllons of people who worry, are despon=
dent, have spells of menth: depression, feel
blue and are often melantholy, belleve that
these conditions are dus to oul=lde Influsnces
over which they have little or no control
Nearly always, howevsr, they can be iraced
to an Internal source—acld-stomach, Nor is
it to be wondersed at. Acid-stomach, begin-
ning with =uch well definsd symptoms as in-
dizestion, belching, baartborn, bloat, eto,
will, if not checked, In Lime affect to soms
degree or other all the wvital organe. The
nervous aystermn béecomes deranged. Digestion
suffers. The blood Is impoverinhad, Health
and strength are undermined. Tha victim of
neid-stomach, although he may not know
the cause of hisn allments, fecls his hope,
ecourage, ambition and energy siipping. And
truly life is dark—not worth much to the
man or woman who has acld-stomach?

Get rid of it! Don't let acid-stomnch hoM
you back, wreck your hoaith, make your
days misarable, make you a victim of the
“‘blues” and gloomy thoughts! There Is
marvelous modarn remedy called BATONI
that brings, oh! such quick rellef from voup
stomech miseries—sets your ntomach to rights
—makes It strong, cool, sweet and comfort-
able. Helps you get back your strength,
vitality, snthuslasm and good cheer. So
many thousands ypon thousands of sufferers
have used HATONIC witk such
helpful results that we are sure
feal the same way If you will just give it &
trial. Gnot a blg 50 cent box BATONIC—
the good testing tablets thst you sat liks
bit of candy—{from your druggist todey. Hae
will return your money if results are not
even more than you expsect.

you will

\h—h you
Pills. Your mouth is 2 pood indication
of the condition of stomach and bowels,

BEECHAM'S
"= PILLS

10c, 252,
Largest Selo of Any Medicine in the Weeid

FRECKLES EEiEEnes
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FELT NO DESIRE TO TRAVEL

Newly Elected President of Big New
York Corporation Paid No At
tention to Precedents.

Frank Hedley, newly elected presi-
lent of the Interborough Rapld Trans-
it company, told a recent gathering
of reporters summoned to his office
for a first Interview that they wonld
find the Interborough's new head *“the
same kind of rabbit” that he was as a
switchman years ago. ' He also made
it plain that he hoped to keep a firm
grip on his sense of humor.

‘“When do you leave for Hot
Springs?” asked a facetious reporter
ft the close of the interview.

“Hot Springs? What do you mean?"
Inquired Hedley.

He was told that it was almost an
invarigble rule for all men upon being
chosen to high office to pack up and go
away to Hot Springs or some other
nice resort,

“Well,” replied Hedley, “you ean
count me out. This piace is hot enough
for me."—New York Evening Post.

NEVER MISSED AN “ARTERY™

Visitor to Los Angeles Evidently Was
Nothing if Not Sophisticatad to
Highest Degree.

It is part of the job of Manager Si-
hald of the Alex. to be a walking
ruide book, Many of his patrons rely
m him to map out their daily sight-
seeing program and thus it cawme about
hat two young women from Kansas
ity buttonholed him one morning and
isked what they should do next,

“We've seen the movie studios,
we've been to Vernon, we've seen the
range groves; in fact, we've seen
ibout everything, T guess,” sald one.

“Are you interested in art?" asked
sihald,

“Sure,” breezed the other. “Any
sime 1 find a city with an artery 1 al-
vays like to blow In for a few min-
ntes"—Los Angeles Times.

Indigestion produces disagreeable and
sometimes alarming symploms. Wright's
indlan Vegetable Pllls stimulate the diges-
ve processes to function paturally. Adw.

Christian Era.

The Christian era was not adopted
as a means of reckoning time until
several centuries after Christ's time.
Ain error was made in the réckoning
hen and it is now agreed that tha
[me assigned for the birth of Christ
vas at least four yenrs out of tha
vay; that is, according to the accepi-
vl reckoning Jesus was born in the
ear 4 B, C,
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