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CHAPTER I X—Centinued.
T -

iy this time I had my senses fully
recovered. 1 ran to the nenrest wib-
dow aund wus just In time to see¢ two
figures, one In white, the other lndis-
tinet, ut the far edge of the lawn, run-
ning. They ran Into the woods, and
while T stood at the window, trying
with palnful consclonsness of stupldity
and ineptitude to declde upon a course
of nction, I heard an sutomoblle en-
gine start In the lane beyond the
wonla

Out of a stupor, in which I watched
the two strange figures go from the
moonlight on the lawn into the dark
of the onk grove, I wus aroused—pos-
#ibly by the sound of the engine of the
automoblle—with a course of action
SURResTe],

It came of foars long entertained,
Bow present with a threat of lmminent
consequence, I run for the stalrs,
fashing the light, up the stalrs and to
Jod's room.

His door was open.
this wing wad not wired for electriclty.
I turned my light nbout the room, saw
that the fenr which bad caused me to

patrol the bouse was renllzed and then | her room.
hunted for the lamp, which 1 found | touched.

and lighted.

Jed's room wns in the dizorder In
which a hard-working housebrenker,
Intent on findieg Jewels he knew the
room contulned, might have left It It
seeimed almost ripped to pleces, |

On a table was a smnll penri-inlaid
ebony box, The lid was open ; the box |
WhRE ampty, :

Ax 1 stood In the midst of the dis- |
array of the room, with the empty box
the maost significant thing in it. the
marvelgus snreality of Hartley house,
n smiling dread, seemed to have visible
token. \

The empty box, I thought, had con- |
talned the manuseript which recorded
AMr. Sidney's secret, The flash of white |
which 1 had seen In the hall Indlcated
the wmethod by which it had disap-
peared. The two figures crossing the
Iawn In the moonlight were further
indication. There was the sound of
the aatomobile engine. I had a sore
spot on my head, The manuseript, I
knew—aor hélleved—had been in the
box which stood with significant emp-
tiness In the midst of the disordered
room of Jed, who had been kidnaped.
If my surmises were correct. Mr. Sid-
ney's secret, upon which I knew the
happiness of the family dopended, was |
In the hands of men designing to make
use of It

Jed, being a major-domo about the
place, had In his room a telephone con-
pacting with the varlons servants'
quarters, I used It to arouse the chauf-
feur, It took five winutes of ringing
his bell to awaken him; when he re-
wponded, I told him that the house had
been robbed by a man and a woman
dressed In white, who hnd escaped,
under my sight, through the onk grove
and hnd usesd an automoblle walting
for them on the road beyond the grove,
1 told him to awnken one of the gar-
deners, tuke weapons and go as quick-
Iy an possible south by the best roads,

When this had been done, I called
Mra. Sidney's mald and told her to
awnken Mrs. Sidoey and tell her, if
possible without alarming her, that I
wished to speak to her on an urgent
mntter.

In a few minutes the mald came
back and suld that Mre, Sldney could
sce me, 1 found her In the sitting
room of her sulte.

“It 13 nothing serious, Mrs. Sidney,”
1 sald—"nothing that we need now re-
#gard us serfous; and It does not con-
cern Mr, Sldoey's health. There has
been an Intruder in the houss, More
over, the purpose was to*break into
Jed's room, and Jed's room bhas been
broken into. I got n glimpse of the
person who did It, a woman, I saw a
man and a woman run Into the oak
grove and I heard an automoblle en-
gine start oo the road. 1 have sent a
chauffeur and a gardener In chase, but
they are troveling agninst so great a
winrt that I bave no hope, What 1
fear Is that they have Mr. Bldney's
diary. Do you know where Jed kept
lt?"

“No, doctor,” sald Mrs. Slrinay. It
there had been any chunce of finding It
we should have taken It away from
him, In his absence we have senrched
his room frequently.”

“These people are after the manu-
seript, and they are siutisfied that they
hove 1IL" 1 sald, *1 sam sure of that,
Thete was n small pearbininld box,

pen and empty, In the middle of the
Hoor."

“We never found such a box,” sald
Alrs, Sldney,

“Then it might have been there?

“It might"

“if It was, they have It and we must
get It back,"

“Oh, If we ean, we
holiling

munt I' she cried,
g0 tightly clasped
that the dellente bouses miude a ernck-
ling nolae,

her hands

As T have sald, | ordinarily unr

Mt 1 preferred to have In thelr hands
rather than io the possession of the
pollee.

|  Our detective ngency 1 could trust,

[ but T did not want to communicate
with anyone but McGuire, Yhe superin-
tendent, and there was no need of tele-
phoning him until later In the morn-
Ing.

| The case, as I thought It over, came

to this: The Spaniard and the attor-

ney, by the ald of a confederate, a

woman, had obtained possession of the

diary contuining the secret of Hartley
honse. They would soon be heard
from. They would not dlsappear, We

did not have to pursue them. They

would pursoe us

There was the possibility of dealing
with them by force extra-legally. Any-
thing we did for our protection had to

be done extra-legally. T thought Me-

Gulre could and would attend to that,

and I intended to Instruct him to con-

I_u',-]i-r murder the only process not to
be thought of,

I tried to reconcile my ideas of Mr,
Sidney's charmeter with the facts of
the family's terrible dilemmn, What
I('n\ﬂ-l] a man of =0 jJust and honorable,
| kindly nnd charming a pature—as re-
| yenled In his old age—have done, even
in & hot and passionate youth, which

| he could not face now? What crime
could he have committed which not
ouly constituted a danger to his secur-
ity but remnined a source of satisfac-
tion to him?

For two hours I sat by the teleplione,
expecting momentarily to hear from
the chauffeur who had gone In Jursuit
of the thleves. It was about four

‘n't'lm-k in the morning—there was a
pale suggestion of light In the windows
—when Mrs. Aldrich, the housekeeper,
enme to the office. She was an lnper-
turbable lndy o v hnbit and

but now

she was Jdisn
“Doctor,” Bl

!rmlh!. eannot be Tound
Iler bed

Muost of

|
anld, “Ammes, the new

I. She is not in
has not heen
her belongings and
her sultease are gone, 1 came to you
with this probahly unimportant -do-
ineldent, thinking that—well,
oeCurD of the night might
nnection with this girl.”

1 {hink Agnes probably was In-
volved In the matter,” I sald.

“We have alwayrs =o dreaded to tnke
enld Mrs. Aldrick,

but Agnes came recommended for the
month by a very falthful girl whoe
wanted a month's leave. Hps anything
of grent value been taken ™

*“Nothing of any Intrinsic wvalope
whatever, Mrs, Aldrich. I imagine the
rohbhers were alarmed before they
found any Jewels ar plate.”

“That's n cousolation, lg any event,”
sald the housekeeper: “but we never
shnil be able to take In A new servant
aguin with any ease of mind."

The chnuffeur telephouned as Mrs,
Aldrich went away. The chase in the
pight had been useless, as might be
expected, nnd I told him o return
home.

Mrs. Aldrich
breakfast, and the
ecnme to say that the dogs had been
found In the woods, They had been
fed drugged ment and were slck and
even now barely able to stand.

I was preparing to go to Mr. Sid-
ney's roows when the telephone rang
agnin., It was a call from the village
of Horwleh, forty miles enst, a place
of some repute, or LIl repute, for the
number and character of Its drinking
plances and roadhouses,

The man calllug me sald he was the
constable of the township of Horwich
and asked If he were talking to a per-
gon of responsibility. I assured him
he was. Then he told me that on auto-
moblle accident had occurred two
miles out of Horwlich and that the only
ldentifying mnrks suggested Hartley
house ns a place to make Inquiries,
He asked If 1 could come to Horwich.

I endeavored to question him over
the telephone, but he sald there was

mest]
tha
have some ©

A new servant,”
"

brought me a light

one of mrdeners

man and n woman In o car—man past

the man wns dend, the woman badly
Injured,

“Tll be over as soon as possible” 1
sald. “Plense keep the effects all to-
gether,”

There was no doubt in my mind
that the quavering llttle rascal of a
lawyer with his precise way and timid
but controlling unscrupulousness had
come to the end of his road—nnd at
the very moment when he had sue-
cess Io his hand, There was no rea-
son to doubt that the woman was the
mald Agnes whom I had surprised at
midnight stealing down the stalrs from
Jed's room with Mr, Sidney's diary.

But If we were rid of the timorous,
grasping little attorney, we were In
worse difficulties. With the attorney
and his Spanish eclient, we ot least
knew the manner of denling. It was

I tried to be encournging and econsol-
ing nnd, as a practicil mensure, gave
her a bromide,

CHAPTER X,

Hartley house had n genernl office
where the business of the estate was
handled., It was to one alde of thel
antranee,

I hd promised to he an extraordin-
ury person ln meeting --ﬂr::--rf!mnrr'
but all 1 414 was to go

thie offles and, Hghting the Nghts, sit
there. T wan In the extreme dejection
of 8 wonkling wheén the door u;n_lnl_»ll

‘Irenmstances,

and Isaolwl enme In
"What are yoo dolng
“1'Il ask the

What are vy

up? I asked.
thing of you.
1 and the whole household
Jolng, nw ing T

I told her that housebreakers hnd
hoen surprised at work and bhad es-
e pad

“If you have been distiurbed,”™ 1 sug-
goated, ”]11-|{1-||,[.|:.' your father has, also,
You had hetter go to his room and tell
him that the servants have been flus-
rernd hy a burglar seare, and then you
had heiter go to your mother's room
and stay with her untll things qulet
down "

Thut seemed gound enough adviee,
but ‘when Isobel hud gone 1 was left
wondering agnin what to do next. It
was ont of the question to notify the
puthorities, The thieves had stolen
meuething which, from what I knew of

ENTe

nke and mov

disconecerting—I might nlmost he for-
glven the exaggeration of saying It
wns horrifying—to consalder that the
diary was belng handled by a con-
atable, & sherllf or a coroner or even
by any Idler or resort-keeper In the
villnge of Horwich,

If the automoblle aceldent had dis-

posed of one ingenlouns enemy only ta
equally “nserupu-
lous ones, or to apprise (1 was temptod
to think this was
| ruptihle officer of the condition of
Hartley house—in either cevent, we
wore the worse for the change In clr-
cumstandce,

One of the stablemen knew how to
drive a car, and I asked him to bring
out the automoblle which I nsed when
I went to town. The chauffeur, when
he returned, wounld have been up most

make n hulf-dozen

worse) one ncor-

on him. I might be gone most of the
day. In a half-hour we were away
toward Horwich, 1 never had been

little information he could give, a!

A

? | tnlked. The girl didn't seem to have

eled except by the peopls who llved
along It

Originally the place had a respect
able tavern. It was called the White
Owl. It was stlll respectable, but odd-
ly enough, It was the success of the
White Owl which had attracted the
other places.

I inquired for the constable and was
told that I should likely find Lim at

the White Owl, he being a frequenter
of that place and now having a case |
which needed a great deal of drinking
and talking over.

I went to the White Owl and on en- |
tering the barroom, which really had |
an attractlve rather than a disreputa- |
hle appearance, saw a group of men
about a short., broad, squareshoul-
dered fellow who was talking to the
interest of half a dozen or more fel-
lows,

My entrance made no diversion, and
judging, from what I had been told.
that the squnt, tialkative fellow was
the constahie snd that he was telllng |
the story 1 wanted to know, I decided
to remaln unidentifled. have a bottle
of beer—from the bartender, who
came half-henrtedly from the ocon-
stable’s narration—and thus as an
eavesdropper get what I came to get
in direct conversation. |

I hnd my bottle of heer, and the bar-
tender went back to the group, doml-
nnted by the squat, talkative fellow.

He was not the comle type of con-
stable, He showed Intelligence and
decislon, but evidently he was fond of
n #tory when he had it to tell. He was
sayling:

“T was up Iate because there wans a ‘
bad set at the Half Day, and Bill |
Dafley thought he might have trouble
with them before he got them on thelr |

s

middle age, & young woman in wl.itc:l

1

| thelr table as I could, and pretended

| the clty.

| “Oh, If We Can, We Must!" She Cricd.l

of the night. I did not want to lmpose | yeor dark.—Utien Observer.

over the rond, which ran by old farms | about
| With stooe fences and wes little trav- |awey.

way. About ope o'clock they had n
quarrel, withont anything but rtalk,

e

awine P

QY
OUTS

(Conducted by National Councll of the
Boy Scouts of America.)

—_

WHAT SCOUTS DID IN EUROPE

Never was there another such won-
derful adventure as that of the 301
Boy Scouts of America with thelr 57
adult leaders who represented the
United States at the International
Scout “Jamboree” in England. Aecross

the Atlantic on a United States army |

transport, more than three weeks in
merry England, a week in France, sey-
eral days In Belgium,. and a crulse of
two another transport on
the journey howme, made a trip far be-
yond the Imagination of any of the
boys who made {t

weeks on

Under expert guidance the places
they visited and the things they saw
made this the most educational jour-
ney that could be concelved. The
first camp In England was at Midway
park. where stands the venernble mul-
berry tree under which the American
Declaration of Independence was first
read In Engiand, as was also the Mon-
roe dectrine. Many times during their
stay the scouts were g
and women of [nterna i1l promi-
nence, They were banqueted by thg
chamber of commerce in  London.
They wvisited Crystnl palace, the Brit-
Ish museum, the Tower of
went to Warwick castle,
British monarchs; th
speare’s home at
they attended sery
thedral ; nt much time in West-
minster abhey, nand in fact saw all
there wias to see,

Best of all, at

London ;

1 sited Shale-
Etratford-on-Avon ;
in St. Paul’s Ca-

the jamboree they
wou the highest honor that was
bestowed upon the delegation of any
country. This highest award was
given for the Amd an scouts' scenic
display, represent the history of
scouting from its beginning. graphical-
Iy depicting American Indian life and
demonstrating 11 of the American
scout activitles.

As guests of the French government
they had a wonderful week in that
country. They were oflicially recelved
in Paris. marched in body from the

| Are d'"Triomphe to ‘the Grand Palals

| crowd

| Had My Bottle of Beer,

divided Into two sets and went away
o two cars toward the city. Bill nndl
I split a bottle of beer, and Bill said
he'd be golng himself. It was nearly |
one-thirty then, and I thought I'd walt
up for Number Eleven at two e'clock
and see {f anvone got off.

“Bill gave me the keys and told me
to «hut the place up. I had another |
hottle of beer and was playing soll-
taire on the bar when Number Eleven
stopped. \

“] went to the front door of the bar
and looked over toward the station, A
man hnd got off, and he was hended
townrd the Half Day, which was the
only pince showing a light. I wailted
in the doorway, and when he came
up, I saw he was a foreigner. He had
gold rings In his ears.

“He mwade as If he wanted to come
In. He didn’t speak enough English
for me to make out what he was say-
ing. I let him in, and he went up to
the bar, put down a quarter and point-
ed toward the whisky., I gave him the
bottle, and he pointed to me and
smiled. So I sald I didn't mind if I
did, and we had a drink together. 1
thought I'd like to know what this fel-
low wanted In town, so I didn't sug-
gest It was closing time,

“Then I was surprised to hear a car
coming along. The other fellow seemed
to be expecting it. We both went to
the door. The car stopped at the door,
and o man belped a woman out. He
was a little old shriveled fellow.. She
was young and pretty.

“The old fellow sald something to
my forelgner, and he threw his arms
in the alr, wriggled all over, laughed
and fell on the old fellow and kissed
him. The old boy struggied and
kicked, but the forelgner just plcked
him right up and kissed him on both
cheeks,

“That old boy was mad when he got
loose, *This is unthinkable, he sald.
‘It is beyond expression. You human
plg! Dog of a man—slobbering beast !
Then he stopped speaking English and
sald a lot of things the forelgner un-
derstood, but it didn't make him mad.
His eves just sparkled. He put a dol-
lor on the bar and polnted to the
whisky agaln,

“'Bring our drinks over here,' said
the old boy, polnting to one of the
tables In a far corner of the room.

“They sat down, and the two men

the language. The forelgher was ex-
cited. The old boy kept wiping his
eyeglasses, He wasn't showing as
much nervousness as the forelmmer,
but he was pleased over something,

“I kept behind the bar, as near

to play solitalre and wait for thelr or-
ders, witehing them as much ns pos

le and trying to make ont what
they were talking about. Pretty soon
they wanted pnother round of drinks
When 1 gerved them the old boy want-
ed to know If he could telephone to
He pald me the toll, and I
showed him the teleplione booth and
heard him give his number. It was
River 4000,

“When he got his party, he sald: “Is
that you, 8im? Everything Is all right.
Yes, as expected. Let him go

“That wns all. He went back to the
table, T noticed that he kept tight
hold I the time on a Jeather case.
When they to talking again, the
[ townrd the

atl to get more excited

welgner polnting
nse and |
As neur 11 make out what was
hnppmes as they kept on talki
motien . It was the leather
the foreigner wanted, and the
other man wor 2"t et him have It
(1O BE CONTINUEL,)

r |

g nnd
nok

..lr.ll n

CliSe

|
On the Way, |

The thme seems to be coming when
those who indulge in luxury and show
will be regarded with quite 88 much
gnsplelon und  econtempt as was for-
merly directed toward those who

haounted the doors of clhicken COops

= 2 - |
To a person, five feot tull Hnmlln_-.:l

on the hench at seaside, the horlzon is

two and three-guarters miles

T T -

| 1916, which office he still holds,

through a crowd of spectators six
deep on both sides of the Champs
Elvsees, At the Grand Palnis they
gave a pageant of scout life before a
of 10000, They visited Eiffel
tower and Nofre Dame cathedral. In
army automobil adorned with
French and American flags they vis-

| ited the principal French battlefields

and placed immense wreaths in the
cemeterles where are burled the
American dead. Over the grave of

Quentin Roosevelt they placed a floral |

wreath of approprinte desizn.
visited the great
. visited Cardi-

In Belgium they
bulldings of Bruss
nal Mercier at Mg , and on the
second day of the Olymple games in
Antwerp, acted a9 the Guard of Hon-
or to King Albert of Belglum.

LIMIT OF SCOUT COURTESY. R

The following is an extract from the
modernized “McGuffey's Third Read-
er,” according to the Kansas City
Star:

An obese gentleman slipped on the
muddy walk and fell with such ferocl-
ty that if an artlst had drawn the
scene he would have depleted stars on
the ends of wires protruding in every
direction from the polnt where the
pavement and the luckless man's per-
son came into jJuxtaposition. The
vietim of the accldent lay on his back,
opening and shutting his mouth like
an obfuscated clam, and saying no
more., A bright-faced lad In a natty
khaki uniform stepped up.

“Unfortunate sir,” he said, just like
that. *“I am a boy scout. One of the
tenets of our order is to do a good
taurn each day. Before I jolned the
troop 1 loafed around pool halls quite
a good deal. Permit me to swear for
you!”

Ah. children, was he not a helpful
scout?

SCOUT TRAINING SAVES LIFE.

The value of the boy scout tralning
was recently shown in Carroliton,
Mich., when Walter Price, a boy scout,
rescued the three-year-old daughter of
Stanley Stefankowski from drowning
in a cistern. The litfie girl had wen-
dered into a meighbor's yard and fell
into the cistern. Women who saw
her were too excited to do anything.
Scout Price, who was hiking in the
vicinity, henrd their cries and went
to the rescue, The water was consid-
erably over his head, so he thrust a
pole into the ecistern, crawled down
and held the child up until help ar-
rived.

GENERATIONS IN SCOUTING.

G. Henry Nesslage, scount executive
of the Borough of Aanhattan in New
York city, entered sconting as a scout-
master in 1910, His father, H. H.
Nesslage, became assistant scout exec-
ptive to him In New York city In
His

son, Herman, became twelve yvears old

last August and Immediately became |

his second
three gener-

a scout. Herman
class test, thus making
ations of scouting.

passed

SCOUTS TO HELP SAVE PAPER.

The editor of the Missourl Farmer
has written to President Livingstone
of the Boy Scouts of America request-
ing that boy scouts be asked to in-
nugurate a nationwide
eampalgn to tide the country over its

nt shortage. He that

» money enrned by sconts In selling
paper coll t he turned In to-
wurd sntmmer ¢
ping
lHne with we
enlly by migiin)

sugrested

enSes OF equip-

geont hey This Is in

WAR SERVICE AND SCOUTING

A questlon frequently asked is:
Does time spent in war servite count
on a Veteran Scout hadge. The reply
ig in the affirmative. For example: If
a scout or official left scouting for
sorvice in the army or navy iand re-
turned and took up scont work again
he is counted as baving been contisiug-
ously in scouting In considering the
Veteran Scout degree,

Everett, Wash,, Troop 1 i8 support-
ing three French orphans,

the home of |

nmper-saving |

conducted lo- i
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HAT is the most famous moun-
tain in all the world? FPike's
¢, In all probability. Whyt
ise about 3,000,008 people
from all quarters of the globe
heve ascended to Its 14,109 foot
summlt.

Fikes Peak celebrated the
one hundredth anniversary of lts
first the other day. It
was o notable event, In that the

| mountain In a8 way epite

| west.

Although Lieut, Zebulon M. Pike, U. S. A., the
Intrepid explorer, first discovered Plkes Peak in
15808, he ne caled the mountain, saying the
task was impossible for a buman belngz. But Do

| Edwin James, a member of the expedition of
Major Long, in 1820, accomplished the feat
Major Long, in honor of James' accomplishment,
named the p “James' Peak,” but ag early as
1840 rwrappers and plaipsmen named It “Pikes

| Peak,” and Fremont put it so on the map.

In 1578 a bridle path was bulit; a Wwagon
road to the sununit was built in 1880 and in 1501
the cog wheel railroad, nine miles long, was

| built. The weather bureau established a station

on the summit. o 1916 the present automobile
rond was buflt at a cost of 3300000, after two
years of construction work. This road is eighteen
., rises 6,605 feet in that distance, has
grade of seven per cent aud a maxi-
rade of 1015 per cent, with 42 per cent
of the line In curves. It Is twenty feer wide with
curves as wide as fifty feet. =
In April, 1010, a government war tank at-
tempted to climb the peak over the autemabile
| chway, but broke down In the deep snow drifts
did not mnke a second attempt. A month
later n caterplilur, dsed for artillery

made the summit without diffienlty. August

| 1019, an airplane, plloted by Alexander Lendrum

| of Colorado Springs made a successful trip over
the summit of the peak.

This brings us to date. Now man is reforest-

| ing the lower sluopes of the famous peak.

! But first a word about the first ascent. Drn
James was only 23 years old at the time. Starting
from Counclil Bluils, the explorers reached what
is now Colorado City July 12, 1820. July 13 he
started with four men for the top. The late
Frederic® 8, Dellenbsugh, 8 member of several
government expeditions In the west, wrote this
of the climb of Dr. Jamea:

“About noon they came to the Bofling Spring,

ascent

wizes the progress of the

| the present well-known spring of Manitou, which
| glves name to the stream of which It forms g

source. This beautiful spring was of great inter-
est to James and they had their lunch beside it
Through Its crystal waters could be seen on the
bottom the offerings of beads and trinkets by
the Indians.

“The night of the 13th, James and his com-
panions spent in a most uncomfortable place, and
on the next morning started early with the hope
of making the round journey before dark. About
noon, the timber line, 11,720 feet, was reached
and by 4 o'clock they stood on the mighty sum-
mit, 14,108 feet above the sea and 5,000 feet above
the plains, and could see on the east the prairie
ocenn melting Into the limitless distance, while
on the other hand spread away a broad chaos of
peaks, canyons, valleys, fading Into the depths of
the unknown wilderoess. Vast clouds of grass-
hoppers were flying over the peak, sometimes so
dense as almost to obscure the light.

“After half an hour on the majestic summit, now
reached by a prosale rallway, the descent began.
Losing their course, they falled to reach the eamp
of the previcus night and were forced to sleep
out with no food or shelter or ecomfort of any
kind: not after all so awful as it sounds. As
soon as light came in the morning they continued
and reached their camp, only to find it ablaze;

lt]m fire had spread and consumed everythlng

except n few scraps of food, on
greedily breakfasted.”

The American Forestry Assoclation of Wash-
ington estimates that out of the 1060 million odd
acres of nationul forests there are seven and &
half million acres in need of planting or seeding
to re-establlsh tree growth, The yearly loss to
| the nation In forest products from lands sualted
only for the production of timber and now idle is
Hm'a' to he 65,0000, No large sums have been
speclfically approprinted by congress to reforest
the denuded Innds whthin the national forests, so
that the acreage planted each year has been nomi-
nal and the work of an experimental charnecter. In
plcking the areas In the national forests where

which they

planting is to be carried on, extremes of condi-
tions have been sought so that this early, re-
strictzd reforestation would In the years to come
serve to point the way to carrying out more es-
tensive operations,

One of the areas chosen lles uvpon the slopes
ef Pikes Peak and includes the fire-denuded por-
tions of those watersheds from which several
towns, inecluding Colorado Springs snd Manltou
secure municlpal water. A reconnalssance study
has shown there are twelve or fourteen thousund
acres from which the forest growth was swept by
fire in the early days before the growing demand
for water brought realization of the high value of
tree growth as & water conserver. In additlon
to the forest products which can be produced
from the lands and the value of the tree growth
as a water conserver, there is the high value of
establishing trees eventually to heal the glastly
fire scars upon the mountaln slope, as Colorado
Springs and Manlitou, two cities closely related to
each other, represent one of the greatest tourist
centers in the West today.

The conditions of the locality were severe for
planting. The uneven distribution of molsture,
high dry winds of spring and summer nnd also in
winter when the temperantures are low, the lack of
zofl over much of the area and the movement of
the soil on the steeper slopes made up these diffi-
culties, The s=oil, composed of large particles of
gravel, comes from the decomposition of coarse-
grained granite which forms the mountain masses
of the Pikes Peak group,

Study of the reforestation problems upon
Pikes Penk was made by W. J. Gardner. This
study was very complete and weighed the diffi-
culties to be overcome In successfully establish-
ing tree growtl upon the barren slopes. One
very interesting point brought out in this study
was the dnte of the fires which devastated such
large areas in the vicinity of Colorado Springs.
From the age of the young tree growth and the
sears upon trees injured by fire and yet not killed,
AMr. Gardner determined that a greater part of the
aren devastated had been swept by a conflagra-
tion of a series of fires between the year 1850 and
18533. This date is interesting as it shows the
time which has elapsed since the destruction of
the forest growth and how slow must be the re-
turn of forest growth to such lands by natoral
means. In short, the high demand for all water-
flow from the area and the recreational dse then
being made and that which ecan be expected in
the pear future, combined with the value and use
of all forest products grown upon this potential
forest land so immediately accesslble, justified
not waiting for natural reproduction but establish-
ing such growth by artificial means.

Believing it best to produce the frees under
the same conditions in which they were to be
planted, two nurseiy locatlons were chosen high
on the big mountain, the land ecleared, shade
frames erected and seed sown. Then 50,000 yel-
low pine seedlings were broughit in from western
Nebraska and planted in Clementine Guich, about
two and a half miles from one of the nursery
sites. There are no records to show what weather
conditions prevailed at the time or followed this
planting. A careful search over the area in the
fall of 1907 resulted In the discovery of but one
seedling alive.

The reason for this practically total faflure
was given as largely due to the fact that seedlings
raised at Halsey were notable to withstand the
sudden change to the higher sltitude. It was
proved later that seedlings of any sizes or from
any other localities with markedly different
climatic conditions were not strong enough to
survive the rigorouz conditions found here; that,
in foet, it wonld take transplants of the more
vigorous type to produce results. These experi-
ments showed that while there was some ad-
vantage in growing the plants under the same
conditions in which they would be set out, many
points which wonld offset this advantage would
be gained in bhaving the nursery located at a

ng Pike

lower altitude where more vigorous piants could
be produced In the longer growing season and the
trees be dug and placed upon the planting areas
a5 soon as weather conditions made spring field
planting possible,

The monument nursery site was chosen and
developed In the spring of 1907 as a result of the
two years' experience with the other two small
sites, The monument site hes proved satisfactory
and Is now producing the large amount of yellow
pine, Douglas fir and Engelmann spruce, and the

small amount of limber pine now being planted -

pDearly upon Plkes Peak.

After field planting, further seedlings of Doug-
las fir were brought: In and planted in the Bear
Creek region with a little better success, as this
small planting showed thirty-five per cent alive.

Of this field planting, a study was made and
a map completed showing the extent of the types
which shonld be planted with the different specles
of trees which grow originally upon the area. The
first experiments were made at the lower alti-
tudes with vellow pine and Douglas fir. In the
more recent years the production of Engelmann
spruce and limber pine for the high planting
types has been taken up. The low percentage
of survival in the earller plantings showed the
need of the most vigorous transplants that could
be produced, and this was secured in the two-
one plant, as leaving the tree two years In the
seed bed gave a plant readily handled in trans-
planting, while the one year in the transplant
had produced a well developed tree with a clus-
tered root system made up of fine rootlets of
much greater area than that of tree crown or
evaporating surface.

Some 4,575 acres have been planted on the
Pike pationnl forest, for the most part in the
Colorado Springs region and In the vieinity of the
famous auto highway to the top of Pikes Peak.
An additional thousand acres is also being re-
forested in this vicinify. Fully elghty-five per
cent of the area which has been artificially planted
to pines and spruces can be considered as suc-
cessfully stocked with trees. Sueh losses as have
occurred are due principally. to the planting of
Austrian plne, a specles which is here out of its
habitat. While fall planting may succeed In
regions where there are early and abundant snows,
such conditions cannot be depended upon along
the eastern slopes of the Rocky mountains.

The principal species planted are yellow pine
on the lower foothills, which in turn gives way
to Douglas fir and Engelmann spruce on the
higher slopes, limber pine being used for windy,
exposed regions. The trees are planted eight by
eight feet or about T00 an acre, and the sverage
cost of planting, including the cost of producing
the trees at the nursery, is approximately §i1 an
acre, which is considered moderate when the
rugged and rocky region in which the reforesta-
tion work is being carried on is considered. Gen-
erally speaking, it may be safd that the annual
survival of trees varies from 60 to 90 per cent,

There was little public interest In the waork
at first. The slow growth of the trees and the
slight showing each year had much to deo with
this lack of enthusiasm on the part of the public.
In fact, in the early plantings complaint was
made (though scrupulous care was taken to guard
agalnst it) that in planting these watersheds the
presence of camps for the planters would poliute
the water of the cities using it for a mmnieipal
gsupply. One prominent citizen spoke with ridicule
of the project, elaiming it was absurd to spend
the people's money for reforestation above an
altitude of 7.000 feet because ahove this sltitude
the growth was so slow that such plantings could
never be of value. Now that the trees show well
over the plantations, there is hearty approval for
what has been accomplished.

So it seems that the milllons of those who
have seen Plkes Peak may not know the aold
fellow when next they make the trip, for he will
have a new face some day.

(@, 1520, Western Newspapsr Unton)

[ade for H uman

hands, and fire was discoversad, you

progresslwmzm hetter believe that something

Take

was started then.

o
Three of the All-lmportant Things That
Concerned the Welfare of the
Race.

Thinking over the progress that the
hnman race has made during the ages,
we have come to
it ts all founded on the
of throe things, namely, fire, the sail

and the wheel,

started.

discovery

Maybe It doesn't matter at all about
| this, but ft i8 a pleasant mental rec- At
refation to think back on how things

When that far-away antestor of ours
itting, : i
the conclusion that w dusk of an evening rattling
icks together ro keep time to 11 song
ind made, and sparks of flume
leaped

about anything?
another time,

millions of yes

the wind edrried him

from: the sticks

S | started then, too.

from us now, and whnt counld we do

certninly
thousands of year ago, when that old | ed.
| Phoeniclan who was paddling along on
o log on A river or a qulet estunry of
the sea, stuck his wolf skin ghirt on
a stiek in the fog and found that then
along without
any paddling whatever, something was

And wheever it was, and whenever
it was, that some old Roman or other
kind of blunderer, hewed off the end
of a log, punchied a hole tn the middie
of it, and found out that he had a
wheel, something else again was start-

fire awny

many

And upon these three things—fire,
the sail and the wheel—it seems to us
that we have huilded about everything
in the way of progress that we can
boast of today.

Ambition has no rest.—Bulwer.,

TO CLEAN GUNBARRELS.

acid will dissolve the lead In a gun-
narrel, and will not injure the metal
of the harrel unless the acid becomes
To re-

l Chemieally pure and strong nitrie
|
!
|

[dllumd with a lttle water. oring

Do not get the
or clothes. If

olive or cottonseed oil

acid on the hands clasts Is

fhen some weak alkall,

The habit of attacking and endeny-
to overthrow
| move the acid, pour all of it out and | gther institutions Is not conslgned (o

wipe the gun dry with a rag sonked In | human outlaws, One of the most per-
gistent and ingenious of nature's leono-
a marine
by chance this happens It ghould be | monly known as the shipworm, which
washed off immediately with waterand | swarms in certaln waters, especially
on the coasts of East Africa.

Deep Sea Bolshevists

veperahle and

once direct action.

waorm, com-

the erectlion, whatever it may be, is
rapidly andermined. It is stated that
a wooden viaduet which was erected
across the arm of the sea which con-
nects Mombasa with the mainland was

parently resents the introduction of | Practically destroyed by these vermin
wood into its domain, and whenever it | Of the deep.

comes across a ship, wharf, or pler
formed of this material, it takes at
Its method is to
bore into the timber, following the | ing, doesn't she?" remarked Mrs. Nay-
trend of the grain, and whenever it ‘ bor.
encounters a knot It makes a slight | she Isn’t entertnining company, she’s
It ap- | detour, and sgain forges ahead. Thus | entertalning suspicions”

Mean Brute.
“Your wife does a lot of entertain.
"YES,”

growled Mr. Gabb., “If
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