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REMARKABLE CAREER
. ... OF BLUEBEARD HOCH

INEARLY SIXTY DESERTED WIVESCLAIM
HIM AS LOST LIFE-MATE.,

FOURTEEN THOUVGHT MVRDERED

Finding of Poison in

Stomach of *"Next-to-

Last” Spouse Points Accusing Finger at
Versatile German Whose Record
Covers Two Great Countries.

IHolmes, Archfiend of History, Declared to Have Been
His Teacher in the Terrible Art—Biga.mist Then
Known to Authorities a.s Edward Hatch.

Chleago.—Johann Hoch, whose record

a8 a bigamist s sald to surpassany thing
«of the kind in police annals, and a for-
midable rival of “Bluebeard” Holmes,
hanged in Philadelphia some Years ago,
has arrived here from New York to an-
swer charges of homicide and bigamy.
‘fPhe Chicago authorities have already
placed on this man responsibility In nu-
merous cases of bigamy and murder,
ybut hardly & day passes that some de-
serted wife does not make hersell
known to the police, and, after having
.goen Hoeh's plcture, declars that in
vthe versatile German lies her long-lost
“usband, The number of these cases
'has reached nearly 60, and new ones are
veonstantly coming to the fore.

Hooh's alleged doings are, to say the

feast, remarkable In the exireme. It
-1s declared that he hasoperated in towns
4n all parts of the country, and the
names which he assumed In his deal-
ings are, as one police official puts it,
a8 numerous  as Fourth-of-July
~drunks.” The iist of citlesin which it
1s believed Hoch operated {s as [ollows:

: fork, Norfolk, Va.,
'(}.‘:l‘:iw:u;u_ Wheellng, W. V.,
Philadelphla, Elkhart, Ind,,
Baltimore, Argos, Ind,,
‘Brooklyn, Aurora, 11,

8t, Louls, Evanston, 111,
Cleveland, Bt. Paul, Minn,
Buftalo, W urlemlgnrq. Ger'y,
Milwaukes, Herlin, Germany,

Besides these & number of Wiscon-
gin and lowa towns report traces of his
svork. Some of the names used by the
¢German are as follows:
wCount Otto von IKern, Healy,

| Bustenbers,
.Sc::m::l‘l'h, Bustebergh,
mitt Adalph,
Tiock, James,
Hoch Liucas,
“Fiohe, Doetz,
“¥oe Doess,
I{ull' Burtel,
l‘iﬂ“’. Mayer,
Hautr, Brown,
Hauk Braune,
jluua' Schultz,
1r.-:k.' ! Bruescke,
Pracger,

| Btrange as it may seem, no clear cases
«f Johann Hoch's work had come to the
‘knowledge of the polite anywhere In the
United States until the present dis-
«closure, although his marringe business,
it Is declared, has been carried on ever
since 1881, This fact moy be due Lo the
degire of many sensitive women who
bave been duped by.thls man to keep
their degertion from the publie,

Worked from Town to Town.
floch's policy, it seems, was always
to extract as much mouney as bls Intend-
<l victim could summon without a waste
of time, and, after begging leave of ab-
-gence on some pretext, would disappear
as if toe earth had completely swallowed
him up. Then the tale of a wife In a
-near-by town, who would pitifully de-
-clare that she had given her,newly ac-
.quired husband all her money, and that
he had not been home for several days
:and some accldent must have befallen
chim, would bring to light the fact that,
in all probability, Mr Hoch was carry-
Avg on operations in the neighborhood,
Hoch's method was to advertlse in
nhe dally papers, preferably the German
spublications, saying that his loneliness
Jhad forced him to seek a life companion
who could tend his wants, Some women
answered out of curlosity, others who
felt the same abgence of some person
to share thelr confidences, would com-
municate with him; Then the Geérman
swould select what he consldered the best
gdor his purpose and devote his whole
energles In that direction, Hochnever,
according to reports, sought out those
women whose beauty or other charms
avould make them the target for other
amen's affections, but women whom, by
tuls superior will, he might find easy to
persuade, These women, mostly German,
kad had little sympathy expressed for
rthelr welfare during thelr llves, and the
tender passion which Johann Hoch ex-
pressed in hls letters seldom falled to
Jexecute |ts alm.

Samples of His Courtship,

All through his missives to hls {n-
~tended victims runs a strain of feeling
which would do credit to the mo#t high-
ly sccomplished “Beau Brummel” of
the old days of chivalry, One repre-
gentative epistle that came to a Chj-
LA0 WOIDAD, supposedly from Hoch
when he was In San Francisco, simply
breathed love to the woman who read
it. A portion of it follows:

“pear child, you took my heast by
gtorm, 1 can't get over It, my dear Jo-
pannn. How s It with you, dear child,
you like to speénd the rest of your lite
alone? If you only feel toward me s
1 feel and could bring one-hall your
love to me as [ to you, how lucky I would
pe. If you could wed your heart to mina
for the rest of our days I would be the
lucklest man in the world.' The In-
tended vietim, who had almost guc-
cumbed (o the teénder passion of Hoch,

-when sbo resd & letier sent to him Lo

her care from another one of the falr
sex, ending with “love and kisses," be-
came suspicious and upon Hoch's arriv-
al In Chicago refused him,

Fourteen Thought Murdered.

Reports state that the following 14
women have beén murdered by Hoch in
furthering his plans:

Mrs. Emily Welker Hoch, 6030 Union
avenue, died suddenly January 10, 1006,
Coroner's physlelan found large quan-
tity of arsenic in her stomach.

Mrs, Julia Stelnbrecher, 333 Belmont
avenue, died suddenly.

Mrs. Lena Hoch, dled in Milwaulee,
1887

Mra. Mary Becker Schultz Hoch, St
Louis, 1903, disappeared.

Mrs, Maria Schulz, Argos, Ind., dled
suddenly, 1800,

Mrs. Hoch, sister of Mrs. J. H. H.
Schwartzmann, Milwaukee, died 1898,

Mrs. Hoch, arother slster of Mrs,
Schwartzmann, Milwaukee, died 1897,

Mrs, C. A, Meyer Hoch, died May, 1892,

Mrs. H. Irick, Chlcago, dled suddenly,
18082,

Mrs, Jacob Huss Hoch, Wheellng, W.
Va., died suddenly, 1896,

Mrs. Hoch, Norfolk, Va., died sudden-
ly, 1899,

Mrs, Henry Bartel, Baltimore, dled
1896,

Mrs. Wilhelmina Hoch, died Buffalo,
1898,

Mrs, Justina Loefler, Elkhart, Ind.,

disappeared.
May Have Been Hatch.

Authorities from Englewood, one of
Chlecago's suburbs, have become pos-
sessed of the most sensational stories
relating to the character and past life
of Johann Hoch. It is actually believed
there that this Hoch was a pupil of
“Bluebeard” Holmes, the wholesale
murderer, who, in his famous Sixty-
third street “castle,”” crushed out the
lives of almost two scores of men, woim-
en and children until his discovery, trial
and confession finally brought him to
the gallows. The Englewood people de-
clare that the methods of the two men
are so similar and that the pletures of
Johann Hoeh so npearly resemble the
well-remembered face of Edward Hateh,
sald to be the right-hand'man of Holmes,
that they have little doubt but that
Hateh and Hoch are one and the same
pPErson,

Awful Methods of Holmes,

Holmes' operations were of an awlul
character and would have done credit
to the accomplished Spanish inguisi-
tionist, whose tortures were achieved by
means of weapons of force. Holmes,
with honeyed words, enticed his victims
to his so-called “castle"” and with prom-
Iseof future happiness would thrustthem
into a dungeon or secret vault and turn
on the deadly gases which would soon
end their lives, It is believed that many
of the unfortunntes who disappeared
while attending the world's falr In 1893
came to thelr end through his enlgmat-
fcal lust for human lives, Holmes ad-
mitted doing away‘wlth nearly 30 men,
women and children, and how many
more persons were vietims of his cun-
ning will probably never be known.
This Holmes has been classed as the
archfiend of history, and the very ldea
that Hoch sghould have been connected
with his awful crimes makes one shud-
der for the realization of the facts which
the near future is llkely to bring forth.
Holmes derived flnancial profit from his
flendlsh acts by doing away with many
trusting innocent jittle children, The
bodies were invarjably burned in quick-
lime, and so cunpingly were the deeds
accomplished that It Is little wonder
that g0 many years passed before his
crimes were brought to light. The part
which Edward Hateh, supposed by the
suburban authorities to be Johann Hoch,
took, was that of handy man around the
Sixty-third street “castle.’” Such a man
wag Indispensable in covering the tracks
of the multi-murderer. Hatch's duty
was to bulld secret walls and passages,
lay floors and in many other ways pre-
vent the discovery of the awlul carnl-
val of slaughter which had been carried
on within the “castle’ walls for years.
Naturally such a helper was very much
in the confidence of his employer.
Holmes before hls hanging accused this
same Edward Hatech with the murder of
the Peitzal boy, whose dlsappearance
caused such a furor in the suburb gt
the time,

Hoch Appeared in Many Roles,

If all reports of the sudden appear-
ances of Mr. Johann Hoch are to be ac-
counted true, then that versatlle Ger-
man goentleman has appeared io almost
as many roles as there are leaves on the
trees.  He has gone about, sompsetimas as
a poor but honest artist, several times as
o wealthy stock holder, very often us a
gentleman of lelsure touring for his

health and endeavoring to rid bimaelf

of as much currency as time would per-
mit. Probably the most notable eof
his poses {5 that In which he I8 sald
to have represented himself as the
Count Otto von Kern, of Germany.
This lttle adventure took him to 8t
Paul. Here he Is sald to have intro-
duced himself to Mras, Hulda Nagel,
whom he married after a brief court-
ship, In May, 1902, Very soon after
the simple ceremony the count induced
the newly-made "countess” to turn her
renl estate and other possessions into
oash, preparatory to taking a trip
abroad, in which, incldentally, the pair
were Lo [nspect the estate of Lthe
“nobleman’ in Germany, He left the
“countesa’ to herself while he went to
the clty to purchage tlekets for their
trip. The count was never heard of
after that, although a warrant was
sworn out for his arrest, Just at pres-
ont the “countess" conducts & boarding

and furniture on Unlon avenus, 1
went with him to the bank and got the
money and gave {t to him. Then he
disappeared.” Mrs. Fisher says ahe
belleves that she and her sister have
been made victims of a deep-lald plot
to deprive them of their earnings nnd
savings. 8he declares that she belleves
that, seelng that he could nol disap-
pear from the presence of Mrs. Welker
and marry her without the knowledge
of both, he formulated the plot
to murder the first wife by some sys-
tem and, securing what money he could
from Mra, Fisher, disappear for all
time. Polson found In the stomach of
M Welker, the police belleve, prac-
tienlly corroborates the statement of
the latest wife of Hoch,
Cnses in Other Clties,

Word has come o the local police
from B8t. Louls, Clnelpnatl and San
Francisco that & man who operated ex«

JOHANN HOCH, THE MODERN “BLUEBEARD.”

house at Austin, Minn., and upon being
presented with a picture of Mr. Hoch,
declared that the photograph was a
{ife-like reproduction of her lost
“eount."

How His Downfall Came About,

The last of Johann Hoch's alleged
dupes, howeyer, proved his downfali,
and with the accusation of Mrs. Ame-
lia Fisher, a Chicago woman, came the
apprehension of a man whose career,
the police say, Is without an equal or
even rival In the history of any city
in this country, Last December Hoch
inserted a matrimonial advertisement
{n alocal German publication, steting his
longing for companionship and asking
that some kind woman become his life
companion. Mrs, Marie Welker, a
widow who owned a prosperous con-
foctionery business, replied to his ap-
peal by answering the “ad. After a
brief courtship she allowed herself to
be persuaded that she was the only
woman who could relieve his lonell-
ness, Hoch, who had previously rent-
ed and furnished a amall flat, took his
latest wife to the house, which, inei-
dentally, happened to be near the lo-
catlon of the notorlous Holmes “‘cas-
tla.'* She had disposed of her store
and turned the money derlved from its
sale over to her husband, who, repre-
seniing himself to be wealthy. sald he
did not care for the cash, but desired
to invest it in a safe project, for her
benefit. The day following her mar-
rlage she became deathly sick. A phy-
gician was ecalled, and Mr. Hoch was
informed that his wife was suffering
from kidney trouble, The arrival of
a trained nurse followed, but, although
her condltion was worse, the nurse was
gent away the following day. Then
Mrs, Fisher, the sister of the slok
woman, came to care for her. One day
later, while Mr. Hoch was alone with
his wife, she died. Mr. Hoch went
downstairs o inform the dead wom-
an's slster. after which Mrs. TFisher
went upstalrs to clean the death cham-
bar. Very soon after this operation
the alleged bigamlst proposed to Mrs
Fisher that she become his wife,

“I am an unfortunate man,” Mrs,
Fisher reports Hoch to have sald to
her. “Marie was nol my first wife, T
was married hefore, and my first wife
was an Invalld, and now, just as I
thonght T was to have another happy
home, my new wife is dead. I am
lonely and have no means. You are a
good woman and &,goeod housewlfe, and
I want you to marry me. I will bring
your children here from Germany and
you can be happy with me*

Repulsed Then Accepted Hoch,

Mrs. Fisher has nine childrén In Ger-
many, Continuing her narrative of the
occurrence, she sald:

#1 resented his proposal, and told him
he should not talk of such things so
soon after his wife's death. January
15 1 roge with him to the cemetery,
and agaln, over his wlfe's grave, he
asked me to marry him, The follow-
ing Wednesday he came to my home
and I consented to become his wife,
He told me we would go out of town
and no one would know of it until my
sister had been dead a long time. 1
went with him to Jollet that afternoon
and we weee married. We came back
and went to my house that nlght, The
next morning he asked me to give him
$150 I had gaved to pay off 4 morlgage
he clalmed was held against the house

tensively in all those cities in the same
manneér as Hoch {8 thought to ba the
“Bluebeard.” It is belleved that more
wives will be heard from in each of
these clties as the picture of Hoch is
more widely clrculated.

Hoch’s method with such of his
wives as he did not find It necessary
to otherwise dispose of is illustrated
in the case of Mrs, Anna Schmidt Hen-
drickson Hoch, one of the women he
deserted, He married this woman In
Hammond, Ind., in 1803, and took her
to live at 111 Watt street. Two days
later he fled with $500 she had saved.

“The day after the marriage,” Mrs.
Hendrickson told Inspector Ship-
pey, who ig In charge of the Hoch case,
“my hushband told me he was heir to
an estate {n Germany, A few hours
later he hurrled in from downtown
with a fake cablegram which read:
‘Father s dead. Your brother, Wil-
Ham.’

“He told me $21,000 was coming to
him from his father's estate and I
must prepare to leave for Germany
with him the nexe night. He sald he
had no money for the wvoyage and
asked how much I had. I told him
$600 in the Illinols Trust and Savings
banlk.

“He asked me to draw it out and
glve it to him for our trip to Germany.
Just to show that he was on the square
with me, he sald, he made his will In
my favor. Then we went to the bank.
I drew out the money and gave it to
him. At the same time he handed me
the will he had made out. Then he
hurrled away to buy the tickets, That
is the last I have ever seen of him."

Calls Police ‘“Foolishnesses.”

Hoch, when approached regarding
his alleged multi-marriages, emphat-
feally denied ever having indulged in
such an escapade as bigamy and in his
quaint German way indicated that the
very thought of such a thing was ex-
tremely repulsive to his highly toned
character. He strenuously denies mar-
rying #s many persons as have ap-
peared claiming Mr. Hoch as their
long-lost Ife companion. In broken
English he sald that there were 8,000
deserted wives in Chicago, and if the
police persisted In connecting him with
g0 many, they must be "big foollsh-
nesses,”  Mr., Hoch glves the follow-
Ing version of his trouble: “That's all
humbug about 1881, How could I be
running around marrylng women when
I wasn't hére? - | came tothis country
in the firat week of July, 1883,

“Whoen 1 first got to Chicago 1
opened a saloon. 1 pald $1,000 far it
to 8 man named Louls Witte, but my
trade 15 sheet metal working, and I
found out Im & few months that the
best thing I could do was to go back
ta it

“After that I worked for the Pullman
company and the Northwestern rall-
road and the Rock Island. In 1600 1
married Mary MHendrickson, and 1 had
trouble with her. 1 gueased then 1|
wouldn't stay home any more,

“Last December I got lonely, and 1
got my eye on a widow that I thought
would make me a good wife. That was
Marle Welker, 1 was told Mrs, Hen-
drickson had got a divorce, and so0 I
got tied up agaln, but no sooner did 1
get tled than Marle dled, and [ am
Jusl the same as before.

“Then 1 sald to myself: ‘I''l marry
her sister,’ and | asked Hmile If she

lksd me, She snld she did, so I mar-
rled her, and here 1 am,

“But I am not afrald, Lat them
come om, all thess other women, 21,
61, 101. Let them all come who have
been deserted and robbed by me"

'‘What about the arsenic, then, that
the Chicago police say they have dis-
covered In the atomach of your dead
wife?"

Hoceh fidgelad,

“Arsenie? Pooh! It was her kid-
neys that killed her, Bhe was siclk.”

One Woman Hypnotized.

Mrs, Leo Prager, 1810 Cortez street,
has been added to the list of “Mrs,
Hochs,” When she married Hoch,
some time ago, it 1s said that he gave
the name of Ieo Prager, Mra. Prager
aecured $6,600 through the death of her
former hushband, and shortly after the
marriage to “Prager” she gave him
§3,600, with which he started a second-
hand furniture store at 704 Sixty-third
streat. They fitted out a flat at 4431
State street,

One day “Prager” purchased $1,200
worth of rugs from the A. 8 Klein
Carpet company, and when the goods
were dellvered the Sixty-third street
stora was found closed. “Prager’” dis-
appeared and has not been heard from
since,

Amelia Hohn, 5122 Princeton avenue,
declared she was married to “John
Healy" December 12, 1900, and desert-
ed by him after he had secured $100
of her money, Bhe believes from the
deseription that Healy was Hoch,

The story came to light through the
good memory of Policeman Ward, of
the Hyde Park station. He recalled the
story the woman had told him, and,
struck by the similarity of it to Hoch's
methods, after a search of several days
found the woman. She sald the man,
after gix days’ acquaintance, showed a
roll of money and proposed marriage.
After the wedding he disappeared,
““He hypnotized me. | was compelled to
obey him,” Miss Hohn said.

Career Began Early.

It 18 very clear that Hoch's career
has not been of the meteoric varlety
a5 have the developments in tha lives
of many great criminals. He began
his career in this sort of life, it is said,
in Germany, his native country, by
petty swindling. TFrom this, which he
carrled on in Bingen, Germany, he
want to greater things. He was a wine
merchant in Blngen and associated in
high soclety, where he learned his
charming meanners, that have proven
go captivating [n thias country. A swin-
dle In a German town compelled his
departure, and, leaving a wife and
three children destitute, he “skipped.”
All over Germany where he has per-
petrated his swindles there is great
rejoleing because of hls apprehension,
and the bellef {8 expressed that the
magnitude of his crimea will he
found to increage as developments pro-
ceed. A dispatch from Berlin contrib-
utes the following to the known facts:

Berlln.—Johann Hoch, whoss many
mysterious marriages are vexing the
Chicago police, was compelled to leave
Germany January, 1805, to escape Im-
prisonment as an embezzler and com-
mon swindler. His real name is Jacob
Schmidt, He was born in the town of

Y

wife and three children In utter dests
tution. A recelver was appolnted for
his business, but hig creditors are still
walting for a dividend. The poeopls in
Bingen are grimly rejoicing that thelr
former townsman I8 at last in the tolla

Hoch Will Feign Insanity.

"rom previous experiences Inspactor
Shippy declares that he belleves the
alleged blgamist will, as is usunlly the
case when he has been placed on trial,
profess insanity, His nctlons on the
train en route to Chicago mada It ap-
poar that possibly this might be his
scheme when brought to account. His
rambling talk, and repeated declara-
tion that he was “an educated man and
o gentleman' give the authorities the
bellef that this is to bs the defense of
Johann Hoch., And judging by what
old men on the police force who have
geen Hoch gay, the man |8 no mere
noviea at the “insanity gag,' and they
declara that even the Insane officials
who have to deal with such cases of
shnmming almont every day, were
fooled at a previous appearance hefore
n law court in Chleago., “1 rather ex-
pect Hoeh will sham Insanity." sald
Inspector Shippy. "“When caught and
charged with selllng mortgaged furni-
ture in 1808, he played the same dodge.

“On trial in Judge Baker's court he
cut up queer antics, shoolt his head at
F, J. Magerstadt, who had furnished
four flats for him, and declarad he
never had seen him before, and when
Mrs. J. H. Schwarlzmann, of Milwau-
leee, pointed a dramatie finger at him
and sald: 'That man poisoned my two
sisters,’ he made faces at her. In the
county jail he kept up the farce, rav-
ing llke a wild man until the guards,
who believed |n the genulneness of the
selzure, feared to come near him. As
goon as Hoch reallzed his pretended
insanity would not save him from hard
work, he suddenly became as sanc a8
any man."

Summary of His Life.

In an Interview Johann Hoch vouchs
es for the following summary of his
carcer, ending with his arrival in Chi-
cago, In 1805, It has been reported
that his operations began In 1881, or
about that time, but according to his
own story he did not arrive in this

country until two years later. The his-
tory Is:

Novembher 21, 1860, born in Horr-
weller, Germany. Father, Wilhelm
Hoch; mother, Margaret Hoch, nee
Schiller.

1845-1876—Attended common school
and gymnasinm,

1876-1880—Learned
metal worker,

1880-1882—Served as soldier.

1882-1884—Berved as reserve,

1884—Left native town, went to
Paris.

1884-1888—Worlked at trade In Parls;
lived at Rue de Selne, 43,

1888—Went to London.

1888-1806—Worked at trade |n Lon-
don; lived at 132 Eugenla avenue,

June 15, 1805, salled from Southamp-
ton, England.

July 1, 1885--Arrived In Chieago.

July 15, 1895—Bought saloon at 1108
Western avenue.

When speaking of events during hie

trade of sheat
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STEINBRECHER

MY MARIANAA
HoSH

H FIARY B 3 %o
HOCH,

M MARIEWELKER HOOH .

MU EMILE
FISUER: MOCH

-, HR MARTHA
HERTIFEFLD HOCA.

roR WHOS MURDER HOCH WILL BE TRIED

M SoPHIE FinK HocH
PAHNRE.

A FEW OF HOUH'S NUMEROUS ALLEGED WIVES.

Horrweller, In the province of Bingen
on the Rhine, November, 1862, After
getting married he kept a small store
in his natlye village and later became
a broker and wine merchant in the city
of Bingen, :

In his capacity as a wine merchant
he lved pretentionsly and used hls
poqualntance with high soclety as the
means of extracting large sumg of
money from business men, whom he
fmpressed as a good fellow. There It
was that Hoch learned the winning
ways that captivated his American vie
t'!ms. However, the pace grew too fast
for Schmidt in Bingen and after a fare-
well gwindle of a sugaw . refinery he
anlled forthe United SLates, leaving 8

stay in Chicago, the bigamist becomes
greatly confused, denying his state-
ments time and again,
Will Hoch Be Convicted?

Whether this character will be con-
victed of the crimes with which he 18
charged is merely n matter of conjec-
ture, but whatever turnsg up It will be
recorded In the annals of crime in the
United States, and doubtiess In  the
world, that no greater case of whole-
sale marrying and pitiless swindling
has ever come Into the public lime-
light than that which 15 charged
agalust Johann Hoch, & mnan whose
opetrations liave been felt nationally ln
two countries apd have altracied al= -
most universal attention, 1 .




