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CHIEF WILKIE AND THE
GOLD CERTIFICATES

Most Cunning Counterfeit Coup of History Nipped by Great Secret Service Head,

Many Thousands of
Dollars” Worth of
Spurious Bills Are
“Killed’” by Clever
Detective— Culprit
Had Every Trachk
Covered by One Ruse
or Another.
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(Tohn E. Wilkie, chilef of the sccorat
sarvice division of the United Statep gov-
ornment, hns not only upheld the High
traditions of that very responsible post,

But has won sapecind Inurela by his por-
sonnl shocess In sevornl blg cnses,  He
was born in Elgin, XL, 47 yenrs ago, and
Dalore accepting the headship of the
seeret sorvice hnd moade an onviahle rops
uation ns o working journalist While

connected with the Chicngo newspiapers,

he made a spocialty of eriminal’ Investls
gution which probably accounta in part

for his unusunl stcress as o dateotive,
During the S8pantah-Amerlonn wor lw or-
ganizaod a special emergency foroo of men
fo checkmate Spanlah aplea In this ¢oun-
try. AR n consequience he suctendsd In
arresting  thelr best sples and driving

most of the others off the =oll of the
United States)

NE Monday morning, not many
years ago, n smartly dressed
man sirolled down lower Broad-
way and entered one of the
Trust company bulldings in the
‘heart of the financial district of

New York. He was what is known
to the patrone of the turl ns a
bookmaker, and- he had called at the
bank for the purpose of gecuring a roll
«of bank notes that he had left there
on the previous Saturday night for
safe-keeping. It was promptly handed
to bhim, a roll as big as both of his
fists. He counted it over rapidly to
see that the amount was correct, and
when he got near the end of the roll
he paused long and looked earnestly
at o §100 gold certificate that lay there
conspicuously among the bills of
smaller denominations. He continued
his study of the “vellow back” for a
-considerable perfod, and finally thrust-
ing the balance of the bills in his
pantaloons pocket, walked over to the
cashier and handed him the bill.

“What's the matter with this note?"
the asked.

The bank official looked at it cas-
wunlly and handed it back with a smile.

“Nothing,” he answered, “except
that it's counterfeft.”

The bookmaker gasped with astonish-
ment. He went over his roll and
found three or four more notes of
the same kind, That morning he noti-
fled his fellow bookmukers, and bhefore
24 hours had passed 80 or 40 of the
counterfeit notes had been located In
New York clly. Bamples were lmme-
dlntely secured by the authorities and
fTorwarded to John W, Wilkie, the
«<hiel of the secret service division of
the United States treasury depart-
ment.

The chief dropped the business In
Rhand and immediately turned his at-
fentlon to the new developments in
the hundred-dollar counterfeits, Teole-
grams were sent to the agents of the
gecrel service instructing them to vislt
the race tracks in thelr vielnity and
look out for bogus bills. These in-
structions applied particularly to Cin-
cinnatl, Loulsville, Memphis, New Or-
leans and 5t Louis,

At 8t. Louls Capt. John Murphy, the
secret servioe agent in charge of that
distriet, went to the Delaware race
track and posted the bookmakers to
look out for any $100 bills that might
be offered them, Agents of the sery-
fee were posted In various parts of the
track, and it was agreed that if any
of these certificates were offered by
any of the patrons the hookmakers
should at once give the secrer serv-
fce a pre-arranged signal. In less than
two hours one of the agents recelved a
algnal aed hurrled to the booth ocou-
‘pled by the bookmaker, He made a
careful exmmination of the bill that
had been glven to the "bookie” and
found thatit wag one of the counter-
feits, The agents were then posted at
#pots where they could see the patrons
of the track In the act of “cashing in"
thelr winnings The man who had
put up the $100 bill bet on the favor-
ite, and he came oul & winner,

The man “cashed in,” and as he did
B0 was taken Into cugtody.

He was marched over to the eclub
house and searched, A white en-
velope was found In his pocket, con-
tainlog 28 of the $100 counterfelt billy.
He sald his name was Marcus Cra-
han. the propristor of an extensive
photo-engraving  establishment at
Providence, R. I, He waa perfectly
candld in his explanations. He sald
that be had been vigiting the falr and
was 4 guest at the Bouthern hotel, and
g_.;jg_y_-uuld be very glad to refer
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the officera to any bank in the city of
Providence for the purpose of estab-
lishing his moral and financial stand-
Ing. Nothing, apparently, could be
more straightforward. He was placed
under arrest, however, and then the
secret serviee men made an examina-
tlon of his room at the Southern hotel,
There they found a sult-case con-
taining $4.700 in genuine money. He
was asked then to explaln how he
came to be possessed of the counter-
feit money. He said that on the pre-
vious afternoon he had gone to the
Union station for the purpose of hav-
fng the return half of his rallroad
ticket validated. As he came out of
the ticket agent's office, the electric
lights were suddenly turned on iIn
the walting room, and he saw in the
corner on the floor a long white en-
velope, He pleked it up and found
that it contained $3,000 in $100 bills,
He immediately went to the office of
one of the local newspapers and in-
gerted an ndvertisement telling of his
digecovery, and offering (o restore the
money to its lnwful owner. This part
of his story was verified by the little
fdentifieation check which s given to
classified “ad" patrons by the big dally
newspapers.  In addition to this there
wis 4 clipping from the paper contaln-

Ing & copy of the advertlsement
which rend as follows:
“Found: In the Unlon statlon late

vesterday afternoon a sum of money
in bank notes wlilch owner may have
after proving property, by applying to
X-1%, this office.”

Then John E. Wilkie, who had been
directing the movements of hig sub-
ordinates by wire, determined to take
hold of the case in person.

He nonmedintely took a train for St.
Louls, and after a number of inter-
views with hig asgociates In that clty,
began to consider how to reach the
weakest link in the strong ehain of

probablility with which Mr. Crahan
wias surrounded. One of the earllest
movements made in the Investiga-

tion was to discover the exact hour
it which the electric lights were
turned on in the Unlon station. The
angineer of the electric plant was eon-
sulted and his records showed that
on this particular date the switch
which put the lights into operation had
been turned ou at 65:40, Wilkle next
sent to the newspaper office which

—
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CRAHAN, * G4ID WHATE Vo
CONFICTION 15" AS CLRZ/N AS ZHEAT
THHE U L5 SHINING THZS LTV

quested a report upon the exact time
at which the advetisement was ac-
cepted. The clerk who recelved the
notice was finally located, and he re-
membered distinetly that he had
stopped work on that afternoon at
five o'clock; the ad. which he had re-
celved was the fifth or sixth above
the last one, and, according to his
own calculation, it must have been
handed in at hali-past four o'clock.
This pointed to a discrepancy in Cra-
han’s statement of one hour and ten
minutes,

It was important, It was the thin
entering wedge whick might produce
great results,

One of the significant discoveries
among Crahan's effects was & number
of programmes of races at Gravesend
and two or three of the eastern tracks,
not to speak of one puarticular pro-
gramme which contained the entries
of the races where the first book-
maker had recelved the $100 bill which
he deposited with his roll in the
Broandway Trust company, Crahan
calmly admitted that he had attended
all of these races; that he was a lover
of horse flesh and that he occasionally
made small wagers on the results; but
he denled positively having passed
any of the other $100 bills, and sald
that he had never had them in his
possession until hoe found the white
envelope at the Union station In St
Louls.

Wilkie dld some very severe think-
ing at this stage of the game, and out
of It all came the theory that |If
Crahan was gullty, he might have used
glmilar subterfuges In passing coun-
terfeit money at the eastern tracks.
The chief thereupon telegraphed New
York and ordered that a careful
search beé made of the files of all the
New York newspapers for the two
months covering the rpcing season.
It was llke searching for the needle
in the proverblal haystack, but it bore
frult, for In the New York Herald of
May 24 the searchers discovered this
advertisement:

“Found: At the Grand Central station
jate, yesterday aflternoon a sum of
money in bank notes which owner may
have, after proving property, by ap-
plying to B-344, Herald office,”

1t {s hardly necessary to say that by
this time Mr. Wilkie had several spe-
cimens of Crahan’s handwriting, After
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the “ad."” was located in the Herald,
the original copy was found In the
records of the office and it was in the
handwriting of Marcus Crahan.

The government was now In posses-
sion of sufficlent evidence to convict
Crahan, both of passing and having in
his possession counterfeit money, but
the authorities did not know where
the plates were, and how the money
had been printed. The big problem
was to locate the plant, to pull it up
by the roots, and effectunlly stop the
circulation of these spurlous notes,

The two men sat down together, and !
Crahan was given a breakfast that
would have delighted the palate, and
warmed the heart, of the most con-
firmed epicure. It was topped off with
a fine Havana clgar, and then, this
formality having been disposed of, Mr,
Wilkie proceeded to glve Crahan the
“third degree))” But this “third de-
gree,” so called, differed as widely
from the popular conception of the op-
eration as the day differs from the
night,

“Crahan,” eald Wilkie, “your con-
victlon Is us certain as that the sun
is shining this morning."

Wilkie followed this up by plausible
argument along the same lne, and
always pausing long enough to permit
His words to sink into the man's
consciousness, The arguseyed rep-
resantative of the United States gov-
ernment knew by experience that
there Is nothing In this world more
difficult for a man to do than to ad
mit to another man that he has
been guilty of wrong. He realized,
therefore, the necessity of giving Cra-
han an opportunity of confessing
gracefully, He did this by sugges.
tion, by innuendo, by appealing to the
man's pride, by pleading with his pa-
triotle Instinct, and, at last, by Iaying
slege to his sense of justice. He aald
In substance:

“Crahan, these notes are works of
art, and It I8 & great shame that a
man of your unusual talent should
have, in & moment of weakness, per-
mitted yourself to commit sueh a fla-
grant wrong agalnst the publie. 1
am sure, from what I have seen of
you, that while you made the coun-
terfelts, you did not originally intengd
to do so, I feel that, in view of your
recognlzed ability, and the fact that
you are a student and entbhusiast Lo d

Wealthy Engraver In-

serts ““Ad"" in Paper
and Then **Finds"’
Bogus Notes in Depot
—That Clew Proves
His Downfall and
Establishes Case
Against Him—
Wealthy Friends to
His Aidd.

engraving, yvou have been seized with
a desgire to prove how you could re-
produce the almost faultless work of
the bureaun of engraving and printing
—a class of work that will always ex-
cite the envy and admiration of akilled
engravers—that, filled with this de-
gire, you began work In an experi-
mental way, that you put it under the
camera, and reproduced it to see if
you could bring forth s bit of work
that would rival the unrivaled produc:
tion of the government. Then, when
this creatlon became a fact instead of
a vision, you were selzed with an over-
whelming desire to see if you could
actunlly circulate It as genuine
money."

*You certainly brought more than
30 notes to St. Louls,” said the de-
tective.

“Oh, yes," responded the
feiter,

“Where are they now?

“At the Union station."

“In what part of the station?"

“In the baggage room."

“Where is the check?"

“] haven't got It. It's downstalrs
in the post office."”

Wilkie looked the astonishment he
felt., Before he had time to put his
thoughts Into words, Crahan sald:

“After inserting the advertisement
in the paper, I put $26,000 in & hand
bag, together with several bottles of
chemicals which I use to artificially
age the mnotes. Then I placed the
check which 1 recelved for the hand
bag in an envelope addressed to my-
gelf under an assumed name, and di-
rected to the general delivery oflice of
the post office.”

It was evident that Crahan had
carefully planned even the minutest
detail of his great counterfeiting
gcheme. By this method of conceal-
ing the check for the hand-bag he left
the counterfelt notes totally disasso-
clated with himself in any way, and
stil! at the same time within a mo-
ment's reach. A secret service agent
was sent down to the postmaater, ob-
talned the letter containing the check,
took that to the Union station, and re-
celved the hand-bag which he orought
to Chier Wilkle. Its contents verl-
filed the statetment made by its owner.
The chief took up the question of the
plates,

“Where are the piates? he In-
quired.

“In a storage warehouse in Provls
dence,” was the reply.

He admitted that no one in his
business establishment Wwas aware
that he knew anything whatever of
the mechanical part of the work, but
the man, with a cunning almost be-
yond belief, had perfected himself in
the art of etching. After that he pur-
chased a press in New York eity and
bhad it delivered in the middle of the
night to a private room In his estabs
lishment. There he worked and ex-
perimented night after night untll he
was finally able to produce the per-
fected #1100 blll counterfelts, Then
the press was dismantled, and with
the plates, placed in & warehouse In
Providence, It was stored under an
assumed name.

“Where s
Wilkle.

“It 18 pasted between two sheets
of paper that back up a photograph
on my desk In my office in  Provis
dence.”

The chief immediately called up
Providence by telegraph. The local
agent was Instructed to go to Crahan's
office and find the recelpt for the
preas. He did so. It was beiween
the two sheets of paper on the pho-
tograph on his desk. Immediate ac-
tion was taken, aud after an [nored-
ibly short space of time the plates
were In Bt Louls In possession of
Chief Wilkie. On the following day
Marcus Crahan was taken into court.
He pleaded gullty to manufacturing
counterfeit meney and passing it on
the public. He was glven 16 years
on each of the two Indictments, the
santences to run concurrently, This
was subseguently reduced to elght
years, Thus ended one of the mest
fmportant counterfelting schemes ever
discovered and thwarted by the mar
velously efficient machinery of the
secret service division of the United
Btates government.
| (Cogyright, 1908, by W, & Chapmend
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the receipt?” asked

FIVE MONTHS IN HOSPITAL.

Discharged Because Doctors Could
Not Cure.

Levl P, Brockway, 8, Second Ave.,
Anokn, Minn,, says: “Afterlying for
fiva months In a
hospital I was dis-
charged a8 inour-
able, and glven only
slx months to live,
My henrt was affect.
ed, 1T had smother-
ing spells and some-
times fell uncon.
e Scious, I got so I
couldn’t uge my
arms, my eyvesight
was impaired and
the kidney secrations ware badly dis-
ordered. I was completaly worn out
and diseouraged when 1 began using
Doan's Kidney Pillg, but they went
right to the cause of the trouble and
did thelr work well. [ have been
feeling well ever since.”

Sold by all dealers. B0 cents a box.
Foster-MIlburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y.

BEGINNING EARLY.

“l have nlroady promlsed ten cousins
to marry them. I ecan see [ shall never
got through all my divorces.”

He'd Pull Hard,

“Senator Folker, who journeyved to
Albany at the risk of hig life to cast
the vote that doomed racing In Now
York, had collected a number of in-
ptances of race-track trickery,” sald
an Albany legisiator.

“Discussing, one day, the way jock-
eys g0 often sold races, he said that
there was a CGloucester jockey once,
the rider of a favorite, who wag over-
heard to say in a saloon, the night
before the favorite ran:

“‘l1 ghan't win unlesg the
break.'”

Important to Mothers.
Examine carefully every bottle of
CASTORIA a safe and sure remedy for
fnfants and children, and see that It

Bears the
Signature °’M—Mt

In Use For Over 30 Years,
The Kind You Have Always Bought.
A Timely Objection,

“] am afraid we must part, Fred,
dear. My father gave me strict In-
junctions not to let you call on me."

“But, Ethel, 1 am unalterably op-
posed to submitting to government by
injunction.”

THE COME AND SEE SIGN

reina

This sign is permanently attached
to the front of the main building of
the Lydia K. Pinkham Medicine
Company, Lynn, Mass,

What Does This Sign Mean ?

It means that public inspection of
the Laboratory and methods of doing
business is honestly desired. Itmeans
that there is nothing about the bus-
iness which is not “open and above-
board.” !

It means that a permanent invita-
tion is extended to anyone to come
and verify any and all statements
made in the advertisements of Lydia
E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.

Is it a purely vegetable compound
made from roots and herbs — with-
out drugs ?

Come and See, .

Do the women of America continu-
ally use as much of it as we are told ?
Come and See,

‘Was there ever such a person as
Lydia E. Pinkham, and is there an
Bf'rs. Pinkham now to whom si
woman are asked to write ¥
Come and See.

Is the vast private correspondence
with sick women conducted by
women only, and are the letters kept
strictly confidential ?

Come and See.

Have they really got letters from
over one million, one hundred
thousand women correspondents ?
Come and See.

Have they proof that Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound hag
cured shousands of these women ?
Come and Seeo.

This advertisement is only for
doubters. The great army of women
who know from their own personal
experionce that no medicing in
world equals Lydia K. Pinkham’s
nga’mb Compound for femals ills
will still go on wsing and being ben-
efited by it; but the poor do 5
suffe woman must, for her own
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