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ASHINGTON —Memorles of In-
dinn wars fade rapidly from the
minds of sll persons who were
not actively engoged in the hos-
tilitles, In the east the troubles
In the past on the frontier held
the aftentlon and
the interest but for
the mowment. No
oaslerner ever gave
full eredit to the of
ficera and the men
of the United Stntes
faced danger after

army
danger and withstood hardship
alter hardship with precious lit-
tle hope of any reward save the
conselousness of duty well done.

who

It is probable that not one
person in a hundred can name
the battle fought only 18 years
#ago and in which the casualties
to the smull force of the regu-
lnr army engaged amounted to
0 men killed and wounded.
That battle wans the hattle of
Wounded Knee, and to-day it
I1s nearly lost to the recollec:
tion of the masses. There are
several oflicers now  stationed
in Washington who bad a part
in that Dakota fight. 'The fight

DEATH
OF /ITING
ByLL

between Col. Forsythe's
men of the Seventh cavalry apd d¢he band of Big Foot,
the Sioux, was the result of the ghost-dance craze which
had been started and fostered by the great chief Sitting
Bull, on whose hand was the blood of Custer and his men.
Sitting Bull was shot and killed by Indian police while
resisting arrest, but he was killed top late to prevent the
spread of the doctrine which he preached and which bhad
run llke prairie fire among the men of his nation.

There were ' sorts of stories cireulated concerning
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tion of a part of the people
who preferred death to ex-
ile.

The Cheyennes broke
away. A battalion of infan-
try was thrownacross thelr
tracks but the wily sav-
ages eluded nll save a few
of the soldiers, who in a

the denth of the great Sloux cnief. Fhilanthro-
pists In the east who never had seen an Indian
tepee insisted that Sitting Bull wag murdered and
that the blood of the savage was upon the head
of the nation.

It was left to Col. Edward G. Fechet, now pro-
fessor of military science at the University of
Ilinois, to learn the truth of the shooting of Sit-
ting Bull and to give knowledgoe of it to the peo-
ple. Col. (then captain) Fechet made one of the
hardest rides known to the troops of the plains
before he gecured the factg in the cuse of the
passing of the great Sloux chief to the happy
bunting grounds,

Sitting Bull's home ‘was in a log hut on the
Standing Rock Indian reservation of North
Dakota, In the summer of 1880 he gath-
ered many of his braves about him
and told them in picturesque Sioux language
that a Messinh was to come who would lead the
Sioux niation to victory; that the whites would be
annihiloted; that the buffalo would come back,
and that the red man would once more take pos-
gesslon of the earth.

Through thie medicine men Sitting Bull worked
g0 upon the feelings and the superstitions of his
warriors that they came to believe that by wear-
ing certain garments which were called ghost
ghirts their bodies would be safe from the bullets
of the roldlers,

When Gen. Miles learned of the teachings of
Bitting Bull and of thelr rapid spread, the chlel's
arregt wos ordered. Accordingly Indian police
led by Lieut. Bull Head and Sergt, Shave Head
were dispatched from Fort Yates to arrest the
chief at his log hut miles away. Capt, Fechet of
the Eighth cavalry was ordered with his com-
mand, consisting ©f two troops, and, if wemory
gerves, two light field pleces, to make a night
march to Oak Creek, about 18 miles {rom Sitting
Bull's house, there to receive the prisoner when
he was turned over by Lieut. Bull Head.

Capt, Fechet and his men reached the rendes-
vous ot 4:80 a. m. on one of the coldest mornings
of & Dakota December day. There was no slgn
of the Indian pollce, nor yet of the scout which
Bull Head was to send in advance to inform
the cavalry officer of hls coming,

Fechet's soldier instinct told him at once that
there must be trouble, His men had had the
hardest kind of a night ride, but they were will-
g, and he pushed forward rapidly. After he
bad made several miles he was met by a scoul
who was riding like mad. The runner told Fechet
that all the Indian pollee who had gone to arrest
gitting Bull had been killed by the ghost dancers,
and that thers were thousands upon thousands
of them faliy wrmed and In their war paint ready
for battls,

Fechet looked wver hig small command and
woant ahead st ful' gallop, his only thought being
to eave such of the policemen as might be alive,
and glving no heed to the other thought that

_ahead of him might be overwhelming numbers

of the savages and the fate of Custer. It was
g tarrible ride from that time on, <

When the morning was a little advanced the
men of the command heard firing, which, seemed
to come from different points. On they went un-

tl) they came to the brow of the hill, Below

them at a distance
was the house of
Sitting Bull, and in

front of (t, some
hundreds of yards
away, was a horde

of ghost dancers en-
gaged In emptying
their rifles into the
log building, from
whichecame a feeble
return fire,

Capt. Fechet had his Hotehkiss thrown into
action and he dropped a shell in front of the
ghost dancers, and then the command charged
down the hill,

The shell had its frightening effect on the
gavages, who held aloof though still pouring in
their fire, which was answered by the soldiers
as Fechet himself took a rapid course to the log
houge, with his life in his hands every step of
the way.

Inside the but were found three of the Indian
policemen dend and three mortally wounded, The
wounded, resolved on exacting a price for their
coming death, were still using their rifies against
the besieging foe. The soldiers finally drove the
gavoges to Night,

The few that were left Hving of the little force
of Indian police told this story. Lieut. Bull Head
had arvested Sitting Bull and had led the chief
from his ¢abin only to be confronted by hundreds
of crazed savages. Catch-the-Bear and Strike-the-
Kettle, two of Sitting Dull’s men, strode through
the Indian ranks, raised their rifles and fired.
Bull Head was shot through the body. Dying, he
turned quickly ond killed Sitting Bull. Strike-the-
Kettle killed Sergt. 8have Head, Instantly Po-
liceman Lone Man killed Catch-the-Bear., Then
the surviving policemen sought shelter in the
cabin and held off the ghost dancers as has been
told.

With the Rosebud, Standing Rock and Pine
Ridpge Sioux, who went on the warpath in De-
cember, 1800, were a few stalwart warrlors of the
tribe of the Northern Cheyennes. That the Chey-
ennes braves were so limited in number wag due
to the fact that 12 years belfore the nation, exiled
and longing for its old home, had met with prac-
ticnl annihilation in the attempt to regain it

The Northern Cheyennes had been sent to a
resorvition in the Indian territory following one
of the uprisings against the whites. Thelr hearts
they left behind them In thelr old home and the
warriors yearned to return.

Late In the fall of the year 1878 the Cheyenne
braves, taking advantage of the temporary ab-
sence of thelr soldier guardians, gathered to-
gether thelr women and thelr children and dashed
northward in the direction of the Iland where
thelr fathers had lived from the time back of the
pegiuning of tradition.

Thev had been told by the Indlan agents and
by the soldiers, who ncted under orders, that they
never could take the trall back to the north,

LECHETLED IS L1772,

* put they pald no heed to what was told them, but

gathering thelr possessions they set out,

The Cheyennes' love of home, natural and sym-
puthy-compelling to everyone except to those who
thought that an Indian should huve naught to do
wlth home-sickness, was the cause of the destruc:
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sharp skirmish lost their commander, Maj. Lewls.

The Cheyvennes broke away. A battalion of In:
fantry was thrown across their tracks but the wily
savages eluded all save a few of the soldiers,
who in a sharp skirmish lost theilr commander,
Maj, Lewls.

The trail led to one of the low hills that chain
the reservation, The Chevennes had taken refuge
near the summit in o natural hollow. The gides of
the hilla rose sheer and slippery to the lurking
place of the savages. It was a place admirably
adapted for defense. A few men could hold it
ngainst a regiment.

Capt. Wessels, in command of the cavalry, saw
that the attempt to take the hilltop by assault
would be to sacrifice the lives of half of his men,
He threw a cordon around the hill, knowing that
the warriors could not escape, and trusting that
In'a few hours hupger would force them to sur-
render. Meantime the Cheyennes were active.
They picked oif many a trooper, and at pnoon on
the day following the night of thelr flight a ball
strick Capt. Wessels in the head. The wound was
not serlous, but its effect was to make captaln
and men eager for a charge. Capt. Wessels went
to the front of his troops and prepared to lead
them up the slippery hillglde in the face of the
fire of the best Indlan morksmen on the great
pliing.

All things were prepared for the charge, when
to the amazement of the troopers, the whole band
of Cheyenne warrlors, naked to the walst and
yelling llke devils, came¢ dashing down the hill
slde strajght at the body of cavalry. The Indians
had thrown away their rifles and were armed only
with knives. They were going to their death and
they knew it, but death was better than a return
lo the rescorvation which they hated,

Wessels and his troopers of the Third cavalry
tried to spare the Cheyennes, but the warrlors
would have death at any cost, With their kolves
they plunged into a hand-to-hand conflist with the
troopers and before they were slaln thoy exacted
a4 price for their dying.

When the time came for the burial of the In.
dinns, Tea Kettle, a chief, was found to be alive,
but unconsgcious, Tea Kettle was carrled back to
the fort and there made comfortable,

A sguaw sought the wounded warrlor's couck
and handed him # palr of selssors which he instant
Iy plunged into his heart, He spurned life In the
knowledge of the fact that his brother braves were
dead.

The Sloux nastion heard of the bravery of the
Cheyennes and they adopted the women and chil:
dren, and some of the bLoys, grown to manhood,
went with the Sioux on the warpath in thalr last
great uprising.

GODE OF TRANPOON

HIEROGLYPHICS USED BY TRAMPS
AND HOBOS,

Interesting Code of Signals Made Use
of by Homeless Wanderers in
Country Distrtlcts to Warn
Others Following.

Readers of storles about the tramp
and his ways are, perhaps, Inclined to
take what they read with a graln of
galt, but this much may be sald with
a cortainty: Tramps do have a system
of signs and symbols, by which they
communicate wilh thelr brethren on
the road. When the New York pollce
recently opened the new municipal
lodging house, they discoverd In the
process of moving from the old build-
ing a piece of paper, apparently left
behind by some forgotten lodger. Some
peculiar charncters on the paper at-
tracted notice and an examination of
the accompanylng handwriting, which,
by the way, bore evidence that the
writer had at one time been a man
of cnlture and training, showed that
the hieroglyphies were none other than
u code of signals of trampdom. That
thege algns are used by the framp fra.
ternity I8 well known to those who
dwell in country distriets. They have
often noticed strange marks, meaning-
lesg to them, gracing their gatepost or
barnyard fence, It ig the Innguage of
the tramyp, to whom each sign has its
own meaning. The accompanying cut
is a reproduction of the signs and in-
terpretations found in the New York
municipal lodging house.

It is not a diffienlt task, in exam-
ining some of thes hleroglyphics, to
soe why they should have been select-
ad. Al nny rate, one may hnzard n guess
on the subject. There I8 the symbol
used to inform the friaternity of an
arrest; it ropresents prison bars, no
doubt. Notice the warning that a dog
Is In the garden, by a stretch of the
imagination, the rectangular figare
might be taken to denote a garden, and
the queer lttle figure Inside, with the
four vertical lines, might very well he
the dog ltsell, “Work here” is nlso
open to amatenr analysis, The cross
probably refers to the saw horse, com-
npunly used In chopping wood, while
the other symbol might conceivably
indicate the saw, although it would be
hard to convince many that a saw
built on such lines would prove an ef-
fective implement, even in the hands
of the most skillful hobo,

“Get out of the town as quick as
possible™ is self-explanatory. Seemiug:
Iy, when tramps set eves on that tok-
an, thelrs Is not o reason why, hut
merely to leave the arrows far hehind.
The symbols for “no use’ and “you
san get fopd'" were probably chogen
for their simpleity; If any other sig-
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ey
Signs and Symbols of the Tramp.

nificance attaches to them, it iz nn-
known except to the favored few. Hut
the amateur Investigator reaches the

end of his rope when he tackles the
gymbols which tell the reader to “pick
a varn,” becausze there are “women in
the house.” Apparently, “women In the
house' Is good news to the tramp with
a tearful hard luck story to relate, But
whatever bearing these particular
symhbols may have on the matter s not
to be answered.

Quisted Him at Last,

He was one of those inguisitive In.
dividuals one meets on shipboard who
persist in boring the eaptain with non-
senslcal guestions, For 20 minutes the
ecaptain had answered the volley of In
terrogationg with a smiling face, but
now he wnas losing his patience,

“HBut, captain,” Insisted the bore, “is
{t really true that we have frish vege:
tableg all the way over?'

“It is, sir,” responded the
“and now 1 mgust be getting

“And fresh ments?”

“Yeogu, slr, and as |1 sald—"

“And fresh mlk?"

“Yeu, but you will have lo exeuse
me as—"

“Just one more, captain.'”

“Well, what I8 1t? Be gquick.”

“Where do you get your [resh milk
from at sea?"”

The captain made a megaphone of

master,

his horny hand and roared: “From onr |

herd of sea cows that follow in our
wake, air. Look over the stern at
elght bells and you will see the stew.
ards milking them."

Pauperism Increasing In England.

There were more paupers In Eng-
land than ever at the end of January
despite old age pensions, the propor-
tion In London belog the highest since
1881, according to the government re-
turn just published, The total nums
ber of paupers in Eugland and Wales
was 860,460, of whom 288,841 were In-
door, The proportiun a thousand of
population was 24.1 an Increase of .6
trom last year and of .3 in Indoor
paupers, The total in London was
182,220, a proportion eof 27.8,
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PENSIONS

Points for
Soldlers and Sallors
and Their Heirs

\Wopyright, 108, by O K Jones)

Information for soldiers and anllora and
their helrs, who are invited to make use
of thia column for such information aa
they desire relative to pension mottoers,
Lotters stating full name nnd address of
writors shiould be addressed to €, E.
Jones, Wiashington, D, €. In replying
thorato, only the Initials of correspondonta
will be guoted.

e
Detrolt, Mich.

Query—My mother has not lived
with my father for & numboeyr of years,
owing to the fact of his desertion. We
have heard Incidentally that he has
procured a divoree from her. He had
no grounds for a divorce ns he de-
serted my mother without cause, He
e now living in another state and
drawing a penslon of $66 per month,
My mother wants to apply for one-half
of his pension. She is In poor cireum-
stances and in feeble health. What
ghould she do about the matter?—
Mrs, Margaret 1., Mch.

Answer—If the divorce was granted
your father, the soldler pensioner,
your mother is not now his legal wife
and therefore cannot get one-half of
his penston under the provisiona of
the aect of March &, 1889, If it can be
shown that the divorce was illegally
obtained and is set aside by the court,
vour mother's rights ng the wile of
the soldier would be restored and she
eould then apply for onehulf of his
pension under the act of March 3,
1890, and obtain the same, if she could
show to the satisfaction of the com-
missioner of pensions that she was
the legal wife of said pensioner, a
woman of good moral character and in
necessitous elrcumstances,

City. C. V. A— .

Query—Please advise me through
your pension column whether a widow
ig entitled to a pension under the fol
lowing clrcumstances: The woman I8
the widow of a union officer mustered
out of the service with the rank of
brigndier genernl after the close of the
war, A bill was pregented (o con-
gress in her behalf for a pension of §50
per month, but she married again, an
ex-confedernte officer who has sinde
died, Her first husband had =a fine
military record, but never applied for
a penslon, although deserving one, Is
the widow pensionable under existing
laws? If go, how can she sponre 8 pen
slon on account of the service of sald
first husband?—J. T. C.

Answer—The widow referred to
would be entitled to pension under the
general law on account of the service
of her first husband, the union officer,
from the date of his death to the daie
of her remarringe to the ex-confed-
erate officer, provided she cun show
that he died from disability due to ser-
viee and line of duty.

Dayton, O

Query—What is the highest rate of
pension a soldler can get for the loss
of foot due to rallrond accldent? The
goldier served In the reguloyr army
und wns discharged out west and was
returning to his home when the acel-
dent, by which he lost his right foot,
occurred, He is now 63 years of age.
Is he also entitled to pension under
the age act?—James T, 8,

Answer—It will not be possible for
the soldier to whom you refer, to ob-
tain pension through the pension bu-
renu for the logs of right foot, as he
cannot show (hat it was due to serv-
fee and line of duty; the losg of sald
foot resulting from an accldent sub-
sequent to his discharge from the
geryice, He would be entitled to $12
per month pension at his age, under
the act of February 6, 1907, if he
served 90 davs In the clvil war and
received an honorable discharge there-
from.

— Clty.
Query—Plegge Inform me through
your pension column what rate of pen-

sion the widow of John Early, the
leper, would recelve in case of his
death—John K, D,

Answer—The widow of John Early
wonld be entitled to $12 per month
penslon, us the widow of a private

goldier, and two dollars additional for
ench child under 16 years ol age,
from the date of his death, provided
his death is due to service and line
of duly,

Dummy Soldier's Long Walk.

Walking day aund night, without =
single stop, a dummy soldier {8 mak-
Ing 100,000 steps every 24 hours in
an endurance test to determine the
lite of several new cartridge belts
which are under consideration by
the board of ordnance and fortifica-
tlon of the army. The dummy's tour
of duty I8 at the Rock Isinnd (Il
argenal, The dummy Is the slze of
an average soldler. By a specinl me-
chanleal apparatus it 1s made to walk,
with the guldance of a wire cable, as
though on sentinel duty, in a circle
In one end of a4 hall. The mechnnism
{8 such as to give the dummy the
pame motion as would be experienced
by the average soldler In walking.
About the walst of the figure are
strapped the varlous belts, one at a
time, which sre being tested., Hach
is filled with the regulation cartridges,
the priucipal test belng made with
the sharpnosed bullets, to determine
how long it will take for these to
wenr through the pockets of the bults,
—Chicago Dally News,




