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These stories aro til one typical
French lines, which portray tho "crook"
xb ho actually Is, unci not ns a horo In
any Beiiso of tho woid.

SYNOPSIS

All Paris was uneasy, with police on
the alert. Many tlurtnk crimes had
been committed, all followed by some
direct evldunco Hint FANTOMAS was
tho guilty part. Juve, a noted detec-
tive, was nsslKiied to capture S

and did so several times, only
to have tho crook escape in some mar-volo-

manner. A wine agent named
Mnrtla.Ho was the next victim, and
FANTOMAS, with a lady confederate
Josephine, robbed the agent of tno.OOO.
but found the bills cut in two. They
had but half the money. Juve traced
FANTOMAS to liurcy whero FANTO-MA- S

nearly trapped Juve In a lire. Hut
Juvo and his friend Kandor swam across
tho Sclno and escaped a cruel futo to
pursue FANTOMAS In his wild career
of crime.

Bpisode II. "The Mnn in Black."

THE CHARACTERS

Br. Chaleek Loupart, 'The Man in

Black."
Inspector Juve.
Fandor
Ludy Beltham.
Josephine.

Second Part At the "Crocodile."
(A Parisian licstaurtiut.)

For several weeks arter the lire at
Bercy, Juve was without trace of Fan-tomn- s.

He did not know that during
that time Joseplilne'3 love for the
bandit had cooled. There was too
much danger involved, thought the
cautious young woman. She was now
devoting herself to a rich American
pugilist who was spending his money
on her freely.

Dining one night at the "Crocodile"
with her new friend, who was a heavy
drinker, Josephine saw Dr. Chalek as
she came in. He was sitting on the
balcony with two ladles, enjoying the
cabaret. When her companion had
fallen asleep on the table, she was
surprised to see Faudor .appear. He
hit just come in with Juve nftcr the
theater. By ctiance there was only
ond vacant table". This was next that
wkere Josephine sat. On looking
nrund after taking; his seat, .Fandor
In turn coujuscarcclyconceal.his sur-

prise.
"Why, that pretty girl Is the very

one I followed, the very one that was
on the train with me," he exclaimed.
"It's Josephine, Loupart's accomplice.
I can't be mistaken. I'm going to
Bpenk to her. Inside an hour we'll
know a lot more than we know now."

Fandor walked over to Josephine's
table and greeted her as an old friend.
She had so many passing boulevard
acquaintances that she spoke pleas-
antly, despite the fact that she could
not recall where she had met him.

"May I bring over a friend to meet
you?" he said, after he had chatted
idly for a few moments of nothing in
particular.

"Certainly. Any friend of yours Is
always welcome."

Fandor beckoned to Juve. As the
detective arose and walked toward
them, the journalist continued pleas-
antly:

"Allow me then to Introduce my
friend, Inspector Juve, the greatest
detective In Paris."

The girl's face blanched with ter-

ror. She could not conceal the fact
that she was trembling violently.

"How goes It, Josephine?" said
Juve bluntly. "How are you making
out since you became a line lady?"

"I I don't understand. I"
"Don't give me any talk like that,

Andlof you make a fuss, I'll lock you
up. l You can be nlco about it, and I
won't bother you this time"; but if you
try to hide anything, look out. Now,
tell me, where is Dr, Chalek?"

"I I don't know."
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"You bet you do. If you don't talk,
I'll take you away."

Josephine's eyes fell under the stea-
dy, commanding gaze of the master
detective. She was torn by conflicting
emotions. She knew all too well that
there was u terrible fate reserved for
those wljo betrayed Fantomas; yet
she knew ulio that Juve was a man
not to be denied.

"Very well," Juve said, after giving
her time to make up her mind, "it's
you for the station house."

"Wall a minute!" She saw that he
was In onrueM. "Dr. Chalek is here
now. 1 saw him when I came in.
But I've broken with him, honest 1

have. 1 haven't anything more to do
with him."

In order not to be observed crossing
the lloor to the door, Juve waited until
the next dance began. Then he had
Josephine waltz with him through the
maze of dancers. At the door, where
1'andor joined him, the detective gave
his card to the head waiter.

"See that gentleman dining on tho
balcony." lie Indicated the blond
bearded Dr. Chalek. "Take this card
to him, and say that Mr. Juve is wait-
ing for him downstairs."

The functionary went to do Juve's
bidding; and Josephine scurried back
to her table, fearful lest Fantomas
recognize the part she was playing in
hl.s discovery. The detective had no
hcsltaney in sending for Dr. Chalek,
since the only means of egress from
the balcony about the dining hall was
down the stairs at the foot of whicli
he now waited.

The two men watched Dr. Chalek as
he took Juve's card and listened to
the message brought by the headj
waiter. He did not seem disturbed by i

tne news, lie even snnieu, a sure in-

dication that he accepted the chal-
lenge to jnuttdi his wits against those
of the great detective. He excused
himself, and wnlked to the balcony
cloak room. Here he put on his over-
coat !witli9 its Jong cape, donned his
silk hat with an elegant gesture, tip-

ped the maid, and walked nonchalant-
ly down the stairs.

Juve and Fandor, hidden on cither
side the; stairway, waited for him to
reach the main, lloor. Then they step-
ped out and seized him by the arms.
He made no effort to free himself.
. ."Ah, gentlemen, you have me," he
smiled, "but do you know who I am?"

"That's all right who you are," re-

torted Juve. "We've got you. That's
enough for the present. Later on we
shall see if Dr. Chalek can set Loupart
free or accompany Fantomas to the
guillotine. Let's go."

Without losing his smile, Dr. Chalek
walked out of the restaurant. Juve
end Fandor kept tight hold of his
arms. They walked at a rapid pace
down the boulevard, wishing to put
their prisoner behind the bars as soon
as possible. Suddenly, when there
was no thought In the mind of cither
guard that Fantomas would seek to
escape, when they held him securely
by the arms, the bandit threw them
to the ground by a clever movement

which tripped them and sent them
suluulug. Slipping out of his over-

coat, Fantomas sprang into an auto-
mobile which had been trailing him,
and the car soon disapcared In. the
darkness.

Juve and Fundor had been tricked
by one of the most clever manoeuvres
Fantomas had ever executed. When
they fell, each carried With him half
tho cape of the overcoat. The gar-

ment hud been carefully planned so
that the scum in tho back parted; at
the slightest pull. Iustcud of having
safe hold of Dr. Chalek, the men had
been grasping rubber arms while the
rmarkuble criminal had been holding

the craftiest and most-darin- g

now appearing on the movlnjr

his own close ngajnst his body.

Part Three The Haunted Villa.

After Guru hud escaped tho guillo-
tine by substituting Vnlgrand for him-

self In the death cell, Lady Belthnm
had immured herself in n convent at
Neuilly. Here she remained us a
boarder while building her health
which had been shattered by the terri-
ble experiences through which she had
passed. If time did not pass happily
for her, at least it was passing quietly.
She was sincere In her efforts to for-

got. One day she received a letter
that told her she was still held by
chains of the past. "

"Dear Lady : Is It possible that
you still refuse to see me? Last
night I visited our deserted villa,
where you have so heartlessly had
set up a "For sale" sign.

"Be assured that I did not wake
tho gardener at the lodge. There
in the villa, alone, I spent the night
reviving the past.

"Lady Belthnm, I must see you
and speak to you. I shall wait for
you Wednesday nt midnight, In the
room which has been the witness of
so much of our happiness.

"Gurn."
All In n moment the unfortunate

woman was a prey to the conflicting
emotions of terror, joy and sorrow.
She still loved the man who was re-

sponsible for her downfall. Yet nt
the same time she feared him. She
know that she could not refuse to see
him. She knew tliat she could not
refuse to see him without paying the
penalty. She longed to see him with
a deep yearning, yet equally strong
within her was the desire to run awny
from him. She could arrive at no de-

cision. "Vacilatiug, hesitating, sho
spent her time In an agony of Inde-

cision. '

At midnight on the following Wed1
nesday a man stood in .a room on the
lower floor of the deserted Beltham
villa at is'eullly. In the darkness lie.'

Waited and listened. Soon an auto3
mobile- - was heard. It was brought
to a stop, and a moment later the
great front door of the villa was heard,!
to'open and close. ' Gum smiled ns he
heard a familiar step approaching
through the dark rooms.

Lady Beltham had struggled against
her desire to visit the man, but her
power over her was too great. She
entered the room and switched on the
light. Gurn was waiting for her, she
found, and despite her determination
her heart gave a great leap of joy.
What she had in mind to tell him, he
never knew; for after a short struggle
with her emotions Lady Beltham sur-
rendered her heart again to the man
for whom she had sacrificed so much.

When she left, she promised to re-

turn every Tuesday at midnight.
Dismayed by the sharp triok by

which Fantomas had made bis escape,
but still ns determined us ever to see
that he was brought to justice, Juve
sturted his search for the mysterious
and elusive criminal as soon us he got
to his feet on the boulevard. Your
true Parisian Is sensitive to ridicule,
nnd Juve felt how ridiculous he looked
as he snt on the pavement with hnlf
n capo and a rubber arm in his hands
while the clever criminal disappears
ed in an automobile.

The detective was not discouraged
because Fantomas was not to be. found.
masquerading as Dr. Chalek or Lou
part. He also decided that It would
be useless to watch Josephine. What
he could not get out of Ills head was
the thought that perhaps a clue might:
be found by watching the deserted
Belthnm villa at Neuilly. Taking
I'audor into his confidence, Juve asked
him to meet him there the following
day.

When the newspaper man reached
the villa, his friend was nowhere In
sight. Lounging near by was a fat
old sot who finally walked up to him
nnd touched him on the arm. Look-

ing at the man closely, Faudor saw
tliat he was laughing nt him. It was
iTuv.o, so cleverly disguised that he had
fooled his best friend.

"Come on," said the seeming lonfer,
"I'm glad to And you don't recognize
me. We've been prowling around here
so much that I thought I'd come this
time incognito."

At tho lodge gate they rang the
bell, which was answered by the gar-
dener.

"Pardon me," suld tho Journalist,
prompted by Juve, "this man told me
this villa was for sale when ho saw

mo searching in tho neighborhood for
a home. May I look through" It?"

The gardner was wclpleuscd at tho
thought of showing the place and took
them through tho premises. Every-

where the house had tho appearance
of having been closed for some time.
The furniture was dusty. The luxuri-
ously furnished rooms seemed to have
been without occupants for some time.
When questioned, the gardener could
give little information. There seemed
little he could give until the visitors
reached a room In what had been Lady
Bcltliam's own suite. There on u tn-bl- e

lay an Ink-stan- d, a pen and some
paper. It seemed as If they hud been
put there within the day. The Ink
had not dried In the well, and the pen
had not rusted.

"Are you writing your letters In this
room?" asked Juve. i

"I? Xo, sir. What made you
ask?"

"Some one has been using this pen
within the last two days."

To fliitl that this was known seemed
to embarrass the man greatly.

"I well, I don't want to say any-

thing but, honestly, sir, I believe the
place is haunted. You may laugh.
but every now nnd then at night 1

think I see a candle light in the house.
I know no one can get In. I don't
know what to think, sir."

"A light? That is queer, Isn't it?
Have the ghosts any special nights for
lighting their candles?"

Laugh, If you wish, sir, but I'm
positive that I see such a light every
Tuesday night."

"Have you tried to 11ml out about
the lights?"

The man shrugged his shouldes.
That Is not my business. 1 lock the

doors, and I always find them locked.
I haven't been ordered to do anything
else."

Juve and Fandor exchanged know
ing glances. They then passed to the
other rooms of the villa, but found
nothing to arouse their suspicions. In
the basement everything was in order.
In a large barrel used to collect rain-
water a bottle was floating, but it
could have been there for months. The
only other thing to arrest their atten-
tion was the enormous furnace.
Through any of Its pipes a man could
easily crawl.

Fandor Anally told the gardener
that the matter would be considered,
und the two men left. Yet they car
ried with them knowledge of every
nook and cranny In the house. They
could not have known It better if they
l.ud lived In It for years.

The following Tuesday night Lady
Beltham thought that she had arrived
nt the villa unobserved, but Juve and
Fnndor-Jin- d her well In view. After
watching her let herself In through a
small side door,, the two climbed over
the fence lu the shadow of a great
tiee and jumped Into the garc
Keeping well In the shade they made
.their way to the basementiof tifewilln

Meanwhile, the man they sought
had arrived. Upstairs Lady Beltham
was beseeching him to leave the coun-ti- y.

She promised to go with him and
begin life anew somewhere else.

"Have pity on me," begged the
woman. "! ennnot stand

the constant peril in which you live."
'Terhaps It would be best," he as

sented. "Sooner or later I shall be
backed Into a corner again and have to
light for my life."

At this the woman shivered.
"I'm cold. Please close that ven

tilntor."
Fantomns himself felt the chill of

the long closed house. ' He closed the
large grating through which n current
of cold air was coming from the base-

ment. Had he looked an Instant later
he would have found that It had been
opened again. Juve was there, hear-
ing every word the couple uttered.

"Very well," Fantomas decided.
"We'll go away together. But before
4 days have pnssed my silent execu-

tioner will have killed Juve In his own
bed, jus't ns he has killed others. I
shall leave his body os my final pres-

ent' for the police. Come, let us go."
. yiicn Juve nnd Fandor were able
to get out of thy house, no one was
in sight. An automobile was whirring
away in the distance.

Juve gave great thought to the
'words of Fantomas which were a

threat against him. The words "si-

lent executioner" reminded him of lhe
liody of the woman found In tho ofTlr e

of Dr. Chalek which Fantomas had
nought to make the police believe was
that of Lady Beltham. From the
cryptic words Fantomas had uttered
Juve was unable to decide Just what
kind of adversary he would have to
meet when at last he came to grips
with tho "silent executjoner."

Remembering thnt the body of tho
woman found nt Dr. Chalek's had the
appearance of having been crushed by
some terrible pressure, tho wily de-

tective took certain precautions. He
had one of his friends, a manufacturer
of harness, have made for him a large
leather belt and two leather urnj cov-

erings from which projected long
sharp nails. While wearing these
protective pieces, he was Immune from
nnv heavy pressure that nnv human
being could directly exert.- -

Remembering tho boast- - of Fanto-
mas that four days would not pnss
without the appearance of the silent

executioner, Juve put on his nrmor
nnd walled. Fandor helped him. The
plnn was for tho detective to He on
his bed In the darkened room, while
the Journalist concealed himself in n
large basket at the foot of the bed.
It was a warm night, mid the window
was open. A lamp ready for lightning
was on n til bio beside the bed.
' While the men walled they though
they heard an automobile stop lu front
of the house. Yot nothing hiippcucd.
The long minutes went with not a
sound to be hoiud but tho ticking 6f
tho clock. It "rois after midnight.
Finally the detective thought ho heard
a light sound ns of sonic one grazing
against the window sill. Then silence
again. Juve began to think that the
noise he had heard came from a dis-

tance.
Suddenly he felt something move

against his leg. He started to get up
to see what was on his bed when ho
was seized and bound as if with a

cable of steel. He felt the pressure
slowly but Irrcslstnhly increasing. He
struggled to fee himself. At Hrst he
did nut call Faudor. not knowing what
kind of danger he had to face. Yet
when the pressure began to be so
alarming that he feared he was about
to be crushed as wa- - the woman found
lr Dr. Chalek's olllee, lie cried for
help.

Fandor struggled out of his basket,
and rushed to liK friend's assistance.
Unfortunately, he upset the lamp and
was unable to make a light.

Meanwhile Juve felt the pressure
relaxing. Soon he was free. What
hud happened was that Fantomas had
released In the room agiaut

The great snake hud been
unable to crush the detect lye because
of his armor of nails. Unable to ac-

complish Its purpose, the boa had
slunk out the window through which
It had entered the room.

When Fandor dually was able to
light the lamp and rush to his friend,
he found Juve staggering about, still
suffering from the pressure that had
been exerted despite his protective
covering. Yet on his lips there was
a smile of triumph.

"What's the matter?"
"I have escaped the most terrible

of all deaths," replied Juve "but now
I urn certain that we shall catch Fan-
tomas. iij

Outside could be heard an automo-
bile ns it made a sudden start and
dashed down the street.

(To be continued)

It Couldn't Be Done

They were getting up a chnrlty con-

cert in the small provincial town, and
tho committee dcrermined to work
hard to make a great success of it.
Tho local magnates' and tradesman
wore called upon, nnd to one of the
latter, a coal merchant whose place
was somewhere in the North, an ap-
peal was duly made.

"Ah'm very sorry," was tho coal
merchant's reply to tho committee's
representative, "but Ah's stopped sub-
scribing tae a' these things."

"Well, you'll glvo ub an order for an
advertisement on the program?" sug-
gested the caller.

The coal merchant shook his head.
Then a sudden inspiration seized him.

"Ah tell ye what Ah'll dae, tho," ho
raid. Ah'll get ma dochter tae slag
for ye."

"Right you are," said the other.
"What will I put her down for?"

"Keep the Home Fires Burning."
"Can't be done," declared the concert

man, emphatically, folding up hi
papers, "If you won't subscribe I1I
tako Jolly good enre you 'get no free
advertisement on our program."

IF THE PEOPLE ARE IN FAVOR,

RIGSDAd WILL CONSIDER
SALE.

Tho islands of the "Duuish West
Indies," lying off the east end of
Porto Rico, will not be sold to the
United States unless the people of
Denmark vote in favor of the sale
und unless the Klgsdag or Danish Par-
liament then approves.

This has Just been decided by the
Parliamentary Committee in whose
hands the matter was left.
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Want Column
Please Mention This Paper In Reply-

ing to 'Ads."

BIO TYI'13 POLAND CHINAS Thoheavy boned and prolific kind. Pricesreasonable. Wrlto, your wants. H.
Foil, It 4, Ht, Marya. O.

TtlltMK MKN WWNTKD to sell mirn-er- y

stock; noijd proposition, 11. II.
IIAUMAN NUKKHHY CO., Inc., Gen-
eva, New York.

MION, WOM1JN EAHN $10-Jl- fi weekly
coinplltnu mimes and addinSses. Par-
ticulars, stamp, t'lyfton llyrd, Na-
tional Hank IUiIr., IJurhnni, N. C,

2AUN $iC weekly, spare time, writing
for magazines, experience unneces- -
sary, details free. I'cess syndicate
Co., Ht. Louis, Mo

YOUNG WIDOW worth $10,000 wishesto hear f i out gentleman, ::r, to 00;
enclose postage. Mis. AY. 1C. Hill,
BCiiO l.aKallo .St., l.os .. ngoles, Pnl

FAl-S- H TI:i:tI1 WANTHD, up to $!i setpaid. Whole or broken. Also high-
est prices for old irold, silver andplatinum. Stall to C. J. Htovoiison,Moeors, N. Y.

120 to :io:i ACitio faii.m on pay-
ments, 4 hours to Chicago; good
land. Cut this out. G. Oliver, Al-
legan, Mich.

nit; tyih i'oi.Axn chinas, choi.Immune. None better bred. Satis-faction or no sale. iiIk bone, ble'.'ViH1.1'' bK Utters. "Wrlto or come.1.1CVI ItUINHOMJ & SON, Route No.Fostorla, Ohio. . '

ADVERTISE your farm for sale. Wowill list your farm In Ji Ohio andMichigan farm weeklies for, 50c 'withorder, 24 words. Real results on this.Address Farm List, 33G Erlo St., To-ledo, Ohio.

READ "Ulrth Control." Especially In-teresting to newly married or to thosecontemplating marriage. Hy mall,sealed, with terms to agents 25c.Sterling Co., US Broadway, New-burg-

N. Y.

MAKE IJIG MONEY writing movingpicture plays In spare time. No cor-respondence course. Our easy,
"Hook of Instructions" tolls how.contains samplo play, list of com-panies buying plays. Send for freodetails. Special offer now. E--

Scenario Company, O. M. 609 V. 127thSt., New York.

Whether a regular wri-ter, or If you aro looking for bigmoney in spare time, send 26astamps for "Fakes or the Movies"and list of studios to date. A Hnimrdeal you won't want to miss, ifare anTibJect. t'hotoplayer. 33G ErlaSt., Toledo. ll)hlo.
FARMS If you want one or have on

for sale, or if you have poultry orstock for sale, send 00c cash for 21
word notice In best list weekly papers
In Ohio and Michigan. The result!aro sure. Address Farm Lists, 33B
Erie St., Toledo, Ohio.

FARMS FOR SALE 180 acres, withinl',4 miles from market, 71- - milesfrom Adrian, about 3 from HllsKlleld.very productive soil and crops on
farm to prove it. about 5 minutcHwalk from stop on Electric Line,plenty of buildings, well tiled, nicechunk of timber, plenty of fruit, willsell almost any way to suit purchaser
with $1,000 or $1,500 down, plenty oftime on balance. Price $123 an acre,
whicli is a very cheap farm.

ONE OF THE best farms in the county.
120 acres with No. t trood buildings,
plenty of water, well tiled and fenced,
on main road, 2 miles from Deertleld.can be bought for $13i an acre with
$2,000 down.

108 ACRES, lies between 2 good towns,
about 1 fa miles from one, and 3 fromanother, all line buildings, well tiled
and fenced, everything In No. 1 shape,
black clay loam soil and very produc-
tive. Wheat went 57 bushel to thacre last year and 35 this, corn andother crops are certainly flne. Price
$150 an acre with $1,500 or $2,00
down, plenty of time on the balance.

GO ACRES at $135 an acre'. All good" buildings, lies level, about .1 mile
from one town and 4 from another,can be bought with $1,000 down.

ANOTHER 60 ACRES, good buildings,
everything In good shape, 5 nl1i
from Adrian, $115 an acre with $1,00D
down.

HERE ARE some bargains for eithercnah or time buyers. The same farmrt
couldn't be bought for any Ie-a- by
paying cash, as the parties don't nee
the money.

I1;. L. THOMPSON, .ri Fast Maumee St.
Adrian, Michigan
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TALKING MACHINE SHOP
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