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RYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS,

CHAP. 1= Rotaming from Manbls, Captain
Selwyn, foemerly of the srmy. Is welooned
bhome b_vi hix sister, Ninn Gerard. her wealthy
huasband
ren,

“1 Infer,” olserved Selwyn blandly,
“that your father and mother are not
&t home. Perhaps I'd better stop in

Iater.”

“But you are golng 1o stay here,
aren't you? exclalmed Drina in dle-
may. “Don't you expect to tell us sto-
ries? Don't you expect to stay hbere

“HI, forrard !

and live with vs and put on your unl-
form for us and show us your swords
mnd pistols? Don't you?"

“We have walted such a very long
time for you to do thig,” added Billy.

“If you'll come up to the nursery
we'll have & drag hunt for you,” plead.
od Drina. “Everybody ls out of the
house, and we can make as much
nolse as we please! Wil you?"

“Haven't you any governesses or
nurses or something?' asked Selwyn,
finding himself already on the stair-
way and stll]l being dragged upward,

“Our governess s away,” said Billy
trivmphantly, “and our nurses can do
nothing with us."

“l don't doubt It,"” murmured Bel-
wyn, ‘“but where are they?"

“Somebody must have locked them |

in the schoolroom,” observed Billy
carelessly. *“Come on, Uncle Philip.
We'll have n first class drag hunt be-
fore we unlock the schoolroom and let
them out.”

Before Selwyn understood precisely
what was bappening he found him-
self the center of a circle of madly
racing children and dogs.

When there was wo mwore brenth left

" in the children and when the dogs lny

about, grinning and lolling. Drinn ap-
pronched him, blapnd and disheveled.

“That circns,” she explnined, “was
for your entertainment. Now will yon
please do something for ours?”

“What am I to tell you about—our
missionaries in Bulu?' said Selwyn.

“In the first place,”” began Drina.
“you are to lie down flat on the foor
and creep about and show us how the
Moros wriggle through the grass to
bolo our sentinels.”

“I don't want to get down on the
floor,” he said feebly. "Is It neces-
sary 7'

But they had discovered that he
could be bullied, and they had It
thelr own way, and presently Selwyn
lay prone upon the nursery floor im-
personnting 4 ladrone while pleasant
shivers chased themselves over Drina,
whom he was stalking.

And It was while all werea passion-
ately Intent npon the pleasing and
snakellke progress of thelr uncle that
a young girl in furs, ascending the
stalrs two at o time, peeped perfunc-
torlly Into the nursery as she passed
the hallway and halted amazed.

SBelwyn, sitting up rumpled and cross
legged on the floor, after having bo-
Joed Drina to eversbods's exquisite
satisfaction, looked around at the sud-
den rustle of skirts to catch a glimpse
of a wvanishing figure, a gllmmer of
ruddy halr and the white curve of a
youthful face balf buried In o mafl,

Mortified, e got to his feet, glanced |

out into the hallway and bhegan adjust-
Ing his attire.

“No, you don't! he sald wmlidiy, “1
decline to perform aguin. 1If you want

¥ more wriggling you must accom-
;ﬁsh It yourselves, Drioa, has your
governesi~by any unfortunale chance
—er—red haie®”

“No," suld the clihi, “and won't yon
please crawl across the floor and bolo
me—just once Mo

“Bolo me!" Insisted Billy.
been manglod yer!”

I hnven't

“Let Blly assassinate  somebody

himself. Aund, by the way, Drina, are
there any mulds our nurses or servants

Looked arvound at the rustle of skirts,

n this remarkable house who occa-
lonally wenr copper tinted balr and
k fox furs?'

Austin, and  thelbr numerous child- |
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wriggle"—
‘ “Who 18 ElleenT”

“Elleen? Why—don't you know who
BEileen is?"

“No, T don't," began Captain Selwyn,
! when a delighted shout from the chil-
dren swung him toward the door
| agnin. His sister, Mrs. Gerard, stood
there In carriage gown and sables, ra.
diant with surprise,

“Phil! You! Exactly llke you, I"hil-
Ip, 1o come strolling In from the antip-
odes—dear fellow!" recovering from
the fraternal cmbrace and holding
both lapels of his coat In her gloved
hands, “Six years!" she sald agaln
and agalp, tenderly reproachful. “Al-
exandrine was a baby @ slx— Drios,
child, do you remember my brother—
do you remember your Uncle Phillp?
Mbhe doesn't remember. You can't ex-

pect her to recollect. Bbe s only
twelve, I'hll"—
“l remember one thing," olwerved

Drina serenely.

Brother and sister turned toward her
In pride and delight, and the child
went on: “My Aunt Allxe; | remember
her, She was so pretty,” concluded
Dring, nodding thoughtfully in the ef-
fort to remember more, “Uncle Phil-
Ip, where Is she now?"'

Hut her uncle seemed to have lost
his volce as well as his color, and Mrs.
| Gerard's gloved fingers tightened on
the lapels of his coat.

“I pever dreamed,” she bLegan—“the
child bas never spoken of—of her
from that tlme to this! [ never dream-
«d she could remember’—

“I don't understand what you uare
talking about, wmother,” sald Drina,
but her pretty mother caught her by
the shoulders, striving to speak light-
1¥. “Where in the world is Bridger,
(chlld? Where Is Katle? And what is
all this I bear from Dawson? It can't
be possible that you have been fox
bunting all over the house again!
Your nurses know perfectly well that
you are not 1o bunt anywhere cxcept
i your own nursery. Such a house-
hold, I'hil!  Everybody Incompetent,
Including me; everything topsy turvy,
and nll five dogs perfectly possessed to
lie on that plnk rug in the music room.
| Have they Dbeen there today, Drina,
| while you were practicing?”

“Yeg, and there are some new spots,
mather, 'in very sorry.”

“Take the children away!" sald Mrs,
Gerard to the nurses. She Lbent over,
kissing ench culprit os the file panssed
out,  “What do you think of them?
You never before saw the three young-
est. You suw Drina when you went
east, nod Billy was a few months old,
What do you thing of them? Honestly,
Phil™”

“All to the good, Ninette; very orna-
mental.  Dirina and that Josephine
kidl are renl beauties, l—er—take to
Bllly tremendously. He told me that

|h:-‘sl locked up his nurses, 1 ought to
have interfered, It was really my
fault, you see.”

“And you dldn't make him let them
lout? You are not golng to be very
| good morally for my young. Tell me,
Phll, have you seen Austin?”

“T went fo the trust company, but
he was altending a directors’ confab,
How s he? He's prosperous anyhow,
1 observe,” with a humorous glance
jaround the elaborate ballway which
| they were traversing.

“Don’t dare jaugh at us!” smiled his
slster. T wish we were back in Tenth
street.  But so’ many children ¢ame—
Bllly, Josephine. Winthrop and Tinn—
. and the Tenth street house wasn't half
| blg enough, and n dreadful speculn-
|tl\'e.- bullder bullt this house and per-
| suaded Austin to buy It. You're golng
| to stay here?"

“No: I'm at the Holland."

“Of conrse you're to llve with us,
You've resigned  from  the service,
haven't yon¥"

He looked at ber sharply, but dil not
reply.

A curious flash of telepathy passed
| between them, 8he hesitated: then:
“You once promiged Austin and me
hat you would stay with ns."

“Put, Nina"—

"“No, no, no! Walt.,"” pressing an clec-
trie button. “Watson, Captain Selwyn's
lugmige 18 to Le brought here Immedi-
| ately from the Holland! Tmmediates
Iy™ And to Selwrn: “Austin will not
| be at home before half past 6. (‘ome
ap with me now and see your quars
| ters, a perfectly charming place for
| ¥ou, with your own smoking room and
| dressing closet and bath, Walt, we'll
| take the olevator—as long ns we have
one.”*

Smilingly protesting, yet touched by
the undisgulsed sincerity of his wels

romy, he suffered himsell™ to be led
into the elevator—a dainty white and
rose rococo nffalr, Fis slster adjusted
& tloy lever; the car moved smoothly
upward and presently stopped, aod
they emerged upon o wide landing.

“Here," suld Ning, throwing open a
door, “lsu't this comfortable? Is there
anythlog you don't faucy about it? If
there 18, tell we frankly,”

“Little sister,” be suld, hoprisoplug
both her hands, “it 14 & paradise, but
I don't intend to come here snd sguat
on my relatives, and 1 woa't!"

“Phllip! You are cowmmon!"”

“Olh, 1 koow you uund Austin thiuk
you want me."

“Phuiit

“No. Elleen does. Won't you please |

“All right, dear. I'll-it's awfully
generous of you—ao 1I'll pay.you a visll
for a little while. You are very kind,
Nipette.” He sat partly turned tron'
Ler, staring at the sunny window. |
Presently he alld his band back along
the bed covers untll it touched aund
tightened over hers. And In sllence |
she raised it to her lips.

They remained so for awhile, be st
partly turned from her, his perplexed
and parrowing gase fixed on the win-
dow, she pressing his clinched hand
to her lips, thoughtful and sllent,

“Before Austin comes,” he sald at
length, “let's get the thing over and
buried ns long ns it will stay buried.”

“Allxe Is here," she sald gently. “Did
you know t?"

He nodded,

“You know, of course, that she's .
married Jack Ruthven?’ '

He nodded agaln.

“Are you on leave, Phil, or have you
really resigned?”

“nem.d."

“1 knew It,” she sighed.

He sald: “As 1 did not defend the |
suit 1 conldn't remaln 1o the service
There's too much sald about us any-
way--about us who are appolnted from
civil life. And then to have that hap-

i |

“Phil, do you still care for ber?" I

“1 ww sorry for ber."

After n painful asllence his slster
sald, “Could you tell me how It began |
Phuy"

“How It began? | don't know that
elther. When Bannard's command
took the fleld 1 went with the scouts
Alixe remained In Manlla. Ruthven
was there for Fane, Harmon & Co.
That’s how It began, | suppose, and
it's a rotten climate for morals, and
that's how it began.”

“Only that?

“We had had differencea, It's been
one misunderstanding after another.
If you mean was | mixed wp with
another woman—no! Bhe knew that'

*“She was very young, PhiL"

He nodded. *“I don't blame her.” |

“Couldn't anything have been donef"

“If it could, neither she nor 1 did it

. Austin Gerard, big, smooth shaven, hu-

'a few days"— begann Selwyn, but his

lema. You nhall have them. Dear, be-
Heve me, fow men as young as you, as
attractive, as human, as lovable, as
affectionate as you, willfully ruin thelr
lives because of a hurt pride which
they mistake for consclence. You will
understand that when you become con-
valescent. Now kiss me and tell me
you're much obliged, for 1 hear Aus-
tin'a volce on the stalrs.” .

“Well, we've buried It now,” breath-
ed Belwyn. “You're all right, Nioa,
from your own standpoint. and I'm
ot going to make a stalking nulsance
of myself, No fear. little slster. Hel-
lo"—turning swiftly—"here's that pre-
posterous husband of yours™

They exchanged a firm hand clasp,

morously Inclined toward the ruddy
heaviness of successful middle age;
Sclwyn, lean, bronzed, erect and direct
in all the powerful symmetry and per-
fect health of a man within sight of
maturity.

“Ninn's good enongh to want me for

- “Now | must go.”
best,” she conciuded. with a satisfied
wigh, and dropped Into a chalr besid:
| her brother,
| "1 should say,” observed Selwyn,
of wan ™

“Yes. but | am selecting the vie
fim,” replied his sister demurely.

big brother-in-law laughed scornfully:
“A fow days! We've got yon now!"

And to his wife: “Nioa, 1 suppose I'm “Oh! Are yout Alresdy?"
due to lean over those infernal klds be- |  ““Teniatively,”
fore 1 can have a minute with your ' sy,

brother. Are they In bed yet? Al
right, Phil. We'll be down in a min-
ute. There's tea and things In the 1}
brary. Make Elleen give you some."

Pleroprors

ANDS clasped bebind his
back, Selwyn stood In
the center of the llbrary,
considering his environ-

"Sodbury Gray, | think, with Beott
| Innls for un vuderstudy, perhaps the
| Draymore mon us alternate—! don't
| know: there's time.”
| “Plenty,” be sald vaguely, staring

into the Are, where a log bhad collapsed
| Into Incandescent ashes,

Bhe contipued to talk about Elleen
until she poticed that his mind was on
other wmatters. Hls preoccupled stare
enlightened ber. She sald nothing for
awhlle.

But be woke up when Austin came in
and rettled his big body in a chair,

4 ment with the grave, ab- “Drioa, the little minx, called me
sent alr habitual to him | back on some fiimsy pretext"” be said,
when brooding. And as be stood there | Felighting bis eclgar. "I forgot that

“that shie’s equipped for the slaughter .

pathy and Interest aia 1.
child misses her father on an
such as this—the beginning of
first step out into: the world.
Men do not understand what it means
to Gerald doesn't, I'm sure. I've

£

are aware of. You are among your
own people, anyhow!"

. L] . L] L] L L] "

His own people! The Impatient ten-
derness of his sister's words had been
sounding in his ears all through the
evening, They rang out clear and in-
sistent amid tumult of the dinner.
He bheard thefn In the laughlng confu-
slon of youthful volces. They stole
into the delicate undertones of the mu-
gic to mock him. The rustling of sllk
and lace repeated them. The high
heels of satin slippers echoed them in
Irony.

His own people!

The scent of overheated flowers, the
sudden warm breese eddying from a
eapricions fan, the mourning thrill of
the violins, emphasized the emphasis of
the words,

And they sounded sadder and more
meaningless now to him, here In his
own room, until the monotony of thelr
recurrent mockery began to unnerve
bim.

He turned on the electricity, shrank
from it. extinguished it And for a
| long time be sat there In the dark-

neas of early morning, his unfilled pipe

wlutehed in hjs nerveless hand,
To e cotithiraed
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a sound nt the door mroused him, and | time was goiog, aod she was wily |

he turned to confront m young girl in | enough to keep me talking until Miss
bat, vell and furs, who was lelsurely | Palsely caught me at it and showed
advancing toward him, stripping the me out. | fell you" turning on Sel
gloves from a palr of very white bands, | Wyn. “children are what make

“How do you do, Captaln Selwyn?" | worth wh"- He ceased abruptly at a

life |

or knew how to do it, 1 suppose. It | she sadd. *1 am Efleen Erroll, and 1
went wrong from the beginning. It am commissioned to give you some tea
was founded on froth. She had been Nina and Austin are In the nursery
engaged to Harmon, and she threw telling bedtime stories and hearing as-
him over for Boots Lansing. Then | sorted prayers. The children seem to

came glong. Boots bebaved Illke a | be quite erazy about you. | congratu-
thoroughbred. That is ail there Is to ¢ “Inte you on your
{t—inexperience, romance, trouble. She popularity.”

couldn't stand me, she couldn't stand
the life, the climate, the Inconven-
fences, the absence of what she was |
accustomed to. She was dead tired of

“Did sou see
me in the nurs-
ery on all
fours?" Inquired

it all. 1 can understand that And Selwyn., recog-
we went under, that's all-—fighting nlzing  her!
each other heart and soul to the end. bLronze red hair.
1s she happy with Ruthven? | never | Untelgned
knew him and never cared to, 1 sup- laughter was his
pose they go about in town &mong answer Hel

the yellow set. Do they?’

“Yes, I've met Alixe once or twice.
She was perfectly composed, formal,
but uvpnembarrassed. She has shifted
ber milleu somewhat. It began with
the influx of Ruthven's friends from
the ‘yellow' sectlon of the younger
married set—the Orchils, Fanes, Min.
sters and Delmour-Carnes. By the
way, I'm dipping into the younger set
mysellf tonight on Elleen's account. 1
brought her out Thursday, and I'm |
giving a diuner for her tonight."

lnughed, too, not |
© very heartily.

“My first
glimpse of our|
legendary nurs-
ery warrlor wos
certainly aston:
ishing." she sald,
looking around |
ut bim with
frank malice.
Then, quickly:
A youny girk in hat *But you dow’t

“Who's Eilecen?" bhe asked. and furs mind, do you?

“Elleen? Why, don't you—why, of | [t's all in the family, of conrse.”
courte you don't know yet that I've “Of course,”” he agreed with good
taken Elleen for my own. Elleen 18 | grace; “no use to pretend diguity here;
Molly Erroll's dnughter, and the courts | yoy all see through me In a few mo-
sppointed Austin and me guardians | pents”
for her and for her brother Gerald.” She bad given him his ten. Now she

“Oh!" sat upright in her chair, smiling, dis-

“Now is it clear to you?" tralt, her hat eastinpg s luminous

“Yes," be said, thinking of the rag- ghydow across bher eyes; the fluflfy furs,
edy which had left the child so utter- | gg)jen from throat and shoulder, settied
ly alone in the world save for her | loosely around her walst.
brother and a distant kinship by mar- ' Glancing up from ber short reverle
riage with the Gerards. | 8he encountered his curlous gaze,

For awhile he sat brooding, arms | «panjeht s to be my first dinper
loosely folded, Immersed once more 10 ganee. you know,” she sald. Faint
his own troubles. . . | tints of excltement stained her white

“It seems a shame,” he sald, “that a f skin; the vivid scarlet contrast of her !
family like ours, whose name has al- | mouth was almost startling. *“On
ways spelled decency, shonld find them- | Thyreday I was introduced,” she ex-
selves entangled In the very things | ,igined, “and now I'm to have the gay-
thelr race hos always hated and | oot winter 1 ever dreamed of. .And
:nnt.l'ﬂlzﬂd to avoid. And through me | ppy going to leave you in & moment if
00.

Nina doesn't hurry and eome. Do you
*But no disgrace touches you, dear g9 y B 03
she sald tremulously. “Of course | mind," be protested

*“1've been all over that, too,” be sald,
with quiet bitterness. *“You are part-
ly right; vpobody e¢ares in this town,
Even though 1 did not defend the sult,
nobody cares. And there's no disgrace,
I suppose, If nobody cares enough even
to condone. Divorce Is no longer no-
ticed; it is a matter of ordinary occur-
rence, a matter of routine In some
sets.  Who cares except decent folk?
And they only think it's a pity and
wouldn't do It themselves, If Alixe
found that she cared for Ruthven I
don't blame ber. Laws and statutes
can't govern such wmatters., If she
found she no longer cared for me, 1
could not blame ber, But two people
mismnated bave only one chance in this
world—to live thelr tragedy through |
with digulty. That Is absolutely nll
life holds for them; beyond that, out-
slde of that dead line, treachery to
self and ruce and civilization! That is
my conclusion after a year's experi-
ence in hell" He rose and began to
pace the floor, fingers worrying his
mustache. “Law? Can a law which
Y do not accept let me looss to risk i
all ngain with another woman?"

She sald slowly, Ler hands folded in
ber lap: “It 18 well you've come to|
me at last. You've been turning round |

and round in that wheeled cage untll| ™, 0,
You think you've made enormous ln'og-L Bho's only nineteén; pathetically ue-

ress, and you haven't. Dear, listen |®P0lied—a perfect dear. Men are go-
to me. What you houestly beileve to 10 10 Fave over hor and-—not apoll ber,
Quu: n:: l:‘?n;;:?u hltuhmn&'lil::l:dh:’:m l'i‘: | thick, ruddy, lustrous copper tint? And
elreliog reasonlng of a hurt mind—an Wllli‘lllllt‘!’ i's like gold afire! An:d
atellgenco sl numbed trom abock, & 8, B ke wnow and peaches! Shes
::_::co;::np;{:l ‘:;:acll;l::m:]w;:gu:: l! ¢lsed and groomwed and hardened any
1 tell ou your life s not Buabed. 1t {Filed rom the hery besianing every
ties, na{r faces, new scenes, n:; pwtl'ﬂke my own bables. T've done my |

aminbly, “but I suppose you wish to
devote severnl hours to dressing.”

She npodded, “Such a dream of a
gown! Nina's present! Yon'll see it I
hope Gerald will be bere to see it. He
promlised. I hope you'll like my broth-
er Gernld when you weet him. Now
I must go."

Then, rising and partly torning to
collect her furs:

“It's quite exciting to have you here.
We will be good friends, won't we?
And I think I had better stop my chat-
ter and go. because my cunning little
Alsatinn maid Is not very clever yet
Goodby."

She stretched out one of her amaz-
ingly white hands across the table, giv-
ing him n friendly leave taking and
welcome all In one frank handshake,
and left him standing there, the fresh
contnct still cool in his palm.

Nina ¢éame In presently to find him
seated before the fire, one hand shad-
ing his eyes, and as he prepared to
rise she rested both arms on his shoul-

ders, foreing him Into his chalr again
“Bo you have bewitched Elleen, too,
| have yout" she sald tenderly, “Isn't
she the sweetest little thing 7
“Bhe's—ah—as tall ns | am,” he sald,

blinking at the fre.

| tory,"” begun Austin cordially.

gentle tap from his wife's foot, and

Selwyn looked up.

Whether or not he divined the Inter-
ference, he sald very quietly: “I'd rath-
er have bad children than anything in
the world. They're about the best
there Is In life. 1 agree with you,
Austin.”

His sister, watching him askance,
was relleved to see his troubled face
become serene, thongh she divined the
effort.

“IKids ure the best,” be repeated,
smiling at ber. “Falling them, for
gecond cholee I've token to the labora-
tory. Some day I'll Invent something
and astoulsh you, Ninu.”

“We'll it you up n corking labora.
“There
is™'—

“You'te very good Perhaps you'll
all be civil enough to move out of the

| house If | peed wore room for bottles

and retores."'—
“Of course Phil must have Lis labora:
tory,"” Insisted Ninw, “There's loads

| of upused room o this big barn, only

you don't mind being at the top of the
house, do you, P'bilg"

“Yes, | do. | want to be in the
druwing room or somewhere so that
you all may enjoy the odors aud get
the bepefit of premature explosions.
O, ¢come now, Auatin, If you think
I'm golog to plaot myself bhere on
you''—

“Don't opDotice hbim, Austin” sald
Ninn; “he only wishes to be implored.
And by the same token you'd both
better let me implore you to dress!"
She rose and bent forward in the fire-
light to peer at the clock, “Goodness|
Do you creatures think I'mm going to
give Eileen half an hour's start with
her mald and 1 carrylog my twelve
years' handicap too? No, Indeed! I'm
decrepit, but I'm golng to dle fighting.
Austin, get up! You're horribly slow
anyhow. Phil, Austin's man—such as
he is—wlll be at your disposal, and
your luggage 18 unpncked.”

In the hallway BSelwyn aond Austin
encountered a radlant and bewildering
vislon awaiting them—Elleen In all her
glory.

“Wouderfull” sald Gerard. patting
the vision’s rounded bare arm as he
hurried past. *“Fine gown, fine girl!
But I've got to dress, und so has Phil-
Ip.” He mennt well,

“Do you lke 1t, Captaln Selwyn?"
asked the girl, turning to confront
bimm where he hod balted. *Gerard
Isn't coming, and—1 thought perhaps
you'd be Interested.”

The formal, half patronlziog compli-
ment on bis roogue's tip remained
there unsald, [Me stood sllent, touched
by the faint undervinging wistfulness
In the laughing volce that challenged
his opinion, and something within bim
responded Io tlme:

“Your gown Is u beauty; such won-
derful lnce. Of course anybody wonld
know it came stralght from Parls or
from some other celestinl reglon.”

She colored enchantingly and, with
pretty, frank lmpulse, beld out both
her hands to him,

“You are a dear, Captailn Selwyn! It
Is my first renl dlnner gown, and I'm
quite mad nbout it, and somchow 1
wanted tha family. to share my mad-
ness with me. Nina will. She gave it

to me, the darling. Austin admires ft,
too, of course, but bhe doesu't notice
such things very closely, and Gerald
Isu't here. Thank you for lettlng me
show It to you before I go down."

Bhe gave both his hands a friendly
little shake and, glancing down at her
gkirt in bLllesful cousclonsness of Its
perfection, stepped backward into her
oWn room,

Later, while he stood at bis dresser
constructing an lmmaculate koot in his
white tle, Nina knocked.

“Hurry, Phll! Ob, may Il come in?
You ought to be downstalrs with us,
you know,
you to be g0 nice to Elleen, The chlld
had tears lo ber eyes when [ went in
Oh, just a single dlamond drop in each

And It was very sweet of |
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Invrure within three months, B .

0. T. CHATIBERS,
PHARMACIST,

Opp.D, & W, Station, HONESDALE, {PA.

WHEN THE ENGINE COMES

is no time o bie regrobting vouy negleet
to gt insared,  ARltle care beforehand
i worth more than any  wmonnt, of re-

gred.

KRAFT & CONGER,

General Insurance bgents

HONESDALE, PA,

LET US TAKE CARE OF
YOUR EYES?

It will pay you to call at the

! finely equipped
GOLDEN'S OPTICAL PARLORS
U South Midn S, CARBONDALE, PA

e S T



