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Ehe's mute, !lu PO, WAL ey
Whate'wr | nehk

Yot all | noed s it t

The voly t of Lier lis { 1o lienr

The rosevud eall e Shepherd, dear—
Clarinda’s shy

o I nny

arinda's ahis

The rosehid ponts anil Blde mae henos
g Whate'er | nak
Vet ald 1 oseed bsbitst o hold,

For sho has fiever bion embirnved,
T'hve Uving circle of her walet
Clariniin's shy

Ularinds's uhy,
Her pinky cirs, those Invely
Whene'or | spenk
She floods npace with rain of gold.
Yot all 1 nak ts only this.
To melt npon her anow a K
Clarindn's ehy

shiclln,

Norman fiale

SAVED BY LIGHTNING

The effoct of the electrienl phenome
non om the nerves of finely strung indi
vidnala is not nnlike that commnnieated
by a sudden and soveve fright when the
pontrolling nower of the brnin sectis on
tirely ent off from notion
strongor nerves the effcet s not
nnleas nt #omo former period the norvong
svetem hns been sevorely shoeked, nne

ven «tunned, v the £ an elected
puyrent,

No perdon hns hivd more Frogquent dem
onstration of this foct than myeell,

I am strong nnd rolmat by natore and
wonld georp the fdea of being nervons
I have several times been pliveed in poe
eulinrly dangerous positions, whero con-
sidernblo nerve and pluck were required
for the right performance of my duty
and on nll stich oceasions 1 have neguitted
myself to the satisfaction of all my
Rt hrave nnd strong na [ am
in the feee of most dangors, T am wenk
and helpless in a heavy thunderstorm.,

Sinee a certain memorable night in

In persans of

irco of

I wax otily too glad to seek the shelter of
the honse neain,

When the small ofiee clock strack 0,1
conld stand it wo longer, bt donning
my cloth ¢np and coat T opened the door
to sally forth agnin.  As | did so the
ghrill shirick of a woman greeted my nas-
tonished wira

At first | concluded that it wia the
work of the wind, but a second time the
ery rose nhove the storm, elear nnd dis- |
tinet. There wat no mistaking the sonnd
It was the cry of awomnn in distross, 1
anil enme ont of the storm not fur dis:

"

; r.‘-_!-irhnl along the platform with an
answoering shont and had not gone for
before 1 encountered a womnn ingger
ing nlong the track

“What's the matter® 1 ingnired in as
loud n volee na 1 eanld eommani

“For heaven's sako, comne  quick!™
shricked wildly, “Come quick! The
train has run off the line! Al nre lost
my hnsband—my chill—dend —dead!"

The horrible situntion fashed over my
bewililered senses in o moment,  Just
prrovend the crnrve win o doep crossing, and
the rain must have svashod down the em-
bankment in time to wreeek the ovening
EXPress, Thiz womnn wos the n'.',|_\' onie |
snved, amd sho lued © cenpgeed to crawl ap

rhe

to the station for tance
I Belped the women upoon to the plat ‘
form. o tald hee o hgere inte 1the sta

Hon honse amd walt nntil

Then, with lnntern in hawl, |
a ran toward the scene of the disas
It wae barely o quorter of o mnl 1 .1h
1. bt it geemed ages to e before

rotuarn

I renched it |
All quivt; not wowoun nor shrisk }
| of any 11l eomlid be heard, The storm

| current of water, bnt everything—so (ar

1868 1 have been nbsurdly sneceptible to |

the influence of electricity in any form,
and it is am ensy matter for me to pre-
diet a rising storm long before it has
eome up by the condition of the ntmos
phere and the effect it bhas upon my
nerves.

1 was telegvaph operator nt a swmnl!
way station on a northern railway. My
duties consigted in signaling the trains

that passed hy my door, selling tHickets |

dnd acting as telegraph operator.,

These combined. duties kopt me busy,
and ns there was searcely o houss within
two miles of the station the quietness of
the place wonld have been unbearable
had 1 been nt leisure to notice it, But
when my work was finished, late in the
afternoon, 1 alwaye found n short thue

| todevote to reading before the evening

express came in, and this wassoon looked
forward to with genuine delight by me
ns p relief from my other duties.

The express was not always up to
time, and [ frequently found mysel!
waiting until 8 o'clock before she ar
rived, reading, walking and otherwiso
passing the time as pleasantly ns possible,

1 wns engnged in the former ocoupa-
tion ranther earlier than nsnal one warm
suliry nfternoon in Angust.

The weather had been so excessively
hot that I had been compelled to Iny axide
all superfloous garments and to do my
work in my shirt sleeves. It wns just
such a day 05 alwayscloses with n heavy
thunderstorm.

Abont 8 o'clock the atmesphere began
to change, A few clouds appearcd u;nl:
the westorn horizow, and the sonnds of
distant thunder could be faintly he ml.

A gentle breeze swayed the pines and
rustlod the green leaves of the tall oaks.
I thought at the time that it had a
monrnful, ominons sonnd, and as the
distant ery of a loon foll upon iy ear
an nnneconntable shiver ran through me,

I langhed at my own fears and arose
from my feot to dispel all gloomay fore-
bodings, and began to lock up things
around the freighthouse before the
storm was upon me.  When this was fin
ished, I returnad to my seat and watched
the clonds soud across the now dark
heavens,

In a little while the rain began to de-
scend in torrents, pattering npon the tin
roof of the station house like loaden
bullets. Tho thuunder pealed out with
hoavy reverberations, and the lightning
was fuirly blinding.

1¢l up my instrument in the of.
lw and did not approach it sgain until

the storm had passed. To have tam-

L with it in such tempest wonld

ve been folly. The lightning, as it

, played with the wire and the keys

hun unpleasant mpnper and medo me
move farther awey frowm it

For half an bour the storm continned
with unabated fury, and all along the
track littlo rivers of rainwater were surg-
grown suddenly , and it was impos-
sible to discern an ohjwt twenty yards
off. The usual time for the mrival of
the evening express had , and stil)
no indication of her had been re-
ceived. This did not seem strange to me,
ns thero was some danger of the track
being washed out at different crossings.
nnd it was probable that some delay
wonld be cansed.

I felt the lonesomencss of position
extremely that night. Whuz:n{
out of the window into the nmrl:y dark-
ness and heard the fitful rush of the
wind through the pines and tremblo at
the heavy crash of the thundor, I was
forced to admit that I did not enjoy the
sitantion.

LI o,
Hoe could oom

train, but on each occasion I wasmer
such o blast of wind and min tha

I

still raged aronmd, 1 looked dosen the
embankment, expecting to see a heap of
broken, twisted fron mixed np with the |
dead and dying passengers.

I then exomined the crossing and
found the line in good comdition. A
small slip il been enused by o lnrge

ns [ could see—wns in porfect order.

What eonld it all mean? And in an
agony of fear and dread I stood still and
thought. In my excitement 1 had not
asked the woman whero the accident
had happened, but teok it for granted
that it was at the crossing,

It midghit be half & mile further on, or
it might be a mile or more, 1 reasoned. |
But, at nll events, it would be better to
return to the station and get the right |
place from the woman's own lips, Sol |
turned my faco in the direction of the
station onee more and began ronning |
with all my strength,

As I Imirried along 1 glaneed oecnsion- |
ally at the line to soe if it wns in gooid
condition. When 1 reachied the new |
ewitch, swhich wasnsed for siding trains,

I suddenly stopped. The switch was
tarned. 1 oonld not believe it possible |
that I hnd been so enreless ns to lenve it
in such s condition. 1f the express shonld
come slong when it was tarmed, nothing
conld save her from being dashed down
o steep embankment.

While 1 was still wondering at the
strange condition of things I heard the
long, shrill shriek of the belated and, ns
I supposed, wrecked express. The next
moment the headlight of the engine rush-
ed in sight nround the curve and made |
long path of light along the line,

There was evidently no accident, but |
there would be one in a few moments if |
the brake was not turmed back.,

This conld ho done in one way only—
by reaching the station before the train |
reached the switell, and twrning the
heavy lever that connected the two.
Could 1do it? 1 started Tor the station
om i dead run,

I do not know bow I reached it, 1 was
dimly conscions  of ronning  blindly
throngh the dorkness, stumbling ngninst
the rails, nod finally leaping upon the
platform, seizing the iron lover desper-
ntely in both hands |

1 hered the heavy bolts fly dnto their |
sockets, and then, before [ conld “key”
it, the heavy wheels rumbled over the
awitch. It seemed for o mement that
the heavy pressuro would jerk the lever
ont of my bands, but 1 elung to it tenn-
clously, and tinally the lnst wheel rom-
bled over the fatal place.

The evening express did oot nsually

gstop at the setation, but merely slowed |

up to seeif there were any passengers.
Bat before I eonld recover from my ex-
citement the long line of bluck carringes
wore bronght to a standstil and the
guard wus huseying toward me,

“Jim," he sadd, *“toke this package and
lock it up securely in the safe until called
for. Be very eareful of it, forit is some-
thing valuable, 1 will explain later,"

Then, without waiting for a reply, he
shoved a small, heavy parcel intg my
hands, blow his whistle and leaped npan
the train.

The next moment the long line of car-
riages was swiftly flying southward, and
I waa once more alone.

By this time 1 felt so thoroughly ex-
haustexl by thoe excitement and strain
upon my nerves that I reeled into tho sta-
tion like a drunken man,

I dropped into o chair, completely be-
wildered. Tho pareel lay before me,
but I took no notice of it, my thoughts
being busy with the strange ovents of
tho evening.

There were nosignsof the woman whe
had started me off to find the wreeked
train. In fact, 1 folt too tired to search
for her, She had sent me on s wild goose
rhaso nhd came near causing tho death
of many people, and to my mind sho
seemed to deserve punishment littlo short

Tho storm was still raging without
The thunder shook the station to its
foundation, and the wind helped to make

it soem liko n cxadle rocked with invisi-
ble hands.

l H'"Iﬂ.llll’*l L llll Il in my chmr, stanng
blankly at the wall for probably 10 min-
ttew, A thomsand  thonghts and con. |
jeotures flashed through my  braiu dur
i that thme. sl then, as FHnvoluntarily ‘
turned my bead, 1 started baek with o |
nervons jump.  In the doorway stoe] |
the woman who had told me abont the

“Good henvenst” | eried, “what is the
mesning of thisd"

She similod, displaying her white téoth, |

“The meaning of whit?” she asked o
the quistest manner possihle,

I jumped from my chair

OFf what? 1 shouted. “OF telling
moe that thw express had jumped the
track—that vour bhosband and child
wero dead,  That's whit, madam.”

She langhed softly

“That wits a riieo to get you to leave
the station,” she replied. “*You are such
a hom# body that [ conldn’t get yon to
wo ont in the storm unless | resorted to
o trick, But you camo nenr defeating
my purpose, after all.  Yon turned that
switch back in itk proper place just in
thoe ek nf Hme ®

“Yes, and you rorned it wrong In the
first plvie, didn't youd™

“Yeu, | did.”

“You she fiond™ | eried au 1 gnzed on

| her in utter nbhorrenee

SDon't eall e bard wiones, It makos
me think that yon don’t npprovinte my
company, wid I'm so sensitive!”

“Do yory know what wonld have hing
lu-!u"l i1 had pot ol that switeh
Into its proper position?

Another light lnngh.

“Oh, ves, 1 know,

*1 don't think yon do

“Yon want to deaw me out, 1 see
Man, if von hoadn't righted that switch
n dozen or wore wortals wonld have
been hurled into eternity, and yon would
be tried for muarder. | lind no grodge
against you and shonld have preferred
to have the troin wrecked near the eross.
ing, bt as that conldn’t Le | thought
I'd throw her off near the sawiteh. But
yon saved hor and came near balking
my plana. That stupid gunrd, who im-
agines himself so elever, arranged every-
thing so nicely that he will be surprised
tomorrow when yon tell him the whole
story.”

“Are you erazy? | naked.

“No, my dear. 1 never was saner than
I am ut this moment!"

“Pray what are you driving at then
I'd like to know?"

o1 will enlighten yon, Yon ses that
little parcel on the table, which your
friend the gunrd let yon keep for hime”

I Inid my hand on the parcel and gaye
ber n sindster look,

“Well, what of it? | nsked.

“It containg n sum of money anywhere
between L5,000 and £10,000,

“Indead?” 1 suid contemptuonsly.

“Yea, [t was to be sont to Edinbargh
today, and ns two or three of ns gol
wind of the affair wo concluded to stop
it. By soms strange mistake on our
purt the guard heard of oor little plan
at the other end of the road, and so to
balk na he left it here with yon, At the
same time I concluded to play a donble
game and get the whole treasure for
myself. For that purpose | called yon
out and turned the switch in order to
wrock the train and so get hold of the
money. You interfered and saved the
train, bnt not the parcel. [t is now in
your hands, snd I will ask yon to hand
it over without demur.”

She wmado one step toward the desk,
bat [ leaped toward it and grasped the
parcel in both hands.

“Never!” | shooted. 'This goes into
the safe, and [ warn yon to get out be
fore | pitch you ont.”

“Ha, ha, ha, ha!"
svely:
wonld
money,
ponmes,”

Throwing back the cloak which en
voloped her stnall form, she stood befors
me w wiry leoking man, with plercing
dark eyes.  In tho vight hand s jowelod
pistol glistensd in the lnmp lght, and
the hand that held it was aa cool and
stondy na possible. | glunced into the
small barrel of the pretty plaything and
shuddered.,

“Younosedn't be frightened,” continued
my strange visitor 1 . the same oasy
tones. I den't care to commit murder
if 1 can help it, bnt don't drive me to
desperation.”

At this I pecovered my sell possession
and began te think of & way to get near
enough to grapple with this desperate
villain. Insuch an encounter 1 know |
could easily handle him. A sudden,
heavy blast of wind, followed by o blind
ing flash of lightning, fairly stunned us
for a moment,

“That was a terrible fiash,” 1 said, no-
ticing that my companion slightly paled
“Yon are not afraid of lhtmder are
you?

He recovered himself in o mnmnm.

“Afraid? No, you idiot!” he replied
“But give me that money, or I'l send a
bullet through your head.”

“One moment!" I cried.

“Not a"—

Tho sentence was never finished. There
waa o peal of thunder that scemed to
rend the heavens in twain, and then o
brillinnt streak of firo flashed between
ua, | felt the building tremble, heard
oonfused murmnr of strange noises—
and then a blank.

When | awoke to conscionsness, day-
light was just breaking in the east. The
aley was clear ns on a summer

i1 whie,

sho langhed deri-
“what pluck! 1 didn't think yon
make such o fight over more

But this will bring yon to your

my papers wero seattered nll abont, The
work of the thunderbolt hied been effeot-
fve, bt on the table lay the money ane
totiched,

When the guard enme, 1 handed him
the property. The strunger was idontis
fied ns n notorions thief, and [ was duoly
rewarided by the compeny for my work
in enving the money. But since that ter-
rib Iuwlun k a thunderstorm has boen to
e the most nndesirnble thing on the
Caee of this earth, —Trae Flag,

Handshaking In the Morning.
Speaking of “little things that swesten |
life,” the English haves protty eustom in
the mistter of hanilshaking. One hoars n
good deal from time to time about shak-
ing bands being good form, then again
not being good form, snd one can't help
thinking what n vapid nonsense it js—
quite on a par with that style of hamd.
shaking that was introdocmd by a boil
under a fnshionnble arm,  But, to get
back to the English, in every honsehold

middle clies or aristoeratio—it in the
cnstom for every ong to shake hands
with every one else when they meet in

the morning anid when they w
night.

parate st

The children of thie Bome come into
the breakfust room, ol instend of shd-
ing into plice it (e v ihle with n mom- |

| Wl ““Gond mornd 1 st father
nid I:---l!:--r with o Jeirs ont the cheel ind
n cheery “Good mom pupn.” and

i ¥ (30 Ir wrning, Hien o
thromeh the san (8 L oy with
Trrosthors and & dving to the riestis
i hand aned ri. ' 1 ) irdle, —Wash-
ngton Post

Beat Yon the Rond' Ly Steanmbont.

Q. B, Jefferson, who [ one of the man-
agerd of “The Country Cirons,” has found
s chopp way to take o ploy with a cireus
sttachment “on the rond.”

Mr. Jefferson planned n series of per-
formances at towns along the Huadson.
The officials of Mr. Dopew's road refused
to carry horses and ponies except in the
freight cars, which didn't satisfy Mr.
Jefferson, and the American Express
rompiny whited $250 for the nse of one
Its live stock cars. This sum, added to
the fares of the human aclors and the
scenery, footed up §500 to get the com
pany out of town, Manager Jefferson
brought his brains to bear on the prob
lem and wis inspired by the notion that
inasmuch as the Hudson river runs past
all the towns on its banks he didn't need
to pay for railroad fares anyhow. He
chartered a stesminboat for 00, and his
actors and actresses and snimuls warched
aboard the Jefferson nrk nnd started on
their tour in high spirits at the thought
that Mr, Jeffersom had §200 more in his
plothes than he wounld have hod had ho
left town by rail.—New York Sun,

Bouvenir Colns,

The Chicago people do not think that
the Columbian sonvenir coins are a suc-
cess from an ariistio point of view. We
quote O, V. Turner, the artist who de-
sigued the dedication medal: *'It is guite
on @ level with the usual work of the
mint, A very sitoilar botch was made
of the dollar at the beginning of the
year, A compotition was announced
and hundreds of designs were sent in
but the mint nuthoritics rejectad all and
fell buck on their own man. A good op-
portunity to produce an artistio coin
was lost then, and a better opportunity
bas been spoiled now, 1t s no wonder
that people are saying that the sonvenir
balf dollar is not ‘like Colnombus,' They
Aon't know, ns s mstter of fact, what
Columbus was like, but they have a
protty clear ides that he was npt the
denth mask the coin represents him to
be.,” —=Chicago Journal,

Rate In n Lectare Room ul Yale,

Judge Perry of Bridgeport opened the
sxercises in the Yale Law school with a
lecture on evidenes to the members he.
fore the juouior elass.  Judge Perry had
tulked obont half an houe whin there
wis oo cornmotion io the buck of the lec-
ture room, Several stadents jumped ap
i the benches and others began to kick
ik somoe imaginary object under the
benches,  Finally two  immense rata
showed themselves in front of Judge
Perry's desk, and all the students joined
in the pursmit of them.  The lecture was
saspended, and Jundge Perry, indignantly
putting on his hat, left the room. An
‘nvestigation is being made, and the stu-
lent who liberated the rats, if detected,
will be suspended,—New I!m en Letter

Esnforcing Temperance In Rullway Service,

Division Buperintendent Dixon of the
Mincis Central has commenced an ac-
tive enforcement of the rule forbidding
employees of that road to frequent sa-
loons and gambling houses. Superin-
tendent Dixon devoted one entire even-
ing to making the rounds of all the sa-
leons and gambling joints in the city, ac-
vompanied by & policeman, and carefully
muulo notes of what he saw, Tho nexg
morning & number of railway boys mak-
ing thia their hesdquarters wers informed
that their services were no longer re-
quired.—Fort Dodge Cor, Chicago Trib-
111N

Fast Day Losing Faver.

The New Hampshire legislature will
bo called npon to consider the doing
awny of the observance of Fast day.
The language of the bill introduced in
the house is to the effect that the day
has ““long since censed to be religionsly
thserved and hos heuome a nseless relip
of former times.” With Fust day cut
off, the list of legal holidays will be
Fourth of July, 224 of ‘bruuy and

Memorial day—six in all.—Mamchester
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Breryhody Guess!

Fre6 10 fill.

15t
and continuing until closing
28th. 1 offer

Beginning  February

day of February,
to all an

Opportunity

And some person is sure to
receive my offer,

A beautiful pair of Chen-
neile Pourtiers

GIVEN FREE

To the

ext 1o the number

person guessing near-
of beansin
the jar in my window.

All are invited to deposit
your guessing slip free,

The New York Racket Store,

The Cheapest One Price House
in the County.

M. J. Coyle.

 GHANGEABLE WEATHER !

Nature hus seen ft o have
changeable weather and w hy
not have your person garmentid
with n neat and nobby suit
mide of heavy-weight material
to suit the weuther that s now
ereeping upon us.  You need n
new winter sult aod ns the cold
waves wre very  unoertsin  you
will be wise if you place yous
ovdur now for winter wesving
apparel, 0 as to havo it to don
when  blustering  wonthor s
uwshered ine Such an immonse
lino of winter patterns was
never displayed in town us can
bes seen at

, 4. C. FROBHLICH'S,

& Next door to Hotel MoConne




