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‘hoed through L'n { Heaven, *and thore
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| more radiant was their effulgence, when the
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don. But at the pight of the crucifixion, when
cness shrouded the earth, when the elements were
hen nature heaved convulsively at the throes
avonv. and the "::-ye_r of God" seemed withdrawn
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, -IL is finished!” ‘The scourge has lacerated, | temple by the Masonie Artthey were again. hl‘ollfhi ﬁgln
has pierced, the bloody: drops have coursed doywn | and restored to their wonted ph in the house of God.

of out 1:- leemer, the stony path has been trod- There is one feature i “&a systems of moral wime-
v lry—tl at sacrifice was offered!—+It is fin- | handed down from earlier days form"ng o singular coutrast
he paowers ‘f darkness have becn overcomel— | to the customs of tthresaat age. 1 allude tofthe secrecy and

¢ was gl In celestial tongues of fire i dp— 'mys'.crym which the variou: e_lements;nﬁ astuction are im-
wm on high, speaking to the lronbled'— mi Fwd any o the good and v this has
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s ever sinee heen shed npon the sincere and f lieved that all history will confirm the fact that, until abeut
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but three incens of communication of moral -lgh
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for the healmg of xbe naimzcwﬂ ‘ffam tbem the
error, and effectually 1o banish the powers of darkness.—
What, the brilliancy of the solar ray, to a sunbeam from the
prescnce of GE! What the power of the sun above our heads
in comparison of His presence, a single emanation of whose
will breathed it ipto existence, and ‘whose sustdining
power, its elcments would dlsso'lv&wﬁh fervent heat
With gentler beams and milder rays the silvery moon
first shed her | n the nowly created world. So doth
: s law shed its mild and hallowed
radiance upon the N3y th te life. = This word is a light
unto my feet,"and a lamp about my Silently and calm- |
ly do us solemn truths enlighten, purify. .nnd improve the

heart.
v hosts of Heav-

Then in the firmament twinkled the starr
en through the realms of night. There is neither speech nor
Luwmne amongst them, yet their voice is heard in an elo-
quent and burning praise of God. So in the moral world
amid the darkness of the natural mind, have we noticed
gleaming sciatillations of light in the various traditionary
lore of man.

Here and there sages and philosophers have explored the
laws of nature, have investigated her phenomena, and have
left us the traditions and philesophy of the schools.—And
ﬁbmphets and apostles through past ages huve gleaned the
octrines and precepls of the, Holy Chur:h, and by tradition,
have handed them down for our -rmdam.e From various
soufces has traditionary light been shed upon the moral
wofld, and these may be aptly compared to the twinkling
light of the starry spheres—dim, vet giving light—and in
fret deriving all their brillianey by rcﬂq;_ﬂou from, and con-
formity to thesDivine Wlll whether expressed in natare or
revelation.
- Based npon the umlm} foundation of the Real Presence
af!.he Redeemer, the Holy Scriptures, and apestolic tradition,
stafids the Chusrch, the Bride of Christ, our holy Mother, —
She shines forth rc-splondent with an union of every degree
of moral ilumination ever vouchsafed to man.
At humble distance, without pretension, with one hand
resting on the sacred volame, the other extended with charity

Heaven, stands Masosry—the handmaid of religion.—Her
stlplf: receive illumination from the Toly Woid, and from
tiadition.. Twodegrees of the moral light irradiate her puh
While the Holy Chureh is @ Divine institation established

for the redemption of the world-—Masonry has flourished, its
handmaid, claiming however, only human authority for its
arigin. It commenced with Enach before the flood. 1t
deunshed through the patriarchial ages, but was signally

Ly Solomen. From his era it has been handedto us a luie:t
science, founded on the united testimony of Holy ?Lrlptuu
awd tradition. Prophects and apostles have been amongst its
hrightest sons. Sages and phi{us opliers have drank from its
fountains. Almwlnv God bas samped the seal of approba-
tion upon the institution by making it subserve His purposes
in the preservation of His holy word, Has any Christian
present in th's assembly learned what became of the Ark of
the Covenant at the destruction of the first temple? When
the Jews were carricd in captivity to Babylon, what fate at-
tended the sacred records, the Holy Law of God? Al that
it is permitted to state is that im His provideuece Jehovahb com-
mitted the preservation thereofto the Masonic fratery “g"—-f
thatduaring the capuwty none but the “Eye of Ged” re
those sacred deposits, and that at the rcbmldmg' of th

the fourth Centur: oriythe 'Christian Exa, no system of instruc.
tion was ever public.  The schools. 6tthe philosophets were
Fshrouded in mystery  The rites and ceremonma_oﬂ worshi
in those days were veiled in mystery.
at the temples on ! the Indus, nay
ed the ;nore mpqﬂsuﬂt "
become.
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I made by the Emperors and theh' nlﬁfn?s to-cxtort ek m the
is { suffering Christizns the nature of their-§®erct
{ did the pro-cousul Pliny, the apostate Julian—or the Jlearncd

rites.—wdn vain

and infidel Porphyry or Celsus urge their surmises as to
what was the great Christian myaterv They never ascer-
tained its holy traths. Far and ‘wide was coread the vile
slander that the faithful at each secret meeting killed an in
fant, covered it with paste or bread, and then eut its bud. and

at every martyrdom—at every persecution, still echoed the
socriligious lie through Pagan ranks. None but the truly
faithful, who had passed thto' the several de grees from initia-
tion to perfection, were permitted to  witness the most holy
rites or understand their import.  Intheearliest liturgies we
find that after a.l had assesnbled, the public prayers were of-
fered, and the public instruction was communicaied, but when
the Blshop'ﬂaeu prosounced the usnal formula, “Sursum cor-
da” (“Lift up your hearts’”) the Novitiates :md (_dlf'dmnnm
were dismissed with the words “[te, mnissa edt’ —(*So ! von
are ulsmle-ed“)—cmd none but those who had undergone the
requisite degree of instruction were permitted to remain.

If then the immediate disciples and sucecessors of the in-
spired Apostles adopted this then prevalent custom, still pre-
served by Masons, may it not be the subject of doubt w hu} er
a well founded ebjection can exist upon thataccount ?

To return however to the pringiple features of Masonry.

We have this day assembled to celebrate the Anniversa-
ry of tha festival oi 8t. Jobn the l_mpuq——nm of the Patron
Saints of the fraternity. F'rom the lesson of his holy life may
be gathered the dutics, and the aim of eve ry true Mason. Hlis
was the task “to comfort the people of the Lord . to utter the
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of
the Lord—Make straigh: in the desert an highw ay for our |
God."—Fellowing in the footsteps of this Saint, came one |
whose shoe's latchet he wgs not worthy to unloose.
thigdraternal association.
brighter light.  Tts lessons refine and purify the heart, while
right. To the peopleof the Loud it doth speak comfort.—In
the moral desert it doth make stre vght'an highway for mu
God. « Every valley of depression and distress is exalte: | by

the compassion of the brethren for each others woe .-——I.u.
ry- hiil of difficulty and unjust oppession shall be made Jow
by the swn'mthv and gssistance of every worthy brother.—
The crooks d dealings of the unjust shall be made straight and
the ronugh places of this world’s adv ersity, smooth. But may
we not draw a vet strongemapalogy? “Mark the lwm.t
man, and behold the upright for ¢he cad of that man is peace!”

Let then the varied 1lls'ruu.1(ma of the Masoxs be communi-
cated to “an attentive eatr” and “a faithful breast” and the
way is atonce onen for *the grateful heart” 1o receive in the
more aaitred mysterics of tha Holy Chyreh,
passeth the unflers.*\ndm-r ef this world,

Insurveyingthe ¢ haracter of St. John, we are struck with
his perfect (uln. his enduring hope, and his se'f montifying
charity. In these qualities, the true and upright \l..qnn en-
deavors to imitate him. Masoxnry has for its sole aim the
communication of such valuable instruction as shall the more
fully perfiect its disciples in these heavenly graces.
the dM.:nt between man ﬁml man in every walk of life | —
What mean the bars, and Lolts, and locks on every door?
What, the massive chests, and .xrchvd vault=2  What, the
auarded seeurity between men in the business transactions of
the worki? “Alas! Suspicion lurks in every breast, and
man distrusts his fellow man. But let a Mason recognize a
| worthy brouher—distrast vanishes, and perfect confidence
takes ite place. . Whenee this change? The aztive princi-
ples of this yet mystic scien~e here achirve a moral wonder.
second | One ray ufhgl t from alove here points out a path unkunown

to the worldat large,  Bul faith ends not here.  [i exiss in
active exe 'tn;rards-each other in the walks of life, joined
with an muﬁ:ma confidence in the. Supreme Rulce of

fect laws, whether displayed in the works
of narure, or in the book of Revelation. To cvery man summe
hour will come when the brightness of prospenity shall be
veiled ; when anxiety shiall cast 4 cloud aver the future; when
all®eems to go wrong; when the most prudent and well di-
gested srhemes have been disconceited ; when fortune frowns
and when the davkness of njght hangﬂ like a funel’nl pa!'
over the [utare.  1n that hoar, . @choes the voice of

__l letv and in still emall accents wnm?era to her children

k nhove.” These ure but the troubles of time—fieeting,

tmmrv. and evanescent.. She tells us zhnt whether time
| blanches our locks or mows us down in ?oulh still
¢ | our immortal spirit shall not see death, but sbdj worthy be
| trausplanted to that happy temple where the wicked cense

from lroubl ing, where the weary are at rest and where God
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes.—At the last great
dny our works of wood and hay and stubble shall be con-

Bat lest the anluhng
mg' any ancient tm!r
f dalwered to ﬁb
reuarm for PTeSErV:
did of old allow-
to disarm the
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Chﬂmh.dunifg

'mechumena or t

___,.-lr

| signed to their destined end, bat even then Hope whispers
itrhw shalt be sav

n}okdwm requiem over the graves of
¢ tells us their spirits rest quietly

ion of all things of this world,

n go about doi —preath-
qfthe of peace. ll:lc > desert or in
huﬁbme ol‘ instruction and warning was

not in comparison of

he
' _ w is there some analo

mal

drank its blood. But altho’ this was firmly met and denied [

. . -
‘ navebeemhe lot t‘lft“w'n prrvm.mmnnlh bist when that widow
looks upon hey orphan childcen, and their ery “dear mother,
| rive us bread” now falls in_plaintive aceents on her ear, i
she deserted 2 No! -In every Mason she finds a brothes
ardl a pl‘owcmr She is io the midst ofthose who sympn
thizein her distressrs, who feel her anguish, and who, at that
lrymghour will stand by and support her in every trial.  In
| every u_gent of 'life, each brather of the uwnm ue hears his
sigh ré dedtpmlh'- fympathy of oMerse I chill ponury
or fell & assanl hun a hand is .|lwnys near to aid aud
Jlluzﬁmm No Lo nlim! ‘passing by on the othes
sida’ W e \'".qcm y but here aguin'a ray of Fleauin
own lightdrradiates the puth of cach true brother.

Hu’n then, let me oncé more ask whether Masonry dotl
unt accoriplish a task analagoas to that of the Patron Suimt
\l-'hO-«-' festival we this day celebrate? e went forth prepat
ing mankind for the rooqmun of tln' Son.of Giod and 1hs
holy doctrines.  Doth not this mystic art 0w i the heart 1l

seed of faith, hope and charity, there to spring up and brie:

forth frun abundantly whenever the Holy I‘-pn:l shall send
down the dew of Hlis grace to pournish it ? 1 ~h- ot
| an handmaid to the Bride .»!' Christ?  Iler aim is the reliel
| of the fatherless and the widow, and the preservation nf her
children from the comaminatian of 1this world.  The Chris
uan church offers the meansof ‘grace, and iz the only appoin
ted channel of salvation. Masonry points the way whereby
the heart may be enlightened so us to recognize that gloriot

approach to Heaven, “and hail its holy rites dispensing mes
cy and pardon to mankind. The Chure la of Christ shall Li

throughout eterunty —whilst masonry, however, can condoet
us no larther thanthis transient life.  BBut ¢hall we rejeet this

lesser light? What have been its results? What its duranion!?

S0 with | w iu
It comes the. harbinger of a vet |

When "dul‘nf.‘s covered the eanh, and gross darkness the
people, when war and P estilence Lrooded over the earth,
e was masonry? Dusy i the ranks anthe bawle ficld,
wverting the paint of the sword and spear, and at ber in-
stauce have milllens of lives been spared.  Busy atthe cooch

.hcy prepare it for the reception of what is truly good end | of the sick und poor, when death was raging round nbous

Busy in the halls of p.:m :u.mtl judges, shielding the fechle
and weak from high-hande op pIESSION umi tyranny Busy
onthe wide hpu‘mi ocenn, aiding the distressed and worn oot
mariner  Busyat the savage la”]ll(‘lllllf spreading protectis
around the doomed vietim at the stake. Busy even ot tl

martyr's dungeon, loosing his shackles and sciting him al i.!.
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Mark |

Even now perchence the red-| e

t “the greatest of these is chari- |

I eTly, Oor co nn_,nw to iu.n the cons lution and H\m]:.m v 0l
|m} ers—even amongst his oppressors, in pmlll of durstion
kingdoms and empires hinve dwindled and: gove into ds
cay, thrones have risen ‘and ger, principalitics ond powers
have gone to destruction, whilée Masoary has marked theis
rige, their progrecs andtheir full, ‘-Eht maintpins her pri
tine purity amid all vhn changes of thi I'Hlll:llall.‘ world, A
of uil, f.u'-,u ad 16 every eliime, she ¢lings to ¢- £y

land mark ; stil u'!u‘.ﬂ the s:me .~.:l mary truthe and sl
practices through her members the same viitues. Al
verent distance, vet in her propor p lace, she maintains ! \
pos LLion, the hand-uaid of .1' It :a i conveying mornl iila
| mination to mankind. Wi mreh of Christ, cutliving
the powers of this world, :lu; : .mlu her gentler ray on ¢ s*ll ,

?\'JL:’.;.'._!__:' iHs cares, alle \'i':t'm': g fll-l"t 'BSCBUS, and com!
ing its evil principles. Wihals: 'Im existing amongst men

ever devoted wa the propag: ation ol rel gion mJ I 1 iy, 1wi
has it reared an holy temple to Almighty Ged upon the
Mount Moriah. l_.\ the Masonic Aft, elevated to its prescnd
seience under the wise and mighty Solomon, the first wunu.
dous faliri¢ was raised and & dicate ! but, Juden fell—lsrael's
thrones were hummbled o the dust;—cilcnee brooded o'er her
plaing desolate became her eities; captive wept her ¢l
Even, then, when the power of the Chaldeans overca :
and @l sremed doomed to inevitalle ruin, Almighty™ God,
[1is providence, comm tted to this froternity the preses valion
of his sacred law—aund the Ark of the Covenant. ® Well was
| the sacred trust guarded;—-in still silence and rcdt sel sucurity
did thre deposit rpsl'--lml. aguin did the temple rige from its
Tormer ruins, Undcr Zerubbabel, the turrets of God's house,
once more shona upon Mount Mormh The Ark ¢f the
Covenant and the Sacred Law were again brought to liglt
by the art _of Masonry and were restored to their wonted
places in the house of Giod—JIcrusalem then resounded once
more with anthems to the Great Jehovaly; but the veil of
that temple was rentin twain on (he fatal night thet saw the
agonizing death of thg Sor of Ciod; and, in a few morc years,
in fuliilment of the blessed Redcemer's prophecy, not one
stone of the second temple rested gen another. - In the provi-
dence of God, bis once chosen prople have beconic outcasts
and wanderers in all lands: aflording us, in this our duy, (he
witness of a stupendous miracle, to_ wit. Theé perpetuity of a
distinct race scuttered over all the earth, free from wtermix.
ture with the nations amongst whom thoy live—existing
wnhoutn leader, without polmcal organization—and, yer, a
inctive in ite features, with marked and unerring
ics peculinr 1o themselves. :

reater things are looked for in this our age.  Jo-
dea there is reason to heliove, is once more free. Jews, by
thonsands, are now traw'llmg thither; nnd without 100 arden:

'a.mgju f fapcy, we may mitted 1o hope that the time
is mﬁ:hlqg wheg.e'_m lhe fulness of the ch::,
s

_ Rtﬂbmhf the ic {'mtom ! It b
there has been twice erected upon Mount
temple tathe Great Jehovah, how far may we, although scat-
tered over the earth, contributé at this iime to the erection of

| & third and more glonoua temple in honor of the holy, blessnd

and glotious trinity—"three persons but one God”? “In honor

our mysticart
orinh l{:holy

-;hcfniher.tb&qﬂhrmfallm 8, whohuio ple _
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