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"1 SFUILS THE WOMEN.

That Is Why the Buchelor Won't Ules '

Tp '3 Seat on the Cars.
+ “Why don’t I get up and give my seat
in a cor to 0 weman whom [ happen to
sce standing after | am scated?” said s
broker the other day whose reputation
for good breeding, according to the
New York lierald. is beyond reproach.

——""Well, I'll toll you frankly that it is

dne to the women  They become more
ill-bred and bolder every year. They
demand a courtesy as a right They
aever think of looking at a car as it ap-
pronches 10 see whether it is full or not
or s to whether it would be better to
wait for the next.  They just board the
first to come along and look at the men
deprecatingly if they do npot rise st
cave.

“Personally | have often waited for
four cars to find a seat. Then I hang
on to it. except in the cuse of a womasn
with babies or an elderly lady lam s
bachelor snd propose to remain so un-
Ul u woman thanks me for giving her
my t in cither an elevated train or &
horse ess. Tosuch a one I think I'd
propnse marriage al onee. llut then
I'm pring to be careful to whom 1 give
up my seat Pretty soon we men will
hawe to su-render cur seats in the the-
awer to the woman who buys am en-
trance ticlket

“And why not® Your seat in the
theater costs porhaps one dollar and
Gifty centannd your sout in the car eosta
only five ceuts. Siill the principle is
the same, and no woman with a proper
scnse of delicacy ought to accept any-
thing from a stranger which costs
money.
“What would a woman think at the
postage stamp window in the post of-
fice if & man ahead of her in the line

. turned around and said: ‘Pardon me,

madam, won't you take my stamp?
Yet a stamp is only two cents.”

ANCIENTS LOVZD OPALS.

A Momnn ~enstor I'refor-ed Exile to Part-
lag with IIls Grillisnt Opal.

There are three varieties of this fa-
mous gem. Ranking first comes the

iental; as second in value, the fire;
anfhy, ¥, the common opal. The af-
feetion for this precious treasure, as ex-
pressed by the ancients, can hardly be
believed, says Harper's Bazar. Non-
whas, @ lloman senator, absolutely pre-

wred exile to parting with a brilliant

¢al of the size of a fllbert, which was

arnestly coveted by Mare Antony. An
apal ranking as third among the finest
in the worid is described as having
vthree longitudinal bands of the harle-
quin kind; from the vpporimost of which
rose perpendiculariy Lhe most re
splendent flames It messured nine
inches by six.

In the last century & very round and
brilliant opal was the property of the
smatevr Fleury  Another. said to be
fuscinatingly vivid. was owned by a
goted Freneh tinuncier. These two
were regarded as morvels of beauty
smong gems. On aceount of the thou-
sand fissures of the stone, engraving is

" that they are

COINGS OF A VOODOG.

A Negre Doctreas In Lou'sinas Swallows
Enukes for I'as.ime.

An aged negress of great repute as &
“voodoo,” omwiteh doctress, among the
negroes of this section, is attracting
much attention, not only from those
of her own enlor, but from the more in-
telligent portion of the community, and
the way io which she does this is to ap-
parently swallom & oumber of small
snakes of a variety uaknown in this
section. They are of the dusky color,
nearly black, nied with a dnll green at
the flat head, and of a dirty white in
the belly, says n Louisiana correspon-
dent of the Cincirnati Engnirer.

These repties rem:in secreted sbout
old Nanee's cabin urtil she gives a pe-
culiar whistling vall, when they will
come to her, wriyriing in great haste
over the floor, up her dress, and run
into her open mouth, hissing hideously.
They disappear and remain hidden
sometimes for minutes. She asserts
led in her st h
until she recalls them, when they will
come pouring out to writhe about her
scraggzy neck and coil in her bosom.

Where the snakes really go when
they wvanish in her mouth is a mystery,
and has puzzled all the physicians
about. muay having come from New
Orleans t> witness the phenomenon.
Some really believe that the snakes do
go down into the stoma_h, while others
are convinead that the witch is simply
playing some sleight-of-hand trick on
them; but if the latter is the case it is
%0 cleverly done that there is no deteot-
ing the perisrmance.

The witch presents & most extraor
dinary and hideon. appearance sitting
with the snakes lariing their flat heads
in and out of hor toothless mouth, with
their little bead-like eyes snapping as
if in fury at all about their mistress
As pearly as can be counted there are
six or seven of these reptiles, though
old Nance says there are as many more,
but they are all so mnch of & size and
color that they canaot be identified.
They are probably of & harmless na-
ture, though old Nance declarea they
are highly poisonous and no one wishes
to experimeut wilh them.

ODD WAYS OF OSTRICHES.
The Yales R d fiver the Younng sad
Captere Laech Otber's Families
The osirizh has many strange ways,
and I was particulariy interested in
studying thew, says a writer in Forest
and Stream. They go in flocks of three
or four females and one male about
their nesting time, and for several
weeks before locating their pesta the
hens drop their eggs all about the pam-
pas. These are called haucho eggs
(pronounced “‘watcho”), and are much
more delicate in flavor than the eggs
taken from the nests. They have a
thinner shell, snd when fresh laid are
of a beautiful goldem color. We
cooked them by rousting them before

the fire. We would iirst break a hole
in the small end of the egg,
large enough to insert a teaspoon. The

always diflieult, and often impossibl
A head of Sappho engraved upon =
“presumable opal," an antique, has
been highly valued and carefully studied
by experta in gem lore. It is cata-
logued, 5o we read, among the treasurea
of » princely home.

Not Amerioanlsmas.

An English correspondent of the Doe
tcn llernld has found in a *'Dictionary
of the Isle of Wight Dialect” a number
of words which English writers usually
class o8 American provincialisma,
Among them wre “cute" and “‘piert.*
found alsc in one of George Lliot's now-
els; “backed up,” “eall,” in the sense of
reason or necessity; “‘chipper,” “darn,”
aa & mild oath; “fall,” for autumn;
..ﬂllm“ nlm" l.hunk'" llk"ﬁ
meaning to scold: “jiffey,"” “get out of
kilter,” “rare,” in the sense of under
tone; “thick,"” for intimate; “*‘gumption,™
*tan." meaning to thrash; “spells,” of
weather, “put to rights,” etc. The sub-
ject = a most interesting one and de-
serves more sttention from philologists
than it bas thus far received. The
compiler of the dictionary in question
says that many of the provincialisms in
the Isle of Wight are identical with
those current in the adjoining counties
of Hampshire, Wilts and Dorset, once
forming a part of the Saxon Kingdom
of Wessex, and that the basis of the
dialect of this region is purcly Anglo-
Saxon

A Wity Savage.

Mr. Froude tells a story of how s na
tive Maori chief, Tekoi, managed to
turn the tables upon his missionary
teacher. The chief had been frequent-
ly warned by him against the evil of in-
dulgence in “firewater.” A day came,
however, when the missionary, in dan-
gerof catching cold, felt constrained to
fortify himself with a glass of whisky-
toddy At the moment he was about
to raisc the tempting fluid to his lips, a

iusky figure appeared, and, laying his
finger on the glass, said: “Stop, little
father! If you drink firewater, you will
lose your health, you will lose your
character. Perhaps you will lose your
life. Nay, little father, you will lose—
but that shall not be. Your immortal
soul is more precious than mine. The
drink will bart me less than it will hurt
you. Tosave your soul. I will drink it
mysell.” Which he did forthwith.

The Smallest Island.

The smallest sea island on record in
nioe fect ascross, and is reported by
Capt John Richards, of the British ship
Cambrian Monarch, to have been sight-
ed by him in latitude 20 degrees, 3
winutes north, longitude 137 degrees, 59
minutes west. The sea was smooth
around it, and it was clearly an island,
tapering upward in a pyramidal shape
from below the surface of the water.

Didn't Koow It Was There.
A her in the Tyrol made a
;e rative of ten tourists agninst a back-
of pine woods. When he de
weloped the plate a faithful present
ment of a lm?ge bear in the act of mak-
ing for the denser timber apocared in
the m of the forest. Neither the
man the camera nor any of those
in the group had known that thoe brute
Wa Dear

egg would be set up among some hot
ashes, a pinch of salt and pepper put in-
to it, and the contents kept stirred with
a stick so that all wonld be dome alilve.
The flavor is excellent, and one egg
would satisfy a very hungry man.

As soon as the ostriches decide upon
e suitable place for a nest, the male
bird scratches away the grass and
slightly hollows out the ground for m
space of about three feet in diameter
All the hens of the flock lay in the
same nest until there are from twenty-
five to thirty-ive ez7s laid. The male
birds then tal= p ssession and sit on
the eggs unti! they are hatched As
soon as the flock can leave the nest,
the old fellow leards them away to feed
on flies sod small insects. and every-
thing is lovely until he espies another
male bird with a brood.

As soom as the oid birds see each
ather they make s peculiar booming
sound. and every litlie ostrich disap-
pears in the grass. The old ones then
approach each other and engage in &
most deadly conflict. They fight until
one or the other is killed or runs away.
The remaining one will then utter an-
other peculiar sound, and both broods
will spring up from their hiding places
and fo1low the victor, who struts off as
prowd 25 a peacock. | have secn old
male nsir. _hes with thres broods, each
of a different size, -two of which they
had captured.

Lewe of Anims's tor Drink.
Close ahserv:r have noticed that files

|
|

1
|

wii' = wr upon @ half-drunken,
slerpy = + a dozen sober men in
the sam 1 oare o
them e wi aron
subject with grea {requently
alighting vypon b g face. OfF
they go, an o again and again,
quafling th alie pectar issuing
from his p After awhile their
flight becor: ain and eccentrie,
and sometim come in c¢ollision.
Escently & <rutlin man raised his
hand and brusheo (om from his face. |
Some fel! to the £ 1 sl lay there par-
wiyzed. After awlile tlicy got on their
+ off, half dazed.
it to the seduction of
especially  elephanta,
horses, covs and swine.  Poullry, es- |
pecially 1 s, wil wusorb the tempt-

ing drinly tili they tmable over in a |
leaden slerp. Iving arcund as if dead,

and utterlv igvoring their accustomed
roosts. On wonl ine they stagger for &
few moments aod 8 oo recover, but itis
hours be ore they reaew their cheerful
cackling.

Eadieally Differe it
Two things may look very similar on
the surface, but be entirely unlike at
bottom, ae in this case reported by the
Memphis Appeal-Avalanche:
The landlady of a boarding house in
this city had an eight-year-old son who

is remarkably precocious. Not long |

ago he went up to town and had his head |

shaved. Among the boarders is a gen-

tleman whose hair lenz ago bade him |

forewell. This gentleman came to the
table the next day, and said:

“Why, Charley, you haven't any more
hair now than | have.”

“Yes, sir,” said Charley, *“that's so:
but I
hawa,

have = lot .more roots than you

RUNNING TO TITLES.

Americans Are Cetting Too Fond
cf Handles to Thelr Names.

Military Uficials Whoe Have Never Fer.
formed Any Field Service — dome
of the Absurditles of an
lonne Practice.

In no place perhaps is the inclination
to aflix titles to the names of public
men more prominent than in Washing-
ton, where the fields of American life
have unrivaled opportunities for devel-
opment. Thesto.k of generals, colonels,
majors or judges who never saw service
in the ficld or forum but who are not at
all unfamiliar with practice at the bar
of one sort or another, is unlimited, and
sometimes leads to confusion, amusing
or annoying as the case may be In
most states, if not in all, it is custom-
ary for the governor to surround him-
self with a military staff ranging from
general to captain. This is a custom
handed down from colouial days, when
the governor of & colony had his eoun-
¢il, the members of which in the milita
ry organizations of thecolony were com-
manders of the forces in their respect-
ive counties. with the title of eolonel
As militaryism declined it was perfectly
natural for the advisors of the governor
to inherit the military title, as a dis-
tinetion from the mass of men who were

THE BOWER BIRD.

One of the (Jueer Lienizens of Australia’s The Delty

Forests.

The most remarkable instance of
estheticism among the birds is that
exhibited by the Australian bower
birds, who build long galleries in
which to play, adorning themm with
shells, feathers, leaves, bones or any
eolored or glittering object which
comes in their way. Capt. Stokes de-
scribes one of these bower birds as
taking a shell alternately from each
side of the bower and carrying it
through in its bealk.

Lumholz describes several of these
playhonses of the bower birds. He
says they are always to be found “in
amall brushwood., never in the open
field: and in their immediate vicinity
the birds eollect a mass of different
kinds of objects, espacially snail shells,
which are laid in two heaps, one at
each entrance—the one being much
larger than the other. There are fre-
quently hundreds of shells, about three
hundred in one heap and thirty in the
other. There is usually a handful of
green berries, partly inside and partly
outside the bower.”

In his interesting book, “Among
Cannibals,” Lumholz describes a play-
ground of what would appear to be &
different species of the bird, showing
even a greater esthetic taste. He says:

““Um the top of the mountain I heard
In the d serubs the loud and un-

not thus honored with close friendship
with the executive. Later, under state
governments, the governor's stafl be-
came quite a feature in the life of poli-
tics. Many a worker for the success of
the ticket has been appeased by appoint-
ment to a place on the governor's staff,
and has gone down to posterity with all
the glamor of a military title surround-
ing him. It is not pecessary for any
staff officer, with perhaps the exception
of the adjutant general. to have a par
ticle of knowledge of military affairs
beyond adeptness in ma':ing a saluteor
acknowledging one. But quite fre
quently he has not cven that. At the
Washington centenrial in New Yorka
few years ago the streets were full of
brilliantly attired staff oflicers, and the
Washington Post thinls that the men
on guard duty who brought their guns
to present arms whenever a ranking of-
flcer hove in sight must have been high-
ly amused at the questioning glanee
given them by more than one of the
carpet knights as they walked or rode
past without acknowledging the salute.
As governors are frequently changed,
say every four years, in forty-four
etates, the possibilities in the way of
the manufacture of colonels and gen-
erals are readily appreciated. Giving
each governor twenty staff officers and
aids—a modest estimate—in twenty
years there would have been nearly five
thousand of such distinguished individ-
nals, sod when to these ars added those
who bear the titles be-ause their fathers
ones had them, the numnber is expanded
much more. The constitution of the
stafl, too. allows of an interchange of
titlea. ‘The judge edvocate pencral,
ranking as colonel, for instance, may be
called with propriety judme, eolonel or
general, and so on through this list.
Other causea, however, contribute tc
the list of titles. Ina neigboring city a
gentleman connected with the editorial
staff of o newspaper had the distinetion
to quit the arzy ot the close of the war
aa 8 private. But under the luxuriating
influence of mewspaper work he ac
quired a portly frame, developed his
good comradeship and gathered a col-
leetion of anevdotes and witticisms
which always made him a welcome ad-
dition to any party out for fun. Inan
evil hour one of his younger associatey
called him colonel, and colonel he has
been ever since.
Not long ago, in a southern city. waa
a monument to a confederate
leader. One of the newspapers pub-
lished quite an attractive souvenir,
which, by request, was sent to a Massa~
chusetts town for presentation to a
grand army post. Along with the sou-
venir went a letter of the shake-hands-
across-the-bloody-chasm order from the
editor. The presentation took place
and the loecal papers had quite an ac-
count of the event, including a repro-
duction of the “‘putriotic letter™ from
the southern editor, who was called
“Gen."” So-and-so. As he had just
turned thirty years the editor enjoyed
the joke on himeelf  In another city a
popular rairsad oficial was never
called snything but general by one who
was frequently thrown with him. Ax
the official was quite a young man,
whose military re.ord had never beea
made, his friend was asked one day why
he gave him a title and replied: *““Why,
don’t you know he is a general passen-
ger agent? These are but few of the
absurcities outcropping from the insane
pmctice against waich signs of protest
are becoming apparent.

CRESTS AND THEIR ORIGIN,

They Werse Csed 7Tar Eack In Avclemt
Times—Scme of Lhe Vv e votable.

Crests are ascribe ' to the Carians and
they are of very an vnt origin. They
are mentioned by liomer and Virgil
and described as in use among the
heathen gods and p ddesses. Thus the
crest to Minerva's nelmet was aa owl
Mars bore a lion or tiger and Jupiter
Ammon a ram’s head  These symbols
were formeriy p ved on the helmet
and were great murks of honor, only
worn by heroes of great valor or by
those who were advanced to some suo-
perior military command. Richard L
had acrest on his helmet resembling a
plume of feathers; Richard IL wore a
lion on a cap of dignity above the
crown on his helmet; Alexander [I1., of
Beotland, had a plume of feathers, and
James 1. wore a lion. In the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries, according to
the Brooklyn Eagle. the rrest was de-
scribed as being o figure placed upon a
wreath, coronet or cap of maintenance
above the heimet or ghicld. A crest
was anciently worn on the headsof
commaunders in the field. and then only
in order to distingui-h them from their
followers. After the institution of the
order of the garter, and in imitation of
Edward IT1. all knizhts companions of

| the order began to wear cresta This

practice soon be~ame more general. and
they were assumed by all who eonside
ered th-mas! aseniitied tn Renr 3reme

ceasing voice of & bird. 1 carefully ap
proached it, sat on the ground and
shot it. It was one of the bower birds,
with a gray and very modest plumage
and of the size of a thrush. As I
picked up the bird my atiention was
drawn to a fresh covering of green
leaves on the black soil. This was the
bird's place of amusement, which, be-
neath the dense scrubs, formed a
square a8 yard each way, the ground
t.l:ng been cleared of leaves and rub-

is

“Om this neatly-cleared spot the bird
had laid large, fresh leaves, one by the
side of the other, with considerable
regularity, and close by he sat singing,
spparently extremely happy over his
work. As soon as the leaves decay
they are replaced by new onea.”

THE INDIAN'S SUGAR.

How It Was Extracted from the Trees in
Vermont.

Ever since the Indians in the section
now known as Fletcher discovered
“honey” in the maple trees, that dis-
triet has beea known far and wide aa
the heart of the Vermont maple sugar
ecountry. The way the red man ex-
tracted the delicious compound was
somewhat slow as compared with the
present process. He used to cut a
slanting gash in the bark and insertin
the lower end a gauge-shaped piece of
wood, from which the sap ran and
dropped into a peplar or basswood
trough. At the en ' uf the season thesa
troughs would be sct up arainst the
trees and left until the following sea-

som, by which time the troughs would

be thorourily mildewed. This ma-
terially added to the flavor of the ab-
origianl sugar. but can hardly be said
to have improved it. The evaporator
of those times consisted of an iron ket~
tle swung from a sapling bent over a
etump. By a slow and tedious process
the cap was first heated and then
boiled in this ketile. often taking two
or three days' boiling belfore it could
be sugared off. This was the way in
which the redskins and the early Ver-
montors eked out a “sweetnin'” to
their tea and johnny calee,

In the best Fletcher groves of to-day
a long pipe or trourh line runs from
some ccatral spot in the grove down
to the biz storae tanks in the sugar

house. Tere the per ccted evzporator.
when under full hea beay . wll convert
the fir<t sap in g in'half an hour,
eonsumine about oo cord of wood to
produce a Onoired pounds of sugar.

There are in tae tow: of letcher, ata
moderate estimate. 1.0y thousand
trees. this boing probally within the
real number _
A Devempten =
A Philc’

1me.

: i wife wer

dropped viv b ilcer cay at th
tiny pot viliage o -unt Pleasant.
on the Delaware ru'road, and as ther
gazed over a {lat country, whose differ-
enees of level are  carcely pereeptible
save by the aild of & ' rvejors instre-
ment, a rative asac i Lhem waat the
were loo_ing for. . hen the Fhiladel
phiun explained th:at the nime of the
place hud called up sueh vi .ons of an
airy eminence that ¢ a1 his wife had

eome down to r vacation
They learned Ir 1live tha.
suminer boord +tainable
there, and he o caplained
that the phace fo. doeeptive
name ki common: . T othe fac
that il wvas swaatad o wiatershe:
between  Delawar: O T i T
bays, the backbon. . penin ula
& it is localiy calle .
Cremt oo in 3 d 0 Dmes.
The Sm i na  has
printed a popor oy Jiler de
AT an urn co P itie rated
o bones win routof an
tomoanl in s The urn,

OF Yo, is sty eo . ... cleven and &
half inches horo, aud was eovered by
an inverted bells ol veel fifteen
and three-dou  ta in height.
The ashes teari, aif uded the vase,
and m.uzied wioi oom were caleined
human t. ‘th and rirments of boues.
Lying oo the susl. ¢ of Liese remains
were & quantity of wampum and sev-
eral smail pearls that had been pierced
for stringing
An’lguity of T bacce.

Tobaeen was no‘y + hy Columbus on
his very tir t v o - 1t was frst cal
tivated by Jooa . a2 and s
eariy s 6l a lot o2 + pounds was

shipped to England  In 0.2 a tobaceo
factory was siarte! on the Rappaban-
noek ricor oo : 70 the first

r was built in

somth of 1
N !

(43 the ex-
urited Lo 454

o4 pounds eagh,
after which

por!
T TISN
aml incroieo

;1 e o

| e

there was a decl e wntil after the
revo!ln'tan It i+ aow rrown in most
of i - _ru claes w. s Reotueky
in the lead

AN ENGLISH JUNE. 1

ts of -n—;ﬂy Mummer Evens
lng in Csmbridge. |

In & recent paper in the Atlantic on
the English Cambridge, Albert Gillatte
Hyde gives this pleasant pictureof a
June evening there:

“Indeed, it is hard to imagine a sight
more interesting in it kind than that
which the winding, narrow thorough-
fares of this ancient academic city pre-
sent on a fine evening in June, partiou-
larly on Saturdays, the Cambridge
market day.

“A cootinuous stream of townsmen,
gownsmen and sturdy country folk,
with the usunal proportion of woman-
kind, passes and repusses with quiclk,
echoing tread, many of them walking
in the middle of the clecan asphalt
streets. The shops are lighted up bril-
liantly. a8 in most provincial towns,
though twilight at this season losts
nearly all night. In cithor of the main
arteries of travel—Trumpington street,
with its clear rivalets flowing at either
curb, which beeomes King's parade,
Trinity street and 8t. Joha's before
uniting with the other, Rogent stroet,
8t. Andrews, Sidoey street, ete.—and
in the narrow crossway. the Petty Cury,
one meets this tide at the full

“The undergraduate is necessarily
conspicunus, walking alone, or two and
two, or three or four abreast, the toga
virilis lightly depending from his
shoulders, sometimes in the lust stage
of dilapidation, and streaming from his
person in tags and ribbens. Mostly he
is slight, guod looking, youthful and
beardless, or perhaps with an incipient
mustache; seldom very ruddy, butat
the worst of a healthy paleness.

“Naturally it is among the lightly
elad groups striding in from the boats
or the cricket ficlds that one sees the
best specimens of physique. These, in-
deed, are often admirable, though hard-
Iy 8o striking in appearance as is com-
monly supposed; yet if anyone doubta
the virility of these young Englishmen
s short walk or row with one of them
will quickly convince him of his error.

“One pleasant feature of tha
streeta is the decorum usually prevail-
ing among the students, in former
times (and in sowe quarters of the
world even now) an unruly and turbu-
lent element of the community. They
walk together, conversing almoet in-
pudibly in the duleet ‘Cam tone,”
which ‘men’ from all parts of the is-
land are said to contract soon after
coming up.

“Singing, loud talkiog, or shouting
among them is rarely heard out of

doors, though sounds of a mildly Bac-
h lian ti isaue from
college or lodging-house windows.

This creditable street behavior is doubt-
less due to ‘Cambridge tone’ as much as
to vigilant proctorizing; yet even in the
cricket fleld and among the boating
crews (except the musical ‘Well rowed!”
at the races) the undergraduate s rare-
ly vociferous. The English still take
their sports ‘sadly,’ and silently.”

ALMANACS- IN RUSSIA.

They Play a Prominent Part in the Dally
Life of the People. |

“What s promioent part the slmanas |
plays in 3 Russian housebold! And sach |
almanacs! There Is & recipe for dinner |
for every day in the year; there are in- |
fallible cures for buros sod teething |
and eonvulsions, for toothachs, corns
sl bald heads. You are told all abous |
the imperial family, and there are por-
traits of its members—vilo caricatures
sarely. |

“The count gravely consulted its
waticinntions in his colloquy with the
ateward to lcarn when the weather
would best suit for sowing mangel,” |
says a writer in the Christian World.
“I saw the countess hunting in it for
an interpretation of s dream she had.
Beyond the almanac no one ever reads
soything. 1 exclude, of course, the
young count and his tator,

“There are, however, a few books in
the house. In the drawing or sitting-
room, one of the few articles of furnoi-
ture there is an old-fashioned book-
case, from which the glass has long
since vanished. I had the curicsity to
examine its contents. There were ten
bound volumes of an illustrated weekly
paper, a few old-fashioned books on ag-
riculture, two volumes of Nekrasoffs
pastoral poems, a number of incomplets
works of French belles lettres of Vol-
taire’s time, & Russian translation of
Beott's ‘Kenilworth," much bethumbed
and greasy. This was all olden-time
stuff, and represented the taste of some
bygone ancestor of the count.

“I looked for anything that might
denote the taste of the rising genera-
tion, and found in & corner a Russian
versi of ‘Robi Crusoe,’ and &
well-hidden novel of Zola's. Do these
latter books signify the beginning of &
renai in the h of Borisoff!
To whowmn did the Zola belong? To the
countess, I suspect. We had a pleasant
evening in the drawing-room—the only
comfortable room in the house. There
were 8 few easy chairs, a capacious
sofa, a grand piano and lots of cane.
bottomed chairs. Over the sofs hung
a portrait of the emperor; opposite the
emperor a picture of the count when he
was a goy dog in the guards. But there
was hardly a sign of female occupancy
et |

He Was Not a Eilcker.

“1 don’t mind your daughter’s prac-
ticing ten hours a day in the next flat,”
said the tenant in the apartment house,
“even if she does keep the piano cover
up snd the forte pedal down. But I
would like faintly to suggest that three
thousand six hundred and fifty hours a
year of Chopin's second nocturne has
made & slight change seem desirable.
Would you mind asking her to play
third or fourth ne on day
and Fridays, so that my wife can have
a different kind of headache by way of
relief?”

Curiosity Shops in China.

There are two kinds of curiosity
in the Flowery kingdom. Omne is in-
tended for guileless globe trotters and
the nouvesux riches, the other for col-
lectors and persons of taste. In the .
former the tor asks from two
hundred to two thousand per cent.
profit on his goods, and in the latter he |

is satisfled with anything between |

twentr-five and one hundred jer cemt.
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