HAVE just quit forty of the
most magnificent dogs In the
worid—as big as calves, as
husky as bears, as intelligent as
folks, as pedigreed as princes, as
meritorious as saints, and as
pure and plain-living as their
masters, the Augustine canons,
who, after fifteen years of a
climate that i nine months ice
and smow, break down com-
pletely, with swelled joints, im-
IS overished blood and chronie
rheumatism.

The dogs are as aristocratic ms the kings
who in the middle ages sent them collars of
gold; because the first Bernards, their ances
tors, were already on the spot, aiding trav-
elers in an amateurish way, when St. Bernard
de Menthon went up from Aosta and founded
the Hospice, A. D. 962. Their ancestors, bear-
fighting dogs of old Charlemagne’'s court, bad
been left with certain mountaineer chiefs,
among other payment for aid and neutrality,
by an earller Bernard, uncle of Charlemagne,
when he marched an army by this route A. D.
178,

Thus the great dogs of imperial court race
were near the spot when Bt. Bernard and his
companions bullt thelr famous refuge at the
apex of the pass; and to understand their evo-
lution—why the good monks began tralning
them not to be like other dogs—they must have
an idea of this majestic short-cut of antiquity
from north' Europe into Italy.

Nowadays the tunnels take you through by

rall, in threeguarters of an hour, but before
such modern engineering wonders it was dif-
ferent. Why has Napoleon's—or Hannibal's—
passage of the Alps remained so striking? Be-
cause a great army, with its baggage, camp
material, supplies, cannons and ammunition
earts or yet more ponderous eleéphants, irripted
wnexpectedly on the fertile plains of the south.
They fell, really, from the clouds—the clouds
hanging round the snow capped wall of moun-
tains! Otherwise, Napoleon must have led
his army round by the Mediterranean, inter-
minable journey that would have surprised
nobody. ;
1 Otherwise, Hannibal, wandering with his
Hundreds of war elephants from Spain up into
France would have been obliged to wander
back or stay there, Instead, he followed the
Rhine valley to the entrance of the Great Bt
Bernard, climbed the grand old road, up, up to
ita spow and lce, elephants and all, and de-
scenided on the vines and fig trees of Capua,
to the !mmense surprise of the Romans.

The first army to risk it was a Gaulish one,
150 years before Hannibal. The Romans used
it as early as B. C. 106; and the monks pre
serve tablets that record the passage of varl
ous legions. After the foundation of Aosta,
B. C. 23, it became frequented by trave and
traders—a Temple of Jupiter actually
at the top, where now rises-the gigantic statue
of S8t. Bernard. Roman emperors Improved
the road, notably Constantind, A. D. 339 Later,
barbarian hordes fell on thy empire from its
heights; but in the anarchy of the early dark
nges it became one of the most traveled and
securest routes of Europe, policed by moun-
tain chiefs faking moderate toll—whence the
big dogs of Charlemagne's uncle.

80, when S8t. Bermard founded his Hospice
at the top, and collected a pack of the dogs’
descendants—already evolved to precious
mountain friends of man—it was to succor
travelers at the eritical point of a unique
highway In the clouds, There were other
short-cut passes, but none so improved by art
and continual trafe. Even today, in spite of
the railway tunnels, the Oreat St. Bernard is
annually crossed by 17,000 poor pedestrians

In the early days, the richer the travelers,
the more substantially they showed their grati-
tude. - During the middle ages the monastery
became very wealthy, Kings and emperors
made It grants. Passing nobles and rich mer
chants settlad annuities on it. And princesses
embroldered collars in cloth-of-gold for the big

Iready of ancient deseent from Charle
magne’s court—concerning whose unearthly
intelligence and goodness all kinds of lt.oﬁ-‘
were rife.

Personal friends of mine had an adventure
with the dogs last May. Hearing it to be a
gporting “English” trip to go slelghing over the
Great St. Bernard after a considerable meiting
of the smows makes the thing possible, they
started off, very Parisian trio—retired fashion-
able ladies’ tallor of the rue Royale, Parls,
his wife and his motherin-law, welght and
girth increasing In the order mentioned.

At Martigny, In full bloom of peach and
cherry blossoms, tbey took a four-horse car
riage up the already dusty road, through the
ravine of the Drance, the rocky gorge, the ten-
der spring buds and the woods, the tunnel, and
Bembrancher—where the

away down below, often invisible, and all de
lightful. springlike, and their hearts sang as
they went up, like the sl . * They

exclaimed in wonder as they began to get
views of Mt. Vielan with ite glaclers and snow-
flalds merging into an allsnow world begin-
ning
trom

-

>
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ed, they chatted of Napoleon's superbuman
difficulties In getting 30,000 men. cannon and
camp baggage over that historic sticking pot
in the same month of May, the year 1800
They were doing it beautifully in a light three-
borse slelgh without baggage; but the modern
road, hewn In the rock, svoids the old steep,
slippéry route, scarcely marked by jagged
stones sticking out of the lce. It must have
been a 25 per cent. Incline.

They had struck nothing worse than 7 per
cent.; and through the forest beyond It was
often almost level, the snow well packed. A
favorable moment! Beautiful sleighing! Ex-
hilarating adventure! Up! up! Five per cent.
sir. They Jingled through a long defile and
up Into vast boulder-strewn pastures shrouded
in white. like great ghosts. How different from
& common diligence trip in August, with hur
rahing tourists! They still affirm that a three
horse sleigh can take three restaurant-fattened
Parisians and a beer-awelled driver dp inclines
of T and B per cent. with strength and beauty,
bad pot a blizzard struck them just before the
Cantine de Proz.

“Five more miles to climb™ they" sald
there, “better hurry! We shall telephone the
canons.” This is where they always telephone
for heip to come down from the Hosplce, In
bad weather; but their fat sleigh man had
swigged his hirsch-and-hot-water placidly, re-
fused an extra borse end man, and started
them off with confidence. This is why they
were soon floundering in a blizzard that dark-
ened the sun llke night, at the entrance to a
black deflle, past “precipices” that “turned
thelr stomachs.” With a joit, the sleigh
stopped.

“Must wait,” sald the fat sleigh man, blanket-
ing his horses.

“Where are we?” ¥

“At the Pas de Marengo, three miles below
the Hosplce ™

“Drive pul™

“Go x1*

“Armand, be'll take us over a preciplce. 1
ean’t see two yards ahead!™

To all of which the Jriver, lifting the falling-
top. covered them with rugs, and lighting his
pipe, answered briefly: “Theyll come™

“Never will | forget that half-hour while the
sleigh was being snowed under in the black
twilight of that blizzard,” says the motherin-
law of the world-famed rue Royals concern.
"And pever was | so glad to see human be
ings as those three splendid big dogs that
advanced to us formally, gravely out of the
twilight 1 cannot think of them as dogs They
were more than persons. They seemed super
natural creatures come to save us, perfectly
safely, perfectly easy! Our confidence was
complete. We understood their meaning, when
they ranged themselves three abreast, just far
enough apart for us two women to walk be
tween. leaning on their backs! Armand took
an outer edge. The driver showed him.*
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they afirm, for a mile and
g half, the driver leading
his horses behind, and
keeping mighty close. He
Jeft the sleigh and valises
~—it was no moment for
fancy work. When the
good canon and his two
brown brothers, with rein-
forcements of four more
dogs, came hurrying after
the canine first ald, it was
possibly & little earlier
than they remember. The
twp miles or more of 10
per cent. climb’ up the
long windings, over the
dreary Comb of the Dead
apd through the ava
lanche gallery, seems to
them a fantastic dream of
blizzard and darkness. The
two men beld the mother
{n-law straddled on one of the horses, with the
greatest ,dificulty. Armand and ‘madame,
dragged along by & big dog under ?‘-‘-h arm-
pit, “just loved the noble creatures.

Only when they arrived at the Hosplce did
they realize that they had mo pajamas. Their
clothes were soaked and frozen. In a dream
they were led to two big bedrooms with two
bid wood fires blasing * * * and a big brown
brother ealling through the keyhole that they
would “find a change of gowns on the chair
backs” They were monks’ gowns, of scratchy,
thick brown woollen stuff that “tickled” the
two ladies so that they “ate their soup and
went to sleep laughing® * * *

The next afternoon—the driver having res
cued his fleigh, sent up their valises by por-
ter, and himself returned to Bourg St. Plerre
jong before—they went down the 2, 8, & and 12
per cent. slopes of the Italian siffle In a regular
service slelgh and dashing style and taking
the terrific descents of 18 to 25 per cent. with
“gleigh brakes that hold safer than an auto-
mobile.” Although they found the Pass alive
with service movement, mostly local, they con
sider themselves great sportas and “advise no
one to repeat the exploit” As to the dogs
they will “send them a presemt of 500 francs
every year” As the first year has not yet
elapoed, it remains to be seen If they turn out
more grateful than the average tourist; but 1
belleve they did leave $10 in the alms box.

It 1s a painful subject. To merely see the
dogs on the spot and learn of their deeds is
worth any man's $10, even in August. And,
quite apart, is the question of board and lodg-
ing.

The Hosplce consists of two vast agglomers.
tions of buildings in the bottom of a cup-like
space surrounded by the terrific' snmow-covered
peaks. Yet it is the top of the pass, so high
that everyone is Incommoded -in. breathing
after a little exertion—no one knows why; but
the amosphere iz more rarefled and colder
than that of any other pasa, altitude for altl-
tude, by a technical 00 meters. True, 1t Ia
higher than the Simpson or Mt Cenis; but it
Is lower than the Btolvie or Great Gilibler—
all of which I have done, in auto, with none of
the inconvenience in bréathing experfenced
around the Great Bt. Bernard Hosplee.

Without the Hoapice, the 17,000 poor pedes-
trians would b in a wretched, even dangerous
plight. They regularly sleep at night and eat
two meals gratis.

Without the Hospice, 6,000 well-to-do pleas-
ure tourists, who annually “do™ the Great Bt
Bernard in July, August and September by
way of diligences, service-breaks and private
carriages would find it a much less “romantic
and delightful adventure,” with perhaps some
painful inconveniences. .

For one thing, they would havé to pay.
& break-load arrives, they ring the bell In the
ancient porch and are welcomed by ome of
the abbes or canons as guests of a
Automobiles not being permitted

|

4oously in the ears of a weakening,

makes a stay over night at the top practically
necessary. With old-fashioned ocourtesy the
tourists are conducted to their rooms by an
abbe, and after meals are shown round the
church, the kennels and museum, quite as
guests In a country house. Never a hint of
pay. Every tourist knows—It is con-
versation and all guide books tell it—that each
tourist ought to put into the alms box at least
what he (or she) would have to pay at a hotel.

All tourists similarly know In advance that
the Hospice has grown poor in modern times
by continuing to feed, warm and lodge 28.000
mingled rich and poor annually—the grants,
rents and annuities that once made it rich

having shrunk and dwindled. This being so, |

i

what do you Imagine the 6,000 gay and arro-
gant tourists last summer put into the
box? Less than 1,000 would bhave pald
hotel! That is to say, an average of one tour
{st in six paid up honestly. The rest sneaked
it y
This is not why the dogs have a faraway,
almost disdainful look. They do not know why
they are almost hard up for their
biscuits. Once they wore gold coll
they go about contentedly in leather dotted
with brass nail-beads. They do not even kmow
that rieh tourists have tried to buy them for
large sums—which the good canons gently re-
fused; they would never send their dog
down to pant and pine in the thick, hot eir of
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and letting off poisonous gases llke a furnace.
Thelr friends, the abbes, brothers and el
smelling wood choppers of the
plain livers, trained down, all muscle
very clothes free from the grease and m
ol the festering plain. How, them, If
avnid us, are they willing to bound
snow and night and hunt out—what
gmell so easily, so far away—the
scented denizen of low altitudes in distress?
In men It would be called professional
In these dogs we call It ‘ataviem.
Bernard de Menthon collected the
year A. D. 982, almost a thousand
elapsed. OCeneration after genera
through the centuries. the pal
ing. exclusive companionship ; wise men,
sence of outside foolishness and distractions,
have made It a race of dogs apart There are
plenty of St, Bernards up and down the valley;
but they are degenarates from the overflow.
The dogs of the Hosplee, for example, take
their orders only from the abbes, or canons,
not the brown brothers (“marronnlers™) ;:
start-
chief
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live with them, feed them, and for whom
have the greatest affectlon Yet before
ing on an expedition, an abbe-has the
dogs up before him, one by ome. Tt passes In
absolute silence, very queer. the
minded. strong-souled,
mean looks into his eyes, w 3
subconsclous being of the cleandiving; high-
bred, human-companioned animal of the thin
air and lonely heighta? »e

Two Hospice dogs have crouched
exhausted wayfarer, snuggling close to
on each side to keep him warm while
dog ran back, to lead the “caravan”
to the spot.

Such a trio of scouts have
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traveler to keep him awake.
80 close to him on each side
hold him upright—while the
nlong from behidd a good five mi
dashing back to bring the caravan.
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" s ke riat, but keeps the path against its | desth, and, on the bare hope of hand stant motion ome over the other and,
naxKes buman aseatlant, and, pitting its own | or foot treaspassing within its resch, | rustling ominously =all the whils,
eighteen inches of length against its | the Echis throws its body into a fig- | stealthily but surely bring it nearer
The Echis carinata is tolerably com- | ®nemy’s bulk, challenges and provokes | ureof-eight cofl. Then it attracts at- | and nearer to the object of its fury—
Indla, belng found in nearly | confiiet mmwnbrhhmmﬂu. Harper's Weekly. {
part of the peninsula. will roughness of the
hissing sound, Natural Mistake.
center, and| «jg Mrs, Walsingham st home?”
“No, I believe she has gone out for
having omce | the day.”
reptils, can | “Are you Mr. Walsingham ™
aspect wher: | “No; I've just got out of a hospital,
aggressive | so your mistuke is perbaps no more
fts restless colls, which,
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Important Happenings in |
Industrial Circles in This
Country and Europe

Indianapolis.—The annual report of
Frank Duffy, general secretary of the
United Erotherhood of Carpenters
end Joiners, just issued, shows that
the total membership of the organisa-
tiop In good standing was 195,766 on
June 30, 1911, The total disbursements
of Thomas Neale, general treasurer,
duriug the year were §749,149.23, leav-
ing & balance in the hands of the
unfon of $212,612.56. Since the clos-
iog of the books on the day the re
port terminates, however, the carpen-
ters have added a little more than

Perthi, Australia—Prompt indastris) .
victory has been gainsd ¢ .
slaughtermen in a dispute 1
employers. Under an award of
asbitration court, which
eration In June, 1810,
fixed at §17.50 a week,

ccvered by the
pald out §276,830.77
The maximum benefit paid by the
general organization does not exceed
$200 in any one case.
benefits is greater than waat pald dur-
ing any preceding year, the nearest
approach being In the fAscal
wnen $256574.99 was pald out
Washington.—President W.
of the Bouthern railway has announced | in unicn
that several hundred clerical employes
of that company have been given an | gperative
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