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Grinding

HE road dips down a steep hill
just before you reach Indian
Creek and ghuts from sight the
blg stone house that cost $4.
000, the last southern outpost
of Kansas City that ls sprawling out
and engulfing all this rolling prairie.

You look for the old bee tree snd
there is a catch In your throat when
You miss it—but no—that clump of
walnut trees hit it for a moment. The
ax of the real estate speculator has
not come quite that far yet.

Those bees flitting far up among the
dead brances against a background of
gray sky are the oldest settlers of this
county. The colony was there in that
same tree long years before a white
man set foot in Missourl. There are
men living who knew that tree and
its wild bees sixty years ago.

Turn to the right after you cross In-
dian Creek and go about two hundred
yards to where the stream pours in &
broad white waterfall over a low ledge
of rock and drifts lazily in a wide pool
with a streak of silver bubbles down its
center, The banks here are rock, with
hollows gouged in them and overhang-
ing shelves that east black shadows
upon the stream.

Watts's mitl squats low upon the op-
posite bank. The weathered gray of its
sides and roof Is the exact shade of
the limestone beneath and all around
it and the old mill seems to merge
with it and is a part of It. You look
in vain for any line of cleavage be-
tween mill and rock. The years have
blended them into one somber gray.

An Atmosphere of Gray.

The naturailste tell of birds and
Jesser creatures of the wood who take
on the color of the bark or the grasses
upon which they live. You think of
this as you see the miller in the door
way. His clothing, even to his cloth
slippers, his long beard, his soft feit
bat, sprinkled with flour, are a unl-
form gray, the gray of rocks and mill.

Stubbins Watts, great-great-grand-
son of Daniel Boone, Is 75 years old
But the old water mill 1s older than
he. It was bullt in 1839 and for eighty-
two years has been grinding corn and
wheat within ten miles of Kansas City.
The hands that hewed its walnut
beams and fashioned the hickory pins
that keep Its weathered boarding in
place moldered into dust a half cen-
tury ago, but the old mill grinds on
just as patiently, as fatihfully, as un-
mindfal of passing time and genera-
tions as it did long years before this
cify was dreamed of.

You pass your hand over the sur
face of a walnut beam, hewed out by
the ax of John Fitshugh, elghty-two
years ago, and lay your fingers In a
gaping notch Just as his ax blade left
it, and think of the changes that have
come to Western Missour! since then.
Westport Landing grew out along the
old wood road until it bridged with
paved streets the miles between 1t
and Westport and overflowed pouth-
ward and yet the old mill wheel turn-
ed and the corn was ground to meal
beiween the homemade stones of rock
quarried on the bank of Indian Creek.

Bince this mill waa bullt the com-
merce of the Banta Fe Trail came,
flourished for a time and died: and
then the rush of forty-niners to Call-
fornla flowed past it, and after them
the rallroads came and passed on to
the Pacific, and with them the leglons
of pioneers like the clouds of locusts
overspreading all the land beyond to
the westward. The Mormons of Inde
pendence, who brought their grist to
this mill, departed to found a new em-
pire beside the dead sea In the um-
known desert. Past this old mill, just
two hundred yards to the east, where
the big elm leans out over the creek,
armies of the Civil War hurried,
eplashing wildly through the ford, the
Southern amy in fight from the defeat
at Westport, the Northern forces hot
in pursuit.

Indlan Creek Has Never Murried.

A great city of tall bulldings and
* all things modern has made the coun-
fry to the north like a teeming ant
bill, where all is hurry, hurry, hurry,
but Indian Creek has never hurried;
Its stream has flowed placidly, basking
Ing the sun, prusing in the shadows of
Its trees; and just as placidly the old
mill wheels have turned, their glow

attuned to the lguid mur
murings of the waterfall,

Placidly has Btubbins Watts gone in
and out among the turning eha'ts for
sixtytwo years, barring those four
years of strife when he fought in the
Southern army. In those years he was
aroused and filled with & fervor that
got him honorable mention more than
once for deeds on the battle front But
when it was over bhe returned to In-
dian Creek and the old mill and the
gurgling of the water as It ran under
the floor soothed him into a cgim
philosophy and he talks but little.

“¥es.", he says, “It's pretty here;
say there's no prettier bit of
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British In Charleston and that after
the war he settled in Shelby County.
Kentucky, and that he was a member
of the Lewls and Clark expedition that
went up the Missouri River to the
mouth of the Yellowston. He married
Sallle Dodson, a great-granddaughter
of Daniel Boone, and settled in Bt
Charles County, Missouri.

In 1860 Arnthony B. TWatts, © '~ son,
came to Indlan Creek and bought the
water mill. He brought his family

with him. Stubbins was one of the
children.

To look at the old man, stooping at
his bins and gathering a deposit of
white flour as a bee gathers
from the flowers into which It dips
one would not imagine he had been
fighting man, but, as he says:

“The gurgle of the water through so
many years sort of lulls you to sleep.”

There I8 no modern machinery in
this mill except the turbine wheel
Years ago the old wooden wheel was
taken out and the turbine put in. Al
else is as It wes elghty-two years ago,
eéven to the wooden pegs In the floor
ing, the wooden hinges on the doors
and the wooden cogs in the wheels

DRUG HABIT GAINS IN PARIS

Wholesale Degeneracy Threatens Clty,
a Prominent Physiclan
' Aseerts.

Investigations following & recent
succession of fatalities in the Quartier
Latin have revealed that the drug
habit has gained on Parlsiaps. In
one store alone dope flends buy mo
less than one hundred pints of cocaine
and morphine every week.

Bo prevalent is the dope habit that
a prominent physician declares he de-
tects its victims by the score every
time he takes a round of the cafes.
Ether is po longer fashlonable, but
especially In the artist guarters mor
phine is used recklessly. Even the
uninitiated can detect those addicted
to it in an evening's stroll.

Paris, in the epinion of this physi-
clan, is the most drug-cured city In
the world, for while rich women of
other capitals secretly Indulge in va-
rious dangerous ways of stimulating
their jaded forces, the dope habit in
Paris has spread through every class
until wholesale degeneracy is threat-
ened.—Brooklyn Eagle. .

Mission Weddings,
Within two minutes after the cab
topped at the mi door the report

spread up and down the street that a
wedding was taking place inside.
Within another two minutes the room
was packed to the very doors. That
sudden rush of the crowd to the sanc-
tuary pleased the mission superin-
tendent.

“If 1 had money to spare,” he said,
"I would pay s bonus to young couples
for getting married in & mission. The
moral effect of one wedding is worth
a dozen sermons. To get the best ef-
fect the ceremony ought to be per-
formed in the middle of the service.
No innovation that I bave ever Intro-
duced has had such a sobering effect
on the congregation. The example of
4 man once as far down maybe in the
soclal scale as themselves having be-
come sufficlently regenerated to as-
sume the responsibilities of life stirs
every bit of manhood there is in them.

“The trouble Is, 1 can persuade very
few couples to be married in a mis-
glon. The bridegrooms do not mind,
but the brides want something more
exclusive.”

Shooting for a Wife,

Lublnka Vutchiteh, the youngest
granddaughter of an octogenarian
peasant of Tchatchak, Servia, was
given In marriage a week or two ago
to the best sharpshooter in the town.

In accordance with a family tradi
tion, old Vutchitch’s granddaughters,
famous for their beauty, were each
wedded to the first gultor who could
shoot an apple fixed on a pole over
the gate. -

Velko Simitch won the prize in a
keen conteet with a rival. The young
men, determined to risk thelr fate In
the same hour, started their horses
together at the appointed distance
from the gates, and fired at the apple
In passing through them at breakmeck
apeed.

Surgery by Wireless.

Surgery by wireless Is the latest
A laborer on Bwan island, whose only
connection with the outside world Is
by means of wireless telegraphy, had
& foot crushed in an meldent. There
were no medical books at hand, and
there was no one near who had any
surgical experlence. Thereupon the
wireless operator called up the sur
geon of the nearest ship, and got him
to explain in detall how an amputa-
tion should be carried out.—London
Mafl,

Ladd—There's your old friend De
coming across the street.
Dadd—Eh! That's right. Ob, yes,
e sees me. Ill run ahead and meet
him. 1 want to borrow a dollar. Back

in a moment,
hurries forward and greets the
coming man. Presently be returns.
Ladd—Why should you ask De
for a dollar? 4
Dadd—Because | knew he was go
ask me for ten. .

-
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'KNOWLEDGE NEEDED TO SUCCEED WITH HORSE

Kndwledge and skill are two things
that are necessary to success in horse
breeding. Theory may be of some as-
slstance, but knowledge and experi-
ence are the main things that lead to
success.

We may reason out that such and
such a thing is proper, but experience
may prove that our reasoning was en-
tirely wrong.

The breeder must have some knowl-
edge of the market If he expects to
raise more horses than he needs for
his own use. He must know what
breed will come nearest to comply-
ing with the demands of the market.
The man who breaks animals that
suit hia own fancy may have some-
thing that thers is no demand for.

Different sections of the country
Beem to furnmish markets for different
of horses. In a region where the
test demand is for carriage and
saddle animals it is not a very good
place to sell draft horses, mor is a
country where there is a great deal
of hauling to be a done, a good place
for selling fancy driving horses.
The breeder must consider these

Excellent Types of Farm Horses.

things and endeavor to raise animals
that will meet the demands of his
market. -

It is necesgary to scquire s thor
ough knowledge of the warlous
breede of horses, endeavoring to
learn the merits and failings of each,
80 that one may breed what he can
get best prices for. He must acquire
knowledge that will enable ‘him to
breed his mares to such stallions as
will produce what he desires,

The breeder should read the agricul-
tural press amd the government bulle-
tins to learn what other breeders are
doing. In this way be will learn many
things of great value to him. He
will also learn much at the institutes,
and by attending the fairs and horse
shows he can see for himself what

others are doing. He should be on the |4

lookout at all times for things that
will enable him to do his work to bet-
ter advantage.

There fs a patural trend toward Im-
provement in all things at all times.
The horse breeder must keep step
with these if he expects to be num-
bered among the ones who are suc-
ocessful.

The south is thoroughly attached to
the mule for farm work.

Bhorts are more economical feed for
sows and growing pigs than corn,

Late In the fall 1s & good time to
hatch spring chicks in some sectloms.

The deepest mudhole and steepest
bill measure the real distance to mar
ket.

Keep the cow out of the weed flelds
if you do not wish to drink talnted
milk,

Where there are plenty of skimmed
milk, beef scraps for hens need not bg
bought.

Where the hogs fail to gain at least
a pound a day it is time to say goodby
to them,

The method bf estimating value of
mules by number of hands high, is go-
ing out of use,

Oats proved to be slightly better for
work horses than corn when fed with
timothy or prairie hay,

In order to insure uniform growth
the pigs should be fed when all of
them are at the trough.

A bull ten months of age is scarcely
old enough for service, but if used
carefully it will not injure him.

An occaslonal plowing of the poultry
yard and runs disposes of the flth
and keeps the premises from getting
foul.

Lard, sulphur and a little coal ofl,
mixed up well together, are recom-
mended a® an effective cure for scabby
legs.

Some one has told us that the best

time to prune frult trees Is when your
knife Is sharp, but judgment must be
used.
It is not altogether the fault of the
cattle business If one finds that he
cannot make money ralsing a scrub
steer to three years of age.

One of the little things that lessens
expense and adds to profits is to fat-
ten and market the surplus cockerels
in spring broods as early as possible,

One point in favor of the hollow
brick silo Is that it will not shrink
and fsll to pleces when the hot, dry
days come at a time when it is empty.

Sheep Thrive on '(Jeedt.

Sheep eat and thrive on weeds on
the farm‘'that other stock do not relish,
Every fence corner, fence row and
weed patch will be more completely
<leaned by a band of sheep than by
the scythe or hoe. There is no farm

In the intermountain “egion too large 7

or too small t0 su...n a band of
sheep. They areé the great scavengers
of the farm.

Market for Dairy Products.

In practically every town there Is &
good market for first-class dairy prod-
uets and fresh eggs, as well as some
of the other farm products at the
leading hbotel, restaurant or bakery.
Cultivate thls trade and you will be
surprised to see how profitable it can
be made.

Lousy Fowls,
If there is a fowl in the flock a lit-

Feeding of

The successful feeding of lambs de-
pends largely on their being offered
great wariety of food while in the
yards,

‘will follow the root to

CULTIVATION OF CORN CROP

Few Points on Deep and Shallow
Work—Cutting of Roots Breaks
Off the Food Supply.

The discussion over shallow and
dupculﬁnﬂonormuulph.
There is really not a great deal to
say on the subject but a few points
are of vital Interest. Investigation
has shown that by far the largest
number ‘of the roots of corn plants
are found in the first 12 inches of soil
and they are especially abundant with-
in 4 inches of the surface, says the

Difference of an Inch.
Farmers Mall and Breese. Until

is 2 or 3 inches high the roots bave
spread out but little and the first
cultivation may be deep for this res-
son. But long before the plants are

:

extended themselves half
the row and these first

nearest the surface. To  cultd
deeply then means that the food
ply will be reduced to just the

that the roots are broken off,
vation should not more

or 3 inches deep at
shovels should not run too
the plants. From that time on
corn should be worked merely for

way
roots
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FATTEN HOGS ON SOY BEANS

Combined With Corn It Will Pre-
duce Remarkable Resuits—Gain
of One Pound Daily.

'Our Or THe OrD

CURING DISEASED METALS

It bas been discovered that the met-
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nized, is a deficient food
though many farmers still use
clusively. But combine it
tureage of such material
bean and the results are remarkable.
In Alabama the average daily gain for
hogs fed on corn alone was two-fifths
of & pound, whereas whan soy
pasturage was substituted for part
the corn ration the gain was raised
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What is said to be & sure dandelion
killer is to pour creosote
can from the top of the
its
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The Dead Sea in Byria ls 80
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